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CHAPTER  L 


"  Look  to  the  bake-meats,  good  Angelica ;  spare  not  the 
o6st.-^-Oaf9i>,  get  to  your  bed,  yod  cot<^«ieiin  T 

J.S  ef^fiery  lihing  m  good  order,  Mrs. 
Wylie,  for  oar  Tintor  ?*'  said  Mr.  WyHc, 
m  he  walked  into  the  dining-room  at 
Mulnretuide;  ^  all  neat  and  dean,  as  it 
ought  to  be?   Consider,''  he  continued, 

thAt  Misa  Maitland  is  an  heiress,  entit- 
led to  no  less  than  fifty  thousand  pounds, 
^xA  win  be  of  age  in  a  twelvemonth, 
VOL.  I.  B  and 
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and  that  I  am  almost  her  sole  guardian ; 
for  I  don't  reckon  upon  that  old  stiff  ba- 
ronet, sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine,  whose 
name,  I  dare  say,  was  only  added  for 
form's  sake  to  the  old  lady's  will." 

«  But,  fether,"  said  Sophia  Wylie,  "is 
Miss  Maitland's  fortune  entirely  at  her 
own  disposal  ?  is  there  no  clause  about 
her  marriage?" 

"  What  makes  you  ask  that,  girl?  it 
is  your  everlasting  curiosity ;  but  as  it  is 
rather  more  to  the  purpose  than  most  of 
your  questions,  I  will  answer  it  You 
must  know,  then,  Sophia,  that  Miss  Mait- 
land  forfeifasT  ten  thousand  pounds  of  her 
fortune,  if  she  marries  without  her  guar- 
dians' consent.  But  I  stand  talking  to 
you,  while  I  ought  to  be  in  the  way  to 
receive  our  guest;  and  Mrs.  Wylie,  I 
declare,  you  are  not  dressed  yet" 

"  Dressed, 
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^'  Dressed,  indeed,  sir!  if  she  were  the 
finest  lady  in  the  three  kingdoms,  you 
could  not  hold  a  greater  fuss  than  you 
do.  You  have  not  sat  a  moment  since 
breakfast-time,  driving  people  to  death 
about  every  thing  being  right,  as  if  I 
did  not  know  how  to  put  my  house  into 
orders  and  entertain  company  too.  I  am 
sure,  when  my  father^  honest  man,  was 
made  provost  of  Edinburgh,  wha  was  it 
but  me  that  " 

Here  the  good  lady's  harangue  was  in- 
terrupted by  some  one  alighting  at  the 
gate — ^  Preserve  us  aT  said  she;  sic 
a  braw  man !  I  wonder  who  it  can  be ! 
I  wish  I  were  fairly  out  o'  the  gate." 

Mr.  Wylie  met  his  wife  with  a  let- 
ter in  his  hand. — ^  I  have  just  got  this 
fixHn  Miss  Maitland ;  she  is  at  Glenbeigr 
her  chaise  has  broken  down,  and  she  can't 
get  forward  for  some  time.** 

B  2  "  Five 
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Five  teHi^  ^wa\  and  the  ^nner 
matst  cMdy !  Miat  'ill  be  done  now  ?  and 
the  Eogliah  foUu  aae  fdky  wi'  tfaeit 
meat :  bttt  the  dhmefs.  spwlt^  that's  sure, 
if  wfe  wait  OR  her." 

*^  If  yon  will  alkvw  me  to  spaek^  suA 
her  baabilid^ 

Troth !  jon  have  dcme  itaokt  nae^ 
thing  daa  the  day^^bnt  say  anraf." 

Welly  then,  I  propose  taking  the 
gig,  and  going  for  th6  young  kdy  my^ 
self;.  birt»  in  the  mutt  tine^  ymt  had 
bitter  order  sorae  sort  of -refredfanocait 
for  her  fbotman  Who*  brot]^fat  this." 

ELer  footman  too !  but  I  maim  do 
as  I'm  bidden.'^ 

,  With  this  resolution  she  got  the  length 
0f  the  dtior,  when^  suddeidy  tmaiingi 
shesaidi^''  But  Hrhen  will  ye  be  bade, 
thati  toay  beready?'*^ 

Tis  now  two  o'dodcH-^yoHi  nuigr  look 

for 


CXTBIOSITT.  5 

iSsr  OS  1*  five,  or  ratlier  earlier;  and^  now 
I  think  of  it,  Sophia  shall  go  with  me— 
it  will  look  attentive,  and  the  first  ap- 
pearance is  every  thing. — Sophia,"  as  she 
entered  the  room,  go,  and  get  your- 
self ready  to  accompany  me  in  the  gig, 
to  meet  Miss  Maitland,  who  is  oome  as 
far  as  Glenbeig,  where  she  waits  for 
horses,** 

"  Oh,  &ther !  take  me  with  you — ^will 
you  really  now?  I  shall  be  ready  in  a 
minute.  I  wonder  what  she  will  be 
dressed  in !  I  will  put  on  my  new  pe- 
lisse— ^that  is  the  genteelest  dress  for  the 
autumn." 

The  ^g  was  at  the  door,  Mr.  Wylie 
and  his  daughter  ready,  and  anxious  for 
the  journey,  which  we  shall  allow  them 
to  go  alone,  till  me  give  some  account 
of  Alexander  Wylie,  Esq.  of  Muirven- 
8i4f»  and  how  he  happened  to  have  a 
B  8  ward. 
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ward,  with  a  fortune  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Now  IUchard*8  talents  for  the  world  were  fit. 
Had  no  small  cunniog,  and  some  small  wit; 
Had  that  calm  look,  that  seem'd  to  all  assent. 
And  that  complacent  speech  that  nothin|»  meant. 

Crabbe. 

Alexander  Wylie  was  the  son  of  a 
grocer  in  one  of  the  small  seaport-towns 
which  border  the  coast  of  Fife.  In  the 
station  of  butler  in  the  family  of  earl 
Polton,  he  had  scraped  together  enough 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  brisk  trade, 
and  to  aspire  to  the  magistracy  of  the 
royal  burgh  where  he  resided.  His  only 
son  he  designed  for  one  of  the  learned 
professions^  and  sent  him,  with  that  view, 
B  4  to 
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to  the  college  of  St.  Andrew's^  reoom* 
mending  him  to  the  care  of  the  masters, 
and  supplying  him  liberally  with  pocket- 
money,  resolved  that  no  means,  on  his 
part,  should  be  wanting  to  make  his  son 
a  gentleman;  for  he  had  found  that,  with 
all  his  money,  and  even  with  the  high- 
sounding  titles  of  bis  noble  ^ni3i%  as 
he  called  his  former  masters,  he  feiled  to 
ensure  respect  from  his  present  towns- 
men. 

Young  WyKe  wf*'  endued  with  a  stock 
of  prudence  that  mtfaef  vm/^mmm 
at  hi«  y^*  On  1m  mtttiim  to  the 
univei^it^t  he  recpnuneoded  htmndf  to 
his  xm^mi^  dooiHty  f»d  MmAhm^  i&d 
to  id^fellawa  by  a  mo^t  obUging 
behaviour.  The  liberal  aUowaeoe  he  bad 
from  his  father  was  not  afuAndeped*  m 
is  too  often  the  fase  wltb  young  meo, 
but  m^M^y  kept»  except  what  was  ne-r 

cessary 


CtTBIOUTT.  9 

eessarf  to  make  Ms  appemace  reqpeot* 
able. 

Among  bis  companiqns  were  two  sons 
of  sir  Gflbcrt  Maitlaiid,  of  NorAffeld,  a 
Sooteh  baronet,  whose  high  birtli  and 
fiuni]y*lionoarB  rather  oveibabnoed  hia 
fortuna  To  bis  mus  be  had  done  veiy 
generously  in  tbe  way  of  remittances ; 
but  great  as  be  might  tbink  it»  when 
compared  to  that  allowed  to  the  aona  of 
great  sottthem  morehantB,  it  was  but  a 
^ry  arnaU  pittanoe.  Sudi  William  and 
Bobert  Maitland  ftiund  it,  partieulariy 
Robert,  who,  to  a  iieree  and  haughty 
temper,  joined  a  mearaiess  of  spirit  very 
unmitaUe  to  his  rank  and  fiunily ;  and 
when  inritated  by  Ae  taunts  of  his  more 
wealthy  ccHupanions,  generally  threw 
away  his  allowance,  and  was  left  in  dif* 
fioulties  till  his  next  quarter  was  due. 
His  bn^her  was  more  prudent^  without 
B  5  '  any 
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any  of  that  too-em4y  wisdom  which  ge- 
nerally prevents  the  virtues  of  the  mind 
from  arriving  at  perfection.  He  was  li- 
beral, brave,  and  generous;  proud  of  his 
country  and  his  family ;  and  not  to  be 
laughed  out  of  what  he  knew  was  right 
or  his  duty.  If  he  ever  exceeded  in  ex- 
penditure, it  was  by  assisting  his  bro- 
ther, or  whai  any  object  of  charity 
came  in  his  way. 

To  these  young  men  Wylie  had  at- 
tadied  himself  upon  his  first  coming  to 
the  university.  With  the  utmost  assi- 
duity he  watched  for  opportunities  to 
oblige  them;  and  when  any  party  of 
amusement  was  formed,  generally  con- 
trived to  make  himself  some  way  useful 
to  them.  With  Robert  he  succeeded 
beyond  his  expectation.  This  shallow 
young  man  was  fond  of  flatterers  and 
followers;  his  conceited  and  arrogant 

temper 
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temper  <^n  led  him  into  disputes^  and 
Wylie  was  always  at  hand  to  assist  and 
second  him ;  but  he  was  a  still  greater 
fiivourite  when  the  offer  of  his  purse  was 
made,  and,  of  course,  accepted. 

Wylie  had  heard  his  &ther  say,  a 
friend  at  court  was  better  than  a  penny 
in  the  purser  and  accordingly  he  resolv- 
ed to  act  upon  it  Not  all  his  atten- 
tion, however,  could  make  him  as  inti- 
mate with  Wiliiam  Maitland;  a  kind  of 
distant  civility  was  the  only  return  he 
met  with :  it  seemed  as  if  he  thought 
the  fine  pure  metal  of  true  nobility 
should  not  debase  itself  with  coming  in 
contact  with  that  more  commonly  used. 
But  still,  with  all  this  reserve,  he  was 
not  proud — ^it  was  amongst  the  last  re- 
mains of  that  feeling  which,  at  one  time, 
characterized  the  nobility  of  the  North 
of  Scotland,  who  considered  that  if  Fro- 
B  6  vidence 
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v!i3enoe  hadf  at  the  ^t  establ^^limeiit  of 
society,  intended  to  make  Mdi  a  distinc- 
tion, il  was  eertainly  propef  fi*ill  to  be 
kept  in  remembranee.  With  swiib  sen- 
timents it  was  not  surprising  that  tbia 
young  gentleman  dlid  ndt  receire  all 
Wylie^s  advances  so  cordially  as  his  bro- 
ther. During  the  few  years  they  rew 
mained  at  college,  Robert  generally  in* 
vited  his  friend  to  spend  the  vacations 
with  him  at  Northfield  House,  where 
the  plaiisibility  of  his  manners  made  him 
as  great  a  favourite  as  his  low  birth  would 
^  allow. 

Sir  Gilbert  was  now  advised  to  send 
his  sons  to  England,  to  finish  their  stu- 
dies ;  and,  to  the  great  joy  of  Wylie,  he 
was  asked  to  aeeompony  them.  From 
England  they  were  sent  to  the  Conti- 
nent; and  so  great  was  the  ascendancy 
our  hero  had  acquired  over  Robert,  that 

leave 
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leave  was  aeked,  and  obti^ed,  to  take 
him  along  with  them. 

When  they  had  been  nearly  a  year 
abroad,  WiHiam  caught  a  cold  at  a  baH 
ki  Rome ;  and  not  paying  it  proper  at- 
tention, it  Mttled  tm  his  lungs,  and 
brou^t  on  a  consumptive  complaint, 
which  baffled  the  skill  of  the  Italian 
physicians,  and  carried  him  df  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  universany  lamented. 

The  death  of  this  beloved  son  so  much 
afflicted  his  father,  that  he  died  a  few 
months  after,  leaving  to  Robert  a  title, 
an  old  and  highly-esteemed  family-name 
to  be  kept  up,  with  little  or  no  income. 
The  young  baronet,  loth  to  relinquish 
the  society  and  gaieties  of  Rome  to  re- 
turn home  and  look  aft;er  his  affliirs,  and 
yet  unwilling  to  lose  sight  of  his  inter- 
est in  Scotland,  aft;er  a  little  hesitation, 

thought 
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thought  of  his  fiiend  WyHe^  whom  he 
requested  to  go  in  his  {dace. 

Happy  to  haye  it  in  his  power  to  ob- 
lige such  a  patron,  and  still  happier  to 
be  aUe  to  shew  his  consequence  at  hom^ 
in  capacity  of  confidential  fiiend  to  sir 
Robert  Maitland,  Mr.  Alexander  set  out 
on  his  return,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  could  be  made,  with  full 
powers  to  act  as  he  thought  proper. 


CHAP- 


dTRioarrr. 


15 


CHAPTER  III. 

UeM  but  one  cftre,  and  that  he  ttrov«  to  hide, 
How  best  for  Richard  money  to  provide.  - 

Crabbb. 

On  Mr.  Wylie's  arrival  at  Northfield 
House,  he  found  every  thing  in  the 
greatest  confusion.  For  several  years 
before  the  old  gentleman's  death,  his 
Acuities  had  been  so  mucb  impaired 
as  to  render  him  incapaUe  of  paying 
any  attention  to  his  pecuniary  affiurs, 
whidi  were  all  under  the  management 
of  a  land-steward,  whose  name  was 
Scrymgeour.  This  man  had  been  in 
the  family  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
did  not  altogether  relish  the  idea  of  be* 

in^ 
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ing  called  to  account  by  his  young  mas- 
ter, but  was  well  pleased  when  he 
heard  that  Mr.  Wylie,  the  grocerVson, 
had  been  deputed  to  act  for  him :  never, 
howeyer,  was  he  more  mistaken  in  his 
calculations;  Wylie  waa  a  mucb  more 
difficult  person  to  deal  with  tiian  sir 
Robert,  as  he  found  to  his  cost. 

After  a  few  days  spent  with  his  pa- 
rmt^  Mr.  AWxMid^  WyBe  set  serious- 
ly to  work  to  wnuige  ih^  a£foirs  of  bis 
pfi^fon ;  but  be  mat  with  many  di£Seul- 
ti^.  The  steward  dfiityed,  from  day  to 
day,  to  give  in  the  stutealents  required ; 
and  when  pubhed  to  do  $q,  flatly  refused 
to  glhre  up  his  books  to  any  but  his 
mi^iter :  the  rest  of  the  servimts  ^ete 
too  much  in  has  favour  to  do  other- 
wise. 

To  any  other  peraoo  hut  Wytie,  such 
a  dreamstanoe  would  hxrt  at  duceaool^ 

ed 
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cd  Im  m  &vwr  «f  his  {wtroo.  Hie 
had  no  idea  of  losing  such  an  0|ipQrtii« 
mtjr  of  AeiTOOg  what  he  could  do;  he 
thar^efore  insliotl jr  aent  off  an  cxpww 
to  lUmcw  sMwg  the  ease,  and  begj^ng 
perndsfljon  to  ^wtplof  the  means  of 
Iwviging  ScrymgeouF  to  his  duty,  or 
that  w  B^^bert  would  hoi9e  fatak 
seK  and  mke  the  proper  Investigftticai 
inip  his  aftan,  as  he  douhtod  rnueh  that 
he  mt  aUe  for  siieb  m  fisdertokijig. 

But  this  he  well  hnew^  the  faaaonet 
iratdd  not  do;  fcp  nthor  than  leare  Vik 
pleasures,  he  would  hai^  mortgagod 
every  aese  of  his  estate,  and  idlowed  the 
old  oaatie  to  &H  to  nina.  Besides  his 
usual  didtke  to  hnsinesa,  a*  the  time  he 
reeeived  hai  fikad's  Icrtter,  he  was  io  ak« 
tendanee  on  a  rich  &i»giB^  tadjr,  who 
had  come  to  Itoly  with  an  mdy  bredier, 

who 
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who  was  travelling  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health. 

Miss  Femberton  was  not  exactly  a 
beauty,  but  had  that  nameless  something 
which  often  makes  a  deeper  impression. 
Sir  Robert  saw,  admired,  and  followed 
her.  The  fortune  which  she  possessed, 
and  the  prospect  of  a  great  deal  more  at 
her  broth^s  death,  made  her  the  prize 
at  which  most  of  the  English  youth 
aimed.  Matters  being  in  such  a  state, 
sir  Robert  wrote  home  to  authorise 
Wylie  to  turn  oflP  the  steward,  and  act 
entirely  as  if  he  were  master. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  messenger,  this 
order  was  most  punctually  complied 
with.  Scrymgeour  was  obliged  to  shew 
his  books,  and  had  to  state  himself  debt* 
or,  instead  of  creditor,  to  sir  Robert. 

Nearly  every  thing  was  arranged,  and 

this 
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this  faithful  deputy  was  preparing  for 
another  journey  to  Italy,  when  he  re- 
ceived letters,  telling  him  that  sir  Bo- 
bert  was  married,  and  just  on  the  eve  of 
returning  home,  with  lady  Maitland 
and  her  brother,  who  had  a  great  desire 
to  see  Scotland,  and  to  beg  that  his 
hiend  would  add  to  his  other  favours, 
that  of  getting  the  castle  and  grounds 
put  into  proper  order  to  receive  their 
new  mistress. 

This  intelligence  was  not  received 
with  all  the  joy  that  might  have  b^n 
expected  by  the  faithful  friend.  He  by 
no  means  relished  the  idea  of  sir  Bo- 
berf  s  being  under  any  person's  manage^ 
meat  save  his  own ;  but  keeping  these 
thoughts  to  himself,  he  wrote  bis  pa- 
tron a  congratulatory  letter,  assuring 
him  that  every  attmtion  should  be  paid 
to  his  orders; 

It 
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It  wM  BOW  the  mfmth  of  Hweh,  ind 
ia  July  t^y  wei^  fltll  expected  at  Korthr 
fikl4  Hoa$e,  aftc^  tliey  had  pidd  t  visit 
to  old  Mrp^  Feiiiberton»  near  Londoa. 
Btft,  aJfus !  Ibat  time  nev^  oame.  The 
joiUQ^y  heen  put  off  fifom  mtrnth  to 
mpntht  OR  #coopnt  of  Mr.  Pemberton's 
inarfAG^fig  iH  health ;  and  mhea  i^dng 
again  €ame  found,  WyUe  nnxiooaly: 
iQok^  fx  thdr  airivaL  He  was  in- 
formed  that  his  patron's  Udy  had  pre- 
awjted  hm  with  a  deugbteiv  wMeh 
wcmld  pieTent  their  oomii^  home  bo 
e»ly  «s  vm  ^peoted. 

Wben  Elisabeth  Maitland  was  two 
monthi  old»  lady  Maitland  was  pnu 
su9ded  to  woom^mj  her  htiid»nd  a»d 
brother  in  a  pleasure  party^  to  view 
some  of  the  Siciliaii  ooast  They  only 
m9mt  to  be  absent  fir  a  lev  ^Utys ;  but 
how  dark  and  uncertain  are  the  ways  of 

Providence ! 
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Provkfenn!  in  one  of  thoie  gries 
wtndi  aore  oMamon  kl  the  Sidlian  seas^ 
^beOr  snnll  tosflel  wag  wfeeked^  and  att 
on  board  perished. 

Tbis  sad  ei^eilt  vms  no  sooner  known 
a*  Honw  than  the  i^gents  e£  mt  Robert 
wrote  to  Soodandi  rcqcmting  Mr.  Wjr- 
Iki  as  fidendi  of  the  decerned,  to  ooine 
ov^CEV  or  at  kast  to  send  Areetiond  re- 
spedking  his  poperty^  and .  espedally 
itoilfa  i^aid  to  lii  infimt  dao^ter,  who^ 
fay  tte-  sudden  death  of  her  parents  and 
imdc^  had  become  beiies^  of  hnmense 
wadtfa. 

As  much  as  WyUe  couM  be  grierred 
fiirany  one^  he  wiis  at  these  ntiff^;  but 
as  moMxkg  whatem  made  Mm  lose 
sigito  of  hh  own  intei^  he  instantly 
asfcotft  file  Loiidonr  mnI,  Mth  Ae  agent's 
letter,  presented  Mmsi^  before  Mr». 
Fembertony  who,  sunk  In  tMdian  tot 

the 
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the  loss  of  her  children,  readily  and 
thankfully  aoeepted  his  ofier  of  going 
over  to  the  Continent  to  bring  her  grand* 
daughter. 

Onc^  more  then  did  he  see  Rome, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  agent, 
soon  settled  every  thing,  and  was  ready 
in  a  few  months  to  measure  back  his 
way.  Of  the  particulars  of  the  melan- 
choly eveot  he  got  little  or  no  intelli- 
gence. One  sailor  only  had  escaped, 
who  was  so  much  bruised  on  the  rocks, 
attempting  to  land,  that  he  lived  mere- 
ly  to  tell  who  were  aboard  the  vessel 
that  had  gone  to  the  bottom. 

After  a  prosperous  voyage,  Wylie  and 
his  charge  arrived  safe  in  the  mouth  of 
the  River,  and  very  soon  Mrs.  Pember- 
ton  had  the  pleasure  of  embracing  the 
child  of  her  lost  daughter.  The  old 
lady's  gratitude  to  Wylie  was  unbound- 
ed. 
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ed.  She  did  every,  thing  in  her  power 
to  induce  him  to  stay  in  London ;  but 
he  talked  so  much  of  his  native  country 
— the  claims  his  parents  had  upon  him, 
that  the  good  lady  thought  him  the 
very  pattern  of  sons ;  and  that  the 
greatest  good  she  could  do  was  to  make 
him  chargi  d'affaires  for  her  grand- 
daughter in  Scotland,  with  powers  to 
manage  )ier  estate  at  pleasure. 
.  This  was  the  very  point  at  which  he 
aimied,  and  so  well  pleased  was  he  with 
his  own  generalship,  that  he  was  heard 
to  exclaim— "  WeU,  after  all,  policy  is 
better  than  pistols.''  He  soon  after- 
wards establiflhed  himself  at  Northfield 
House,  acted  as  sole  proprietor,  and  kept 
up  a  constant  correspondence  with  Mrs. 
Pemberton,  who  thought  herself  and 
granddaughter  most  happy  in  such  a 

friend. 
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fAe&if  dHhoBgb  his  tii^igfabdms  cttd  BC»t 

think  eltMtly  in  the  saMd  way. 

In  ike  fk^  year  Ms  stewafcMiip^ 
Mr.  Wyfie  lost  fassi  patients,  and  became 
{MNssessw  Off  a  miall  property  in  bis  na^ 
live  lotm.  He  now  seriooBly  thought 
^  prosec^mg'  hii9  stodiefr,  and  Mowing 
pi^fessioit  of  the  law,  for  which  he 
wa^  orighnally  designed  For  tins  pur- 
pose he  weitt  to  Bdinburgb,  whem^  dur- 
ifig  h«  WiiKei^'y  eata^^ign,  he  was  intro- 
dtk^  ta  iAEfiy  &l  the  most  t«c^ecta)de 
ekdes;  Hbs  known  intidoacy  wkb  a 
man  of  family,  and  his  sctbseqjBent  at- 
fi»3tfon  to  the  orphan  and  her  eonoema, 
gave  him  c(m^e)|uenee  with  tbe  mmtf, 
while  the  more  cKscerning^^  cHi  not 
^ink  it  worth  th«ir  whSfe  to  tell  the 
wodd  that  self4nterest  can  assume  tbe 
AppeataMe  of  every  \in&if  white  it 
possesses  none. 

In 
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In  the  midst  of  his  poptalarity,  he  at- 
tended to  his  studies,  and  passed  advo- 
cate. Soon  after  that  event,  at  a  large 
party,  he  met  with  the  family  of  Daniel 
Mackercher,  esq.  who  then  held  the 
office  of  lord  provost  in  our  northern 
capital.  This  gentleman  had  a  aon  and 
daughter:  the  son  was  a  respectable 
Hamburgh  merchant;  the  daughter  a 
plain,  every-day  sort  of  person,  who 
had,  for  some  time,  superintended  her 
father^s  household  concerns,  and  was  fa- 
mous for  having  the  best-dresCied  dinners 
in  town ;  but  even  her  accomplishments 
had  not  gmned  their  end,  for  thirty 
summm  had  beheld  her  as  Miss  Mac- 
kercher. 

Her  fortune  was  known  to  be  very 
large,  and  it  was  whispered  that  she 
was  very  ill  to  please :  that,  however, 
did  not  frighten. our  hero:  he  soon 

YQh*  I.  c  found 


26^  ctmmsprt^ 
feiuid  lueans  to  be  » fbeqaent  gmst  at 
the  proiiosei»  tMe^  and  was,  ere  long,  a 
joQj,  tkriving  vrooev.  His  usual  suo* 
cess  aeeompaaoiedhim  ;  he  was  soon  at 
tbe  beiglit  of  his  wishes,  and,  as  the 
husband  of  Miss  Maekercbep,  8on4n<- 
law  to  mj  lord  prorost. 

His-  heaBt  dilated  with  the  thoi^ts 
of  his  own  consequence^  and  that  he 
mi^t  yet  be  the  founder  of  a  family 
tluik  might  in  time  equal  that  of  fci^ 
patron^ 

.  Widi  tlifise  views  and;  hopes^  he  ea^ 
gevl3r  applied  hknself  to  study,  and 
still  moDe  eageidy  to^  gain,  the  good 
gEaces  of  hi&  fathe&in4aw.  But  what- 
ever was  the  reason,  he  did  not  soooeed 
in  the  ficst;  fortune^  however,  to  make 
some  ^eomprasationv  fowuied  him  in 
the  fatten  olgect;  &r  Im  lordUb^  con- 
tinmd  ftti  like  Us  sm^inJaw^  consuming 

llMIl 
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h\m  oft  every  oeeasidii;  iMd  on^tbe  lMrtte 
of  9t  grmis6n,  dkchseA  he  bad  ndthing 
morrtb  Widir  for  on»  this  side  the  gilive; 
and  as^  if  &te  hctd  deteniiined^  M  tske 
hhn  hils  wdid,  he  Was  seized  with  ail* 
apoplectic  fiV,  Whicbcimed  ^im  cff  iA 
less  than  ar  month  after  the  birth  of 
George  Wylie, 

When  the  affkirsH)f  the  deceased'  iH*re 
all  settied,  MV.  Wjrlie  found  himself  ^ 
possessec^  itt  right  of  his  wife,  of  * 
very  handsome  fortune,  besides  eight 
thousand  pounds^  which  were-  txy  be« 
lotag  to*  his  son,  upon  his  attaining  big 
twentjr-first  year.  Ttais  possessed  of 
opulence,  HV.  Wylie  resolved^  td  g^ve- 
up  his  pro^sion^  purchase  an-  estate^ 
and  retire  into  the  countiy.  That  sorV 
ofundbseribftblb  attachment^  wMeh  eveil 
tfatenibst  seifift  hdve'tb  H^pliM^of  tHelti 
c  a  nativity. 
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nativity,  led  him  to  make  choice  of  the 
place  near  which  he  had  passed  his 
earlier  years ;  but  no  proper  estate  being 
then  in  the  market,  he  was  obliged 
to  defer  his  plan  for  a  year  or  two, 
when,  hearing  that  Muirvenside  was  to 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  creditors^  he 
went  and  viewed  it,  was  much  pleas« 
ed  with  its  situation,  and  particularly 
with  its  vicinity  to  Northfield  House, 
being  only  distant  twelve  miles  from 
it 

If  Mr.  Wylie  was  not  obliged  to  his 
knowledge  of  law  formerly,  he  was  so 
now;  for  he  bought  the  estate  much 
lower  than  he  otherwise  would  have 
done,  from  his  proper  application  of  law 
terms  and  knowledge  of  bargain-making, 
which  his  stewardship  had  formerly 
taught  him.  He  had  been  settled  on 

this 
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this  estate  for  sixteen  years,  when  Miss 
Maitland  was  consigned  to  his  care. 
His  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife,  a 
son,  and  dmighten 


GS 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Ceremony  was  at  first  devised  to  set  a  gloss  on  faint 
deeds.  Shakespeare. 

"  I  WONDER  whether  Miss  Maitland  ^ 
tall  or  not/'  said  Sophia,  as  they  drove 
into  the  small  town.  "  What  like  was 
her  father?  was  he  a  handsome  man?" 

Mr.  Wylie  gave  no  answer  to  his 
daughter's  questions ;  he  seemed  ab> 
sorbed  in  thought,  from  which  he  was 
niised  by  their  arrival  at  the  inn. 

"  Father,  father,  introduce  me/'  cried 
Sophia  ;  "  but  wait  till  I  put  my  pelisse 
to  rights,  and  my  hair.  This  is  such  a 
windy  day,  and  riding  in  a  gig  makes 
one  such  a  figure  T 

This 
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This  speech  far(»ight  4tem  tD  the  tm- 
veUer's  Mom,  jund  on  kiquirjr  they 
fouud  that  the  stranger  lEidy  4aid  her 
aud  oooupied  aii  adjoinii^  iiadoiir. 
Stey  heiie^ Saphia," saidlf r.  WyKe; 
I  thkik  I  had  mueh  better  see  Miss 
MahJaad  first/* 

He  s^  in  his  trntie^  and  was  reeeir- 
^  hy  a  tally  elegant  ycuog  lady,  who, 
dressed  in  deep  mourning,  advanoed  to 
meet  him,  with  a  sort  of  msnmi  embar- 
rassment which  geaemlly  marks  the 
fir^  meetings  of  those  who  are  to  look 
upon  each  other  as  fiitare  intimates. 

From  Wytte's  general  charaoterisdc 
<oaoh)ess,  it  would  hare  ,  been  expe^ed 
that  his  mannerfe  wduld  have  been  easy, 
if  not  kind ;  but,  quite  the  contrary^  he 
felt  abashed  and  uneasy.  He  was  now 
at  the  height  ^  his  amiiHtion,  and  be- 
c  4  held 
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held  before  him  the  being  over  whom 
he  had  so  long  and  so  ardently  wished 
to  have  authority,  but  not  the  school- 
girl he  had  pictured  in  his  mind's  eye. 
Her  stature  was  rather  above  the  middle 
size ;  her  face  was  full  of  gentleness,  but 
it  did  not  convey  the  idea  of  insipidity. 
There  was  a  dignified  sweetness  in  her 
whole  appearance,  that  irresistibly  im- 
pressed the  beholder  with  admiration 
and  reverence. 

After  the  first  introducticm  was  over, 
Sophia  was  mentioned,  and  presented  to 
this  new  acquaintance. — What  a  pity 
it  is  she  should  be  in  mourning !"  she 
mentally  said.  I  shall  have  no  chance 
of  seeing  the  London  fashions,  and  get- 
ting patterns." 

The  gig  was  again  ordered.  Miss 
Maitknd  was  seated  between- her  guar- 
dian ^ 
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dian  and  his  daughter,  and  the  maid 
was  ordered  to  follow  with  the  baggage, 
whenever  a  chaise  could  be  procured. 

I  am  much  afraid  I  shall  prove  a 
dull  companion  to-day,**  said  Miss  Mait- 
hnd,  addressing  Sophia.  ^  I  feel  some- 
what fatigued,  and  the  general  accom- 
modation found  at  inna  is  sometimes 
not  so  inviting  as  could  be  wished,  par- 
ticularly when  the  mind  is  set  on  beings 
at  the  journey's  end.*" 

I  hope  Miss  MaiUand  will  find  her- 
self quite  at  home  at  Muirvenside,  and 
will  soon  recover  the  fatigues  of  the 
journey.  I  remember,  when  I  went 
ftist  to  England  with  my  worthy  friend, 
your  father^  (he  was  not  sir  Robert  then), 
I  was  quite  done  up  with  traveUing; 
but  use,  you  know,  my  dear  young 
lady ;  for  when  I  went  to  the  Contineni; 
tibe  seocmd  lime,  to  bring  you,  I  did  not 
c  5  mind 


it  (It  iftls  ;aQ4  if      tU»g  M 

gFMteet  plfifisur^  ^r^enldrlf  hid  it 
been  to  smi^  i»7  Inend's  tdimgbto' " 

le«^^b^isie«se4if  h$»kiQ^Q^  A  ge»> 
nereSi  m\mce  ww  emvtsA  till  tb<s  turn 
font  4i^veipe4  Mvarvi^mdfSi 
Tber^«  kp»?  BOW,"  §M  ^1m; 
"  I  am  sure  my  mother  wyjl  be  w^ry^ 
Vitg,  jwd  f  .«1»j»U  jbrdly  bfi^  time  to 
^baeiss  for  ^iftiiear." 

In  ft  ptnutss  liifiiy  wefe  «t  t|ie 
4pt».  M*.  Wylji^  li«i(*e4  o»  t  the  te^ie^ 
9nA  mUstlti^  the  dmyf^'foom,  be  iwft- 

^sed  in  bfr  T«ry  tt«st#  het 
Imtess.  **  Is 
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dimier  reuiy^  ^7  tSear?  I  am 
$me  Miss  MaUlaad  requires  aome  re« 
freshment  We  have  no  company  but 
jyfr,  William8on»  vrhom  I  innted  this 
morning,  when  at  the  Vak.** 

Daring  this  qpieedi  Sophia  had  iB^ 
ped  out  of  the  room*  not  for  the  hoqpit- 
aUe  purpoae  of  getting  ^vimn  for 
the  stranger's  wanta»  hot  to  adorn  ber 
own  iHretty  person— an  exercise  of  wfaidi 
die  was  never  weary«  When  her  mo* 
tiier  looked  round  &r  her,  to  shew  Miss 
Maitlmd  (he  apartment  allotted  fer  her, 
^e  was  extremely  vexed  to  &id  she 
had  left  Chat  task  to  het,  when  the  £n^ 
ner  would  be  wrong  set  down  if  she  was 
not  present:  She  then  applied  herself 
the  bdU  with  rather  more  vehemence 
thrat  was  jqpifitet  welLbred^^  Wher^f 
MisiWylie?'  she  said  to  the  servat^ 
who  ratered. 

a6  **Idotft 


whicb  the  rwm  w^s  fUnufihed,  or  vather 
lumbered. 

Tbis»  mith  a  dresoogrraaaii  and  a 
BiBaU  closet;  &r  your  maid,  k  your  afiart^ 
mmt  t  and  now  tell  me  how  I  can  assist 
you." 

"  My  toilet  is  soon  made,  Mias  Sin* 
^lair.  I  shall  require  no  assistance,  but 
would  thank  you.  for  your  amipaoy^  if 
eoDvenient,  else  I  am  afraid,,  if  you  de- 
sat  me,  I  shall  be  apt  to  go  astray  in 
this  modern  labyrinth,  in  retradng  my 
ateps  to  tiiedrawing-poom*  Pmy,  are  the 
houaea  of  the  Soots  gentlmen, generally 
built  in  this  style  ?  I  thought; .  when  I: 
game  in,  that  this  waa  quite  a  new 
buildii:^;  it  looked  S0  to  me^.aiid^jret  I 
&id  this  «kom  Quite  bow  oomiea 

tbat?^ 

Beewse;''  iwd  Urn  Sinohiiv  thia 
a  ft  vevy  <;4d.&n)ily*aBaiisiQix:.  the  fimit 

is^ 


islflftdy  boSBt^  md  mrva  09it  asmn  to 
a>yer  the  old  hou^e^  tfll  k  eaii  be  takm 
down*  and  nplaoed  with  a  nodrni 
building." 

Then  I  hope  they  will  not  think 
of  pulling  it  down  as  long  as  I  stay 
here,  for  I  have  a  great  liking  for  every 
thing  that  looks  ancient.  I  am  now 
ready  to  accompany  you." 

In  the  drawing-room  they  found  the 
reverend  Mr.  Williamson,  a  venerable 
old  man,  who  was  introduced  to  Miss 
Msdtland  as  a  friend  of  her  grandfather's. 
They  were  now  joined  by  the  lady  of 
the  house  and  her  daughter,  whose  im» 
portant  faces  shewed  that  their  seve- 
ral interesting  occupations  were  about 
to  receive  their  reward  in  the  admiration 
of  the  company.  With  more  ceremony 
than  kindness,  Mr.  Wylie  offered  his- 
hand  to  his  ward;  and  after  a  good  deal 

of 
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of  fidgetting  and  apologies,  the  company 
were  placed  at  table,  where  we  shall 
leave  them  employed,  and  conclude  our 
fourth  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  Here  the  unwearied  eye  may  fondly  gase 

O'er  all  tlie  tufted  groves,  nnd  pointed  spire*) 

With  wbich  the  pleasant  banks  of  Forth  are  crown'd.'' 

Next  morning  Miss  Maitland  was 
awakened  by  the  sun  shining  into  her 
room.  She  now  summoned  her  maid, 
and  when  dressed,  took  a  nearer  survey 
of  her  present  situation.  Her  window 
looked  out  upon  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
and  so  near  was  she,  that  the  motion  of 
the  waves  was  distinctly  heard  where 
she  stood,  although  the  sea  was  only 
moved  by  a  gentle  morning  breeze  in 
August 

So  pleased  was  our  traveller  with  this 

scene. 
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scene,  that  she  Fesolved  to  take  a  walk^ 
and  as  none  of  the  family  were  stirring, 
she  had  to  find  the  way  out  herself — 
no  easy  task.  After  some  turnings  and 
windings,  a  door  presented  itself,  which 
she  found  led  to  a  small  garden,  or  ra- 
ther what  had  been  one;  for  t&e  weeds 
now  overrun  the  walks,  and  the  fruit- 
trees  and  l)ushes  which  still  remained 
seemed  stunted  .and  neanly  with^^  ' 

Pursuing  a  smaU  path,  from  ite  4^ 
pe^u^ance  seldom  trodden,  she  cam^  in 
iight  of  a  ruki  on  the  point  of  a 
rock  overfaangiiig  the  jsea,  jmSi  tiamwig 
roujnd,  had  a  fuU  view^  tLe  oJd  part 
of  the  building  in  wbioh  bar  apart- 
ment i^as,  and  what  had  onpe  been 
the  front  of  the  house. — ^'  Surely,^ 
thought  she, whoever  planned  this  ad- 
dition has  been  totally  devoid  <^  taste. 
To  «bul;  out  the  sea,  aod»  fisir  its  varioua 

beauties^ 


beauties,  imbstitute  a  &w  stra^btnisalks, 
with  a  few  foreign  fihrtii)s»  is  np  im- 
proyem^t ;  hot  every  one  has  his  own 
way  of  judging  in  matters  of  taste,  and 
mo  doubt  this  is  joay  guardian'js." 

On  conring  in  frpnt  of  the  house* 
Elixipr  met  her.—"  We  were  sadly 
alarmed*  my  dear  madam^  at  misping 
yoU/.  We  thought  that  some  x)f  your 
southern  ge»ii  bad  carried  you  off,  fear- 
iul  that  you  might  lose  your  love  pf 
coiuxtry  in  this  our  la^id  of  mountains 
and  jBlopds.  jSreaki^st  waits,  and  the 
good  people  within  will  wonder  at  oyr 
absence." 

They  enteiaed  the  house,  and  found  in 
the  dining-room  yest^:day's  eompany, 
with  the  addition  of  Mr-  Gecwge  Wylie, 
who  had  orossed  the  Firth  early  in  the 
morning,  to  pay  his  wnual  visit  to  his 
pai^eats, 

"So 
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^  So  you  have  been  viewing  our  pre- 
mises, Miss  Maitland,''  said  Mr.  Wylie ; 
**and  what  do  you  think  of  them  ? 
They  are,  to  be  sure,  no  way  equal  to 
what  you  English  ladies  are  used  to : 
consi4ering  every  thing,  however,  we 
do  very  well.  But  you  must  surely 
have  a  great  desire  to  see  your  own 
property.  Northfield  estate  is  much — 
very  much  admired,  and  not  without 
reason :  it  is  finely  situated,  well  wood- 
ed and  watered,  and,  in  short,  such  a 
place  as  one  does  not  see  every  day ;  and 
whenever  you  wish  to  go  there,  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  attend  you.  Sophia, 
you  look  at  me,  but  Miss  Maitland'is 
permission  must  be  obtained  for  your 
visit :  and  George  too — I  protest  I  for- 
got you — ^idler  as  you  are,  what  brought 
you  across  the  Firth  to-day  ?" 

"  Only 
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Only  a  love  of  variety,  fitther — ^no- 
thing else.  I  like  home,  you  know, 
and  the  college  has  risen.** 

"  It  is  all  very  well." 

During  this  long  speech.  Miss  Majt* 
land  had  alternately  been  admiring  the 
self-complacency  of  the  father  and  the 
ease  of  the  son.  On  being  applied  to,  if 
she  would  go  to  Northfield  that  day, 
she  declined  the  jaunt,  alle^ng  she  had 
letters  to  write  to  her  friends  in  Eng- 
land, but  that,  next  day,  she  should  ac« 
company  them  to  Northfield,  or  where 
they  chose. 

As  Miss  Maitland's  letters  are  of  some 
consequence  to  our  hist6ry,  we  shall 
transcribe  the  first,  to  a  fiiend— a  Mrs. 
Edinton. 


••my 
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^  MY  D*AE  FUIEKD, 

•^  Here  aitn  I  safely  arrived  in 
Scotland,  that  romantic  land,  of  which 
we  have  read  much  and  heard  more — 
the  land  of  brownies  and  fairies — of 
mountains  and  floods.  As  to  descrip- 
tion, I  can  give  you  nothing  of  it,  hav- 
ing been  little  more  than  twenty-four 
hours  at  rest ;  but  even  in  that  time  I 
have  pursued  my  favourite  plan  of  read- 
ing characters.  This  fkmily  is  a  delect- 
able group  to  me,  and  I  do  not  conceive 
that  I  trespass  on  hospitality  in  giving^ 
you  the  following  sketch. 

"  To  begin  with  my  guardian.  Hfe  is 
a  good  enough  sort  of  person;  but  too 
ceremonious  by  half.  As  the  daughter 
of  his  friend,  I  looked  for — I  expected; 
a  very  different  reception :  the  man  as^i 
suredly  has  no  souL  His  rib  is  a  cha« 
racter  quite  new  to  me^  and  deserves  a 

letter 


letter  to  herself.  The  soul  of  tiie  duugh* 
seemcr  wrapped  up  in  dress,  and  the 
son,  who  only  arrived  to^ay,  appears 
rather  a  ecmceited  personage 

^  But  in  this  house  I  have  met  with 
one  who^  haa  power  to  interest  my  feel- 
ings.   Sieemingly  a.  dependant  upon  the 
family,  !Efinor  Sincfur  has  that  in  her 
manner  which  makes  them  all  bow  to 
her.   Of  her  history  I  know  nothing ; 
hut  that  she  is  not  a  native  of  this  coun- 
try, I  am  certain;  She  has  all  the  native 
fire  of  one  highly  bom — ^playful,  yet 
sarcastic.    As  to  her  personal  appear- 
ance,  it  is,  at  least  to  me,  highly  pre- 
possessing ;  lightly,  but  finely  formed, 
her  hair  dark,  and  her  eyes  (still  darker) 
sparkle  with  intelligence.   Did  not  h^ 
same  pronounce  her  Scotch,  I  would 
say  she  was  of  foreign  extraction.  Never 
did  I  see  such  propriety  ci  look  and 

manner^ 
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manner.  In  spite  of  fortune,  she  seems 
born  to  coifimand  where  her  destiny  has 
led  her  to  obey.  But  enough  of  this : 
you  know,  my  friend,  my  enthusiastic 
temper,  and  will  excuse  it.  I  need 
hardly  say  how  much  I  am  interested 
in  this  young  stranger,  and  how  fer- 
vently I  wish  I  could  make  her  my 
friend.  So  very  different  was  her  wel- 
come and  her  reception  from  any  of  the 
family,  that  I  could  not  help  being 
pleased  at  the  difference.— Adieu." 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Neither  will  I  bate  one  jot  of  ceremony/* 

CoKTiNUEB  rains  liad  prevented  the 
Muirvenride  family  from  going  to 
Northfield  House  tor  some  days.  Dur- 
ing that  period.  Miss  Maitland  had  full 
time  to  see  into  the  character  of  her  fu« 
ture  inmi^es,  and  to  be  didly  more  de- 
lighted with  Miss  Sinclair,  whose  n|t- 
tive  worth  and  delicacy  of  mind  <Hily 
required  to  be  kiiown  in  order  to  be  ad- 
.mired. 

As  Miss  Maitland  and  she  i^ere  sitting 
at  Work,  shesMd~''  I  really  wonder, Miss 
Maitland^  you  have  SQ  litde  curiosity 

*  ^du  L  B  about 
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tovr,  when  ybu  wil!  have  m6re  time) 
and  the  chance  of  better  weather?  Toi 
day  the  roads  are  very  wet ;  arid  for  a 
gig,  you  know^  that  is  both  dangerous 
iind  disagreeaUe.  But  ^till,  if  you  are 
tery  much  set  upon  it,  you  can  go  and 
stay  at  the  Vale  all  night;  MriWilBam- 
^n  will  be  most  happy  to  have  it  in  his 
pbWer  to  entertain  you.  He  waa  an  old 
ftiend  of  both  your  lather  arid  grand* 
father.  He  was;  indeed,  supposed  to  be  a 
little  of  a  Jacobite ;  but  these  things  are 
now  over,  which  is  as  welL  For  my  part, 
ii  Was,  I  think,  very  imprudent,  not  to 
^  toy  wickedr  for  any  subject  so  &r  to  rise 
H^nst  his  lawful  sovereign.  Kingi^ 
ycKi  well  know,  my  dear  young  lady, 

r  Butlhei^  hickily  for  Miss  Maitland^ 
Ifev  gobjidianfir  spoech^o^  kii^ly  rights 
t  •  -'5  *  -  was 


was  ioteitupted  hy  the  *dntitmoi»  jof  % 
servwt,  td  say  thitt  i^(>ecmn  wished  tQ 
speak  to  him. 

^  What  sort  of  a  pexson^  sir?'*  faid 
Mr.  Wylie,  turning  angrily  to  the  bqy.- 
Just  a  kind  of  gentkman^  sir.** 
Shew  him  instantly  to  my  study^ 
and  let  him  wiut  till  I  am  ready." 

Mr.  WyUe  then»  with  much  $el£-imi 
portanoe»  tunied  to  the  oompanyi,  and 
was  beginning  to  explain  to  them  how 
he  was  so  much  pestered  with  the  quai^ 
rek  of  fiurmers  and  their  servants^  wh$ 
generally  apply  to  me  for  advice/'  he 
would  have  said ;  but  the  boy  le-entered^ 
and»  putting,  a  catd  into  his  hand»  jsaid 
The  gentlemaa  sent  thi^  sir^  t^ 
you." 

Henry  Lumsdaine,  Esq.  Bkiigowsa 
Castle!    Y«  blockhead!  did  not  yoa 
know  yoang  MrXiimsdaine  ?  Kessmej 
D  S  what 


whitt  tiinii^ker  tod  \ir^  ttie  tttniosC 
tpepidirtioti  the  latird  of  Muirtenside 
hurried  off  to  make  apologies. 
-  To  fell  in  one  of  the  stmtUest  rules  of 
poIiteBess,  or  rather  <^  the  estdbfished 
etiquette  hebDging  to  faisk^  was  deemed 
as  gmit  a  «ifi  with  Mr.  Wytie  as  break* 
ing  one  of  the  eommahdniewts.  To 
hare  aHowed  the  only  son  tsi  4i  baMhet^ 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Second,  to  ^nd 
at  his  door  like  a  grooBit  and  <iien  1» 
bid'hit)^  be  she^  iMO  bis  4tiidy t-^thft 
f^re  idM  of  it  was  tortare. 

"  There's  Mr.  Wylie  wa,'*  said  his 
^ife,  in  sieh  a  pickle!  said  Til  waiw 
IMA  hell  just  bring  the  young  laird  in 
libre;  and  the  drawing-roMfi^"  thought 
she,  'ill  be  a'  confused,  just  as  the 
Misses  oame  out  o't^*  their  seams  ly- 
ing about :  what  gart  him  <)om&«t  this 
tiasie  o'day  P^^^^h^hy,"  ai^de  to  herdaugfa- 

ter. 


cvBiotmr*  55 
ter,  twa,  4Qd  kok  if  the  imv^ 

But  Soi^  wta  ttum  itiite»t  td  teft* 
tling  herself,  wi1ii«U)kerttki  and  giMes^ 
to  reoiiire  tke  vkitw  whdfe  ahe  wUb,  as 
she  raturdty  otadttdcd  her  fiithet  iv^ould 
faring  him  where  thtf  were  all  assoDSK 
hied. 

SBiiar,  aeeiiig  the  diMma  of.the  hAf 
i£4be  houie;  iMe,  and  left  fika  foesxl# 
with  her  uailal  altoit^.^'  Tfaatfs  agttdtf 
lass,  now — are  ye  no  a£Pronted,  Sophy  ?^ 

Sofihia  was  t6o  iuteolk  on  |)iiUSligoff 
and  on  her  gloreft,  atatiilg  heHMgrnt^ 
fully  in  her  Chair,  and  fiftokiflii^  «U 
those  naibdtBBS  grtoes  and  alhalreiiients 
she  intended  to  eshibit  befiwe  the  bioD^ 
net  to  he;  and  Kiss  MatUand  mt  trying 
to  recollect  where  it  was  site  had  heard 
oC  or  Men,  sOase  one  6£  the,  "MAe  of 
HittnyXaiAsdaiiie,  when  the  doiar  open-» 
B4  ed, 


\ 
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ed,  not  to  admk  lum,  but  Wjrlie,  whose 
rufiled  brow  and  compressed  lips  shewed 
that  the  Mirfbretice  he  had  been  cfhgaged 
ih  had  not  been'pleasant 

**  Mfs.  Wylie^  my  dear,  I  wish  you 
would  turn  away  that  awkward  boy  you 
have  just  now.  He  has  been  the  cause 
of  my  committing  a  very  great  error  to« 
day.  I  cannot  think  of  it  yet  without 
shame-^ever  knew  the  like  of  it--a 
banmefs  son  to  stand  so  loi^  at  my 
doorr 

^  Weel,  wed,  Mr.  Wylie,  let's  ha' 
done  wi*  it:  if  he  wad  na  come  in,  he 
maun  juflt  but  stand  xiuV 

To  be  suie,"  muttered  the  hdid,  he 
had  no  servuit,  and  people  are  not  ob* 
Iiged  to  know  rank,  if  there  are  no  exu 
temal  marks  of  it  * 

A*s  warn,  Mr.  Lumsdel  thinks  nae« 
thing     standmg~sittin,  I  sud  rather 

sa^; 
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My;  iat  he%ould  be  ^^hoaehaA^  aat 
doubt,  and  wbat  fx  ould  ye  tfaink  and 
iwh  youFael'?~biit  wbat  brought  bim 

faareat  this  time?" 

"  Mr.  Henry  came  with  a  message 
froim  m  Fatride  to.  Miss  Maathnd ;  he 
declined  coming  in,  as  it.  waa  our  di»» 
nor-bour,  but  hopes  to  have  tbe  pleap 
sure  of  seeing  this  fiimily  to  dinner  9t 
Blairgowan  to-moROW.  Miss  Mailiand, 
I  did  not  answer  for  you,  as  I  thdogfat 
it  would  be  veiy  wrong  to  send  your 
answer  verbally.  You  can  write  a  card, 
and  I  flball  take  care  to  send  it  Sophia 
and  EKnor  are  included.  Yxni  know, 
my  dear,  tuming  to  fail  wife,  yoa  never 
to  any  of  those  places*^ 
Troth,  iiof  what  for  8U<  I?-^here% 
neither  pfeasiife  nor  eomftiAa  I  am 
ways  like  ta  starve  o'  cauld  in  thae  gous-- 
ty  rooms,  and  there  the  dinner's,  aye 
•  i ;    K  ^  D  &  sae 
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Sir  Patrick  welcomed  his  ward  most 
warmly  to  his  house.  The  manner  of 
her  reception  from  him  forcibly  recalled 
that  of  Mr.  Wylie :  the  dignified  ease 
and  politeness,  softened  by  his  almost- 
parental  manner,  formed  a  strong  con* 
trast  to  the  conceited,  stiff,  and  ceremo- 
nious manner  of  her  other  guardian. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  received  her  with 
Icindaessi.  but  degree  of  haughtiness 
was  m&nf^ed  with  it  To  sir  I^tirsck 
thB  heart  was  vdluntadly  led  by  his  win- 
ning numners,  but  there  was  a  coolness 
.lAKiut  his  kdy  t£at  repulsed  those  to 
.whom*  Ae  wiriied  to  be  kind.  The 
stfanger-lady  was  introduced  as  Mrs^ 
Jfentgpraeife.  Her  appearance  waattost 
prepossessing;  faqrcnd  middle  ag^'her 
countenance  and  exterior  iwld  aad  gen- 
tle, but  very  i»tdl%entl ;  ^  ^  x 

Dimier  was  annouBced^  and  nokwitb- 

standing 


standing  Mrs.  Wylie^$  feani  and  progs, 
tostics/  the  di^es  were  neitfier  cold,  nor 
the  rooms '  gmisty.  'the  castle  was  a 
very  old  biiildiiyg,  and  the  rooms,  of 
course,  appeared  kt^  and  dull,  when 
compared  to  the  modem  mansiou ;  and 
as  the  ftimiture  has  continued  the  same 
for  nearly  a  century,  it  added  oonsiden- 
ably  to  the  romance  of  the  scene. 

Mis^  Maitland  was  delighted  with  the 
visit,  and  inwardly  wished  that  she  had 
been  allowed  to  stay  with  sir  Patricks  * 
During  dinner  there  was  little  or  n6 
conversation.  Mr.  WyHe  was  evidently 
not  at  bia'case-^Mr.  Oswald,  stran- 
ger, spoke  only  now  and  then— -and 
SopMa,  ^though  :8e«ted  between  two 
beaux,  seemed  at  m  great  a  Idsa  as  ber 
father;  '  ;  / 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  was^  ihh  only  per- 
son who  Memed  la  .«frtet  ^o^^^nversriL 

tion 
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Uon  ^ith  kifcetert.  She  ctwtted  alter- 
nately with  the  gentlemen  and  lady 
Lumsdaine;  and  her  feature^  though. 
by  no  meana  handsome,  escpresjfied 
muA  good  sense  and  benevolence  that 
none  eou&d  see  or  hem  her*  witiKNit  feel«- 
ing  th^idves  very  mudh.  faaassed  in  her 
&vour. 

When^  die  wine  was  sefc  otk  the  table», 
air  Patrick  turned  to  Miss  MaMand*  and 
aaid~^  How  do^  you  IHce  Sootbnd,. 
ma'lon?  do  you  Hbmk  yoa  will  be  able 
to  winter  in  it  ?'' 

^  The  weadter  liaa  prerantad  Miss^ 
ilttetland  fifcna  aeeing  the  aoaat  to  adh 
vantage,'*  interrupted  Mr.  Wjflia;  <<  but 
J  hope,"  OQittutued  he^  that  we  will 
lie  i^le  to  make  Scotland  agieeaUe  to 
our  amiable  ward,  even  inmihter." 

Audi  I,**  said;  the  kwghl;  "  hcpeand 
imst  fthatrtfae  ymmg  Jady  i«  so  Jttiseh  of 

a  Scots- 


a  SeoteWMiiaKi»  as  io  &A  qmttMt  home 
among  us."* 

Moat  mmaeAy^m,''  mAMkAUBiU 
land ;  ^  and  never  more  so  aiMe  I 
teced  the  Idligdoin  as  at  .thas  SMMnetit^" 
she  longed  to  add»  but  pmdenoe  mi 
pd&teneaa  equiUy  restnuned  her«  It 
seemed  as  if  now,  fisr  the  first  time  since 
atriTedt  dbe  found  4»metf  among, 
kindnd  spmls. 

Shortly  after  tbese  nmaika^  Ae  ladies^ 
left  the  dttting«4Kxni;  and  Misa  Mut- 
limd  was  equiiiy  pleased  and  flattered 
fay  the  interest  Mrs«  Menlgomeaie  seem«^ 
ed  to  take  in  her.  Modem  manners,  did 
not  aHonr  ifomud  introduclions-^-^so  she 
had  every  Ihing  to  eoi^jtetme  afacmt  her 
new  Ihvouiifte.  That  ahe  was  a  kdy,. 
sminen^  figuie^  told  her.;  akid  her  ooiv 
voreatfam,  equally  isitettigent  andamm^ 
ing^mafinned  tt  ElinnfJ^hidaif  seem- 
ed 


^  .CUmiOBITV* 

ed  an  old  aeqiiaintetioe;  and  a  ftvoured 
one,  at  which  Miss  Maitlarid  rejoiced^ 
as  slie  knew  she  wotfld  60011  learn  all  her 
firiend  knew. 

When  the  gentlemen  joined  them  at 
tea,  Mr.  Oswald  stole  one  hasty  glafnce 
at  Miss  Maitiand,  which  was  as  quickly 
withdrawn^  un(rf)served  by  all  but  Eli^ 
nor,  whose  aflfection  for  lier  friend  made 
her  attentive  to  all  that  concerned  he«^ 
As  thtdiir  visit  drew  near  a  cl6se»  Miss 
Maitland  found  her  reloetanee  Co  pai^ 
'with  her  new  acquaintances  increase. 

WohM  it  hot  li^n,  that  I  might  have 
an  excuse!"^  tiioughlt  she. 

While  suck  wi^es  toae  ki  her  min^ 
Mr.  Wylie^  with  «ven  mwe  than  bis 
usual  importance,  walked'  across  the 
Hroom  tb  wliese  sfce  was  sitting,,  aod  b^ 
ged  dbe  w<lidd  dikm  Mat  ^^  order  the 
<»ntriage.~$^  Allboiiglv  L  am  oocry^  to 

leave 
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leave  this  wortbjr  compaajr,  yefc  I  earihot 
think  of  exposing  .your  health,  ta  the 
keen  n^^bt-aur.". 

Nor  need  you,  Mr.  WyKe,"  «iid 
lady  Lnmsdauie;  "  I  flatter  utymii  our 
ward  will  trust  betself  at  leaat  oae  a^ht 
with  us*"  And  .tutning  to  Mias  Maitr 
land,  enfixoed  her  iavitatiQii  by  a.kipd* 
ness  <tf  lookiaid  manrier'ffhat,  ^wb  had 
shfe  been  otherwise  indined,  Eliaa  :iivottld 
not  have  been  able  .to  withstands  * 

Miss-^ndahr  lOAd.'Sopltta  wei^  asked 
to  remain;  but  tbey  bdth.deli^ed  00 
mnch.upon  Mr.  Wjrlie,  that  an  ai^cial  to 
him  was  the  only  answer  they.  retaroed^ 
— ^  Sof^iii^  fw  must  go  home  with 
me;  your  mokhto  has  been  aloiie  aU  day^ 
Efincnv  you  inay  accept  lady  lAms^ 
Mmts  invitation,  as  you  probaUy  may 
be  of  .  use  ito  Miss  Mtdtland^  in  the  abp^ 
flaioe  tof  jfaer  maid." 

The 
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The  irtt  part  q£  this  i^eeoli  tvuso 
gmtkying  to  EUnor^  that  the  ktter  was 
unheard,  and  the  taunt,  consequently^ 
unfelt  Xot  so  with  her  friend  2  keenly 
did  she  feel  the  »i|>l!ed  infeviarity,  and 
dei|AB0d'  the  person  whose  narrow  amd 
^veiling  soul  oouid  hazard  woundhig 
a  gisheroM  3nhi4  merdy  to  pay  oourt 
to  ricbas^^'  Had  .my  wedth  bedn  Eti* 
ttcv^i  lw«^  dififeretrt  your  fadiKviismr  r 

Mr.  Wyile  paid  has  parting  eodnpli^ 
menta  in  his  -very  beat  manaer-^oped 
Ik  Ptttttak  and  famiiy  would  do  him 
the  l^aour  to  eat  a  bit  of  tnutton,  smne 
of  theaedsiyi^  at  Muirvenside.  Ta  Mrs. 
Montgomarie  he  repeated  all  tiUs;  but 
wldle  doing  ao,  looked  exaedy  like  a 
schoolboy  who  is  oompeiled  reluotmtly 
to  say  over  t))e  task  wUb  which  he  has 
trifled  ali  day.  The  oalm  and  oemposed 
manner  of  the  lady  formed  b  stmiga 

contrast 


otmtirflfet  trilfe  tile  gUC  fanmi^  y«t  tome* 
wiMt  fidgettjr  muiiicn  of  ^  geiltleu 
man. 

At  lenglik  S<^hk  and  her  ftlher  i^re 
teated  in  the  duds^  amMbl  tiw 
of  the  younger  MTVintBy  and  the  doady 
brows  of  ^  gKj-hiifed.  HMnkds**^ 

How  nnidi  wcmid  the  lefviMiof  ^rfte 
ooit,  fttfaer?  and  itbo  fadoglit  it?  It 
secus  mjr  oM4Uhkttiied*^-Mewti  older 
than  sir  Patrick;  and  fluey  aayihte  iidMff 
ma  poor  for  a  baronet; 'and  one 'ivoiild 
hardly  imagnie  he  would  ifty-  rat 
mudi  money  at  the  pkte  ^would  ecet  eU 
at  one  tiine«-*^h^  yon  Hiink  air?^ 

What  IB  it  you  are  ohattefiog  about 
]plate  and  nmney,  girl?*"  AndT^using 
himself  ftom  the  corner  of  the  chaise^ 
where  he  had  sat  abeoribed  in  thought, 
he  tamed  angrily  to  his  daughter--^ 

Sophk»  I  wish  you  woi^  ibeep  your 

idle 


no  tinie  to  lanswer  them  ;"  and  ikrtth  that 
he  resumed  his  former  posture. 

BoWiSppbia*  whosf^  curiosity  ttrnit.all 
iiliver  and  whose  tc»gue.ti:«taiUed  with 
edgertieis  to  make  a  thousand  inquiries, 
and  BB  mmf  rtoiarks^  was  obUged  td 
sit; 4Ient^  fill  they  reiaohed home, /mem 
tilly  iresdinngf  howerer^thaf  fast^thotfaer 
should  barYe^tUjthe  i  henefit  of;  what  her 
fetbaf  hiftd  refused  to  hear. 
.  The  partjr  at  sit  Batricdc^  were  soon 
engii^  ;^  Ifleasant  iconv)enation.  In 
the  dbwwtng^TO^  ^e  seveial  kinds  of 
stu^g^  liirdfk^^ine  of  which  were  en^ 
tir^y  ne«r  to  Misa  MMtland.  She  ap- 
plied to  Mt9.  Mofttgomerie  fi>i!  informal 
tion,  and  sdon  .after  m  Patrick  joined 
in.  tbe  cpnVcfersatkm.  He  told  MLfe  Mait«^ 
land,  thai;  in  his  youth  he  hadi  been 
furious     .1^  science^  md  hod  the  re^ 

mains 
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mains  of  n  odkctiotis  whidi,  he  would 
shew  her.  -  .        •      ;  »  • . 

A  summons  to  supper  interrupted  the 
old  gentleman ;  but  he  had  got  too  fond 
of  his  sulyeofe  to  quit  it  altogether^to 
it  was' resumed  on  the  itq^peaninoe  of 
some  game  ati  table.  *Mn  Ofiiwdd  and 
Heniy  joined;  each- hadf  bis  r|marib>to 
make»  or  his  anecdote  to  td^  of  the  rak 
rious  birds  they  had  seen;  From  the 
feathered  tribe  :t&^  made  a  .  transition 
to  fishes,  shells, !  iossils,  ^c;  till  ladj 
Lum^ine  said-^^  GhildreD^I^amsoiTf 
to  interrupt  you,  'faot^  Ae  jni^t  wens 
apace,  'and  tomorrow  y«u  may  have 
full  time  to  discuss  tail  thede  subjects."  i 
Bihg  ffar  ligbts^Henry,"  said  &ir  Pa- 
tiick;:  i^  ¥bav  inbther,Sa'qidtefightw 
Mbs  MaitVmd,  'm^r  Mr/-  wkiki^ep  you 
I<w«s<ta»ttkniei  butrEfdigbt-:--thm 
aufajeott  makarwe  yoM^  agaih.?    i  / 

"No 
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6r  never  have  I  spent  such  a  <le%btfiil 

TTbff  .'PWtv!  ti^o  .sfpdriitedt  asML  after 
^afi«(tioiMte  9(>oAaugbt  to  Mr&  Mi>nt- 
"gpmmfu  l^umsdbiM  conducted 
AAiB9:MaybT)Atlnd.BUB0rito  their  ]^<M!in% 
wlvMi^  openffd  tihrougk  on^mM^er^  aiid. 
with 'an  almMtrmattaial  enihraoe^  Ml 
ihs  tiK0  friends^  ' 

^  GOi^iiny  dour  Einoo^!  irbal  a  wa- 
ixiaii!t!irtiat.a  ftnoily!  .and  su(d&  a  con^ 
tiasfc!...*I.neQd  not  ask  you  what  jour 
dftcught^  aoe-^  can  r^  them  in  your 
e^.  /Why  .  was  I  not'  p^Eiiiiitted  to  stay 
h«te  nitiuar  than  bt  Mmnreaasdc^*'  she 
wauld  haare,  am}  %  hut  raconeictiD^  £Ii- 
«or»($faf  «tqpf>ad,nvttl6hep^nd  htoghh 
sogly^  ftkiabfd  tht;  oentQhcB^.iuid  liien 
and^-^'r^at  I  woAdtt  who  tUs  Afr.  p». 
wald  is?  tl  i|m  i^mut  atiewions  litkjiaMr 


9s  Sofhh. herself  would  be;  «n4 1  have 
acme  i(k»  you  q$n  UHX  Wt  j£  ym 

ir  saiji  Miw  M4«tlai»4.  wbile  a 
blusb  of  aogcr  suffused  her  fyw ;  but 
quickly  cheddqg  berqelf,  {fdd<e^  in  a 
calmer  tpne^  "  I  do  indeod  kppir  luni. 
and,  my  dear  S^knor,  at  this  nv)qnent 
feel  mysetf  strongliy  impelled  to  eonfide 
to  yea  what  I  have  never  don«  to  an- 
other: aod  I  am  well  assured  my  con- 
fidence will  not  be  abased  " 

Elioor^s  kxdfis,  ^  mope  than  her  word^ 
manUMied  d^.giratitii^  the  ^Ut  for  this 
mark  of  ^endship ;  and  seating  herae)f 
by  MIm  MaUtan^  Ijstenedi  with  awa- 
kened hiteveat*  tnbisstoiy. 

*'  It  is  nearly  three  year«  now  «noe  J 
wen^  with  a  hwge  party,  tf>  a  pleasmi^ 
ml.  Hreiy  ex«Hsii<)n  of  tlNit^]lMiid,.y<m 
foip%  my     JJIjnwi.hfd  ^.ht 

oealed 


curiosity; 

ceAbd  from  tnj  good  grandmother.  My 
lamented  parents  fate»  yoix  would  say^, 
ought  to  have  been  before  my  eyes,  and 
prevented  me  from  jtHmng  such  a  party. 
But  youth^alas !  what  will  not  youtb 
"do,  especi^y  as  all  along  I  had  been 
kept  in  a  sort  erf  hoHoaraUe  ' captivity, 
by  i6y  grandmotbei^s  side?  A  (few  days 
were  allowed  me  to  spend  with  a  compa- 
nion,' a  few  years  older  than  my3elf, 
upon 'her  mrarriage;  aofki  in^  these  few 
days  did  I  not  feel  and  suffer  enough 
•to  puriish  me  feir  my  disobedience — and 
I  yet  -lfeei  it;  but  1  w^ndeif  from  my 
'purpose.  • ' 

'  *Iff  a  fine  Septelofiber  morning,  we 
.  set  sail  from  the  moiitM  of  the  Thames. 

Oul*  pafty^cohsiat^^of  fieirtjr  ♦hi^ty  la- 
^  dies  ' and  ^etitlethett;  aiftdi^«^bbB(l  wAs 

•MV/'OswaW;:  Tffl  font  o'doA  in'the 

iiftfeiUW      bdd  ft  Veky  pl^asanf  tinii: 

the 
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the  clouds  then  seemed  to  threaten  a 
heavy  shower,  but  we  thought  not  of 
it.    High  in  health  and  ^irits,  we 
minded  not  the  appesuranoe  of  the  ele« 
ments;  it  seemed  as  if  we  had  the  power 
of  controlling  them,  so  careless  were  we. 
The  gale  increased,  and  iii  an  hour  or 
two's  time  confusim  and  dismay  were 
seen  in  every  fece  where  joy  and  glad- 
ness were  painted  befi)re.   The  provi- 
sion for  the  company  had  been  liberal ; 
of  course  the  sailors  had  not  been  for- 
got, and,  like  all  sailors,  had  benefited 
by  the  present  hour,  without  thinking 
of  that  whidi  was  to  come.    In  the 
meanwhile  our  ladies,  by  turns,  shrieked 
and  prayed.   The  gentlemen  were  at- 
tentive, as  &r  as  drcuBistanoes  would 
aUow^   Many  of  them,  as  well  as  the 
ladies,'  were  very  sick,  but  some  were 
not  80 ;  either  more  used  tatihe  elemeat, 
¥0L.  L  K  or 
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or  less  frigfatened  by  it,  they  retained 
thebr  senses  amidst  tbe  genend  ftight 
and  cMfusiom. 

Among  tibese,  need  I  that  Os- 
wald was  one  ?  Althosrgh  not  Stress- 
^  by  siokness  and  terror,  Hke  many  of 
my  companions,  yet  oonsdenoe,  like  a 
Tultore,  sat  gnawing  at  my  heart,  for 
deceiving  and  robbing  my  good  gnmd- 
mother  (for  never  more  did  I  expect  to 
see  hi^) ;  and  while  I  sat,  disoocia^ate 
and  dlmoBt  motionless,  my  dress  wet 
with  tiie  spray  dafihing  over  me,  Oswald 
came,  and  with  tbe  humblest  manner 
proffered  his  services.  His  mantms  and 
brngoage  were  dll  gentleness,  yet  there 
was  vometbing  in  the  eye  fierce  and  iuht 
tameaUe;  to  me  be  appeared  as  a  giiar- 
dian  angel  Tfaeve  were  some  of  tbe  lafies 
whose  VMinmffs  hart  me,  iitmi  thdr  real 
or  flflfiteted  wtakmss,  wad.  of  the  ^litle^ 

men 
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men  that  disgusted,  from  their  want  6f 
delicacy,  at  a  time  when  that  was  most 
wanted.  Oswald  alone  seemed  to  have 
alibis  senses  about  him.  From  what 
cause  I  know  -not,  but  he  lent  all  his  at- 
tention to  me — I  bad  almost  said  bis 
thougbts^K^ertftinly  his  eyes  said  deceit- 
fid  things^  if  he  were  not  interested  in 
me.  I  need  hardly  say,  bis  attentions 
wer^  grateful  to  me.  Surrounded  wilh 
strangers,  and  in  a  scene  of  imminent 
danger,  any  soul  sought  sympathy  with 
none,  but  one  who  too  early  awakened 
it  in  my  bosom. 

^  The  night  passed  away  in  doubts 
and  fears,  and  the  morning  brought  with 
it  a  bright  sun,  to  help  us  to  brave  our 
dangers,  for  dangers  in  plenty  we  had. 
Most  feclonately  for  our  party,  a  fiigate 
8000  hove  in  sight,  whose  commander 
was  an  intimate  of  one  of  the  company. 

£8  We 
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We  were  soon  afterwards  taken  on  boarf  i 
the  frigate,  and  regaled  in  a  sumptuous 
manner.    The  sullen  brows  of  our  sick 
ladies  soon  gave  way  before  the  all-cheer-  i 
ing  sight  of  an  ample  and  welUfumished 
cabin,  and  the  jovial  cheers  of  a  set  of  i 
jolly  tars.    For  my  own  part,  almost 
dead  with  fatigue  dnd  anxiety  of  mind,  i 
it  was  only  by  the  help  of  Oswald  that  i 
I  got  up  the  ship's  side.    Never  was  I 
more  astonished  than  when  introduced 
to  such  a  scene :  the  courtly  politeness 
of  the  officers,  and  the  self-devotion  of 
the  sailors,  altogether  formed  a  scene, 
which,  had  my  mind  been  at  ease,  would 
have  highly  pleased  me;  but  amidst 
them  all,  Oswald,  and  Oswald  alone,  in- 
terested me.  \ 

"  My  friend,  Mrs.  D  ,  wa3  now  re- 
covered from  sickness,  and  joined  us  at 
dinner  in  the  cabin.   We  had  a  dance 

m 
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in  tbe  evening ;  and  need  I  say  that  Os- 
wald  solicited  and  obtained  my  hand  for 
the  first  and  second  dances ;  and  while 
we  sat,  his  conversation^  equally  pleasant 
and  instructive,  whiled  away  an  evening 
which  looked  miserably  long  in  prospect. 

We  passed  the  night  in  the  frigate, 
and  next  day  the  long-boat  set  us  on 
shore  near  Portsmouth.  Postchaises 
conveyed  us  to  my  friend's  house  ;  and 
never  wdus  joy  more  extravagantly  ex* 
pressed  than  by  all  the  party.  I  may, 
indeed^  except  myself,  and  also  Oswald, 
on  whose  arm  I  leaned,  who,  as  we  were 
about  to  part,  sighed,  and  pressed  the 
arm  I  was  about  to  draw  from  its  sup- 
port  Next  day  I  arrived  in  town,  found 
my  worthy  grandmother  in  good  health 
and  spirits,  and  resumed  my  usual  em- 
ployments; but,  alas !  my  peace  of  mind 
£  3  was 
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was  flown.  In  Tain  did  I  stride  to  tinnk 
imd  act  as  I  had  done  heSore-^-my  work; 
my  flowers^  erm  my  mum^  seemed 
tasteless  to  me. 

One  da}%  while  intting  aloae^  mj 
maid  told  me  a  gentleman  was  in  the 
drawing-room,  awaiting  me.  As  this 
was  nothing  extraordinary,  I  went  down ; 
but  what  was  my  surprise  to  find  Os^ 
wald  there!  He  bowed  stifiy,  as  I 
thought,  and  presented  a  card  from  my 

friend,  Mrs,  D  *   Our  conversp*i<m, 

from  being  grave  and  GoranK)iip}aee9 
grew  intelligent  and  interesting,  an$ 
ended,  oh,  EKnor!  in  an  nnreseirvecl 
offer  of  his  heart. 

*  I  cannot  describe  Uie  pamftil  emo- 
tions I  now  felt.  Fear,  giiel^  joy,  ajt* 
teraately  seiised  me^fear,  lest  re- 
puted wealth  might  prompt  Hhs  0flfer~« 

grief. 
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griofytiiat  I  hadnayaisnts  .toeoiMiilt^ 
and  j<7,  that  I  hadiii8{»ir€!d  sqdi  a  man 
with  sentiments  in  my  fiivour.  He 
wished,  he  said,  to  he  referred  to  my 
grandmother,  for  authority  to  address 
me;  hot,  alas !  my  honoured  parent  was 
then  far  from  well,  and  soon  after  fell 
into  a  lingering  disease,  which  cut  her 
off  in  the  end.  Oswald  called  once  more, 
and  told  me  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
France,  but  requested  me  to  ^ve  him 
some  assurance  of  hope.   I  could  not 
with  my  tongue,  but  I  am  afraid  my 
eyes  belied  it.   I  gave  him  a  note  to 
both  my  guardians,  with  th^  address; 
and  this  day  is  my  first  interview  with 
him.'* 

^  How  strange  that  he  should  not  ac- 
knowledge your  acquaintance  r  said 
Elinor. 

Not  at  all,**  said  her  companion,  "  if 
£  4  you 
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you  consider;  hut,  good-»night  I  we  are 
too  late  up— good-nigbt  again^  my  dear 
Elinorr 


CHAP. 


8l> 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

^  On  a  fiur  palfrey,  well  eqaipped,  did  tit- 
An  AmazoDiaD  dame.  A  scarlet  vest, 

.  For  active  faorBemanship  adaptlj  fit, 
EndosM  her  limbs;  a  plumed  crest 
WavM  o'er  her  head.'' 

I^EXT  morning,  at  break&st^  sir  Patrick 
and  lady  Lumsdaine  pressed  the  young, 
kdies  very  nauch  to  stay  a  few  days 
with  them,  to  whieh.Miss  Maitland  con^ 
sented ;  and  she  sat  down  to  write  a  note 
to  her  guardian,  telling  her  intention,, 
and  asking  leave  for  Elinor  to  remain; 
with  her. 

Miss  MaiUand  the  more  eamly  con-^ 
aented  to  stay,  as  Mr.  Oswald  and  Hen-* 
B  5  ry 
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ry  Lumsdaine  were  both  to  be  at  the 
moors  fen*  some  days.  She  found  it  pain* 
iul  to  be  an  inmate  with  one  to  whom 
she  found  it  impossible  to  be  indifferent^ 
and  yet  could  hardly  with  prudence  al- 
low him  as  an  acquaintance,  till  she 
knew  fiirther  about  him. 

After  dispatching  her  note  faMuir- 
yenside^  she  joined  the  ladies  in  the 
drawing-room,  where  she  was  soon  en- 
gaged in  examining  some  very  fine  views 
wbicll  were  iii  the  room^  and  oecaston^ 
sdly  chatting  mth  Mrs.  MoM^merie. 

When  M  pAeasa»tly  cM^ged,  a  ser- 
ymt  amncoiicecl  lady  JhixtAm  Upton, 
ttid  was  folk>wed  hy  ayeong  kdy,  dress^ 
ed  in  a  somm^r  riding-ohressr,  l^ilh  boots' 
of  aatne  colour,  a  lidin^'eap  with 
feathers,  and  a  jockey-whip  in  her  hand. 
Sherun  past  Miss^MattlMd^  went  straight 
up  lo  hdy  Lamsdaiae,  snd^  shddng  her 

heartily 


iOf  Ifldjr  Iiaiiiiiikiir?--t-4tm^^  ^td 
to  see  ]^o»*i-4AveBt  beett  eo  hoiselnek 
time  four  diys^had  a  very  bad  eoH^ 
hardly  better  yet — ^but  just  took  a  gaHop 
aooss  the  waoan  toi  see  jobl  Bkit  where 
aeyeor yaang  usen?  Inmstseeffaan 

otmr  to  ask  theo^  to  a  inefky-*^ 
ibey  lAift  ftom  bomc^.  I  hope^r 

For  a  few  days  l^y  ae{/'  nii  lady 
Loflisdahia 

^  Oh  r  to  tlie  mooii^  I  sopppssif  aild 
irith  the  gfutest  eioe  tamed  mmd, 
stared  hrwiSfy  at  Miw  Maithbid  and 
WSmoiS  ^  tken  tarm^  ta  Irumft^ 
jclaiiie,  la^  if  ndbody  else  wei^  m  the. 

Miss  MIftillMid  w»i^  astxffdriied  at  the 
d^tb,  e»  laUier  iMAbiien  of  her  Toioe^ 
whi^  fitun  hep  yotirtltfut  appsmnce, 
XL  6  could 
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could  never  have  been  expected.  Har* 
&ce  was  good,  but  the  features  high  and 
large ;  and  her  light  hair,  and  keen  blue, 
eyes,  made  it  rather  bold  than  pka-: 
sant 

Lady  Lumsdaine  now  turned  to  Miss 
Maitland— Allow,  me  to  introduce  lady 
Jemima  Upton — she  is  a  near  neigh- 
bourand  with  old-fashioned  pditeness. 
was  beginning  the  ceremony  of  intro- 
duction, as  practised  thirty  years  before, 
when  lady  Jemima  impatiently  inter- 
rupted her  with — "  Oh  Lord  I  why,  Mite 
Maitland^  the  heiress  of  Northfield! — . 
Do  you  know,  my  dear,  I  live  in  your: 
house— your  tenant,  as  it  werie-  JBy. 
the  way,  you  must  pull  down  that  ugly; 
old  hall— why,  th&ce ,  is  not  a  lit  place 
for  a  menage  in  the  whole  building." 
I  am  sorry  the  stables  dpn*t  plea$% 

you. 
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yon,  lady  Jemima;  but  I  can  say  no- 
thing the  house,  as  I  have  never  seen, 
it.'* 

^  Good  gradous !  never  seen  yoor  own 
hcMise ! — wdl,  this  is  best  of  all.  Why,.  - 
you  must  come  and  dine  with  my  aunt 
and  me;  but,  alas!  what  shall  we  do 
for  beaux!  when  will  these  youths  of 
yours  be  home 

^  Why,"  said  lady  Lumsdaine,  we 
expect  them  on  Saturday  to  dinner.'' 

Wdl,  can't  you  come  on  Sunday  ? 
But  no — that  won't  do  either — you 
don't  like  visiting  of  a  Sunday;  nether 
do  I,  but  from  very  different  reasons. 
Well,  come  on  Monday~we  dine  at 
five— :but  you  shall  have  cards,  and  all 
in  due  time;  and,  Miss  Maitland,  don't 
make  excuses,  for  come  you  must^  and 
come  you  shall." 

So  saying,  lady  Jemima,  with  her  ae-^ 

customed 
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cMtoffiiid  etOBr  ritt  to  tiie  kBrj^aKdicvd^ 
and  nteSag        a  Ht^lf  Iiisfr  diu^ 
•*  By  the  way,  lady  Lumsdaine,  hovf: 
mtne§  it  that  you  have  such  an  ugly  old- 
fii$hioned-  pieee  of  ftnrmtiire  ift  y&at 
dnmiti^^^m  m  »  harpmhorii^-^it  isr 
qmt&  Gothk;  i>othiBg  wlHf  do*  but  a. 
grand  piada;  but  you  will  be  waiting, 
till  Henry  brings  home     wife,  i  fancy. . 
WelT,  if  ahe     df  my  Mind,.  $ke  \^11 
soon  send  tiiis,  ^nd  all  Hie  test  of  the 
old  trumpefy,  anpackiiig.   But,?  conti- 
ttued  she,  looking  aft  lady  liumsdaine, 
whosef  tnaaner  was  a  little  stiff,  ''  you 
oan^t  mtelff  he  angry?  Ao^one  eyef  mindis 
wha*  I  say,,  but  my  groom/' 

Young  lady,  I  eettainly  db  feel  oeti- 
o&Hfied  thatonebmi  in  the  higher  df- 
dtea  pay^  4)0  Uttie  a«tenti(m  Co  manners-^ 
I  may  say,  politeness.  Whai  I.eaime  t6 
th«  OMtl&y  1^  lady  of  fi)ilKuie»  blil^,  and 

&shion. 


Mdaa,  grikpin^  ten  mile»  m  n  fim^ 
noon,  attended  by  a  riii^e  graon^  w» 
9S  great  a  wonder  as  Broadwood's  grand 
pianos.** 

Why,  good  gnaous^  kdy  I«iims- 
daine,  I  only  said  what  I  thought !  Ne- 
ver mind.  Come,  be  fiiends;  and  yoa 
will:  give  me  a  londi ;  and  then  off  I 
go  to  my  old  lady  at  home;  and  yoQ'U; 
all  eome  on  Monday  3^ 

The  hiiieh  wa&  served ;  hdy  Jemima 
did  great  honour  to  the  variousr  articTe^ 
tftlking  all  t!re  time  at  her  cousfn,  lord 
Clomnd,  fais  dogs^  horses,  and  the  new 
Irish  melodies. 

Her  horses  were  now  annoaneed — 
"^Ba,  Miss  Maitland,  come  and  look 
dt  my  Oscar.  What  a  beaufifbl  neck 
he  has^r  he  is  looking  fbr  me.  Well,  f 
oome,  my  dear  fbttowT  and  with  a 
parting  nod  to  the  company,.,  die  ran 

down 
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down  stairs.  She  mpunted,  singing  the» 

end  of  an  old  air — 


He  gave  his  bridle-reins  a  shake,  and  said — 
*  Adieu,  for  ever  more,  my  love  ! 
And  adieu,  for  ever  more !' 

Well,  adieu !  but  not  exactly  for  ever, 
more  f  and,  turning  her  horse,  was  soon, 
out  of  sight. 

"  What,  and  who  is  that  young  lady?" 
said  Miss  Maitland,  turning  to  lady 
Luinsdaine. 

**^You  may  well  be  surprised,  my 
Ipve,  at  such  a  compound  of  fashion,, 
vulgarity,  pride,  and  meanness.  I  am  ^ 
happy  to  say  that  she  is  not  a  country- 
woman of  yours  or  minev-she  is  Irish.* 
Her  father  .is,  or  rather  was,  earl  of  Up-., 
ton — the  title  is  now  disputed.  This  is» 
an  only  daughter,  and  inherits  from  her 
mother  a  very  handsome  fortune.  Her. 

maternal 
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maternal  aunt,  who  is  a  Scotswoman^ 
and  has  always  had  the  charge  of  her 
niece,  took  your  house  of  Northfidd 
last  year,  and,  I  must  say,  has  not  a 
litde  astonished  the  neighbourhood,  who 
know  not  which  to  admire  most,  the  su- 
percilious haughtiness  of  the  aunt,  or 
the  unnecessary  and  disagreeable  i^k- 
ness  of  the  niece.  But  I  wcHider  Mr. 
Wylie  did  not  tell  you  who  were  your 
tenants.'* 

"  He  certainly  did;  but  I  was  a  stran- 
ger, and  knowing  nothing  of  them  but 
their  names,  soon  forgot;  but  I  am  not 
likdy  to  do  so  now,  if  you  and  sir  Pa^ 
trick  think  proper  I  should  cultivate  thia 
vdatile  young  lady's  acquaintance.^ 

"  Volatile,  indeed  r  rgoined  her  lady- 
ship,  and  I  wish  she  may  not  g^t  beyond 
even  that."  But  here  her  friend  look* 
ing  at  Mrs.  Montgomerie,  who  was  ajft^ 

pearmg^ 
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peaiing^  smoas^  shook  hec  head-^^  Yoa 
do  not  think  kdy  Jemiina  a  proper  cooip* 
pmion  fov  our  waord?  Donft  I  guess 
rights 

Not  peifectly  sdt;  Ibr aldiougb  1 9m 
far  from  admiring  either  that  young 
lady's  manners  or  edoeatioo,  yet  I  look 
upon  her  move  with  eonipasdon  than, 
any  other  fefeling." 

Contempt,  you.  might  add>''  said 
her  friend. 

^  Piardon  me^  lady  Lutnsda^;  when~ 
I  tiiink  of  the  totals  wmt  of  example 
and  precept  in  which  thid^  youngs  person's 
earty  years^  were  passed — no  parents 
watchful  eye  to  ^teet  and  correct  the 
appearm>ee  of  passion,  so  eommon  in* 
ou/  fellen  stated  or  to  draw  forth  and 
s^engt^ea  the  more  amiaMe  dispositions 
wlicii  roost  cbildlren  have,  pity  is  the 
aeiy  ieelmg  she  caBs  forth.  This^poor 

girl 
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gbl  has  had  every  wayward  fiincy  sedu^ 
lously  nursed  by  a  set  of  dependants^ 
who  fi>und  it  their  intereft  to  humour 
Miss  in  all  her  wants  and  wishes;  andhev 
only  fenude  tdative^  from  mistaken  ideas 
of  kindness,  and,  perhaps,  from  being 
so  accuatomed  hersdf,  haa  fintned  her 
nieoe'a  charaeter  a  plague  t9o  all  around 
her;  whereas^  proper  management, 
we  niight  have  had  for  ow  neighbour  a 
livdy,  obligiDg^  and  even  a  sensible  wo^ 
man ;  for  I  am  oonvmced  there  are  good 
materials  to  work  nfxm  m  the  present 
subject.*' 

^Iiady  Jemiima,''  said  lisu^y  Lnm^ 
daine,  is  certainly  indebted  to  your 
good  epinion,  and  that  is  more  than  I 
thmk  she  m  entitfed  to,  from  her  behfu- 
vioor  to-day.  I  dont  believe  she  ever 
spdte  to  yoa>  or  took  notice  ef  your 

being 


9S  CUBIOSITY. 

being  in  the  room. — Miss  Maitland,  di<l 
not  you  see  that  ?*• 

Most  assuredly  I  did,  and  could 
hardly  believe  that  any  one  who  had  any 
respect  for  themselves  would  behave  so 
rudely.'* 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  smiled,  and  tium* 
ing  to  Miss  Maitl|and»  said — I  like  to 
hear  you  speak  so  earnestly ;  but  don't 
judge  too  quickly  and  too  harshly  of 
your  neighbour— you  will  yet  hear  and 
see  many  things  that  will  surprise  and 
.  even  hurt  your  feelings ;  but  I  mistake 
if  there  is  not  a  good  soil  at  the  bottom 
of  all  this  rubbish.  Lady  Jemima  has 
a  heart,  and  a  good  one^  and  I  think 
you  may  get  ^  at  it.   But,"  added  she, 

I  tire  you,  and  iorget  that  it  is  past 
my  hour  to  leave  this  hospitable  tnan* 
won. — ^You  know  how  positive  /am,** 

turning 
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turning  to  lady  LumscUdne,  who  was 
preparing  to  speak;  you  remember 
our  agreement,  that  I  go  and  come  easi- 
ly ;  and  ere  now  my  poor  old  Nanny 
will  be  waitiilg.''  And  having  arrayed 
herself  in  a  dress  more  suited  to  walk- 
ing, she  bade  adieu  to  the  ladies,  but 
not  without  pressing  Miss  Maitland  to 
visit  her  cottage,  which  she  readily  pro- 
mised to  do. 

When  the  door  had  closed  on  their 
visitor.  Miss   Maitland  exclaimed  ~ 

Pray  who  is  this  lady  ?  I  hardly  know 
in  what  terms  to  express  my  admiration 
of  hen  Is  she  related  to  you  or  sir  Pa- 
trick?" 

"  To  neither;  but  I  have  the  happi- 
ness  to  call  this  inestimable  woman 
friend ;  and  a  firm  one  she  has  been  in 
my  various  trials,  which  have  been  great- 
er— greater  than  I  have  been  at  times 

able 
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aUe  to  bear.  But  I  grow  dull,  and  that  is 
not  the  way  to  make  you  like  the  ^cttsth^ 
which  I  have  set  my  heart  on  doing. 
Here  oomes  sir  S^triok,  to  put  us  m 
mind  of  orar  waQk." 

The  knight  now  eitered,  and  re- 
quested the  ladies  to  come  and  give 
their  opinion  of  a  new  walk  he  was  cut- 
ting in  the  plantations. — These  idle 
boys,  Henry  and  his  friend  Oswald,  are  off 
on  their  excursion,  and  I  cm  get  no  good 
^  them.  Oswald  seems  rather  a  me- 
lancholy sort  of  man.  Foot  fdlew !  be 
is  perhaps  in  love ;  but,  Miss  Maitland, 
you  must  cheer  him  up ;  and  if  hia  heart 
is  not  far  gone,  he  may  recall  it,  and  lay 
it  at  your  fi^et** 

Thus  rah  m  the  good^iatured  old 
man,  while  he  walked  with  the  ladies. 
After  a  plenant  walk,  4shey  returned  to 
the  castle  in  iime  to  Ams  for  dimiw. 

Our 
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Our  teroiae  was  suvprked  and  de- 
%fated  at  the  sight  of  her  attendgAt 
MoUy,  whom  she  did  not  eicpect  somoh. 
~«  Kjsi,  ma'ati !  you  thmk  I  w<»ild 
stay  away  frofii  you  my  longer  than  I 
could  h^  ?  But)  last  n^ght»  I  «ever  was 
80  frigbtencid  9s  when  you  did  ndt  come 
home  with  imstar  Wylie;  and  he  was 
so  cross  and  frUDspisb,  as  nothing  could 
be  Uke.  He  scolded  at  all  the  imrvants, 
and  swears  he  will  tum  away  you,  Tom, 
'cause  as  liow  he  made  a  little  meny 
with  some  of  the  servwts  here.  I  never 
seed  sudi  a  house;  and  his  wife  is  so 
trouhlesome^never  at  rest ;  the  bell  goes 
ring,  ring,  far  evcar." 

Why,  Molly,  you  Purely  fei^t  thut 
I  have  to^rt8S<«^ott  used  not  to  have 
so  much  to  isiiy." 

Molly  applied  herself  to  iher  toilet 
4iiti6s»  hok  «oon  began  iigain*  with~ 

«  Would 
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Would  you  think  it,  ray  lady,  if  Miss 
Willy  was  not  for  the  shape  of  some  of 
your  gowns  from  me;  but  she  had  the 
wrong  sow  by  the  ear,  I  can  tell  her. 
This  morning  she  came  into  your  room, 
while  I  was  putting  some  of  your  things 
to  rights. — *  Molly,'  says  she,  *  you  are 
very  diligent;  you  will  have  more  to  do 
here  than  while  in  London.  Miss  Mait- 
land  would  then  get  her  dress  all  made 
by  the  first  milliners  in  town,  here  we 
have  none  that  she  will  employ,  which 
will  make  her  more  dependent  on  you.' 
And  she  went  on,  and  asked  me  so  many 
questions,  and  tried  on  one  of  your  mob- 
caps,  and  said  as  how  you  dressed  your 
hair  neatly,  and—** 

^  Give  over,  Molly — I  wdnt  suffer 
you  to  speak  so  of  Miss  Wylie*— I  don't 
need  you — ^leave  the  room.*' 

Poor  MoHy,  affection  for  her  mistress, 

and 
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and  being  in  a  land  of  strangers,  having 
made  her  more  than  usually  communica^ 
tive,  was  sorry  and  surprised  at  having 
incurred  her  mistress's  displeasure,  beg- 
ged and  obtained  forgiveness,  on  con- 
dition of  silence,  which  she  maintained ; 
but  she  indemnified  herself  when  she 
got  to  the  servant's  hall,  by  telling  eve- 
ry one  that  would  listen  to  her^  how 
very  stingy  madam  Willy  was,  and  how 
Miss  had  nasty  ydlow  hair,  which  she 
might  dress  as  fine  as  she  pleased,  no 
one  would  be  fool  enough  to  look  at  it, 
as  long  as  they  see  her  young  lady  or 
Miss  Sinclair,  Who  was  a  handsome,  dvil- 
q^ken  lady,  quite  surprising  for  one  of 
them  Scots  people. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  and  sir  Patrick 
found  more  and  more  to  admire  and 
love  in  their  ward.  Although  there 
was  no  other  company,  yet  the  conver- 

VOL.1.  F  sation 
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Mtaon  nefer  gtew  1iedii6i8s^iiever  faoi* 
fished ;  no^tiUkigiOuttaf  <w«tdie»'^«i 
Mstleis  ^lodks;  "wdihwemed  ^kiiosedifd 

•haor«kf  nftiiing'qanived^  tiie«olAfgeiMew 
itoanrstidu^''^  ^  diot  ^tliidk  I  ahouia 
irave  hissed  ^ithese  4ad6      rlittie.;  tthe 

I ne^r  yihet^  tvds  tonenyy 
Mir.  Wiylie;  'biit  ^ofaiasfinijynfte^m, 
^ce  i^ae  of  ^^hatflie-brirafeiiiiviedd^ 
<by  &dn^  [jpntar  'abode  at  MuiwMMaB^ 

^9^^«o^gKfw\ji8kmB,  iif  .3rtu)pey?4iAAi 

ther-guardian's  arrangtnnmls  ^ntte  rnot 
«MdtMs,  ml  hope  weqAnll  mil  b&ffteti- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Their  lord  reoeives  them  at  the  pQmpous  gate; 

The  tables  groaD  with  costly  piles  of  food. 

And  dll  is^nore  thau' hospitably  good.   'Pa  an  ell. 


Ok  the  Saturday  the  young  gen^oqimi 
siipdp  Mr  HBpwaBce  to  #  very  late 
<4mier  ^  ;the  fWtle.    Henij,  4n  his 
rgniet  |iiraQr»  inguiiKd  ^^fter  .new;?, 
ithey  rhad  9oj  ^tofs. 
^  ^S^jsA  4Qafi0r>''  f«niiwae4  sir  I^atriqk ; 
^M«tf  one  ilfur  Jftdy  oipt  only  called  to 
nee  -ypu  iffnd  yqurjfiien^  ,bu^  has  writ- 
tlBAjw  ywiaiayrJWe,''  }^^^m  the  cards  , 
iflf  ilimtiy^n  ttp       tOs^^Id  his 
.#90.    -  *  Wi^  ^g^ntlepien,       ypu  ,RQt 
F  2  highly 


100  CURIOSITY. 

highly  honoured?  for  this  dinner-party 
has  been  delayed  on  your  account." 

I  am  sorry  it  has,  for  I  don't  think 
I  shall  go." 

Not  go !  why,  Henry,  what  is  come 
over  you?  Miss  Maitland,  your  mo- 
ther, and  I,  are  going;  and  what  excuse 
have  you  ?" 

"  Henry  is  fatigued  to-night ;  he  will  ' 
think  better  of  it  to-morrow,"  said  his 
friend. 

The  night  of  Saturday  proved  the 
dullest  Miss  Maitland  had  spent  at  the 
castle.  Oswald  seemed  thoughtful  and 
absent;  Henry  was  obviously  either  un- 
well,  or  much  worn  out  by  his  exercise; 
lady  Lumsdaine  seemed  quite  taken  up 
about  her  son;  and  the  good  knight 
wearied  himself  in  vain,  endeavouring 
to  inspire  his  guests  with  the  spirit  of 
conversation. — I  verily  believe,  boys, 

you 


CUEIOSITY.  101 

you  have  brought  the  gemus  of  duhiess 
home  with  you.  Since  ever  you  went 
away,  we  have  been  so  much  pleased 
with  each  Other,  that  the  hours  have 
actually  flown;  but,  as  you  all  s^m 
tired,  we  shall  retire  early,  and  I  hope 
a  nighf  s  rest  will  restore  you  to  more 
animation." 

They  all  retired  early,  much  less  sa- 
tisfied with  themselves  and  each  other 
than  usual  Each  had  his  own  particu- 
lar hopes,  wishes,  or  fears,  to  occupy 
his  thoughts,  and  none  were  more  per- 
plexing than  thos^  of  our  herome  and 
Oswald.  She  was  vexed  and  hurt  that 
he  did  not  try  to  renew  their  acquain- 
tance farth^  than  what  the  common 
fdrms  of  politeness  required ;  aAd,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  longed  to  know  if  Miss 
Maitland  had  ever  mentioned  having 
met  with  him  in  England  to  sir  Patrick 
F  S  or 
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castle  set  oat*  for  Northfield.  Our 
heroine's  heart  beat  with  expeetation 
and  hope,  as  sir  Patrick  pdnted  out  the 
first  view  of  the  mansion  of  her  forefa- 
thers. It  appeared  to  have  been  built 
at  diflferent  periods :  the  form  was  three 
parts  of  a  square,  high  and  narrow ;  and 
as  tbejr  droVe  into  the  courtyard,  Eliza- 
beth remrarked,  that  thm  were  loop^ 
holes  fot  musketry  in  some  parts  of  the 
oldest  buiMing.  She  was  lost  in  thought 
when  the  carriage  stopped :  it  had  made 
a  sudden  turn,  and  now  stood  before  a 
more  modem  building,  whose  hall-door 
was  thrown  open,  and  the  interior  pre-  . 
sen  ted  a  crowd  of  servants  in  splendid 
liveries,  and  all  the  furniture  and  frip- 
pery of  a  modem  house. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  company  were 
ushered  into  a  large  old-fiuhioned  draw- 
ing-room, whose  heavy  and  antique  fur- 
niture 
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niture  had  been  partially  displaced  for 
the  reception  of  the  more  modem  arti- 
cles in  use.  London-made  cane  chairs 
were  wedged  between  the  ponderous 
seats,  which  had  once  held  sole  do- 
minion in  this  room.'  Their  heavy 
broad  wooden  backs,  with  satin  seftts, 
embroidered  by  tlie  hands  of  the  ancient 
ladies  of  Northfield,  were  strongly  con- 
trasted with  the  slim  figures  which  were 
thus'  brou^t  in  contact  with  them, 
having  no  small  reseipblance  to  the 
figures  of  a  lady  dressed  for  an  assembly 
in  the  year  1640  and  one  of  the  present 
day.  The  walls  of  this  room  had  for- 
merly been  hung  witli  fionily-portraits, 
but  these  were  jemoved,  and  now  re- 
placed by  all  the  trash  called  viem,  ge- 
nerally palmed  upon  the  ignorant  by 
printsellers;  Among  them,  however, 
w^  paintings  really  excellent;  such  as 
F  5  horses, 


fit]d^&p&iUi  UlcM  wet^^x^cfivMd  iii  the 

Qrf  their  riai^  bein^  tfiMutieed, 
lady  Jefnii^»  step{>^  tbtwt^i  ttid  wei^ 
eoittlng  the  party^  ted  llCiss^  MsMlMfd 
forwwd  totheend  of  the  lK)««ri,  and^ 
trodueed  her  to  a  ladf  ,  wbMe  remwb. 
ab}j-&maH  %iir^  aikl  marked  fefttttres 
alfiiodt  made  otir  heroine  i^tait.-^"^  Al- 
hyw  ftieto  kitroduoe  you,  Mln^  Maitbndt 
to  my  aunt  and  tumlf]^  round  to  an 
elegant  young  nan^  who  bad  j^tst  en^ 
teredo  now^  my  k«d,  have  I  not  dbne 
vreU  ?  TfcAi^  isf^  eousin  C3onmell,  Hk» 
MsidtlMd,  whom  y^tt  must  know.** 

Come,  eomei  Jem,  no  mofe  ibrmal 
introduf«k)ii8«* 

I  t>eg  your  paidon,  co» }  \mt  whcrM 
the  Brandocia?  I  thought  th^  woiM 
hate  heen  hew  ere  tUst    They  bMe 

not 


ime  iiiqs^  fioim  Qkmu  ^npim 

Punter  fnd  l^fis^." 

The  servant  soad  mnmm^  tbf>  Wj^h 
til];  «i§ig|^infR  ai4  bift  i»d 

tfee  gen^WMIhtike  oa^t  of  th^  ^tb^ 
SRfl  fine  %(Ufe  wnd  brntuM  few  of 

Miss  Afoi^2aiKl'«  attmtien  wp»  spon 
vilhdiwim  firm  tlvs  eoRt^oq^iMm  flf 
WMffiaateA  faeteity  and  by  9 

gmt  Bowe  in  ptsaigi^  imd  ianvfir 
^tdy  was  ushered  iipbo  the  ffiow  « 
t^,  el^gmt,  Ittit  hftnghl^nlflojdng  fro- 
mw*  wbon)  *be  r^h%  ei^j^Hr^d  t9 

F  6  dently 
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dently  shewed  the  oonference  in  which 
he  had  been  engaged  was  not  of  the 
most  pleasant  nature.  The  family  of 
Muirvenside  just  then  entered,  and  be- 
fore any  compliments  could  be  passed, 
dinner  was  announced. 

The  dining-room  was  furnished  biuch 
in  the  same  incongruous  manner  as  the 
drawing-room.  The  entertainment  seem- 
ed splendid ;  but  on  removing  the  co- 
vers, the  appearance  and  quality  of  the 
dishes  smelt  strongly  of  French  cookery^ 

The  lady  of  the  house  seemed  much 
in  the  same  taste :  cold,  stiff,  and  dress- 
ed in  the  most  absurd  style  of  ikshion, 
her  welcomes,  if  they  were  such,  were 
only  from  the  lips. 

Lord  Clonmel  took  the  foot  of  the 
table,  and,  to  do  him  and  his  cousin 
justice,  they  seemed  anxious  to  pay 
every  attention  to  their  guests.  Lady 

Jemima, 
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Jemima,  frank,  easy,  and  more  polite 
thaii  usual,  did  her  utmost  to  make 
them  comfortable. 

**  So  you  were  at  the  fiimous  match 
betwixt  colonel  M— —'s  bay  mare  and 
sir  John's  Mustapha:  pray,  was  there 
good  sport,  my  lord?"  said  Mr.  Bran- 
don. 

**  Tolerable  only ;  I  really  grudged 
my  time,  and  more  so  my  horses.'' 

"  You  grudge,  my  lord !  Grudge  is  a 
word  your  lordship  ought  not  to  use;  it 
only  beseems  those  who  have  been  at 
the  trouble  of  gathering  money  to  say 
so-— not  you,  who  were  bom  to  it."— 
Mrs.  Brandon  said  this  so  keaily,  that 
it  was  evident  more  was  meant  than 
met  the  ear. 

Why,  iaith !"  resumed  his  lordship, 

as  to  gathering  money,  I  don't  know, 

but 


but  sme  I  an  it  is  sertler^ 
enough.'^ 

Sir  Patrick,  who  sat  Ws(^  Stiriql^ 
bndl  WM  tb^  pewo^  fib^  seined 
to  thuik  worthy  of  atlftnfkiQfi* 

Doctor  Dwbar  md^.  Mr^  Oawold  apti 

cussing  some  point  with  seeming  ii^^ 

Mr.  Wylie,  rnmr^.  asi  uawl  ^tti^ikd^ 
the  orbit  d  loi^  CUmmcili :  his  9o«  was 
too  hiisily  engaged  with  h}$  ^imw  tp 
mind  any  ond  at  tahk,  be  being  quito 
enftoiouted  over  bia  plajte^  which  had 
baeD  just  iq^kniabad  from  a  dish  of  fidp. 
oaise^  wbidi  atood  beafera  l»»i.Tm'<  Pray, 
Mf.  Gem^ga^  weife  ym  evw  in  Franee?' 
inquired  sir  Patrick. 

No,  aiif/'  w§&  the  answer,  as  if  he 
iah  the  intarrup^n  unpleasant. 

"  Because," 


ocmtoinr.  ill 

BfiCMsie,"  femmed  tlie  knight,  I 
ioiagined  htA  teamed  toralisiitW 
cookeej  th^.*^ 

Tins  speech  either  did  not  reach  the 
efirs  or  undmtoAdiii^  of  Mr.  Geoi^ 
for  no  reply  wa9  made. 

While  tlie  brother  vm  so  busy  in^ 
dniging  one  sense,  the  sister  was  not 
idle,  but  was  deeply*  engaged  with  an- 
other. She  was  attentively  and  scrupu- 
lourfy  examining  the  dresses  of  the  fe- 
males. Her  eyes  wandered  with  won* 
der  over  Misa  9trietland~iWere  fitted 
with  admiration,  when  cHrected  U>  the 
tastefb)  and  eiegavit  aftlira  of  Mra.  Bnx^ 
don;  hot  when  they  Ml  on  the  pbin 
bkek  flook  of'  the  nmifctet's  dan^fitaiv 
disdain  and  contempt  were  pretty  legi^ 
My  written  on  her  eomtenance.  She 
exansined  her  dress  iAth  the  most  un^ 
feeling  md  9l.bred  scrutiny. 

Miss 
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Miss  Mtttland,  who  knew  something 
of  Sophia's  temper,  exerted  herself  to 
draw  Miss  Dunbar  into  conversation; 
in  which  laudable  purpose  she  was  ably 
supported  by  Henry  Lumsdaine.  The 
plaintive  sound  of  the  young  lady's 
voice,  and  the  good  sense  which  marked 
ber  imswers,  confirmed  th^  &vourable 
opinion  Miss  Maitland  had  conceived  of 
her. 

The  dessert  soon  made  its  appearance, 
and  while  Mr.  Brandon  was  busy  with  a 
very  fine  apricot,  his  wife  said—''  These 
things  do  eat  so  well  when  they  cost 
nothing;"  and»  ^ving  her  husband  a 
look  of  ineffitble  fiotAemft^  turned  to 
answer  some  quertion  c£  Mm  Strict- 
land's. 

The  ladies  soon  after  retiuned  to  th^ 
drawing-room,  where  €o£fee  was  served 
in  most  superb  china.    ElisabeUi  in- 
quired 
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quired  why  l^linor  had  not  aooompanied 
Mr.Wylie? 

"  She  has  a  cold,"  said  Sophia,  and 
mamma  would  not  let  her  come  bat; 
but  we  expect  you  to  come  home  with 
us  to-night" 

**  That  she  can't  do,"^  said  lady  Lums- 
daine;  to-night  Miss  Maitland  goes 
home  with  me,  and  to-morrow  I  shall 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  accompanying 
her  to  Muirvenside^  for  I  wish  to  call 
upon  your  mother." 

**  What  is  all  this  about  to-morrow  ? 
I  shall  tell  you  what  is  to  be  done  to- 
morrow " 

**  What  scheme  have  you  got  for  us, 
lady  Jemima/'  said  Sophia. 

**  I'D  tell  you  what  it  is.  There  is  a 
sloop  to  be  laundied  to-morrow  at 
Whitehaven,  and  I  propose  we  shall  all 
go  there  in  a  body.   What  say  you, 

lady 
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kdkf;  Juvmsimeff  sHdl  Itera*  a 

charming  scamper  along  tie  snoiis.,  I 
will  ff:mWtoi^i^d  Qmxt  to  ride : 
beis'aft^ui^aaralamb,  an^Us^ptw^so 
disgr  tbdfy<w  wiU  iwi^in^  3^  ar^  ifi 
an  arm-chair." 

Ham.afibnd  OscMnroidd<  n^A  relish 
1^<jimigct  of  Bbdisrs  8Q>iiiiifib;  mil  al- 
tlmiigih^    miQc  9ppw  stapqgir  tor  jmu 
l  Qiwtt  Qira:  thftfe  I  Qiiwot 
"  lJot{  rWe  !  why  yjw,  jc»t 
but  if  you  can't,      tm^  y<m^  But 

^  va»et]$  of  cifeu9i3taiKmpnvQnl- 
ed  me  from  acquiring  that  aoQwm^tifilk- 
perbufw  i$  ]0iaa for  I  ^  not 
much  relish  webi&tlgQing  ^sioxdse  as  it 
se^rm  Hoi  be  " 

^F«ti|^g!  ofa^  yo«  are  fnite 
wroDg;  it  oeifa  i|t^(wa        But  if 
)rou  Imre  m  ^thec  okgwtioft  to  tike  ex- 
pedition 
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hat  heie  ems?  tte  gcttdeinen wvre  AtSk 

fodb^^i^  espinMed  htr  phna  tor  ilie 

tlemen  to  the  plbui  of  assDunftOnt  mtt 
di»)r.  fnto  Bramkn*  agmoi  to  meet 
tiM  pKTtp  <»tiitf  beadi  MXt  foinmomi  at 
tnielvec^dodc;;^  and^  il  fimlly  aat- 
Aedl  tikrt;  ladbf  JeoMna  and  fier  CQuabi 
wme  tD  take  vp  our  heMUW  aed^  sir  Ifth 
trick's  famUy.  QiT  att  tktt  psrt^  die 
good  cU:kni|glH;  aeened  flit  miy  person 
who  looked  grave  at  the  anrngtiMilt 
finr  nesrfc  Ay^  amuamettt. 

Tke  evennig:  coMdiixM  mtk  waWf 
and  lad?{i  JtmiflMi  was  tamM%  pv^aung 

Miss 
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Miss  Dunbar  to  sing,  when  sir  Patrick 
talked  of  gcdng  home,  and  ordered  the 
carriage.  After  the  ceremony  of  shawl- 
ing and  wishing  good*night,  the  party 
separated ;  and  when  about  to  enter  the 
carriage,  the  baronet  turned  to  his  wife 
with — "  Had  not  we  better  take  in  these 
lads?  it  is  a  damp  raw  night,  and  Henry 
has  not  been  so  welL" 

The  mother  smiled,  grateful  for  the 
attention. — Come,  my  dear  boys,  you 
will  be  mudi  more  comfortable  and 
snug.  Come,  come,  and  don't  keep 
the  ladies  waiting.  Step  in,  Henry; 
but  Where's  Oswald  T 

I  shall  ride,  sir;  it  will  crowd  you ; 
I  can't  think  of  it." 

"  Nonsense !  we  must  have  you. 
There  now,  William,  take  care  of  the 
horses:  now  drive  on.-^Fray,  Miss 

Maitland, 
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Maitland,  what  do  you  think  of  the 
company  ?  and,  above  all,  what  do  you 
thmk  of  your  house  ?*' 

Really,  sir,  my  ideas  on  the  subject 
are  rather  confused;  but  I  must  confess, 
though  you  will  scarce  credit  me,  that  I 
am  more  taken  up  with  the  company 
at  present"* 

Which  of  them  has  the  happinesa 
of  being  so  much  in  your  thoughts  ?  I 
think  I  can  guess.  It  will  be  divided 
between  our  hostess  and  the  Brandon 
family.   Am  I  right?" 

Partly.  Well,  will  you  indulge 
me  by  ^ving  me  some  account  of  that 
extraordinary  pair,  who  seem  to  be  so 
unequally  yoked 

Unequally  indeed,  madam.  I  shall 
refer  you  to  my  wife  for  that  intdli- 
genoe.  I  am  but  an  indiffi^^t  hand 
at  these  sort  of  histories.  Somehow 

or 


joc  odier,  yaa  Indies  ^get£iDlaforeills  in  Se- 

^  So,  sir  Patrick,  \timtis  mwnt  lasia 
Hdnaiof  rbribe  £ot  me  to  sb^giii>;  tbnt  I 
.lAAUinesfe  it  ftiU  Miffiildc^kiril^^  J 
iaosSn  ^imiitiirfiTCBW^^    oA  xyvtr  m0iik 

But,  my  dear  madam,  .you  :fiH'get 
il  ileBMre  you  laoMmr&w,  larid  s^olDeg 
iyouH:m|liin&ulge  me  t»»]iight^' 

^/Qh  ido,  TOOIher.r  imd,  ":If  you 
({kkaae,  ima^am,''  woe  dlie  eotmlies  jof 
the  gentlemen. 

^*  Well,  if  yim  .titfll  /have/hiffD,  take 
ttbe  iDUDwrngmecDOiit: 

^Mx.  BnnidAvwasikro^^l^iupiQ^ 
hospital.   No  one  know  wlu>  shis  qu- 
inentswere.  iEfe  fmBiboifililjfti^i^qipren- 
tieertD  jBomeiteadetm*  other»  fantjdidiMt 
iphaseihiymfnfarr  ;iandigetlapg  intiMMne 
vyofithfiil  scrape^  >«t  dflg  and  MBWitiettr 

heard 


hettdiff  tifl  he  ^Metecto  unetofrfiis  cftv* 

f&eK      irad  igA  riftiiplcyiimit.  inm 
few  years  he  thought  himself  siiffiimnt- 
^edidiy      ^.miK  JiAIl  iiis 

^mti^vts 'we»  vlh*n  beiit  ^minttrijnBig 
bitD  Mtte  gC9it«el2fittiily.  ^OfasKme  in- 
tMduMdiiimctojAfiisSLydia  Wfytxmah: 
be  mm  rmxii  fl&ued  iMi  isor 
aittitlftrs^iat^,  ion  mdiingsinqoiry^und 
Aie  ni^sls  ^he  lOiily  ^tfaogfatsr  :of  la  ititdi 
mepciilfttt,  "who^bid'diedlbNiels^  andiWEUs 
tMAg  ^wlth  am  iMnit,  ^iviiose  dieireiscifae 
HWte.  (Bd^ghtvd  wKlitthiKmemrs;  hedOew 
tX)'^  MMfntlattfr,  dKK^d^siittidxanl 
iiiitiiile^  4ttidi^r  teing  atifirst^nspidgea 
with  ttooaethittg  iike  iscMn,  <wdsiafi»r- 
mrebmceiwl  ;aaiKbEifter  itiieaaEiltamaiiy 
popessfweve  diMm^up>aiBl)rigndd,fihty 

nudn 
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main  in  her  own  hands.  Mr.  Brandon 
was  disappointed,  but  he  thought  of  the 
aunt's  money,  which  he  was  sure  to 
touch. 

But  cunning  people  generally  over- 
reach themselves.  It  was  not  all  true 
he  had  heard.  His  wife's  fiither  had 
been  rich,  but  died  a  bankrupt:  his 
daughter  had  only  a  few  hundred 
pounds,  and  her  aunf  s  income  chiefly 
arose  from  annuities,  which  fell  at  her 
death.  Here  then  was  a  down&l  to  hb 
hopes.  It  was  not  long  before  their 
peace  was  disturbed  by  upbraidings 
from  the  husband,  and  ironical  sneers 
from  the  wife.  He,  like  most  narrow^ 
minded  people,  is  heartily  ashamed  of « 
his  extraction;  By  some  means  or 
other,  his  wife  has  learned  that  he  was 
intended  for  a  bhcksmitb,  and  that  he 
hates  the  name  of  an  hospital ;  so  that 

when 
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c[  his  expa9tulati(n)S|  she  g^peidUy  givf^p 
Jum  some  biting  ivplys  in^  wbich  tbcisf 
unlucky  names  me  alluded  to,"*  - 
*^  And  to  sum  up  all,"  said  the  jkq^t, 
they  are  4  most  uncQmfprfc^ble  ooui^e.'' 
"  I  thinkt"  said  Hemy*, the  kdy  hop 
the  worst  of  it." 

I  beg  yoiiur  pardon/  said  Mias  Maift- 
Itod;  poor  Mr.  Bmndooi  is  most  to  Ife 
pitied.  I  will  appeal  to  lady  Luros^ 
daine^  if  it  is  proper  for  any  pegrspn  what- 
ever to  Gojitnidiict  a  hushandr^&r  less 
laugh  at  him,  or  hurt  his  feelings/ wbi(^ 
she  often  does  wantonly." 

**  I  rejoice  to  hear  you  say  so,  xjoy 
dear;  bat  it  is  impossible  they  paii  be 
kt^j  depeit  ^th  sides;  apf), 
ob!  let  no  wpnvw^  ey«r  dec^e  ^ 
>sbe  v^me$  vritb  n%iv4  to  iiecsimary 
malleKi ; .  1^  liim  be  ;ev^  iso  gemenon^ 
I.  Gr  the  ^ 
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thfe  fliiifliaty  hiirts--tlie  more  so  if  life 
i^^l^arm-hearted';  and  if 'selfiibh,  it  will 
ttever  be  forgiven:  We  grow  grttve  up- 
on it — Mr.  Oswald,  you  are  in  a  dteam, 
1  think." 

"No,  indeedi  madain— I  Wis  most 
attentive  to  your  story,  and  do,  upon 
my  honour,  think  with,  my  friend  Heniry , 
tiat  Brandon  deserves  idl  fad.  has  got 
Why,  what  a  sordid  fellow,  td  be  so 
anxious  for  money,  particularly  when 
he  had  such  plenty  of  his  own !  Oh !  I 
wish  every  one  wi43i  such  viei^s  was  so 
servedr  r 

"Well  done,  Oswald f  bmVo!"  said 
sir  Patrick.  «  Why,  I  think  my  ward 
and  you  ought  to  make  it  out;  if  it  were  ^ 
no  more  than  to  «hei^  the  Ivoirld  wliat  ' 
an  exemplary  and  obedient  vMe  die 
would  make,  and  you  such  a  loving  iEuid 
disinterested  husband.  Biit  she  is  an 

heiress^ 

I 
I 
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heire9S''''*ao  you  must  not  think  of  it,  as 
there  would  he  no  room  to  shew  your 
true  love." 

Luckily  for  both  Miss  Maitland  and 
Mr.  Oswald,  the  carriage-lamps  were 
too  pale  to  shew  the  deep  suffusion  that 
ovaispread  both  their  faces.  A  deep 
dgh  from  Oswald,  «nd  a  scarce-audible 
answer  fiom  Miss  Mdtland,  brought 
them  to  the  castle. 

The  gentlemen  alighted,  and,  for  the 
first  time,  Oswald  offered  his  services  to 
the  ladies.  Eliza's  trembling  hand  was 
lodiLed  in  his,  while  he  whispered — 
"  Unfcxtunately  for  me,  you  are  an 
heiress  T  They  had  now  reached  the  door, 
where,  gently  pressing  her  hand,  he  left 
her. 

So  confused  were  her  ideas,  that  she 
did  not  at  first  notice  her  maid,  who 
stood  ready  to  light  her  up  stairs.  While 
G  2  slowly 
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slowly  slle  assisted  Molly  to  anfinUfi 
some  of  omftmenls,  sh6  toed  to  re- 
cover her  presence  of  mind ;  ^  (At  it 
impossible  to  meet  QsHvald's  ^ye  that 
night,  end  res^ved  to  eltiuse  kersttf 
ap{iearil^g  at  sup|ier. 

As  ^e  had  foremen,  her  kind  hostess . 
was  soon  with  h^^'^  What  is  the  afeat- 
t6r>  my  dear  child?  arte*  you  iH ?.  You 
were  not  complaining  beforeJ' 

Only  a  fit  bf  laziness^  I  be&^e, 
ma'maii  I  hAVe  a  iirer^  ^di^t  headndaic^" 
said  £lisSa>  ti^ykig  to  fore&  It  sxaalt^ 

Only  a  headaobe!  you  have  oaul^t 
cold  with  our  iong  ride,  en*  in  those  hlil& 
aired  rdoms  where  dinedi;  iMt  go  to 
Bed,  tod  I  ihall  send  you  tonethiiq^  to 
cure  your  headache." 
So  skiying,  the  good  l£idy  Mt  hek^ 
How  could  I  ev^  tiikk  that  worthj^ 
Wdtfififti  stiff  or  stately?  Howtkidlhow 

motherly ! 
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motherly !  Cure  my  head !  I  wish  she, 
or  any  one  else,  could  cure  my  heart ! 
but  to-night  its  emotions  are  rather  de* 
lightful  than  otherwise.** . 

The  prescribed  cure  was  sent  up  to 
her,  and  swallowed;  and  with  a  head 
aching  indeed,  but  not  from  disease,  and 
a  heart  beating  with  confiised  but  plea- 
surable emotions,  she  pressed  her  pil* 
low ;  apd  when  sleep  at  last  deigned  to 
visit  her,  her  busy  imagination  was  oc- 
cupied with  the  form,  voice,  and  actions, 
0f  those  leanest  to  her*  Leaving  her  so 
pleasantly  engaged,  we  Aall  finish  tiiit 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


^  Bye-road — ^had  tbem  tight  in  hand  too-— came  to  a 
short  turn  and  a  narrow  lane — bounce !  off  they  went 
— road  repairing-^wbeelbarrow  in  the  way — crash! 
out  flew  I — ^whiz!  pannels  smashed — ^traces  cut— 
Snarler  lamed."* 

Do  you  intend  sitting  all  day  over 
yoiir  break&st,  Mrs.  Brandon?  We 
shall  hare  these  people  calling,  and  the 
tray  not  away  * 

"  If  they  do  come,  where  is  the  harm? 
and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  is  neither  here 
nor  there  for  them  to  wait  till  I  dress.** 
But,*'  resumed  her  husband,  you 
never  connder  my  horses— how  long 

they 


tbey  may  baiae  to  wait  for  you ;  indeed 
yott  ought  not  to  have  had  them  to*day» 
for  I  eould  have  ^ployed  them  much 
mcxe  usefully;  But  it.  is  just  like  the 
rest  of  your  d — «-d  nonsensical  whims, 
taking  up  the  time  of  men  tod  horses* 
to  go  and  see  a  nutshell  oi  a  thing 
launched.  By  Jove!  it  fwould  make 
my  reasonable  man  mad  !^ 

It  does  more^  for  it  has  made  an 
t^nreasonaUe  one  madi  But  go  on- 
put  yourself  in  a  pas»oa«H-frel  and  fiime 
away,  and  by  .the  time  I  return,  you 
will  probably  have  recovered  your  tan^ 
per;  or,  perhaps,  you'  may  make  your 
wiU,  and  with  your  dear,  dear  money 
endow  a  oc^ege,  or  a  oat>  or  an  hoijpi- 
tal^"  and  ringing  for  her  itaaid,  Mrs. 
Briukkm  wasi!  leaving  theroom^  when, 
suddenly  turning,  she  ssid-^^f  Do  give 
Die  one  smile*«4^1y  on^  ihat  I  may  li  ye 
-     .  G  4  upon 
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^ipok  it :  tiU vwe  meet.   Adikih  -au  re^ 

V^AT'/^-^       t'l  Ui  'i  !t.j  •• 

:  .i^:D  *a<4<inr  niutteifed  ithe  hni^ 

hmdi  UB  ^  <do<>r  was  shiib;  ^  sisveiy 
spmb  fiend  pcmeiised  i»e  to'ttisaiTy  that 
vromaii  !^  '  Had  stie  been  la  sc6l4^  'ar  pee-^ 
imh,  ot  cims;  or,  in  short,  wtiy  tUng  b«e 
what  she  ie,  I  toiM  have  kept  iny  tem^ 
per;  but  she  is  fio  euraedly  itonleal,  and 
ther^  na  putting  her  in  a  pasiion^tio 
swh  tfakig.;  and-  the  irarmer  1  grow^ 
die  ieookr  itnd  4»bve  costing  slie^is;  Therq 
18  0naiooii!i£bri--*^iio3)^  knoi^  fdiat  she 
keeps  jne  M  .  under.  ^  Bbev  is  ieally  an 
tA§ffmt^:mmm  i  but  then  ao  rvery .  eK 

[Tiii  musinga  of.this  un&nrtonatedibii^ 
badd  wbre  heiekiteitiqpted  fay  a  aervanti 
who  announced txibnel  CUntan; 4Hnd  bei 
fere  Mrl  Brandcm  had  time  to  ;bxfiM» 
orrButpnae^  .  the  xMonel.  was  afc^  hia 
J  >  side.— 
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Me^^  lioiew  jou  would  be  surpnsed 
to  see  me ;  but  I  have  a  little  re^men* 
tel  buffiiesfi  to  transact  in  tins  ndgh* 
bourhood,  so  thought  I  would  give  you 
a  call;  but  where  is  the  lady?  I  hope 
and  trust  «he  is  at  home." 

She  is  just  on  the  wing^  colonel;  a 
few  minutes  later^  and  you  had  missed 
hen  I  shall  let  her  know  you  are  hare.'* 
It  is  not  for  a  long  visit  she  goes?^ 

^  No,  no,  merely  a  party  to  see  some 
boat-launch  in  the  neighbourhood.'' 

^  My  dear  colonel,  this  is  really-un- 
expected happiness  r  was  Mrs.  Bran- 
don's welcome.  ^  When,  how,  and 
wherefore,  are  you  come?  Truly  I 
thought  you  were  in  London." 

^  I  will  try  and  answer  your  ques- 
tiona  as  exactly  as  I  cm.   As  to  tlie 
when,  I  came  late  last  ni^t — the  how, 
by  posthorses— and  the  wherefcre,  to 
G  5  attend 
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attend  a  oDurt-martial  in  tlit  North* 
And  now,  lady  fair,  will  you  allow  me 
to  rest,  and  to  dkie  with  you  to-day ;  as 
I  came  so  quick,  I  find  I  have  some 
hours  to  spare.** 

"  Allow  you,  sir!  never  talk  so.  I 
have  not  had  such  an  agreeable  surprise 
for  many  a  day.  I  have  an  ^i^gement 
for  a  couple  of  hours  this  forenoon ;  but 
you  can  amuse  yourself  with  Mr.  Bmh* 
don ;  or,  stay — ^perhaps  you  can  accom- 
pany me?** 

"  I  never  refuse  a  lady's  invitation^ 
so  have  with  you.  Your  carriage  is 
coiping  round,  and  I  can  as  wdU  chat 
there,  and  hear  your  news,  as  here.  You 
go  with  us,  Brandon  ?" 

"  Not  I,  fiiith !  more  important  are 
my  concerns  at  home.  I  don't  love  to 
sweU  a  diow;  so  adieu  till  dinner." 

Whai  they  were  in  the  carriage,  the 

colonel 
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odond  asked  all  Ibe  newa.-^''  Nottiing 
extraofdinaiy,  but  the  introduction  of 
an  heiress  jnto  this  wilderness  of  a 
country**' 

An  heiress !  who  on  earth  is  she  ? 
vdll  she  suit  an  old  bachelor  ?  who  or 
what  is  she?  An  hdress  is  not  often 
heard       ftoticulaily  on  this  ground." 

As  to  who  she  is^  that  is  easily  told 
-?^e  is  the  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  the  late  sir  Robert  Maitland ;  re- 
garding what  she  is,  I  really  cannot  so 
readily  say.  I  dined  with  her  yester- 
day—  she  seems  reaerved  and  stiff  e- 
iioi^h;  but  you  will  see  bar  here.** 

On  reaching  the  beac^b,  they  met  with 
many  of  their  acquaintances^  and  amidst 
the  numerous  equipages  observed  an  ele- 
gmt  tandem^  with  a  lady  and  gentleman 
in  it. — There  is  the  heues8»  now,  colo*. 
nel,  in  the  tandem  T 

g6  "And 


''  And  WhGT  ttsM  tlk  fi^yreim  hk^j^fi^ 
ri^s  of  being  bfer  <ftife(^<''\^  iu  r  r  /  , 
Oh !  it>  lord  ^Itoi^l^  one  of  i  the 
best-natured  fellows  alive.  By-theirbjf^j  1 
dont  know  how  he  oom^s  tkat  feficity ; 
but,  tdhhs  dcmc,  We  'siiaU  seef'  and  in 
a  few  miWutes,  by  a  f^it^veiii^nt  of  the' 
carnages,  ^bey  werei  almost  to  ^i«s^ 
Maitlaiid  and  his  loidship. 

The  tandem  wasscarci^ljrpasiiedl  when 
the  eok)liel  exelaimed*^'^  ttnti^  see  that 
giri  nearer ; .  she  has  a  lovely  ftce  t 
it  ie  not  t^at  l^ne-^he  pAts  me  in  intnd' 
of  a  near  and  iiear  rehtion.'^         -  v 

"  Truly^i  tny  doUghty  ifdMkdi  you 
win  gv6rw .  potaantie  iti  my  handsi  I 
thkik.  Illation  :of'  ybaW<»n  slie' 

be  like  Y  B«it  a  tn^uc^'  *  ti»  i«MaeMe^^4et 
u6  view  th^  seeite  'dm«nk}^us^  It  is^  Vevy 
enlivening,  it  tmist  be  ebfrfessed/' 

And  so  it  really  vm.   In  hopes  of 

company 
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company  to  tfAs  teetW^  of  iHtiitBeftienV 
afi  manner  'of  petiU  tnar^oMb  had' 
erected  booths.  '  Some;  heM  ou^  the  al- 
luring bait  of  gingerbread  and  nuts~> 
others  exhUnted  shows  of  i^rioos  kinds 
and  pricesr  Here  Fancti  shewed  all  his 
feate-»the#e  a  ballsd*«inger  immorl^sed 
all  the  heroes  who  had  fought  and  bled 
in  their  country's  cause  for  twenty  years 
back.  • 

By  iiint  of  pushing,  «id  driving,  and 
hdlooing,  at  length  Mrs.  Brandon's 
coachman  attained  a  stand  very  near  the 
ship  that  iva^l  to  ^  launched.'  The 
beadii,  and  ^every  ishi^  in  *  the  harbour, 
were  thronged  with  spectators.  The  ma* 
gistrateg  of  the  ndghbouring  burgh 
came  in  prbc^^n  to  the  b^eh,  to  wit- 
ness and  sanctKmi  the  oeiemotty^  Th6y 
went  oil  board ;  and  while  one  their 
ninnber  skald  behind,  to  send  die  conse* 

crated 
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t  ^kffft  wish^  trouble  ids 

Bdpim  was  just  beginning  ta  speak, 
when  htdj  Jemima  rode  up,  and  began 
with — Trouble  his  lordship  indeed  ! 
why,  what  18  ke  uae  ibr  ?  And  here  is 
Oscsar/'  patting  the  bending  neck  of  het 
palirey,  qiAke  inlpatient  for  a  gallop. 
So  I  propose,  good  people,  that  you  two 
go  stmiglit  hdme  by  fcbe  aaiids,  and  coz 
Glonmel  ishaH  drive  Miss  Maiitland  by 
the  hUl4)oad«^t  will  be  a  change  ^  and 
besides,  I  wish  io  call  on  that  bid  frump- 
ish sort  of  ia  person,  Mrs.  Mofi%omerie, 
whose  cottage  is  somewhere  tberedbout/^ 

With  that  her  ladyship,  bending  on 
tlie  neck  of  her  palfrey,  cantered  off, 
learviiig'  tbeieompany  to  follow  as  they 
beist  might      *  . 

Mr.  Geot^  Wylie  was  too  much  in- 

terested 


temted  WL  the  .i^Tiiee  ml  to  fiiUoW'it 
qi&Uy :  mdJBo^wyithifikttig  she  ifiMld 
have  tittle  enough  .time  to  ^ireas  fibr  idixw 
iier»  and  knoini^  aome  of  the  ittag^ten 
would  eome»  readily  aasteted  to  ^  the 
oefwest  xvied'hisxie. : 

So^^  «id  his  lardsbip^  ''they  ace  oO; 
wd  we  shall  IbUow  «ltff7iy'aiid  Gallon  the 
old  hidy^lhat  int  if  iyoa  hare  nd  object 

None  ib  tbe  iiwld,  sir."* 

Well,  here  we  go.^^^-^l»>,  Dashall! 
<x«ai^;Ajithoiiy  1  get  on»  ye  dogs  T  And 
with  thaf^  Ffai^ping  his  horses  into  a 
gallop^  tluS  ifaaaoh  and  Uterihg.  cpowda 
were  aoQD  left  behind* 

For  the:fint  .ihile  the  motion  ilras  so 
quiokt  *bat  Bttlct'ef  tite^sote^  vtba  difr4 
eemed^  .batirtien  fthe  horses*  slackened 
their  paee^^  Mite  MsitlaDdiwasr^^hted 

with 
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with  the  viriety  of  sMDe  a  small 
patdi  of  mtund  wood,  shewed  itself; 
untainted  by  Ifae  sharp  ^ea-breeze,  it 
diot  forth  itb  limiriant  branehte<;  ^Xfd 
though  now '  the  end  >  of  October,'  even 
the  sear  and  yellow  leaf  had  diarma  finr 
her  oonteniplatiye  miiid.  Her  reifelies 
were  not  broken  by  her  ooni^aiiion^' who 
had  Utile  conversation  but  an  eocasiotidl 
remark,  or  an  encouragement  to  his 
horses,  which  had  now  ideated  their 
pace.  A. few  mud  hovels  ntvir  oime  in 
view,  when  Miss  Maitiand  would  have 
asked  to  whoioi'  th^  bdonged;  at  that 
moment  the  horses  were  startled  writh  a 
noise  from  one  of  the  bouses^  and  set  off 
at  full  speed.  It  was  in  vain  dist  his 
lordship  oBUed,  chedced,  and  even  sworp 
it  his  fiivourite  quadrupeds ; '  they  made 
tray  in  spite  of  him,  disddningthe  rein ; 
J  they 
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they  daAei  on  nHth  ii]ry^<<  Sit  foist, 
my  dear  madam-^I  shall  fioon  rein  them 
in  • 

But  his  oompahioh,  dizzied  and  be* 
wQdered^  did  not  sit  fast;  her  sole 
thought  was  to  throw  hersdf  out,  which 
die  soon  did.  She  recollected  nothing 
more,  till  die  fimnd  hmelf  supported 
bysomeperson— it  was  Oswald.  Almost 
as  pale  as  hersdf,  hb  trembling  artns 
eould  scarce  support  her  weight,  as  she 
half-sat,  half-leaned,  on  a  smaU  grasqr 
knolL — ^  Are  you  better?  are  you  not 
hurt  ?"  wete  his  £rst  inquiries,  while  lua 
eager  eyes  watched  eveiy  expresdon  of 
her  varying  countenance. 

The  gig,  the  horsefr^is  kxid  Clon. 
mel  safe?*  »  ^ 

I  think  not  of  him.;  but  I  sbotild 
hope  they  are  all  sife  by  tins  time.** 

Miss 
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Mis9  Maitbnd  notr  triad  tii-iiiaiid,  haxk 
t9i«dd  it  a  matter  of  more  dtffioilty  than 
she  was  at  first  aware  of;  one  of  her 
sb6~  lbiind  out  or  faniiaed.  She  would 
have  ag^in  aunk  to  the  groimd,  but  for 
the  ready  am  of  Oswalds  who  watdied 
over  her  fBotions  with  feversAi  anxiety. 
-^"^  Ypu  are  iU*-**-you  are  hurt ;  isdtdown 
«gatn; .  while  I  try  to  get  asnstonoa" 

She  did  so  ;  and  Oswald,  pressbig  her 
]Mfeid».fl0vtr  off  to  the'oottnges  to  proeuie' 
awalaiiQe. 

it:  was  some  ndnutes  before  Eliaa 
oould.  .ammge  ^r  ideas  how  Oswald 
daixketo  fae  ihere  ;  she  had  not  seen  him 
that  day  ;  both  he  and  Henry  were  ab^ 
sent  At  botokfert,  and  abe  Iwd  «n  vain 
looked  for  them  on  the  beach. 
:  Her  nheditations  were  intemrpted  by 
the  return  of  Oswald,  witli  two  coqn- 

trymen 


ctAiosirr.  141 
trymen  and  Mrt*  Mcmtgonierie:^''  IWli 
is  m  imkicky  aoddent^nljf  dtisr  nrndini ; 
I  hope,  you  aie  not  huift 

*^  Not  iiiucb-»«^«^7  m  J  mAeMptahad. 
But  how  do  you  happen  to  be  bm?  I 
think  I  0tti  surtoUDded  by  my  filelids.'' 
You  ave  withia  a  few  Atept  of  my 
Gottage^  whither  I  puipoie  tnoiBportiNg 
yon^  if  y«tt  wffl  dlow  me  to  fasve  yiM 
lifted  upon  this  sftiali  gavdra^-chair^ 

Oat  of  the  umi  brcAigfai  fonfard  Hit 
ebsiir^  and  Eliaa  wafe  getitly  pteeM  in  il, 
land  oartied  by  the  men,  the  kind  oM 
hdy  and  Oswald  walkmg  betide  k&t. 

Isa  ten  minotes  they  ^eaikie  ^thin  irlew 
of  a  small  thatehod  hoiia^,  "wiKM  poioh 
was  tyiDaiiiented  witli  cdeqnqg  sbfubv. 
At  enie  ted  grew  a  vety  htjgt  wlllaii^ 
ttec^  and  at  the  other  waaiMardtfae  umt^ 
amir  of  a  vely  sariall  livtaiet w  Theieik 
filjr  home^  to  ^arUoh  yiott  ^awttiwt  ^mi- 
come. 
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come;  Only  I  bad  hoped  ttiat  yoii  would 
have  entered  it  undet  happier  auspices/' 

Miss  Maitland  declared  she  felt  quite 
well,  and  was  very  much  gratified  with 
the  kindmss  of  her  attendants. 

At  the  low  door  of  the  cottage  they 
were  met  by  old  Nanny,  who  assisted 
our  heroine  into  a  small  sitting-room, 
and  supported  her  to  an  dd-fashioned 
cou^,  by  her  mistress's  order.  She  was 
no  sooner  placed  upright  thain  she  had 
iiiearly  fainted ;  her  foot  was  exquisitely 
painful,  and  the  dhange  of  pasture  had 
augmentied  it. 

Old  Nanny?s  slow  motion,  in  bringing 
cordials,  and  her  mistress's  cool  manner  ^ 
while  superinitendiiig,  were  torture  to 
:the  ;fiery  QswaU.  He/snatched  the  oor- 
diak  from  Nabny,  and  pressing  eageriy 
forwaid,  seemed  to  forget  that  there 
weie  witnesses  to  his  tnmspcxrts.  fie 

diecked 
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checked  himself  while  about  to  nise 
Eliza,  and  returoing  behind  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomerie,  with  his  fiice  edmsoned  with 
shame,  and  his  t&y  pulse  beating  with 
trafold  vigomr,  he  stood  to  witness  her 
lecovery* 

When  she  found  voice  firsts  she  beg-  * 
ged  some  of  them  to  go  and  mske  in- 
^piiries  about  his  lordship. 

Oswald,  with  one  look  of  admiration, 
flew  to  the  door  to  obey  her  commands, 
and  thete  he  met  lord  CloumeU  with 
his  left  arm  in  .  a  ding,  atid  his  fiice 
sprinkled,  or  rather  qpotted,  with  blood. 
Is  Miss  Maitliaid  safe?*' 

"  Yes,  but  her  ancle  is  sprained.** 

«  Thank  God!  thank  God  for  that!" 
For  spKaining  her  ancle!— w  great 
matter  of  thankfuhies^  I  should  think,'' 
sud  Oswald,  drily. 

"But 
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Bdt  It  might  hi/ve  hmk  h«r  nedc, 
my  boy ;  let  me  go  and  w&  liw.'' 

IfFot  ki  four  |xresebt  pfight ;  ItfaiK 
Mdthud  has  bee«  ftightened^  and  is  aM 
in  a  tafemor-^ybu  would  ooltjr  make  fcd- 
worse.   Do  you  step  in  there,  andaD- 
*    iitigd  yt>ut^  tditet  a  litde  better^  while  I 
atid  pudpiire  her."* 

^  But  a  suigeon,  toy  dear  f(^&cm^ 
ds»  muat  have  a  suigeon.*' 
^  Is  your  arm  lnott  ?** 

Yes,  a  Htde;  but  I  don't  fliiad  that** 
^  Your  horses  and  gig  saib?" 
^  Att^  inost  wonderfiil  estepe/" 
Oswald  now  left  him,  and  inliinteed 
the  ladies  of  lus  safetgr*   In a&ar  mi- 
nutes his  lordsh^  tipped  at  flie  idoor.<->- 
Cottiem,"  49iied  ItlMi^gdniarie. 
^  Wai  y«tt  adnik  a^pMT  anfoffeaiiate 
fellow?" 

Miss 
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Miss  Makland  bdd  out  her  hand  to 
Yam,  which  he  nosed  respectfully  to  his 
hps. — ^  You  are  not  mudi  hurt,  I  hope, 
madam  ?** 

I  really  cannot  tell  you  how  happy 
I  am  to  see  you  att  alive !  Liet  me  tell 
you,  we  had  a  d  d  narrow  escape : 
but  how  did  you  manage  to  stop  the 
horses?'* 

^  I  stop  then) !  I  had  no  power  over 
them«  The  .reins  were  broken,  and  I 
had  some  thoughts  of  following  your 
example,  when  a  lucky  heap  of  stones 
and  a  wheelbarrow  stopped  short  An- 
thcmy's  career:  he  stumbled  and  feD, 
and  Dashall  fell  too.  The  shock  threw 
me  forward  amongst  the  stones,  which 
scratched  iny  face  a  little.  I  was  soon 
on  my  feet ;  arid  with  the  assistance  of 
two  fellows  who  came  up,  I  soon  disen- 
tangled the  horses  trom  the  carriage : 

vot.  I.  H  they 


WBfPfwy., 
they  we  iJQtf  %t,  J  onljj.^ji^U  eut 
on  Apthony'5  Jkn^e^.  but  ^|§f»i;Ye4^i^ 
fpr  it  was  jwr^^d^  hpa^stpj^lf  temp^^ft 
that  had  liked  to  have  done  alL.t^j^  ;^3- 
chief."  .  V  -j.  ,  {  . 

"  But  your  ^iriyrr-ip  pjiy^  jijijut  ?"  \ 
.  "  Oh  no !.  mer«Jy_  a  twipit  I  g^ve 
ifhen  I  pulled  sp  bai;d^  J.  wish,;  n%: 
dam,"  to  Mrs.  Montgomerie,  -  "  ypij/ 
would,  use  yojup  ^i^thoJTJtjr;  ^9^.§i\euce 
aproe  of  the  .qQnfou^ed,,  ;^in]]^n|^ 
wheels,  for  I  ^.,pop,y4nfif.^jit..^a?  tl;^^ 
noise  of,th^.  ma^binps  ^jt^t  -pflT,;^??, 
thony  ;  l/i^ey,^  kij^^yf,.  b|ij^,j.^o,. 
likeof  it  befone," 

"  Your  hoir§&.roust  .notil}effi.^l|a)|fj^of 
ttus . country* .  e)^ ,^xs ,  woyijdi  ^ 
jp,oxp  accip^tonj^ed  :^,;S\^cl*.  a./JiQisf, "    , , 


jQfow        hi$  lords)4gi  V(0|ul4  haye 
gone  pt>  w<i|h  the  pe^^rae  pf  hi4  Ipi^  • 
is  wifseap^VOi^  bssd  )»e  not  bee»  intearupk- 

^appene4  t9  be  ip  the  ^3i(^ghbofphq9d, , 
aqd  hearing  of  ficf^ent^  ha/i  ^Iled  . 
to  sefe  if  he.cjoi^d  he  of  xrvice. 

f'Mo^t  oppprtppely  coxoe, doctor," 
S£Hd  ^^9^ .  .^loi^gpmecie;;     i^e  sliall 
need  a  little  of  yofij: .  help  liere,:  tliis  . 
yfufig  lady  h^  8pidiQe4  if^ev  w/o^e,'* 

A  spraiQrHii[ery  weU>  let  f 
and  Q(^2g  to>yards  the  $ofkf;  set  him- 
self down  by  his  patient.  . 

Mrs.  Moint^QQciene  then  condueted 
the  two  ge;^tl^nieEi  in|x)  ai^pt^er  roo^^ 
while  doctor  Fanshaw  examined  the 
fdptr   It  w^<  ta  }ff^,  ipiieb  wf  rse 

than  w^  apprehended,  and  1^  j^ootor 

B^Pfm^  i  W  ^  wisely  J^epjt  Ifrfiff  i 
H  2  thougjb^ 
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Eliza  warmly  ti)|ulft0d  te#  kted  bbst' 
ess  foi^  taA  ttittetiVion^  ahd  diburedlier, 
there  #b  fioKe  •  Who6e<  gdbc^>«fttli4n'  she 

have  done  my  best  |^«yr  sqiri^ 
^ahd:*  $irls'«oi:ma«h^hitH>^  ft  #ll}6bIy 
'^rdWrttyMr'Hd%•^tf^'^*y8^  and 
'li&mu^  ^  someboliy  -^  Wfltd' htfi^  dtf. 
lets-douw  for  him.  That  is  all  the  IrKlUx 
he  will  sustain^  }Mg»  leiaM^-  tb  '^y 
■h1»  f)a^t^'eompEm«ntS')t»'3ro«y:Ta£es. 
Will^oradtiMithito?"  - 
-  •  •  i.  > 

Lotd  Cbnwfel  «hd  Mi'/09mdd  rioW 

^r^^  4uiigi  flsd  his  fabs  ^ttfeoHsr 

"  WhJ^,!  toy  h»d>X 's***''!**-  Mmit- 
.^oM^^,    you  fli>6-a&'to<%^^lf  ^A«<ih- 
ed  as  ever  a  Whig  Hkmf  lH  -th«  dfeys 

i  '  I  ;  of 


of  queen  Aniie,  is  jUI  on  one 

•      '     '  ■  ' 

BBs  i<«flshi)^  bbWeA,  Hbt  having 
-Uioinrl^d^  tobtkigh  tb'uiic(ei«tand  what 
the  lady  meant;  atfd  Oswald  Wa!s  too 
nitetit  ^iiig  drr^^a'io  hear  a  word 
ofthe-feofc^J^^sktioh. 

^IcWie,-  d6to*,  'g6ba  p^jple,  you 
Ihtisf  riiirfli :  'trtifilB  ybur  'bbWs,  and  s^t 
•M  f  'liitiist 'iibf^e  tiiy  paftient  dis^ 
-tta*fed;"9fiifl«te'fefli^ftUs^ii*d  bf  rest 
^til*'foShfc«"-  '    -  '  ' 

TOe-'abflWf^fh'dif  toSk  'lifsle'dve,  pro- 
ifttsfilf  «  tift  ■%'<tfe^'^iflrig:  fii's 
^*dSftii(''^«dl      ^y^Vm  mo^ed. 

mi^mnUAiSj  al^^  -dancing 
Jt^^Tte  -M^t!iiVi«/'ft^^  to  Tfenow  if 
-«Bi  1H«^atty'"totniiiMi^d1''1%  lUfes- 

"No—yes;  tell  her  what  has  hap- 
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''May  IcaUto-]»%ht?^ 

A  smile  was  her  answer;  and  holdiq^ 
out  her  hand,  he  took  it,  and  holding  it 
a  moment  to  his  heart,  then  left  the 
room  with  predpitation. 

He  loves  me  stiU — am  sure  of  it  ! 
his  looks — his  manner,  all  shew,  if 

She  was  absorbed  in  an  agreeable  le- 
verie,  when  Nanny  entered  with  a  tray 
of  refiieshments.  Eliza  would  have  scs(it 
them  away  untoudied,  but  Nanny  pf ess* 
ed  and  urged  her  so  kindly^  rthat|  tbfue 
was  no  resisting^f— Ye  in^un  eft  mne ; 
dinna  let  a  hurt  o*  y^  fit  ta^;  awa  tj^ 
stamach;  and  it  'ill  be  a  w|^f;ijt^f  t^ 
dinner^s  readyi.  for  my  ipistress  p^-^Pf^ 
like  it  soon.  There's  a  nice  pear-rt^fy'l^:; 
it's  very  good,  I'm  sure ;  fpr  it  camp 
the  castle;  and  a's  gude  that  com^s  fnie 
it"   .  .^r 

Mm.  MoiH^fimifpQ  eotored,  ,f(a^jfff»^ 
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fegized  Jbr  her  afasenioe.  ^  Aik  she  taw 
Mitt  Maitland  deduieditakiiig  any  thing 
inoie^  she  dismisaedv  Jtfaimy,  and  strong- 
ly advised  her  yotmg  friend  to  try  to 
take  a  Httle  deep.  ;     ;  i 

Before  dinner,  she  looked  pale  and 
weary.— I  think  I.  had ;  and  do  yon^ 
my  kind  friend,  leave  me  for  a  moment, 
while  I  try  to  rest  a  littfe." 

The  old  lady  then  withdrew ; .  but 
Efiza,  too  much  agitated  to  submit  to 
M6rpheus,altemately  thought  of  her  nAr^ 
row  escape— of  Oswald ;  his  passionate 
look  and  manner  the  night  before  and 
that  day^then  how  diflbrmt  his  former 
toldnesfr— his  libiBence  fixMn  the  castle 
that  morning— sill  perplexed  her;  but 
still  his  last  hiok  had  been  all  love  and, 
truth:  no  deceit  was  in  that  face;,  and 
with  tins  thought  she  consoled  berselfi 
H  5  and 
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mi  act  afabut  hoMkig  iiarfginftr^  sth|C^ 

I?fx>fi&/  fcmir^i&bd^  hofar  afteir  dp 
^  wizeli^oif  i-tfisit  rviricb  ^e»adst  del 
sire,  and,  pursuing  fanbtsUs  oCiQliff 

porobabBides  mtdv  iAi^fiiliB  betwijrt 

es !  Eliza's  .BfaeditetiaiiB.  tfaed  todd  « 
tuili  t9  thfe  difficiiitite  tthiti  ni%ht  4dtoe 
teti<^mfi'ti€Qr^a6d'teriiQ|)fis^  wbtdi^ivia 
sitwiB^d^ftciRi  bdir  pot  ker  iri  maid 
iirbfire/abQ  walS'->4tfiiieF&hd  belydess^  in  a 
MrangB.'hdistel   a  .. 

riajrid^soii  ^a^pct^g'y  tift-tfcafc  iaikt 
Btant^  to  gleam  thtougU  thei  ialfif^dried 
^bdtt^9/sIi&iN^rtBin|ftedte  tal^  teb 
%0jr  ^  a^i  womk..^  It  Aul  bfdiitti^ 
ia2e;,«he^  M»alb  were  liu%/iifitk:Ef^lt^ 
jiiqmr  b£  aidoridsb.faDllxtri   Oneitidb  af 

the 


'^tdfeds  iHttii  Am»'««iii|iirrt^ 
laam,  iki^  tm^iAiig''iA  ti  iiiid  of 

pleieiilHtl'flliaid  flDtti  «feiei«4iig  What 

iHape^y  ifld'/tbe*  1k)9li»  w«»b  teMiee^lij^^. 

tiib^^iblWIiH^tf  ill  i^<9Ml^  in  li  fo- 

liidgif'taiitiM/  TII&Kt>ietdi«-1iic^  ^ 

above  one,  a  sword.  •<QlD'  io^i»i^i$^  the 

«m^'«iStl(¥&Vr^iMH'  the: 

lout,  turrang  round,  slifr  skw  ever  tbe' 
h6  ehiran^ieoe 
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ctummyj^Kor  a  fHlltlei^h.  picliimtoCrfi 
afargyama^mai  front  tiie<li«fe^  M)lftiM 
4oubt  bi»t  tl^thewff»,w)«QC  l^^pmof 
cuted  rnuiuQit  of  ihe  Siwtdi: 
liana.  jSheloqged  toknoir  iisbo  fatrlaiiA 
hostess  w$9p  «kd  boir  she  liip^MMd-.<lq 
have  her  room  ao  strai^y  iftp^^i^ 
The  fireplaoe  too  was  quite' oilt' of 
eommoa  rulow  The  widcf  .  ventL  (Iok|  JH 
these  days  count  lUimford  Iftid  not:«p»4 
peared)  wmocoh]^  hy  an  old-64hinAed 
bi9zier,  sueb  as^  was  tomedy  oscsd  iW 
France  I  and  that  the  Hkenesii  np^lMer 
complete^  the  fice  was  of  ..wood».  imfai^ 
flickered  now  and  Ibeb,  tbffoiigh  the 
hjdf-datkened.  rooai.  .. 

Shortly  afWr  this,  Haimy,  ttolo.  /loftl^. 
ferwards  to  iher.  wd  «pon  ]M^3llttt-i 
land's  speaking,.  MiA-»"  My!  wi^Mom 
has  fentioe  to  see. if  yoii^  y^mAi^ 

"Have 


i  r^Hmii.  tiiSugoql^  to  Mife 

I^MU  mdk  the-dittiHMfa  jiM 

tfaeiaafik^t  Urn. Mrnkgrnrnms  sented  be. 
ode  her.   A'iMetoMted.fiiwl)(|iiHl  nre^ 
getables  were  their  fare ;  and/liHingriiit 
attendamfay  wbeae  age.eickitledihsrito 
mix  oecasioully  m  the  oavvenftion*  ' 
;^za  thought  heraelC  in  a  fMeign 
tmmtty  r  ihe  sMn  &iiiitaiM^the  kincE 
old  lady,  whose  dark  ^^ley  .atlkigowD^ 
high-heekd-l  sfaodi,  /nd  mn^Mutt-aiv* 
tique  headi^geAr,  gave  her  allittle  ^C  ai 
fwrign  appearanoe ;  while  her  edsy  andb 
^bliBbtdiiieiiiHr^  8hefi«d;i^etiid  aione 
1uii4irwidiUsdrinithefiist.c^^  > 
1 :3?he  ^ worstofbftdrettii0f .  Vskmyi  Ims^ 


dM  Hfi/^  0»  iMKlllf^o^hiAslMllllifdth 

iMimlltiVJlii  tlfefi^itAf»M(Jstaiff|r|ieglo0ill$ 

checkered  neckkaxjhief,  aA^clikifa«')(tn^^ 
M^m^'tftifaned)  aivuuiAiofbnldtffiflgttFe 
teiisiir.  JlMt«^ji<i\«l9l«i&^  dlioki^esiit^lfW 

efvtIiB>-ipd(^,  ^jptotfOuMif /snpol  the 
oidqvitint^ii':  ;  .u'-i -n- ,  ; nr  kj'.';.'  . 

were  nilfii'iasiiAyiiJvMlyfioitti'MiroK  i . . : 
r-  f^M^  «lear'3ilEiw«iildM<9  ithis-vi^Cso 
tiodl  to!teaM:dlMii8der9«te^nd{'^tsnd 
}iiij'Mott%ooat5^edi.='>  •^'-'  iJ..'  .-rl  ■'. 

for  me  m.ari  iidutc;iilatiifaaii^  JftMvttin^ 
to  Aa]r/i!>i:'d&u'i«i<a6ib8i^c«o-'6ee-  '^i^u 

•»0h. 


-■Mil  ttf^  linn  AftJC 

elf  ta^fAtMtiti^mEfrM  VSHkm 

Wished  9o(  tetikft  tefV^U'  fcigftiWt* 

Two  or^^gi%M«fi>^^rigiAlto^  tititi|« 
and  nephew,  that  have  come  on  a  visit 
to  your  guardiap'a:  they  are  relfttives 
of  Mrs.  Wylie's.  Timothy  Grubstone, 
esq.  wa^.  Mid  1^  Mtev«<iiMili  ii;/<aL  jfin- 
n^&kn  Ha'  IjttkAmj  FljluM'fD  yeiBMlf 
»mtigf  flitle,  ft«  mm  niiifb  i  HtMng 
ftMy  Bgllt  liR>tP«  »  Ml  le^  of 
Bgy^  gr«jr/  tikt  H^M^  su(Mt-  MF  hil 
Gountenanb^^  corifiAwiUf  mfihf^ 
m  Mj94^g  hel'iMuliffini^w-iiiily  jiiil^ 

;  "Now 
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o:^  ^fi^SfiW\  fer  the  nqp^iewg  KUfior 

Oh,  the  nephew!  why  he  is  pBstrall 
4e9cription— ^a:  veiy  Lcudenhall  Adonis ! 
4#d:  yet  my  gentlfnmn  would  yery&in 
9961  him$df  in  aried  9oa|^  strutting  BXfiong 
the  £^1|iered  in  JBop^^roet,  hut 
is  terribly,  afraipl  of  foreign  service..  'He 
put  me  in  .mind  of  the  . description  Hot- 
s|»ur  give8^(dp  you  nscd^ 
>.<  "  '.      •  .  '  ... 

*  Talk'dy  so  like  a  waitiog  gentlewomair. 
Of  guns  and  wonnds — Goi,  save  the  mark  !^ 

^  ^  This  ift  the  Woidd<*be  «>ldier!  I 
haye.a  notion*:  howevtf/((hat;  Sophia  :has 
inaa^kcid  hiiA  for  aty^iqiiest :  l]h^  Y^as 
a  grtet  deal  of  flittatij^n  golng  ott 
Iciameaway  ;  m.:^^  tlhi^re/ls' nothing 
leftifiH?  nM  but  the  pld 
:  The  Inenda  iamus$4.{thei«Mvw$i  w 
omversation  .«Ar«ey^(l4'  if^l^t^K  jan^ 

Elinor 


Elinor  ha4,  jort  Jnish^  ii«r  when 
tbegig  mveA  toot  bj^^  .Sh^  ^gqf^^ 

Just  as  she  left  the  house,  Oswald  stad 
doctor  FivisIhiw  etttefed.^^  Heq^  is  a 
troiAleaoroe  &yow  tha|  w^t  )et  go 
home  tiU  I  see  ^liss  l^tlaDd.  What! 
company  with  you! .  I  mifst  put  a  ftop 
to  that,  and  get  you  t^ckediuptin  bed 
aoon.''  . 

After  a  little  conyewitigiv  4^ctor 
Fanshaw  afid  Mm  M5>ntgQini^o  Vrft 
the  iK>om,  and  P^w|k)4  left  alone 
with  Eliaa  for  f :  fewsBapments. 

JBcrtjli  werg^sO^t .  Osf^a|d  prpsented 
a  note  jfroija  1^  JUupa^^^rr*  >^ 
-you  .didrnot  forbid  pip.. tof,(;<^  *this 
^^WfVt  I  yentur^ ,  jto  1^  tb^  hearer  of 


^ma  mn'^  s^L'^'i^et- m  sitA  -sWe 

■ ;  ■!,'■)  /If       ".ui  flisi  'r.h  ZB  li-isL 

• 

"Eliza I  dearest  Eliza!  I  knoTf Sftifb 

MkAfi^  fnihvk^,  ^v^mA  wififgd. 

merie  returned. — "  The  doctor  ha^^ii^- 

-ai^y(^^dij^^fisia^fe^,^fii^e: 

••r,u/>  and 
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ud  W.  all  fovof.  onajpany  oia.  Bkii  ifMtM, 
«n}  ^<hir  utaid  cranja^  jrpu  /ttrilDA;  flo 

*dtt*/-  •.:  •)      .-.  vr. 

into  a  neighbouring  apartmerit^l^dmr^ 
conofortable  bed  received  her,  after  the 
events  of  this  trying  day,  but  not  to 
sleep. 

Here  then  was  the  end  of  all  her 
day-dreams. — Farewell !  and  perhaps 
for  ever rung  in  her  ears  like  a  knell. 
"  Never  to  see  him  more !  the  thought 
was  madness!" 

Such  were  the  agonizing  thoughts 
that  haunted  our  heroine.  It  was  but 
the  night  before  that  hope  had  been 
awakened  in  her  heart;  and  was  it  so 
soon  lost  ?  Tired  nature  could  hold 
out  no  longer.   A  broken  and  feverish 

I  .  I  sleep 
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.fileeji  stcie  over  her  senses.'  Dr^ims 
of  frightful  predpioes  and  wHd  hbntt 
made  her  start  constantly,  while  her 
{fidthful  Molly  tobk  her  station  by  the 
.^side'^  thcr^bedt  and  fervently  {myed 
;fi»r*  the  speedy  recov^  of  her  demr 
iyottt%Iady. 


•1 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

^  Is  not  thy  kindness  subtle,  coretous,  if  not  usaring 
kindness?**  • 

"  Mbs,  WyHe,  you  ought  really  to  go 
and  call  for  Miss  Maitland :  that  good 
old  lady  is  getthig  a  gveiit  deal  of  troiu*. 
ble  by  this  unlucky  acddent.   I  am  ^ 
happy  she  was  not  under  my  roof  whehi^ 
it  happened." 

*•  Really,  Mt.  Wylie,'*  said  his  wife, 
"  I  wonder  to  hear,  you  talk  so.   How  t 
can  I  go?-   There's  our  cousin  Gfub-*'^ 
stone  to  be  here  to  dinner,  and- George 
has  asked  that  WestJndm  iminl   It.  is  . 
merely  inopossiUe  thalti  eitf  gang  wan-  - 

dering, 
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to  get' ready,  she  begged  £lin6r  to  assist 

her.    ■  ' 

'  "  How  far  are  you  going  to  tide, 

Sophia?" 

"  To  Willow  Cottage;'  and  I  am  so 
happy/*  ,      .  .  ' 

had  some  thoughts  of  going  there 
too :  I  promised  Miss  Maitland  to  call.'* 

"  But  We  ^n't  Iwth  go;  and*  'my  fa- 
thel*  bkde  me  ;  and  besides,  you^ha^eto 
help  my  mother  With  her  p&strifes ;  that 
you  must  dd*^  ^  ' 

Mtiii  indeed  T*"  sighed  Elinor  f 
**  why  has  fortune  mafde  tne  ddpehdcnt; 
and  on  such  people?" 

The  unbidden  tear  siirti^  ih'hfe<"  eye, 
as  she  saw  Sophia  gaily  driVb  oif  in  the 
gig' with  hkr  ^ther,  attendeft  by  the 
two  Mr.  Grubstbhfes  on  hotlsebAiSk;  fili- 
nor  was  ndt  in  gyefail*'a^  <6  repine;' 

but 


cirRiosrrr.  169 
but  she  had  pleased  herself  with  the  idea 
of  seeing  her  friend  that  day,  whose 
company  was  particularly  pleatant  after 
their  separation ;  and  the  occupations 
and  conversationa  at  Muirvenside  were 
not  likely  to  make  her  forget  her  dlsap- 
pobtinent. 

A  short  drive  brought  the  party  to 
Willow  Cottage,  where  Mrs.  Montgo- 
merie  received  them  with  politeness,  and 
to  their  inquiries  after  her  patient,  were 
told  that  she  had  passed  a  very  restless 
night,  and  had  not  left  her  room.  Mr. 
Wylie  looked  grave,  and,  with  much 
more  importance  than  kindness,  inquired 
wliat  surgeon  had  been  called?  . 

Doctor  Fanshaw,  he  was  told,  had 
seen  his  ward,  and  was  expected  to  call 
that  day. 

Why,  madiun,  doctor  Fanshaw  k  a 
very  good  man,  and,^  I  dare  say^  a  very 
VOL.  I,     '         I  dcver 
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derer  siu^geon ;  but  Miss  Mtitland  must 
hmve  the  best  advice.  Consider  who  she 
is.  She  will  soon  possess  one  of  the 
:finest  estates  in  the  country ;  and  as  her 
guardkn,  I  am  anxious  to.  pay  every  at- 
tention, iand  return  yoii  my  best  thanks 
for  your  kindness." 

^e  is  a  feHow«<^eature  in  distress," 
Mid  the  old  lady ;  and  if  die  happened 
to  be  one  6f  the  poorest,  hfsie  eteim  to 
wyr  hospiteiity  would  have  be^n  equal." 

Mr.  Wylie  bowed,  bit  his  iips,  and 
TMe  to  go;  just  then  a  message  frond 
Hm  inyidid,  desiring  to  see  Mi^s  Wylf  e, 
and  her  compliments  to  her  gulirdian» 
finished  the  conversation.  The  laird 
jaid  M  would  call  far  his  daughter,  who 
was.i0oiid»icted  to  Miss  Maittend^ls  bed- 
room, where  she  found  her  sitting  tip, 
andMiiif  to  femre  her. 

How  ««ry  I  sua  to  see  ym  laid  »p> 

Miss 


Mm  Maitlandi  I  Im^  you  fed  your 
foot  better  to*4ay,  and  that  you  will 
soon  be  Me  to  return  home.  We  have 
got  two  visitw$,  whom  I  think  you 
would  like.** 
^  So  Mm  Sinclair  told  me  hst  night " 

Did  she?  well,  not  one  of  us  knew 
of  her  being  here  till  she  returned ;  and 
my  father  was  so  angry  with  herT 

With  Miss  Sinclair!  and  for  what, 
prayr 

^  Because  he  had  sent  Alec  to  Don-  - 
beig,  for  some  of  Mr.  Grufastone*fi  lug- 
gage, and  he  took  the  gig  to  get  some 
strap  or  other  m^ded ;  and  what  does 
Miss  Elinor  do,  but  persuade  him  to 
ride  round  all  tbia  way  with  her,  and 
thai  call  for  her  on  bis  return!  Only 
think*  it  was  nearly  four  miles  about ! 
But  I  took  care  that  my  ftther  should 
know,  and  he  did  give  it  them.*" 

1 2  Sidiened 
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Sickened  at  this  heartless  harangue, 
Eliza  asked  if  there  were  any  news? 

"  None,  but  that  stiff,  grave  Mr.  Os- 
wald, who  had  been  so  long  at  the  castle, 
left  it  this  morning." 

Where  does  he  go  to?**  asked  Eliza, 
with  as  much  (Composure  as  she  could 
command. 

"To  India,  I  believe;  his  father  is 
there.    We  met  young  Lumsdaine  to- 
day, who  told  us  he  had  been  seeing  his 
•friend  away." 

"  Does  your  foot  pain  you,  my  lady  ?" 
said  Molly,  who  saw  her  mistress  turn 
very  pale. 

I  do  feel  it  a  little  troublesome." 
Then  to  prevent  it  from  making 
you  side,  I  think  you  should  have  some 
of  them  drops  the  doctor  left  for  you, 
and  have  the  jmcle  rubbed  afterwards; 

and 
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and  Miss  cam  go  into  the  other  room 
till  you  are  able  to  qpeak  to  her.** 

Thaf  s  a  sensible-spoken  woman,  for 
an  Engiishwoman,"  said  old  Nanny,  aa 
she  conducted  Miss  Wylie  to  her  mis- 
tress,  who,  with  her  usual  politeness  and 
hospitality,  had  fruit,  wine,  and  cake, 
ready  for  her  guest 

No  sooner  was  Sophia  out  of  ^earshot 
than  the  indignant  chambermaid  gav/& 
vent  to  her  feelings*— Well,  my  lady, 
if  that  there  Miss  is  pot  the  oompletest 
ehatterbox  ever  I  heard,  my  name  is  not 
Moll  Hubbs !  and  to  hear  how  she  talk- 
ed so  of  t'other  young  lady,  who  is  as 
far  above  har  as  you  are  above  me !  She 
a  lady !  why«  Alec  told  me  himself,  last 
night,  that  Miss  Elinor  never  asked  him 
to  drive  her;  she  was  going  to  walk, 
when  he  offered,  and  said  as  how  the 
1 5  horse 
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hone  would  not  be  a  ]Kn  <lie  worse,  asr 
neither  it  would.  AB  the  servants  in 
the  house  would  serve  her  on  their  bend* 
ed  knees,  by  night  or  day;  so  they 
would." 

-  WeH;  byt,  my  good  MoBy,  I  feel 
inclined  to  skep,  so  will  thank  you  to 
draw  the  curtains,  and  leave  ine.  Pr&« 
sent;  my  compliment^  to  Mist  Wylie, 
and  say  1  am  sorry  I  can't  see  her  again 
to^ay,** 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  had  purposely  pro- 
kmged  the  conversation  with  Sophia,  to 
prevent  her  returning  to  the  sick-room, 
as  she  saw  the  invalid  was  a  good  deal 
fatigued.  When  the  message  arrived, 
she  begged  Miss  Wylte  to  amuse  herself 
with  a  book  for  a  few  minutes,^  till  sb0 
r^eived  doctor  Fanshaw,  who  had  just 
alighted.    The  time  was  not  lost  by 

Sophia—-* 
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Sofim — cfaidrs,  tables^  books,  map^ 
piists,  even  the  silver  mp  on  tiie  side* 
board,  underwent  a  severe  aemtinj. 

Soon  afterwards  her  fatiier  cdled,  and 
aft»  pff^ing  ber  respects  to  tiie  bdy  of 
the  boose,  she  was  overjoyed  to  find  tfaat 
ber  £itfaer  had  yielded  his  seat  ia  the  gig 
to  young  Gmfastone,  preferring  a  ride 
wkh  the  unck,.to  canvass  the  merits 
of  tibe  estate  tbcy  bad  been  viewing;. 
It  ir  linitty  to  be  sopposed  but  tiiat 
lide  home  was  deHgl^al  to  Sophia,  and 
sldiott^  prolonged  several  mile^  to  let 
Ihe  strainers  view  the  coonlry,  Sofdfiia 
could  hardfy  believe  they  were  at  home, 
so  short  did  the  timd  appear. 

But  it  was  very  different  with  Mrs. 
WyUe  and  Elinor.  The  fear  of  the 
dinner  bekig  oiverdmie,  to  the  one,  and 
anxiety  to  hear  how  her  friend  was^  to 
^  otheiv  xoade  tbetntUnk  ^  time  crept,'* 
1 4  whereas 
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whereas  whb  Sophia  it  had  galloffed  ; 
and  not  oftener  -was  sister  Anne  aent^ 
to  the  b^tlements  hj  the  deroted  wife 
of  Bluebeard^  to  look  for   coming  aid,^ 
than  was  Elinor  sent  to  the  itont-win« 
dow  to  look  for  the  gig.-^"  Thete  they 
comer  was  a  del^tful  sound  to  Mrs. 
Wylie,  who,  giving  a  last  look  to  the 
groisse-pie  and  boiled  turbot,  hastened 
off  to  dress,  reoommending  the  cam  of 
the  dessert  strongly  to  Elinor.—'*  I  would 
not  have  my  cKnner  spoiled  to-day  on 
any  account ;  there's  my  two  cousin^ 
who  have  been  used  to  the  best  dinners 
in  the  city  €i  London,  and  there's  that 
nabob-man,  that  has  turtle  so  often— it'a 
a  question  if  he  can  eat  our  dinner  ava ; 
but  well  aye  try."   So  saying,  the  good 
lady  ieft  Elinor  to  superintend  the 
vwres.^ 

The  dinner,  like  all  other  dinners,  was 

'  served 
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ferved  up  in  exact  order.  Miss  Sophia 
tvas  dressed  for  cooqu^ ;  and  Elinor,  in 
an  oidinary  habiliment^  seemed  more  at 
ease  than  the  daughter  of  her  patron. 
Mr.  Brandon  was  exact  to  the  hour ;  the 
turbot  met  with  his  unqualified  admi* 
ration,  and  he  was  eordiaUy  joined  by 
Mr.  Grufastone  senior  in  his  approbation 
of  the  gp>ttse-pie,  which  they  both  de«* 
dared  to  be  beyond  all  praise.  But  it  is 
impossible  to  please  all  parties,  for  Mr. 
George  Wylie  asserted  that  the  fish  was 
not  prepared  with  a  proper  sauce,  and 
that  the  game  had  not  the  right  Jumet 

You  must  carry  it  to  London  to  get  it 
in  perfection." 

^  It  k|  in  a  pretty  live  state  ere  it 
reaches  us  there,"  said  Tom*  Grubstone. 
.  ^  I  don't  agree  with  you»  young  gen* 
tieman,'*  said  the  uncle;.   I  don!!  like 
1 5  any 
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any  thing  at  aD  that's  old,  to  eat;  and 
if  r  couM  get  it  ^^siljr,  Would  never  de^ 
sire  to  have  my  game  bldep  than  this.'? 

Serbia  was  so  eiigrossed  in  a  wfiisper- 
ing  conversation  carried  on  between  her 
and  Tom,  that  she  lost  great  p*t  of  «be 
cliitchat  which  was  going  on  at  table. 
The  old  pinmaker  seemed  hiueh  pleased 
with  Elinor,  and  pawi  her  many  ccra- 
jpliments  on  her  skiH  at  rnS^ng  paste, 
which,  he  said^  he  was  sxxre  she  had  the 
merit  of— For  t'other  young  wonnm 
was  away  all  forenoon ;  and  I  guessed  it; 
besides,*  added  he,  taodding-  by  your 
Mushes.** 

Elinor  would  have  amtbted  herself 
with  the  crfd  gentleman,  but  did  not  feel 
in  spirits,  irfnd  was,  besides,  medBlatmg 
an  eseape  to  see  her  fiiend^  td  whom  We 
shall  now  return,  and  leave  the  party  At 
*  '  Muirvenside 
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election-dinnenv  paqeJiorws^  and  tli^ 
piiee  of  knd,  ever  theur  wine. 

As  soon  as  Sophui  had  left  liie  coU 
tage,  doctor  Fandiaw  Tinted  hie  petient 
He  dcdaied  the  Ibot  to  be  belter,  bftt 
foand  her  nerves  a  good  deal  affeeled  by 
the  flight;  he  ordered  her  to  be  kept 
very  quiet,  as  he  was  afraid,  he  said,  to 
Mrs.  Montgomerie,  there  mii^  be  a 
bttle  tendency  to  feTflr. 

Eliza^as  indeed  itt;  to  hear  Ast 
wald  had  left  the  neighbourfanod^  was 
not  Hkdbjr  to  tranquiilisQ  her  miad ;  and 
tluitbe  was  on  his  w&y  to  Indian  per« 
jie^gd'  het  atfll  fior&en.  Abeovbed  in 
such  wflections^  she  was  mused  by  Mol« 
ly,  who  eamo'fonrard,  and^  aftercare* 
Adiy  shutting.thedoocjprMentedftseded 
packet,  .to  her  mistimi^'*  There^  I  pioi* 
odaedrto  give:  ift.itito  your  own  kandl!' 

16  So 
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So  sayiog,  Molly  1^  the  room,  before 
Eliza  could  ask  a  question. 

She  jturned  the  letter  vaiious  ways,  af 
if  she  dreaded  opening  it;  but  a  painful 
feeling  of  curmity  detarmmed  her  to 
break  the  seal.  It  was  from  Oswalc^ 
and  ran  thus : — 


MADAM, 

"  Ere  you  read  this,  I  shall  be 
many  miles  on  my  way  to  India.  What 
you  must  think  of  me,  is  notone  of  the 
least  painful  of  my  fedings  in  leaving 
this  country.  When  I  first  saw  you  on 
board  the  pleasure-boat,  compassion  first 
induced  me  to  pay  attention  to  you; 
but  soon  I  was  guided  by  a  softer  ajid 
more  powerful  feding.  What  I  after*^ 
wards  saw  and  heard  c£  you  confirmed 
t&e  passion  I  then  felt,  and,,  witli  the 

approbation 


approbfttiQn  of  your  fHend*  Hn.  D— 
I  came  forwnrd.    I  was  then»  as  I 
thought,  possessed  of  fortune—tboogh 
not  splendid,  at  least  sc^ctent  for  qmk 
derate  wishes.^  My  father  bad  been  long^ 
and  was  still,  in  India.  My  motber  die4 
when  I  was  very  young.    I  bad  chiefly 
resided  with  an  eminent  banker,  a  friend 
of  my  father^s.  This  friend  has  &fledp^ 
his  all  went  to  satisfy  his  creditors,  and 
with  it,  mine  and  my  latbei^s*   I  found 
myself  a  beggac    At  any:  other  time 
but  this,  I  could  have  borne  the  loss ;  but 
I  had  seen,  love^  and  spoken  to  you. 
At  this  thne  I  heard  of  your  aged  rela- 
tive's death,  and  that  you  were  the  heir- 
ess  of  immense  possessions^that,  if  any 
thit^  ooald,' added  to  my  distress;  for 
how  could  I,  a  beggar,  aspire  to  .  your 
band?  Honoui^^* pride,^ery  thing, for^ 
bB4e;'«id  I  only  waited  iiU  I  heard 

from 
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from  tay  fkth&t  i6  bid.  tdisa  to  you« 
My  frienc^  HemyLumsdune,  happened 
to  come  to  London  about  ^18  time.  See*- 
ing  doe  dqiressed  state  of  my  spnrits,  he 
{lersuaded  ta6  to  acoompatiy  ham  nortb^ 
vrfaere,  if  I  could  have  regained  my 
peace  of  mind,  I  might,  for  never  Waa 
a  hapipier  &miiy.  You  knoir  the  te^k-^ 
I  met  ycm^/itho,  though  ever  present  to 
my  thoughts^  I  imagitiediin  a  di&retit 
part  of  thet  bknd.  I  waa  debating  witih  ^ 
myself  in  wbak  omnner  I  oilgbt  to  ad* 
dres$  yoiiy  when  j4^bt  kte  anidi^at  thievr 
me  off  my  gpancb  I  haire.  treapaaaed 
too  long^^on.  your  titoa^atid  b»re  only  to 
add^  tiat  were  fortune  Axixaiklii^  to 
me^  I  ^itld  soon  i^aip  be  mt\i  you^ 
May  you  kng»  long  tojay  y6iia<fori»me! 
and  be  asai«re4  that  wiiii^  li&  i«iiain(^ 
jroQ,,  aad  ymettly^  shia&tedter  t^^ 

«  P.S. 
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''Pis.— I  had  nearly  fbrgot to reqoest 
your  aoeeptance  of  a  ring^  which  waa 
onoe  my  mothev's.  Jt'mn  sort  of  fiimily* 
pieee;  but;  I  am  sure  F  canaot  put  it  ki^ 
to  better  hands.  Deign  to  accept  it 
from 


Tbe  aatoniahtneDt  and  gm£  of  EBaa 
were  itiexpiesaible*^'*  Nobie^  generona 
Oswaid !  why  oannok  I,  oonsist!nM»  with 
propriety,  ofiGer  ywk  that  fortune  wil^qh 
i  feel  w3l  be  mduefesa  wiChoiifc  yoiiriP 

She  iiow  looked  ier  the  viti^  ifibksh 
had  dropped  on  the  chair.  It  aeiwied  a 
real  antique — it  was  a  ruby,  with  very 
rich  setting.  The  device  bore  an  eagle, 
holding  something  in  its  beak  :  there 
was  an  inscription,  which  was  in  a  fo- 
reign language ;  on  the  inside  were  en- 
\  /  graven. 
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graven  "  H.  B and  a  date,  which  was 
nearly  defaced.  The  ring  was  examined^ 
and  then  put  on—^-^Yes,  I  will  wear  it, 
for  from  none  will  I  ever  accept  another. 
It  surely  cannot  be  wrong;  but,  at  aU 
events,  I  must  keep  it  now— I  could 
not  get  it  conveyed  to  him,  were  I  eveit 
inclined  to  do  so.*^ 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  soon  afterwards 
came  in,  and  finding  a  good  muiy  fever- 
ish symptoms  about  her  patient,  gave 
her  some  of  the  draughts  the  doctor  had 
vleft  for  her ;  and  leaving  orders  with  old 
Nanny  and  Miss  Maitland*s  maid  to  be 
called,  if  she  grew  worse,  she  w&riied  hec 
good-night,  and  retired. 


CHAP- 
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To  lell  jfou  the  troth^  I  rather  think  we  tqoeeied  ft  little 
too  much  of  the  lemon  into  it  this  boiic ;  for  it  grew 
to  sodr  at  last^  that — I  think  I  almost  told  him  he  was 
a  fooly  aad  he  talked  Something  oddly  of— tuiuing  me 
out  of  doors.  CiBBiA. 


The  fifth  evening  after  the  launch,  Co 
lonel  Clinton  entered^the  drawing-room 
at  the  Lodge,  where  Mr.  Brandon  and 
his  wife  were  tite^tite  at  tea. 

^  I  had^almost  despaired  of  you,"*  said 
the  lady ;  "  what  is  beoome  of  you  ?** 

**  Why,  if  you  will  give  me  a. cup  <rf 
tea,  I  will  tell  you.  We  had  a  very 
long  sederunt  at  the  court-martial,  and 
then  I  met  with  several,  brother^officers, 

whom 


whom  I  had  not  seen  for  a  long  while, 
and  a  dinner,  you  know,  was  ordered 
of  course.  I  had  a  headache,  and  was 
very  lazy  this  morning.'* 

"  Well,  and  what  have  you  done  with 
the  deserter  P''  inquired  Brandon. 

"  Poor  devil !  he  has  been  ordered  a 
cool  five  hundred.  I  pled  strongly  in 
his  behalf,  as  he  seemed  very  old,  and 
in  indifferent  health ;  but  they  were  all 
against  him,  because  they  say  he  fs^an 
otA  olGsn&sr  mid  a  faardencd  feUow.  AH 
I  Gonld  di^  was  to  get  tSam  hiui,  and 
Ibe  is  to»  faftvei  them  bjr  one  kiandred,  or 
even  fifty,,  as  lie  eon  bear  tb^nii'' 

*^  YoQ  wer^  wt ong  tha«,  oei^ad,'*  said 
Brandcii^  If  the  fellow  could  stand 
them  all  at  one  tirape,  be  diottld  have 
bad  them.  '  In  the  Weit  Indies,  now, 
1^  neiwr  think  of  giving  fewer  thoa  fifty 
for  the  most  trifling  fiuilt;  and  a  deacr* 

ter! 
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ferl-^vfhy  the  sooandrel  ought  to  be  se* 
verely  punished," 

And  »  he  wiU,''  said  the  kdy ; but 
here  comes  a  and  from  Miiinreiiside^I 
^tedare,  an  excnse  Y* 

I  trust  no;'  said  Biandon,  for  I 
have  got  some  delightful  venison^  just 
in  high  order." 

**  Ton  must  eat  your  venison  youiw 
sdf,  jSnr  they  cannot  come." 

""Poor  Miss  MaitlaQd,  the  facinssi 
what  of  her?" 

^  colonel,  she  is  disngetously 

in  of  a  fever.'' 

^  Poor  girl!  l  am  reaUy  sorry.  Sh« 
seemed  m  good  health  the  cby  I  saw 
her  at  tiie  laundi." 

Yes;  bot  in  retumlDg  home  in  that ^ 
cardless  feUow  Cderaine^s  gig,  the  horses 
took  fright— she  leaped  outF-<-sprained 
her  ande^has  fevered  nponit,  and  now, 

it 
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it  seems,  lies  dangerously  ilH  at  that  old 
lady's  house.  Willow  Cottage,  as, they  call 
it  And  here  is  a  fine  card  fitmi  Wy  lie, 
who  makes  his  ward's  illness  an  excuse 
for  not  coming  to-morrow.  You  tordy 
can't  be  sorry,  colonel-^why  look  so 
grave  ?" 

Because,  to  tell  the  trutii,  I  musC 
own  I  was  interested-— most  strongly  so,; 
but  it  is  all  over.  I  generally  meet  with 
disappointments,' and  now  they  and 
bare  become  good  friends." 

**  If  women,"  said  Mr.  Brandon,  *'  wiU 
gallop  about  the  country,  to  see  foolish 
sights,  they  must  just  take  their  chance. 
Would  they  but  stay  at  hcmie,  to  SCO  the 
pot  properly  boiled,  and  keep  the  ser* 
^ants  in  order,  they  would  not  run  such 
risks,  and  their  husbands  and  fathers 
get  a  better*dressed  dinner.  The  very 
day  Miss  Maitliand  met  with  this  acci* 

dent, 
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dent,  I  had  nearly  lost  my  turtle^ 
soup.** 

From  want  of  proper  superinten* 
dence,"  said  Mrs.  Brandon,  in  high  dud- 
geon ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  sir,  that  I 
would  as  soon  think  of  assisting  my 
cook,  as  you  would  think  of  shoeing 
your  hcMTses.'* 

Mr.  Brandon  looked  every  way  but 
at  his  enraged  spouse.  He  rose,  sat 
^own,  took  a  muse  across  the  room, 
and  finally  left  it 

His  lady,  like  me  who  had  hit  a  stone 
itdling  down  a  hill,  seemed  astonished. 
Never  had  she  seen  suchi  wrath  display- 
ed by  her  lord  and  master.  She  sat  al- 
most immoveable,  and,  except  the  jingle 
of  a  teaspoon,  no  noise  was  heard. 

The  colonel  paced  the  room  with  mea- 
sured steps,  and  seemed  lost  in  thought. 
Alter  a  few  turns,  he  seated  himself  be- 
side 


190  CtTRIOfilTT. 

side  MuB.  Bratidon,-^^  Pardon  tee,  xnft- 
dam — ^it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I 
Warn  you  of  your  danger;  You  have 
hurt  your  faushand^s  feetings-^^rtart  not; 
it  is  too  true.  It  is  not  tor  roe  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  partner  yoa  have 
chosen;  but,  as  you  have  diosen  him, 
you  must  be  sensible  that  you  are  boun4 
not  only  to  love,  honour,  and  lAey,  as 
the  commandment  has  it,  ^  but  to  do 
your  utmost  to  oblige  and  comfort  him^ 
My  dear  madam,  I  grow  warm  in  the 
cause^you  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  man 
yoa  are  bound  to  respect  and  to  honour. 
You  put  me  in  mmd  of  a  childish  story 
I  read  when  a  iM>y,  of  a  diampioii  who 
was  seDt  against  a  tower,  to  oflfer  mor- 
tal comlmt  to  tlie  defenders  of  it.  Now 
in  th»  tower  there  was  a  famous  archer, 
who  was  in  high  &vour  with  the  lord  of 
the  castle^  Ibr  b&ng  m  expi^  marks- 
man. 


man.  He  was  sent  i^inst  the  obam- 
pion,  who»  although  dad  inarniouf  of 
proof  «ip  to  the  teeth»  was  not  a  match 
for  his  antagonist,  as  there  was  a  small 
chink  in  his  annour,  whieh  oould  easilyr 
be  pen^rated.  That  small  orifice  the 
archer  happily  discovered;  and  taking 
advant£^e  of  his  knowledge,  a  welU 
poised  arrow  pierced  this  small  unde- 
fended space^  and  brought  the  knight 
lifeless  to  the^ound,  Ne?d  I  say  more? 
There  is  only  one  sul^ot  which  touches 
your  hiiisband's  feelings — ^you  knew  it, 
and  ought  to  have  forborne  probing  it; 
and  believe  me»  dear  madam,  the  pal- 
try pleasure  you  may  now  feel  in  giving 
vmt  to  a  slight  displeasures,  will  instant- 
\y  vanish  before  tlie  solid  satis^M^tion  of 
eontiibuting  to  a  husband's  comfort. 
You  ou^  perhi^  say,  what  business 
)m9  2»  an  old  Midan  to  mediU^  with 

domestic 
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domestic  grievances,  or  give  my  advice 
to  a  married  lady  ?  But  I  have  not  lived 
so  loifkg,  without  seeing  how  often  a  look 
and  word  will  sow  dissension  between  a 
husband  and  wife ;  and  a  looker-on  gene- 
rally sees  more  of  the  game  than  tliose 
engaged  in  it.  Once  more,  I  have  said  all 
this  to  you,  because  I  could  not  bear  to 
see  the  daughter  of  my  old  friend  making 
herself  uncomfortable,  and  her  husband 
miserable,  without  trying  to  mend  it 
I  have  spoken  like  a  rough  soldier  ;  but 
I  hope  your  good  sense  will  take  it  as  it 
IS  meant — for  your  advantage.** 

Having  spoken  thus  seriously,  the 
worthy  colonel  presented  his  hand  to 
the  lady,  who  received  it  more  graci- 
ously than  could  have  been  expected, 
considering  the  lecture  she  had  heard. 
But  the  truth  was,  Mrs.  Brandon  was 
not  deficient  in  discernment.  She  quickly 

saw. 
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SBify  thiitiif  flhe'ilesented  wkat  was  so 
kindly  meant,  she  would  ferfisit  tlie 
friendship)  of  the  coionel^  with  whom, 
Ibr  msony  rtesonsy  she.  wished  td  be  on 
good  tehns ;  and  besides,  j^e  felt  that 
tBhe  would  ^oiie  the  he^  of  a  third 
person  when  her  husband  returned,  as 
she  was  contaious  of  having  gme  too 

Occupied  bj'such  thoughts,  she  aooom- 
panied  het  hiehd  through  the  grounds, 
where  tiey.  found  Mr.  BrandDU,  who^ 
although  &riTompoi^ssiDg  much  quidc- 
hess  of  perception,  had  tact  enough  to 
follow  the  lead  given^  by  the  cblcmel, 
who,  in  easy  chitchat,,  and  inquiries 
^ixmt  the  neighbourhood,  beguiled  the 
ham  till  supper,  which  was  luckily 
sefvai  up  so  as  to  please  Mr.  Brandon. 
His  wife  joined  him  in  lamenting  the 

TOL.  1.  K  disappoint- 
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disappointment  they  felt  m  the  fiiilure 
of  n^xt  day's  company. 

I  am  sincerely  sorry/'  said  the  60- 
lonely  for  the  cause  toa  I  nem"saw 
a  &ir  I  Uked  better;  and  besides*  she 
put  me  in  mind  of  an  only  sbter,  who 
died  very  young.  I  n^  hardly  fay 
died— she  was  lured  from  her  friends  by 
the  arts  of  a  designing  villain^  and  all 
our  eSarts  never  could  trace  her.  She 
was  younger  than  I»  but  I  had  the 
strongest  affection  for  her.  I  had  no 
other  sister,  and  my  brother  was  little  at 
home,  as  he  was  designed  for  the  church, 
and  lived  with'  an  uncle  near  London : 
but  I  forget-*-this  relation  can't  interest 
you." 

*^  Fray  go  oia,  coloneV  aaid  Mn. 
Brandon ;    I  long  to  heari-«^indeed  I 

;do." 
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"  Well,**  resumed  her  friend^.  my 
sister  was  constantly  with  me«  She  had 
a  winning  frankness,  that  was  very  fas^. 
cinating,  considering  the  austerity  of 
my  father's  manners,  and  the  general 
weak  state  of  my  (pother's  healths  Fran« 
ces  was  the  joy  and  life  of  our  house, 
She  rode  or  walked  with  me— was  hap- 
py when  I  was  pleased,  and  sympathized 
with  me  when  any  accident  crossed  my 
youthful  plans,  which  was  often  the 
case,  considering  my  fether's  sullen  dU* 
position,  and  the  seduded  manner  in 
which  we  lived.    But,  alas!  we  had 
soon  to  part.   My  mother  was  a  rigid 
Catholics  and  at  her  marriage  had  stipu- 
lated  that  the  daughters  should  be  edu^ 
cated  in  her  faith.   Her  increasing  ill- 
ness made  her  anxious  that  Frances 
should  be  sent  to  a  consent  to  be  edu^ 
cated,  fearing  that  at  her  death  my  fii^ 
X  2  ther. 
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thef,  or  some  of  her  relatives,  might  in- 
fluence her  to  chtog^.  Thus,''  exclaim- 
ed the  colonel,  wliile  the  blood  ool6ured 
his  cheek,  ^  did  the  bigotry  of  this  un- 
natural reli^on  oblige  the  mother  to 
send  from  her  an  only  daughter,  at  the 
time  she  most  needed  all  her  soothing 
cares.  It  was  resolved,  in  pursuance  of 
this  plan,  that  my  poor  Frances  should 
be  sent  to  a  distant  relation  of  my  mo- 
ther's, who  possessed  an  estate  in  De-> 
vonshire,  who  was  also  a  Catholic,  and 
under  her  protection  it  was  resolved  she 
was  to  proceed  to  France.  I  was  ob* 
liged  to  join  my  regiment  in  a  distant 
part  of  Elngland — of  course  had  litt!6 
hope  of  seeing  her  before  she  left  the 
Country.  I  felt  an  ominous  foreboding 
at  my  heart — alas !  it  was  too  true ! — I 
never  law  her  more.  The  lady  with 
t^hom  my  sister  resided  delayed  her  de- 
parture 
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parture  from  month  to  month.   In  the 
me^ntkne  my  poor  sister  lost  all  her 
gaiety — she  pined  and  fretted;  and  at 
last  the  day  was  fixed  for  thebr  setting 
isail.     She  was  nowhere  to  be  found. 
A  few  hurried  lines  to  hor  relations  ex- 
plained the  fatal  cause;  she  said  she  had 
di9sen  rather  to  throw  herself  intp  the 
arms  of  a  man  of  honour,  than  become 
the  votary  of  a  religion  her  heart  ab* 
hwred.  No  due  was  found  to  guide  to 
her  retreat — ^my  poor  deluded  sister  had 
become  the  dupe  of  some  ba$&-minded 
wretch.    The  only  person  on  whom 
suspicion  fell  was  a  delicate  young  man, 
who  had  for  some  months  resided  near 
Exeter.   His  manners  were  easy  and 
dignified;  he  had  only  one  attendant, 
and  seemed  to  shun  society.   He  left 
the  country  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
elopement  of  Frances,  but  nothing  was 
K  8  ever 
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ever  more  heard  of  either.  This  proved 
a  deathblow  to  my  mother^  who  sur- 
vived it  only  a  few  months,  and  in  lesB 
than  a  year  my  father  followed  her  to  a 
premature  grave.  I  have  never  ceased 
to  regret  my  dear  Fanny^^  and  the  ap* 
pearance  of  your  heiress,  who  strikingly 
resembles  her,  has  led  me  to  trouble 
you  with  this  long  story  J* 

Don't  say  bfiff/*  said  Mrsp.  Brandon ; 
^  I  -feet  greatly  interested,  and  shall  real* 
ly  love  our  heiress,  as  you  call  her,  fat 
your  and  your  unfortunate  sister*a  sakeJ* 


CHAP. 
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or 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

He  9aw^  as  far  as  eye  mny  keui 

A  erag  with  blood  defil*d, 
And  entVing  this  aerial  den, 

The  eagle  and  the  child.  HAYicr. 

Fob  nedtiy  a  fortnight  Miss  Maitland's 
fever  increased.  A  physician  had  been 
mkt  for  ftom  the  capita],  who  declared 
the  disease  to  be  dangerous,  but  confided 
greatly  on  the  strength  i  of -institution 
and  youth  of  the  patient  But  notwith- 
standing his  prognostics,  the  friends  of 
Eliza  trembled  for  the  event  Lady 
Lumsdaine  and  sir  Patrick  were  greatly 
distressed^  for  though  they  had  seen 
K  4  little 


little  of  our  heroine,  yet  they  felt  tke 
wannest  affection  for  her. 

Her  other  guardian  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  rummaging  for  old  deeds,  and 
comparing  paper^^  to.  fii>d  put  the  ne^t 
heir,  that  he  might  be^  ready  to  pay 
court  to  him  in  time.  Mrs.  Wylie  and 
her  daughter  were  equally  anxious-^the 
former  in  arranging  the  splendid  funeral 
of  the  heiress,  and  the  mind  of  the  other 
wholty  occupied  in  contemplating  the 
spleodid  sables  she  would  dpcirt  ox  the 
death  of  her  father^s  war4^ 

Not  so  the  inhabitants  of  ihe  €Ottag«. 
The  patience  and  resignation  of  thfe  suf* 
ferer  had  endeared  her  to  >i:he  inmates* 
while  the  self-devotion  and  attaobntent 
of  the  maid  had  attracted  their  respeet 

It  was  on  the  twdfth  day  of  the&var 
that  the  patient  had  fallen  into  a^sound 
sleep,  firom  which  she .  awoke '  quite  re- 
freshed. 
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freshed,  rejoicing  her  fiiencU  by  the  ease 
and  eomposure  of  her  questions.  Doctor 
Fanshaw  visited  her  in  the  aftenuxwit 
and  assured  her  that,  provided  she  w|i» 
kept  quiet,  the  danger  was  over.  The 
physician  soon  afterwards  confirmed 
this. 

Eliza  prevailed  on  her  kind  hostesa. 
and  her  fidthful  Molly  to  take  a  little 
rest»  whfle  old  Mary  should  watch  by 
her  bedside;  and  as  Mrs.  Montgomerie 
qaw  her  patient  quite  calm  and  free  of 
fever,,  she  retired.  Old  Mary  took  her 
station,  an^  with  fijiectactes  on  nose,** 
seemed  very  intent  on  the  perusal  of  a 
time^om  book. 

like  every  one  just  returned  to  their 
senses,  and  aware  of  the  danger  she  had 
been  involved  ia^  Eliza's  mind  was  fully 
.  awake  to  the  eme  of  her  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther;, but,,  Uke  her  body,,  her  wind  was^ 
K  a  also* 
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also  weak.  She  could  not  rest  till  she 
ascertained  what  book  engaged  her  at- 
tendant's attention  so  dosely;  but  the 
entrance  of  Miss  Sinclair,  with  her  kind 
hostess^  turned  her  thoughts  into  a  diffe- 
rent channeL 

During  Eliza's  fever,  Elinor  had  been 
a  daily  and  sometimes  hourly  visitor 
at  the  cottage.  It  seemed  as  if  her  very 
existence  depended  upon  the  recovery 
of  her  friend's  health.  Need  it  be  told 
with  what  pleasure  the  friends  met? 
Mrs.  Montgomerie  sympathized  in  their 
joy,  but  was  too  wise  to  allow  them  to 
enjoy  it  long,  considering  the  invalid 
state  of  one  of  the  parties. — "  To-mor- 
row,  my  dear,**  said  she  to  Elinor,  come 
back;  but  to-night  I  must  drive  you 
away;  our  patient  will  then  be  stronger." 

Elinor  was  obliged  to  yield,  and  re- 
turned home  with  a  heart  teaming  with 

gratitude 


gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good»  that 
her  friend  had  beat  spared  her.  She 
courageously  determined  to  encoimter 
the  scowl  <^  her  guardian,  the  mur* 
murs  of  Mra.  Wylie^  and  the  atill  more 
hitter  taunts  and  insidious  questions  of 
8o]^iia»  to  get  leave  to  visit  the  cottage 
next  day. 

Such  was  the  state  of  ikmgs  when  co- 
lonel Clinton  took  leave  of  the  Bran- 
dons. To  the  lady  he  said  all  that  a 
kind  friend  could,  conjuring  her  to  let 
her  ironical  talents  skej^  or  at  least  not 
to  exercise  them  on  her  husbands  Mr. 
Brandon  he  thanked  tor  his  kindness 
and  hospitali^,  praised  his  good  din- 
ners, nsod  invited  both  of  them  to  pass 
some  nuHttha  of  the  enstting  summer  at 
his  seat  (Dartfield  Park,  in  Devonshire). 
They  readily  promised;  and  the  cdouel; 
having  paid  parting  respects^  bfk  the 
k6  couple 
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ooapfe  better  pleased^  with  tbeio^ves 
«d  their  advimr  ihmi  h  ttsimllyi  fouJid 

tin  wdi  eases.. 

Next  day  Elinor  obtained  kure  to 
Tisit  her  friend»  whom  she  found  rtUl 
cc»ithniii]|f  bett^.  EUboi  Was  Ttyoioed 
to  see  heir>  ^nd  able  to  craivetse  a  litAe. 
— Do»  Elinor,  tell  me  all  tkt  mnmSy 
and  -^hat  ycik  have  beai  dMig  At>Muir- 

'  veniside  sinee  I  hfltve  bc^n.'iUi^. 

'  '*^Yott  4(m't  know  what  ol  question 
you  ank^me,^  i^joined  ber  finendi;  it  is 
no  easy  ^matter  to  tell  aUttbat  has  been 
done.-'  in  tiieftxit^plaae^  jyoiii^iGiiiib^ 

'  9toiie  is  the  dedhMd*-^  ni^y^  add, /fa^ 
Toured  loyer  d£  Sophia.  Mrs.  W^Sieis 
intent  on  jgivingh^  leotisMi  the  best  of 
dinners  und  st^pper^;  for  whidi  mason 
she  neithet^  tests  hek*selC  ixr  ttts^jany  ohe 
in  thehouse^  who  can  nsiift  'lieii^barre  a 
i&mhenVspefkce.'^  »  . 

«And 


«  And  iny  gnardiMrrElinffiih^whBt  is 
be  doing  too?"   ....  .. 

QuiAe  AbflCBbod  .in.  imn-pfqpm  and 
thepiioe'of  .hBd.  TbwQ  ii  *.  small' es- 
tate. aeeir-4iffi,  itt^.i^ttAmlmJhtHm  sw- 
ioAsar  i&fmttbbasti .  4(t(>flrit(J^.iqt€nd- 
ed that  it  tbould.be -tlMt^WiidM'i  ;  bul^  as 
things  have  turAed/ctHt*  .bas-.pmwiaded 
lotii  to  Iflok  a^  it,  who  ^asi/k  fortune 
indei^eBdeiit  of  h».  vuad^i'  ■»n^l  troly  .1 
bdiene  he  is.  .fef  .iii»t|vitbstandiEkg 
the  cbanos:  <^  the  wi^HOooked  9nd  sa- 
voury .di4ies  with  iwiAd^.  he  .19  daily  i;e- 
galed,  I  think ith^4f4.fi|«aM^£innii?g 
iio.regMi^  smolM.iand  JHWe  l4>fi> 
don.  I  wish  he  weife  .ib»^,.  i«|tfa  all  my 
heaft"- 

f*' Why  .lift,  Igikiotif^kwf  jnfi  yow 
iiasM  IHoewlse?^!  . 

"  SodMtimieft(  but  «t  pies(«itithey :«e 

laid 
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laid  for  liie.^  'TM«^  WIS  s(iid  wkfa  )es& 

animation  than  usuaL 

ERnor  ookitittUewi  tibe  ^conireitetionr 
which,  however/  was  socin  bvokqn  off 

witji  a  cara#o(ii  lady  iimmdfthie^  Who 
had  sent  M^Myib  call,  as  she  was  kept 
piisoner  by  <he«idoof  sh^  Patrick,  who 
was  laid'  tfp  with  the  goati  EliBdr 
bhiirfied  air  shercfsigned  the  pla«eMli)y  .the 
Mde  tier'fiiehd  to  Mts.^  MonCgomerie, 
and  was  preparing  %^  her  leave 
when  MoSy  oam^  i»  with  Mr.  Lums- 
dain^  comptitnentsTy  and  as^h^  was^  go- 
ing  to  Mtlii^vensidl^  h&  wduld^  escort 
Miiss  Sindair  home  ./I 

Elinor  blushed  still  deeper,  and  was 
hesitatmg  tb*rfepl)%  wfien'thegoUii  lady 
said — I  think  you  ha)^  betttti  weept 
Miu  ISmity^  itivltaiion^*,^  und;  ns'  our 

friend 
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friend  seems  pretty  well,  I  shall  accom- 
pany you  so  far,  as  I  have  not  had  a 
walk  for  some  time  " 

Eliza  was  happy  to  hear  her  venerable 
friend  propose  tliis  pl^i,  and,  shaking 
hands  with  Elinor,  begged  slie  Would 
come  back  ^nf,  adding-^*^  I  am  afraid 
our  bustling  lady  has  kept  you  too  hard 
at  work  with  those  puddings  and  pies. 
Take  care  of  yoorself,  and  I  wish  you  a 
pleasant  walk.  Present  my  compli* 
ments  to  Mr.  Henry,  and  say  1  shall  be 
most  happy  to  seehim^  when  I  am  able 
to  sit  up  again.*^ 

The  kdies  set  off,  and  Eliza  was  left 
to  the  care  of  old  Mary,,  wha  was  again 
busy  with  her  book,  as  ^e  sat  beside 
her  patienfe.*-^^^  Pray,  my  good  old  iviend, 
what  book  is  that  you  are  so  busy  with  ? 
It  seems  to  please  yoa  greatly.'^ 

"And 
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And  SOL  it  sIkhiI^  ma'aip,  ^  it  is^ 

^  What  prayers  ?  you  are  not  an  Epis* 
90patian»  I  api  cfure." 

And  d*ye  think,  my  lady,  I  would 
;  be  bere,  and  no  ane?  Naj^n^u  Tm  high- 
'  church  bred  and  hom^  md  a'  my  for- 
hpais:  but  there's  the  jbpokr— look  at 
it."    •  .    -..  . 

Advancing  tojKrar^  £he  bed»  she  laid 
.  It  down.  Miss  Maltland  took  the  book. 
It  bad  onoe  been  very  findy  bounds  in 
the  .old  French  ^tylej  silr^  dasps  had 
held  it  together,  but  one  cwily  temained. 
The  eapit^  lettm  were  iUttmiiiated^  and 
some  engraving  was  still  vii^le  on  the 
well-worn  dasp»r-r'^  This  .must  have  be^ 
longed  to!  aoi»e  .{reo9Ctfi  of^q^ality;,  Ab- 
ry?" 

And  ym  magr  s^  iliat  ycmm^  &r 

the 


of  D|iHa8«mg».,fli4  tbe  ]^  but  o' 
tiiot;fi»i#y<  li|y;P^  la4y !.  t^iink  I 
we  Mr  Xftt;;  ,w)|ei»'>«be  gfve  me  that 
book;  'ih-^f^jtmiiW^tf  and  it  looks 
just  fike  jc^ter^r!'  ;*         r  .  . 

«  Jf  it  ¥K>v^i|fyt;4istrew  you.i^iisp^ 
of  your  fonodr  fd&kia,,  I  would  like  ta 
hear  about  tJ^  Smi^J  you  ivf^  spi  much 
attacbedta"  , 

"  Ob,  to  b^  sure  i  it  1U;mi^l)e  make 
me  wa^  .b^t.  then,  tb^s  ^  Ifind  of 
pt906Uf0  fl»  being;  «<ae  lom^mes.  But 
it's  a  lao^t  stosy,  and  ^e^ll  mi^be  wea- 
fy"  '  •.(!« '.  • 

'  «  No  Amg^c  pf.4w*l  my  gp^  Naij- 
ny ;  «o  bi9giti« if  ydu-iileaoe"  i . 

«  WeeJ^,  yift^,n^y^y,  ^g,  lafi^ 
fyfie,,m  Ijt^.^Bom  U^  fVt  «forp  tiiere 
Was  0  rigj^u*  kapgf  9»  IVe  beard  te)), 

there 


there  tarn  tv^a  bk>th^  s>Hh^  fiii'^ 
awa  coanti^,  anil  tliey  l^iiiMed  af 
tower  oh  a  ibck/  that  tlh&^  dflfi'^itH^:^  the 
sea,  artd  they  iivted  iff t/  Sa^^feU  out 
that  ae  day  they  We^httatiiig^the  eMrr, 
they  saw  ane  lift  :soiii6l3ilriig'up'ai^  flee 
away  with  it  It  wto  *  ^'oung  baimu 
The  auldest  o'  the  broth^rls^  by  his  cries, 
garr'd  it  drap  ihe  bairn.  It  M  iti'  a  lodi, 
and  then  the  bauld  ttan  &wam  in  fox% 
and  brought  it  out  It  wa»  livkig,  for 
a  wonder.  It  belotagi^  to  some  great 
lord  in  the  country,  wba  'glie  land  and 
livings  to  the  brothers;  anclthe  bairn 
that  waa  savied  grew  up  a  fine  young 
lady,  and  married  the  youngest  brother, 
wha  got  a'  her  lancfe,  and  Imtied  a  rich 
laii*d,  and  thkt  'was*  the  begiiHiing'  o'  the 
femily  6'  Beatem  o^  DunscrAig. 

Weel,  they  a*  thwve,  and  grew,  and 
married  ihte- the  besi  ttf  families  in  the 

country. 
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countiy^  (ill  it  cam  to  the  pitten  away  o* 
theStuarts^andthena'gaed  wrang.  The 
laird  that  was  than,  ahi  the  last  lm6,  awfl» 
Alkn  BeatcHi,  ga'ed  out^  as  theyea'ed 
it,  in  the  fifeteen ;  his  folk  lost  the  day. 
The  laird  cam  hame  under  hiding,  and 
never  was  hisself  after.   He  pmed  awa 
and  deed.    He  only  left  ae  daughter  in 
her  cradle.  When  she  grew  up,  she  was 
very  poor,  for  they  laid  a  great  fine  on  the 
laird,  for  her  father  going  out  tobe  aret- 
H  as  they  ca'd  it,  but  I'm  sure  there 
was  na  rebellion  in  the  matter ;  but  the 
strangist  had  the  day,  and  there  was 
naeihing  for  it  but  to  yield.   But  my 
young  lady  had  guid  friends,  and  she 
gat  the  fine  paid,  and  was  soon  married 
to  a  cousin  of  her  ain,  and  then  there 
was  new  rooms  built  to  the  house,  finp 
they  had  lang  gien  up  staying  in  the 
caBtle,  it  was  sae  cauld  and  heigh. 

«  Weelt 


cuBiosiTir 
.  €€  ^e^]^  a'  gaed  yveel  iva' die  fiimUy. 
T!bp  laved  was  a  guid  piaii,  apd  a  dever 
ane^  ibut  unpo  baald«  I  wika^a  bit 
pften  ga*^  about  the  housfi^.lbr  see 
that  we  were  na  just  like  eommon  ser-' 
vants ;  we  were  of  th^r  name  md  kin, 
and  my  &ther  was  oot  yn'  the  auld  laird^ 
und  the  lady  had  a  .^fat  raq>ect  for  him. 
We  were  a'  just  aa  happy  as  could 
he,  when  the  wesiy  broke  out 
Some  said,  flee  to  '^i^^mf^^^^rne  said 
j<Hn  the  prince.  I  lefjb  soy  lady  and  jtl^ee 
young,  bairns  at  ihe  castle;  I  .waa  just 
new-carried  thei^  and  nothing;  would 
serve  my  Rpbin  but  he  ^ould  -^ang  tqo 
wi'  the  laird ;  althoiig)i  np  a  Beaton* 
he  was  o'  gentle,  bluid.  It  was  a  mr, 
sair.day  at  the  castle^  I  comforted  my 
lady  as  well  ,  aa  l  opuld.  Months  gaed 
by,  and  the  wars  were  na  like  to  end. 
My  lady's  twa  alidest  soiis  took  the  sma' 

pox  2 
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pos :  they  died,  and  thef  laiid  ^dna 
come  hame — ^he  never  cain.  My  lady'i 
time  cam  to  get  lier  bed.  I  was  just 
able  to  gang,  the  l^gtb  o^  the  castle 
some  twa  or  three  days  btefbre  she  vras 
deKvered.  Hers  was  a  daug&ter.  A 
week  after  she  was  bom,  my  lady  ca'd 
me  to  hef.-—^  Nahny,  I  am  going  in 
search  of  my  husband  to  the  army — 
will  you  take  charge  of  my  little  Bessy  ?' 

^  I  couldna  answer  for  a  while,  1 
was  sae  grieved  and  sorry.  My  lady 
comforted  me,  and  said  she  would  soon 
return  with  her  husbftnd.  I  took  the 
bairn,  and  promised  to  keep  it  as  mjr 
ain.  My  lady  set  oflF  with  her  son,  and, 
alas !  never  more  returned.  Before 
leaving  me,  she  gave  me  that  book,  and 
charged  me  to  learn  her  baim  to  read  it, 
if  it  were  spared ;  but  that  I  couldna 
do,  for  Ifbe  bairn  ivas^taen  frae  me.**  . 

"Did 
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^  Pid  she  too  ?**  anxiously  in^ 
quired  Miss  Maitland 

Na,  BE,  mem.  I  nursed  her,  and  a 
fine  waule  bairn  she  turned.  My  good* 
man  came  bame  wi'  a  sair  wound  in  his 
side.  He  said  I  might  soon  expect  my 
lady  and  his  laird,  for  they  had  gained 
the  day ;  but,  if  they  gained  it,  they 
cx>uld  not  keep  it,  for  we  heard  news 
ower  jsoon,  that  the  laird  was  killed,  and 
his  wife  and  son  had  gane  to  England, 
where  grief  o'  heart  soon  put  an  end  to 
her,  for  the  puir  lady  just  pined  away, 
and  died  shortly  after  of  a  declining. 
Then  cfim  govejTiment  folksy  as  they 
were  ca'd,  but  weel  a  wat  they  had 
little  government  o'  their  hands  or 
tongues*  They  made  a  dean  redd-*up 
o*  the  castle,  veld  a'  the  good  iuroiture« 
and  turned  us  out  our  bit  house  for  be^ 
ing  rebels.  Tl||^en  cam  a  cousin  of  the 

laird's 
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havdX  efh^  tgok  awf^;,tbe  dear  Iwim. 
This  w^  wmt  fiya^  t  X^.dre^  it  in  it's 
best,  ti^.,a  ifipg.  it'&  mother's  round 
it$  nedii,  andrtofi^  it  to  Edinburgh.  I 
thought  my  yery  benrt  wad  h^e  broken* 
I  hamq  and  tried  to  comfort 
Robin,  lybo  ^t  na  ;  and  if  he 
had)  he  could  not;  hav^  done  ony,  his 
side^  troubled  him  sae  sain  The  woman 
wha  nursed  my  son  brought  him.  He 
was  ill  ^d  sickly,  but,  by  attention 
and  cajre,  soon  recruited.  For  five  years 
I  did  my  best  to  get  a  deasent  morsel  of 
bread,  bu]t  it  was  very  hard  work.  It 
pleased  Providence  to  remove  my  hus- 
band from  this  earthly  scene,  and  I 
would  bae  been,  bereft  of  all  comfort 
but  for  my  boy.  He  vas  always  very 
4e^ca|:e^  bi^t  W9S  kind  and  affectionate. 
He  had  a  guid  friend  in  our  minister,  the 

worthy 


worthy  lillt.  y/^mSM;  ^Ata  wisJfusfc  tfiki 
j^kcei  '^Ite  ^i^  tori  wrftfia^^irfeVeir 
be' able  to  eaWhik^Wead^  By  brfM 
so  he  put  him'tO'S(Jio6i;  kria^'thtn^^^s^^^ 
him  to  iSt!  Attdmi  febtfeg^.  !f  dare 
say  1  Wa^  o'et^  Vaiti  arid  jjtx)tid  'o]^  iny 
ison/ artd  bur  tleavehly  Fathef  sfaW  fit 
to  punish  me  by^'^Aking  him  from  me, 
died  in  his*  seventeenth  year,  arid  I 
could*  hardly  be  Safd  to  care  £br  ony 
body  or  ony  thing,  when  my  new  misr- 
tress,  Mrs.  Montgoriaerie,  came  to  this 
country;  She  was  aae  kind  and  cbn^ 
siderat<e»  atid  spak  sae  Ceding  to  me, 
that  at  last  she  persuaded  me  to  sletl  my 
bits  6*  things,  gie  up  my  house,  and 
live  wi*  her,  whidfi  I*  did;  abd  great 
reason  have  I  to  be  satisfied  frer, 
iand  hope  we  isHaft  never  pirt  o*  this 
side  of  the  grave.** 

"But, 
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"But,  Nanny,  have  you  neyer  heard 
of  your  little  charge  ?  What  is  become 
of  her?'' 

"That  is  what  I  was  going  to  tell 
ye.  My  mistress  made  inquiiy,  and 
heard  that  she  turned  out  a  very  fine 
lady,  and  was  married  to  an  English 
gentleman ;  and  an  auld  wife  that  came 
frae  there,  some  years  syne,  said  she  died 
in  childbed  of  a  son.  How  I  wad  like 
.  to  see  him !  but  that's  no  possible.  I 
whiles  gang  and  tak  a  look  at  the  auld 
castle,  and  thinks^  of  auld  lang  syn^ 
for  the  house  is  sae  altered,  if  s  scarcely 
tenable." 

"  Is  Dunscraig  near  this,  Nanny  ?" 

«  Ne»  this !  Dear  sake,  mem,  ye're 
surely  joking !  Dive  ye  no  ken  that  it's 
Muirvenside  I  hae  been  felling  ye  o'  a' 
this  time?  Mr.  Wylie  bought  it  through 
some  Englishman  that  just  took  it  at  his 

VOL.  I.  L  ain 


^  '^<^l  f  Ihe  seat  W  himc  &it 
there's  my  mistress  come.    If  yha 
^*tS^  VHj^i^g  of  the  •Bbdfc.^du'll  see 
%fi^  mSfi  ^sSiie,  "y/mBi  In  fa^r  oWii 

^SK^  did     Mtod  W^,     a  mtiXL  hb. 

iiA^sfiia  in  W^ev^,  >^d  ^i- 
WiSMy'aai^red  M^Bt jr  ^  l^ny, 
•and  'ttte  %iMri<es^  of  Iter  ^^ift  ^ifis- 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

**:NQr  iwQiilid  I  j[9ave  anBtn>g 

The  lofty  ritual -of  our  sifter  iaod. 

In  vestment  of  white,  the  minister  of  God 

Opens  the  book,  and  reverentially 

A  stated  portion  reads*'' 

%i^jf^  wm  mmimiingori  old  Nanny's 
atopy,  when  her  hostess  Mturned.~"  I 
iMure^bnMighft  a  fvmtc^r,  my  Imt  it 
depeads  \xpm  yourself  wbe^r  tp 
Jbe; admitted:  iit  is  ^wir  i^gymem^  the 
iPMrfby  Mr*  WiUiams.  Ym  «xw  (him 
jift7)oiir>giiirdkn!s,  tit  J)f  itirveosid^^  tiie 
dfly  tct  9^r  i^osivfil-^HihaU  I  isdmit 

l2  **Most 
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^  Most  assuredly,  madam ;  nothing 
will  give  me  greater  pleasure" 

Mr.  Williams  was  then  introduced; 
and  after  the  customary  compliments, 
Mrs.  Montgomerie  asked  him  to  read 
the  service  appointed  for  the  recovery  of 
the  sick.  Old  Nanny  and  Miss  Mait- 
land's  maid  were  then  called  in,  and  the 
clergyman  opened  the  book  and  began. 
Nowhere  could  a  more  interesting  group 
be  found. 

Mr.  Williams  was  above  seventy; 
his  aquiline  nose  gave  an  expression  of 
dignity  to  his  face,  which,  in  youth, 
must  have  been  strikingly  handsome. 
The  fire  of  his  fine  blue  eye  was  soft- 
ened,  but  not  quenched,  by /the  be- 
nign influence  of  his  religion ;  and  bis 
tall  and  manly  figure,  now  dightiy  bent 
by  age,  gave  still-greater  interest  to  his 
appearance.    His  voice  was  full  and 

sweet, 
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sweet,  but,  at  limes,  was  gently  tremu- 
lous,, from  weakness  or  emotion.  The 
pale  and  wan  form  of  Eliza,  while,  with 
clasped  hands  and  tearful  eye,  she  fer- 
vently joined^  the  choir  of  thanks  to  the 
Almighty  Father,  for  his  protecting* 
power,  added  a  peculiar  interest  to  the 
scene.  The  general  earnestness  of  Mrs. 
Montgbmerie*s  manner  was  softened, 
while  she  seemed  to  feel;  on  the  present 
joyful  occasion,  as  if  rewarded  for  all 
her  former  sufferings. 

The  act  of  thanksgiving  past,  and  the 
domestics  dismissed,  the  venerable  cler- 
gyman entered  into  conversation.  He 
talked  of  the  news  of  the  day,  of  the 
war,  and  of  politics. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  asked  him  if  he 
had  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of  doctor 
Dunbar?      I  am  afraid  something  is 
wrong,  with  him  or  his  family,  for  I  ne- 
L  S  ver 


224  cueiosity; 
now  is,  that  a  clergyman  of  the  Lutheran 
persuasion  can  meet  one  of  the  followers 
of  Calvin,  without  the  dread  of  quar- 
relling, or  the  still  more  dreadful  one  of 
assassination.  Doctor  Dunbar  is  a  wor- 
thy man,  and  could  I  serve  him  in  any 
way,  most  happy  should  I  be." 

Mr.  WUliams  soon  after  took  his 
leave,  and  Miss  Maitland,  who  had  im- 
bibed somewhat^  strict  notions  about 
the  differences  of  JbrmSy  which  her 
grandmother  taught  her  to  call  religion, 
was  not  a  little  startled  at  what  the  der- 
gytnan  had  said.  Again  and  again  did 
she  revolve  the  conversation  in  her 
mind,  and  at  last  asked  Mrs.  Montgo- 
merie  if  sl^e  ever  heard  doctor  Dunbar 
preach  ? 

"  Certainly,  my  dear.  I  am  a  good 
way  from  the  chapel,  arid  the  weather 
is  such  that  I  cannot  always  walk,  and 

it 
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iti$  much  better  going  to  the  parish 
diurdi  than  staying  at  home.  But  you 
look  &tigued.   Shall  I  leave  you  ?" 

Don't,  if  you  please,  madam.  I 
hare  some  idea  that  I  have  had  as  yet 
very  wrong  ideas  of  the  Presbyterians. 
My  grandmother  always  told  me  they 
were  so  cruel  and  so  ignorant,  that  I 
early  conceived  a  prejudice  against 
them,  and  was  not  a  little  sorry  when 
I  found  that  my  guardian's  fiimily  were 
of  that  persuasion,  and  was  truly  pleased 
when  I  found  sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine 
and  his  lady  were  not ;  and  you  too, 
madam — oh!  how  I  r^oiced  that  you 
bdongedtous!" 

Mrs.  Montgomme  heard  her  young 
friend  with  a  smile. — I  am  not  sur- 
prised 4t  your  opinions.  They  are  na- 
tural, considering  your  education;  but 
I  trust  you  will  socm  see,  that  althou^ 
L  5  the 


the  form  is  dMbmni;  yet  the  rdigion  k 
the  satne.  At  your  ^g^^  I  tras  a  mod* 
greater  bigot  than  yon ;  but  thgt  is  long 
ago,  Ahd  the  Presbyteritti  dergy  of 
these  days  were  very  diil^nt  from  the 
well-informed  liberal-micided  gefitlemett 
who  now  fill  the  churehed  in  Sixiti^fod. 
1  hope  to  havfe  it  in  my  powiep  to  intNv 
Alice  you  to  some  of  its  members,  witii 
Whose  Company  and  <k)nirersQtion  ym 
Will  both  be  pleased  attd  edified;  and 
you  «may  take  all  tbss  fioM  nde,  who 
was  educated  a  prelatisti  ^  the  ptimse 
then  was,  and  was  likely,  and  indeed 
did  view  them  and  their  principled  w^tli 
something  more  than  even  dii^ike.  Bat 
misfortunes,  disappointmitnts,  and  time, 
which  allay  ^11  our^^ions^  gQdd  or  bad> 
have  led  m?  to  see  bqw  rffceo  tfeo6)9iiri|; 
of  party  and  keevi  %€|ing8  ^nan^di^ll^ 
tmth.— ButI  tJre  yo«i*  • 

"Not 


ff  Not   ill,  ^  #  w 

too  fl|«<4|  g)f         J  1190914  mijf »  ^ 

"  ti?  Ismf  ^>y  ^hat 

^msNdj^  4gd  y«|j  ))a4  fit)P9W.' 

^  .  jfe"  .  .    ,  t 

"  X  hone  nS^iv^  1)9S  mmf^  *P  gW 

^Im  ©Bfer  e^fj^  of  v|H)t  I  jj^itp 

k  attached  to  your  friend  EUnor,.  ^ff^ 
that  it  is  mutual." 

"  But,  my  dear  madam,  how  can  that 
g^ve  you  pain  ?  Surely  they  are  both 
deserving;  and  although  she  has  no  for- 
tune, ye%  her  manners  and  education 
shew  her  to  be  a  lady,  and  I  think  sir 
rj  vy-i  l6  Patrick 
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Patrick  and  lady  Lumsdaine  would  * 
never  heatate  to  please  an  only  son." 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  shook  her  head. — 
"  You  are  not  aware  of  the  prejudice  in 
this  country  in  respect  Inrth.  No 
one  knows  -  who  Elinor  is ;  and  besidea, 
shr  Patrick  designs  his  son  shall  marry  a 
Miss  Clews^  an  heiress  and  only  daugh- 
ter of  admiral  Clews,  who  was  the  Mend 
and  companion  of  sir  Patrick  in  his 
youth.  I  am  sinoerely  sorry  for  this,  for 
dl  their^akes.  I  adtnii^  and  love  Eli- 
nor, and  Henry  is  worthy  of  such  a  mo- 
ther/* 


CHAP^ 


CHAPTER  3tV. 


There  stands  lean  and  ijnx-ejM  Cuciosity, 
Watching  his  neighbour's  soul — sleepless  himself^ 
To  banish  sleep  from  others.  Coliiav.  * 

When  Elinor  went  home,  she  found 
Mr.  Wylie  and  Mr.  Grubstone,  senior, 
in  earnest  disooutse^  and  pacing  .the  walk 
in  front  of  the  house.  As  she  approach* 
ed,  Mr.  Grubstone*  with  a  bow  and  a 
smirk,  hoped  she  had  had  a  pleatent. 
walk ;  and  her  guardian,  after  returning 
the  how  d^ye  doP  of  Mr.  Henry,  hSd 
her,  somewhat  sternly,  gq  into  the 
house,  as. JVfrs.  Wylie  wimted  her.  She 
obeyed,  wohdeniig  afr  tbe  utiu^oal  msinr 

ner^ 
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and  merit  of  Elinor.  Trae/  he  knew 
he  was  the  dertmed  husband  of  Miss 
Clews;  but  she  might  not  like  him. 
Fifly  aoddents  might  break  off  that 
match — ^in  short,  what  will  a  lover  not 
finqr? 

It  was  while  in  such  a  humour  that  he 
learnt  from  Sophia^  who  seemed  to  have 
some  intuitive  feeling  of  what  was  most 
likely  to  ve:^  and  plague  people^  that 
<M  Grubstone  was  quite  taken  with 
Elinor,;  and  professed  marrying  her. — 

And  she  can  have  no  olgections  to 
that,"  continued  the  communicative 
lady;  for  you  know,  m,  she  has  no- 
thing, and  old  Mr.  Grubstone  is  im- 
mensdy  rich." 

Thrown  off  his  gui»d  by  this  intelli- 
gence, H^ry  watdied  for  and  obtained 
mi  interview  with  Elinor,  to  whom  he 
told  his  love,  offered  his  hand,  and  pro* 

posed 
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posed  that  they  should  be  privately 
married. 

Flattered  by  the  preference  of  the 
man  she  most  esteemed,  she  seemed  at 
first  to  listen  to  her  lover^s  proposal;  but 
it  was  for  a  moment. — No,  never," 
said  she,  with  dignity,  mixed  with 
mildness,  "  will  I  plunge  a  family  into 
distress,  and  become  a  member  of  it 
against  the  con^nt  of  parents.^ 

Henry  combated  these  reasons  with 
all  his  eloquence;  and  on  their  walk 
from  the  cottage,  after  Mrs.  Montgome* 
rie  had  left  them,  urged  her  to  fly  vriHk 
him  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  had  an 
aunt,  who  would  receive  her  as  her 
own  child,  till  his  parents  consented  to 
see  her.  This,  he  said,  he  would  not 
have  proposed,  but  that  he  understood 
Miss  Clews  was  expected  at  the  castle 
next  week* 

No 


tude.  A  hundred  times  had  she 

me^e*  but  ti^  ^^«^i«(ie  ^  theiv  ag«s 
vmde-  fe€ar  hesitejif^,   WHfe  h^r  fri«^4 

ho«^  epgld      a^i^te)  her  who 
htm  w1#<»ly  iU?  «wl  bW^esj  sh§  ^ 
#li?»(gr  ift  %mcbing  OS  tihe  urifj^  tf?  9, 
third  persoa,  Bf? ^  ^Qimig^  PSW^jf 

&By  pfj»rfye4  n^vw  t<>  ifim^  (4d  C!ruiii>, 
slfift^j  Imw  t«IL  feey  gusrcU^m  tfef^t? 
4i9dif  lliel^f^atfi^  tQ  ^pej  be?  fto« 

^  Jmisfti  w^?r»  Qouid  ^  go  ?  SJ^ 

Heioy*  who  wiU 
be  att  to  yoiU.  BMi  EUnPi's  cpuf^ge 
Kwe.-t-.*  J  wiB  do  my  #ity»  eeesie  wl»t 
mill  It  is  a  h«4>  hued  gk.  I  il- 
most  dread,  in  imaginatioQ»  th^ 

looks 


look^  e£  my  giiardiani  and  the  kM|aisi- 
tiYegJanoe&of  S<^hkK  aaiqiiqUaa  if  I 
sent  foFtbawand^r^r." 
While  Etinor  thus  rumiaiited  m  th^ 
hardship  of  hex  lot,  the  gmtlemen's 
eonversation  ivas  interrupted  by  Henry, 
who  eootinued  to  walk  up  md  down^ 
making  an  occasional  raouwki  acid  scan*^ 
isbg  thbe  €oantrnaw)e  of  th«  old  oiti^n, 
wbof,  thott^  mHy  poaaessiiag  a  toler^^ 
ably-gpod  eomnHHSif lam  ipSayAfigwWQff 
Henry  had  alrc^ady  9et  down  as  morosQ^ 
avaricloiis~in  ^hort^,  ^vejy  thing  th^t  is 
bad. 

This  pwty  was  soon  joiii^  b;^  Sophia^ 
whose  restless  curiositif  would  iH>t  iQt 
her  remain  in  the  parlour*  although 
Mr,  Thomas  was  doing  hli  utmost  tQ 
entertain  her,  and,  with  the  moat  dassr 
ding  eloquence^  was  describing  the  mag* 
nificenee  of  a  lord  mayoe^s  dmober. 

Sophia 
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Sophia  saw  there  was  something 
wrong  with  Henry ;  and  to  try  if  she 
was  right  in  her  conjectures,  began  ask- 
ing him  question  after  question  about 
Miss  Maitland;  and  upon  Mr.  Grub- 
stone  passing  them,  asked  if  he  did  not 
think  Elinor  would  be  very  happy  with 
such  a  respectable  man  ? 

Henry  turned  from  her  in  disgust, 
and  refusing  the  invjitation  to  dinner, 
which  Wylie  gave  him  veiy  ceremoni- 
ously, he  bade  them  good-morning. 

Elinor  had  so  far  recovered  her  com- 
posure as  to  appear  at  dinner,  where 
the  assiduities  of  the  old  gentleman 
were  very  marked. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  it  was 
remarked,  that  Mr.  Lumsdaine  was  a 
very  grave  young  man. — He  is  always 
stiff,'*  said  Sophia,  **  but  to-day  he  was 
almost  rude.   He  must  be  excused  at 

present. 
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present^  as  he  is  just  going  to  be  mar* 
riedr 

"  Married  r  said  her  mother—**  wha 
tu  ?  »I  never  heard  a  word  dtT 

"  But  it  is  true  though,  for  I  heard  it 
from  good  authority.  The  lady  is  a 
Miss  Clews.  She  was  expected  at  the 
castle  some  days  ago." 

This  piece  of  information  was  accom- 
panied by  a  look  towards  Elinor,  who 
had  never  lifted  her  eyes  from  her 
plate,  and  was  busy  dissecting  ihe  wing 
of  a  pigeon.  Shocked  as  she  was  at  the 
evident,  design  of  this  speech,  yet  the 
end  of  it  relieved  her,  as  at  first  she 
imagined  Sophia  had,  by  some  means, 
found  out  that  Henry  had  proposed  an 
elopement.  When  she  found  shewa 
so  safe,  she  took  courage,  and  mixed  a 
little  in  the  conversation. 

When  the  ladies  left  the  room,  Mr. 

WyUe 


S558  ctJ&rosiTY. 

Wyiie  desired  ElinOT  to  wait  for  Wm 
in  the  library,  as  he  wished  to  speak  *o 
her. 

This  corhtnand  was  lueaird  w4di  veiy 
ffiflferewt  feeiingfi  by  the  two  young 
hdies ;  though  only  desigtiidd  fbr^liaor, 
yet  notkmg  ein^r  escaped  the  quidc  <fmd 
ready  ear  of  Sophia.—'*  I  wowi^  ^tat 
itfy  %lthet  will  «ay  to  her?— what  I 
would  gWB  %o  lifear  *t  all  r 

And,  oh,  fwhat  would  t  give  ©oitto 
hcAar  miy  af  <itr  mtttwuMd  Glkior,  as 
Ske  iodk  het  ^way  ^te  smafl  Jifanry  to 
kmit  her  gutfrdia^.  Sbe^ioiKdved  to  be 
fittb,  and  t<&ll  him^t  oMe  ^bat'iihexxmld 
iffe*er  lo^  Mr^^ttbfit^e. 

Ililb'soDner  ^ha^  WtMc      the  mother 
aliid  ^dnii^er  tlian  ^Ittrs.  Wylie 
a^toMiek-^^'Weel,  I  diUB^  kfen  wfcfitbw 
to  be  glad  or  nb  tfatft  ElhicHKs  gMn  4» 
be'ln<lft^.   t'!l  >hd&  'ft'toi)r  ttiil^  >o' her. 

She 


She  Wais  ^s^^  '^Olo  VealSf  ^^dD  Uijr  tUiig 
about  the  house — ^far  reddier  tkan  fHA, 
Sophia;  but  than  she'll  be  well  put 
up,  and  hae  a  grand  house  in  Lunen ; 
and  she  can  send  me  some  foreign 
pickles  and  things  that  I  canna  get  sae 
weelin  Edinburgh.'* 

This  thought  sent  the  lady  to  the 
storeroom,  to  see  if  she  had  supplies  of 
various  kinds  to  grace  the  two  wed- 
dings ;  for  of  that  she  never  doubted, 
and  had  already  arranged  all  her  dinners 
for  the  occasion. 

At  tea,  Mr.  Wylie  inclined  to  be 
something  peevish,  and  told  Sophia  she 
might  have  the  gig  next  day,  if  she 
chose,  as  he  intended  walking  to  the 
cottage,  to  see  Miss  Maitland ;  and  turn- 
ing to  Elinor,  bade  her  remember. 

Elinor  did  not  appear  at  supper.  She 

•»6tired 
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retired  to  muse  on  the  strange  events  of 
that  day. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

hand  woi]hi.free  her, 
But  my  interest  says,  No. 

Another  fortnight  had  ehpsed» 
and  Eliza  was  daily  gaining  strength, 
and  seemed  in  no  hurry  to  quit  her  ve- 
QeraUe  friend.  For  some  days  past 
they  had  only  heard  from  Muirvenside 
by  verbal  messages.  Elinor,  .who  had 
ahnost  been  their  constant  visitor,  never 
appeared.  —  ''!  am  afraid/'  said  Mrs. 
VOL.  II.  B       Montgomerie,  ' 
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Montgomerie,  to  her  young  friend,  that 
Miss  Sinclair  is  really  unwell.  Prepa- 
rations even  for  a  wedding-dinner  never 
could  keep  hei'*  so  miTcti  cqfifilied.  I 
doubt  much  they  are  taking  severe  mea-  . 
sures  with  that  poor  girl,  to  make  her 
throw  herself  away  upon  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Grubstone.** 

Miss  Maitlahd^^a^ife^d^WiAi  this  opi- 
nion, and  resolved  to  write  a  note  next 
day  to  Elinor,  to  inquire  the  cause  of 
her  absence. 

It  was  indeed  as  they  feared — Elinor 
haft  '  pdeltiVfely  r^SgS'^  tM  nkrH^  o\A  ' 
G^ha&m.    When"  u%^  'arfff^  confen 
nijaidea'l)>»to*|f^g«SMifeiPta''giv6 'fe  Ird^ 
aok^hf  ^hB  d€tH^da>kch  >a)S%av1IKb? 

and-wotfld'  ndt»'  niariy  '*^Bia»'foii'WhW' 
'     shr'hdd  dd>e^;6e^;ffitilid;  witli>t^f}^4ea]tl^ 
ne^tti^,'>betoui|lvr>her'gHa^iairtd'1i^^ 
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her  to  stay  with  him ;  she  would  do  her 
veiy  utmost  to  please  him,  only  to  save 
her  fh)in  this  marriage. 

Mr.  Wylie  was  not  an  obstinate,  or 
even  very  passionate  man ;  at  least,  in 
whatever  degree  he  might  possess  these 
feelings,  they  were  generally  under  the 
oontrol  of  self-interest,  and  that  taught 
him,  if  he  used  an  orphan,  placed  un- 
der his  charge,  harshly,  that  the  world 
would  not  look  favourably  upon  him. 
It  was  this  feeling  that  determined  him 
to  leave  Elinor  in'peace,  not  from  comi- 
passion,  but  from  the  hope  that  the 
young  lady  would  change  her  mind, 

when  she  thought  of  all  the  advantages 

f .. .      .....  •     .   I « • 

she  would  enjoy  as  the  wife  of  the 

wealthy  Londoner.  . 

In  this  temper  of  mind  he  left  his 

ward,  and  would  probably  have  allowed 

her  a  reasonable  time  to  know  her  own 

B  8  mind, 
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mind,  had  it  not  been  for  his  daughter, 
who,  brimful!  of  the  hitelligence  which 
she  was  sure  of,  that  Henry  Lumsdaine 
was  attached  to  Elinor,  met  him  as  her 
left  his  ward.  Like  all  prying  curious 
people,  she  had  even  imagined  more 
than  what  was  really  the  case.  Judging 
from  her  own  feelings,  she  never  ima- 
gined  that  Elinor  would  refuse  the  son 
of  a  baronet,  because  his  father  and  mo- 
ther might  not  wish  it.  The  fear  then 
that  Elinor  might  in  reality  be  lady 
Lumsdaine,  and  thereby  rank  far  before 
her,  made  her  anxious  to  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  break  it  off,  by  informing  * 
her  father. 

Mr.  Wylie,  as  might  be  expected,  was 
astounded  at  the  intelligence — even  his 
accustomed  ceremonious  manner  forsook 
him.  Elinor,  the  dependant  on  his 
bounty,  to  dare,  to  lift  her  eyes  to  the 

son 
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son  of  sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine!  Itoould 
not  be.  Again  and  again  did  he  ques- 
tion his  daughter  as  to  the  souroe  of  her 
information;  and  after  carefully  com- 
paring all  the  evidence^  he  was  at  length 
convinced  of  the  truth. 

What  was  to  be  done?  Might  he 
not  seem  to  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
going  forward,  and  if  they  were  mar- 
ried,  receive  them  into  his  house,  and 
thus  become  the  friend  of  the  knight  to 
be?  But  then,  if  sir  Patrick  and  his 
lady  wont  countenance  them,  it  is  a 
quarrel  at  once,  which  would  look  as 
ill.  Besides,  there  was  something  so 
calmly  steady  about  the  temper  of  the 
ion,  that  Mr.  Wylie  began  to  think 
that  even  if  he  did  assist  him  in  this,  he 
would  hardly  be  thanked  for  it  Had 
Jt  been  Sophia  instead  of  Elinor,  he 
might  run  some  risk.  So  that  it  was 
B  9  finally 
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finally  determined  that  Elinor  was  to  be 
ordered  once  more  to  receive  Mr.  Grub- 
stone  as  her  future  husband ;  and  if  sbe 
then  refused,  to  threaten  her  with  being 
sent  to  the  Highlands,  to  a  distant  rela- 
tion  of  Mr.  Wylie's,  and  to  be  deprived 
of  the  protection  and  countenance  of  her 
guardian  and  his  family. 

Full  of  these  intentions,  he  d^ter* 
mined  on  enforcing  them ;  but  on  ^oing 
to  find  Elinor,  he  heard  her  witli  his 
wife,  in  close  conference  about  some  dp« 
mestic  concerns. — "  It  is  a  jpity  to 
her  just  now,"  thought  Wylie ;  I  can 
speak  to  her  to-morrow and  turning, 
ne  went  and  rejoined  the  gentlemen. 

It  was  not  compassion  that  arrested 
the  steps  of  Mr,  Wylie — ^it  was  merely 
interest — that  god  to  whom  he  contini^ 
ally  ofiered  incense. — She  can,"  paus^q^ 
he,  "  be  useful  to  my  wife,  and  I  ynH 

not 


ja^i^fm"  .And.tiwiks  .toeafilfishneis 

Elinor  slept  in  peace  that  night;  jbut 
ffmitfpxamvs^  theidoudidesceoded,  jsur- 
d^mgi^i  >mib  -misfary.  .^[er  .guaidian 
-.^gdAved  >$he  ishould  >&i«ary  laid  Grub- 
.  ^fcfllie,  isnd.i^  4ecl;»r«d  ,fibe  would  jwit 
At.  (leiligth  j^4e(^Iaredi(oiher:itiK^  be^Tras 
aware  ^,(ber  p^rtaslHyrfiH"  yonngiLum*- 
..^9iB?;,#nd^  At  wns Ihw  duty.  As  .her 
sl^^d^n,  ^  Ukfvtiee       dut^^  iAS.a 
qgeQdifcWRd&i%A  toeighbQur,  mot  Mgive 
jQ^tfi  .^,m0^\pm8  ito  iar  ^otndc  oend 
ius  ik^*  ^  jiboAli  JJesii^  iher  Jo  ike^ 
.t^^  iShi^  iiras  an•A■«a>e:com• 
^E^Iii^g  jtcaoper. 

^l^r  iwly  HbK>^ealih£r)heaaiiii  itoikeii 
of  obedience,  -md  <wi(b  '.a  iheeat  -.viiash 
jItieiM  Almost  to  i)mstiiig,  Mtired  to 
JtksrjrosiK* -^diAvM  toJeacaKe4he<pi3^ 
B4  ing 
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ing  looks  of  Sophia,  at  the  expenoe  of  a 
few  days  confinement,  in  which  she 
hoped  this  persecution  would  tenni* 
nate.  '  . 

No  wonder  then  that  she  was  missed 
at  the  cottage.  Neither  of  her  Mends 
there  had  any  idea  of  the  length  her 
guardian  would  go,  as  none  of  them 
knew  what  enemies  her  merit  had  made 
her,  and  how  sorely  she  was  beset. 

A  card  from  lady  Lumsdaine  came, 
informing  them  of  the  arrival  of  Miss 
Clews,  and  begging  Mrs.  Montgomeiie 
to  come  over  to  the  casile  that  evenk^, 
if  idle  could  possibly  leave  her  pEdient 
Eliza  insisted  ishe  should  go,  saying  she 
was  quite  recovered,  and  was  in  good 
hands  with  old  Nanny  and  Molly,  who 
were  such  attentive  nurses. 

Left  to  hersdf,  our  heroine  thought 
alteroiltdy  of  Oswald,  Elinor,  and  Hen- 
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ry,  and  this  new-oome  liidj^  whose  for- 
tune made  her  preferred  to  the  intelli- 
gent  and  kind-hearted  Elinor.-—*'  Sure- 
ly," thought  she^  ^if  money  is  really 
necessaiy,  how  superfluous  great  wealth 
is!  Here  are  four  people's  happiness 
nearly  destroyed,  from  one  party  having 
too  much,  and  the  other  too  little.  Had 
Elinw  half  my  wealth,  then  would  lady 
Lumsdaine  look  fiivourably  on. her;  and 
if  I  had  less, .  Oswald,  the  generous,  dis- 
interested Oswald,  would  not  have  left 
me.  We  might  have  been  happy  with 
a  competency.  Oh  that  I  had  my 
friend  here  !  we  might  have  been  of  use 
to  one  another. 

Just  then  Nanny  entered — Is  your 
mistress  gone  to  the  castle?" 

Deed  is  she,  mem;  and  there^s  a 
grit  steary  ther^  for  the  grand  lady  is 
B  5  come 
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come  that  folks  say  is  to  be  married  to 

»\         ►..t'        wilt  r  g   ir.   .V?  »fT    ..it  ^-7?' 

the  young  laird ;  but  I  think  he  might 
ha'  staid  nearer  hame  for  a  wUef  if  be 
had  Uked  » 

^  But,  Nanny,  I  think  be  has  not 
gone  far,  for  the  lady  has  come  to  him."! 

^  Oh !  but  she  is  a  foreigner,  and  I  hae 
nae  broo  o'  sic  folk.  They  say  far  awa* 
fewls  hae  fiur  feathers;  it  may  be  sae, 
but  she  has  na  a  bonny  face,  for  auld 
Adam,  that  came  for  my  mistress,  sa^; 
her,  and  said  she  was  raith  braid  and 

*   )9 

g^m. 

'  '*'"Both  what,  Nanny?  Do  tell  me." 

Just  no  like  you,  or  that  Miss  EU- 
nor,  that  was  wi'  the  laird.    She's  just 
like  what  the  auld  sang  says.^ 
"And  what  is  thatr 

canna  mind  the  tune,  but.  the 
words  are  this  way : — 

<  For 
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And  dried  in  Dannjf'9  dikf ; 

And  a'  the  water  in  the  sea 

•  t  » 

Will  never  wash  ye  white/ ' 

^4  ^9  ^  l^i^  vflw;  ^  8)w  imgr 
a  duif  ^  Iew^  jlW^s^lO? 

j^fi^a9o4iti^MWV»  ^«Arlim»- 

^iea^  1  wngp  49  m  M  tibi?  nenr- 

understand  the  <ff  k<m^  9l4 
lyOad,  ' 

F|G|9^tfA        fB|^  her  t|«l 

B  6  Next 
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Next  moming  she  was  sony  to  see 
that  her  kind  hostess  seemed  more  than 
usually  grave.  The  bmevolence  of  her 
couutenaiice  was  the  sam^  but  there 
was  an  ^pression  of  anxiety  very  vi» 
siMe,  and  a  sort  of  restless  agitation, 
very  unlike  her  usual  cahn  manner. 

^  My  dear  madam,  I  am  afraid  you 
have  taken  too  much  fiitigue  last  n^hi; 
You  don't  look  so  wefi  as  you  generally 
do.  I  hope  ail  is  well  at  the  casUe— 
lady  Lumsdaine,  and  the  worthy  old 
knight,  and  this  newly-arrived  heiress. 
Do,  if  you  please,  tell'  me  sometlnng 
about  her.  Old  Nanny  has  given  me  a 
sketch  of  her  already,  and  I  will  thank 
you  to  fill  up  the  picture.** 

*•  I  don't  know,"  said  Mrs.  Montgo- 
maie,  "  how  Nanny  happens  to  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter;  but  I  sincere- 
ly wish  the  lady  in  question  h|id  never 

come 
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oome  to  tbe  castle.  I  mudi  fear  the 
happiness  of  that  cheerful  family  is'  on 
Ibe  wane^  if  not  already  broken.  Heniy 
has  positively  declared  he  never  will 
many  Miss  Clews;  and  upon  hearing 
that  she  was  on  her  way  to  the  castle^  set 
off  to  Edinburgh,  leaving  a  letter  to  his 
mother^  entreating  her  to  make  his  peace 
with  his  Either,  and  fall  upon  some 
method  to  break  off  this  match^  the 
thoughts  of  which  made  him  miserable 
Whenever  all  this  was  settled,  he  said 
he  would  return  to  pay  every  attention' 
to  the  young  lady,  as  his  father's  guest 
-i-as  his  future  wife  never. 

^  This  letter  they  received  only  a  few- 
hours  before  the  forsaken  lady  arrived. 
I  found  them  all  in  the  drawing-itK)m/ 
and  must  really  say,  that  if  Henry  had' 
staid  at  home,  he  never  would  have' 
been  in  any  danger  of  foregoing  his  re- 
solution 


Wf^'f  P??!^  Wff«d  jOf  4ifr 

see  her  trunks  p^fp  gP§ 


this  is  no  vnfe  for  their  son ;  but  I  pro* 
mised  to  caU  for  Miss  Dunbar  to-day-— 
so  must  again  leave  you.  I  wish  Elinor 
were  but  here.  It  would  be  matter  of 
great  joy  to  j]pt^5|f  l^;^-;;^^  for 
the  present." 


•  i 
CHAP- 


I  would  stoop  to  ingratiate  Vikji^^f  {T4I^ 

AakP.a4fl5*P- 

tage  of  a  iHji;^y  Jp  Aysm*  itP 
i?!^.W<iP.iW  ;sfep  may 

m^^'  i^m^  S9»  Mem 
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petty  distresses  she  had  suflfered  iiom 
the  prying  and  malicious  temper  of  So- 
phia,  and  offered  her  every  consolation 
in  her  power. 

I  wish^  my  dear  Elinor,  that  I  was 
of  age ;  I  would  then  have  a  house  to 
invite  you  to ;  and  I  hardly  think  our 
guardian  would  object  to  your  staying 
at  least  a  short  time  with  me.** 

•*  He  would  be  sadly  puzzled  though,** 
rgoined  Elinor,  *^  for  he  cannot  bear  to 
deny  the  least  &vour  to  rank  or  fortune 
and  he  would  not  like  to  refuse  you; 
but  it  would  go  much  against  his  willt 
that  I,  poor  friendless  I,  should  have 
any  attention  paid  me  at  alL  When- 
ever any  person  is  getting  up  in  thie 
world,  none  so  ready  as  Mr.  Wylie  to 
bold  the  ladder  for  them ;  but  if  they 
lose  thdr  hold  of  the  goods,  honours, 
and  preferment,  and  get  a  tumble—^ 

keep 
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depending  on  a  young  girl,  who,  how* 
ever,  discharges  her  duty  nobly !  They 
were  all  neat  and  clean ;  and  to  see  with 
what  attention  she  watched  over  them ! 
One  she  gently  reproved  for  being  too 
boisterous-^nother,  who  had  a  slight 
cold,  she  had  upon  her  knee,  teazing 
him  to  take  his  bread  and  milk.  Be> 
side  her  stood  a  young  man,  who,  I 
found,  was  a  clergyman,  who  had  been 
performing  some  duty  for  her  father.** 

That  would  be  Mr.  Grant,**  said 
Elinor;  he  is  tutor  in  a  nobleman's 
&mi]y,  a  good  way  up  the  country.  But 
go  on,  madam.** 

**When  I  inquired  about  the  time 
she  expected  her  father,  a  letter  was 
brought  in,  containing  the  London  post- 
mark.— From  my  father,*  said  Mary. 

*  Read,  Mary,*  called  out  the  eldest 
boy;  •  tell  us  how  he  is.*   With  native 

politeness 
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politeness  Maiy  asked  leave  to  glance 
over  the  letter.    While  she  did  so,  I 
took  a  walk  on  the  green  with  Mr. 
Grant,  whom  I  found  an  intelligent 
young  man.   On  my  return  to  the  par- 
lour, I  found  Mary  in  some  agitation, 
with  the  open  letter  in  her  hand.— 'My 
&iher  is  well,  hut  cannot  come  home 
for  soEne  time  yet,  for  which  I  am  very 
sorry.'    It  required  some  pains  to  still 
the  younger  children,  who  were  sadly 
disappointed  their  own  dear  father  was 
not  to  come  next  day.  After  they  were 
dismissed,  I  sat  a  short  while  with 
Mary,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Grant,  made  some  arrangements  for 
suppl3ring  her  father's  place  in  his  pro- 
longed absence." 

Elinor  now  rose  to  go  away,  and 
Mrs.  Montgomerie  pressed  her  very  ear- 
nestly 


22  cxmiosiTY. 

nestly  to  return  next  foi^oon,  which 
she  promiised  to  do,  if  possil^^ 


9 


CHAP- 
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And  hi  dull  Itudieft  to  eogagjb 

One  of  her  tender  sex  and  age.  Swift* 

MISfltgomeri^'wMa  'rfetat^'  tlie  history* 
of^^M'pagnife,"  as  she  was  certain  of 
re^iViii^hdtl^'^adiusehi^nt  and  insfrucl' 

^You'  fdtgei'  ' nay 'dear,  tfiai' we'  W-'  " 
pe«rMs4'Sirfc1ii*'  io^Aap ' 

« l^dd  riot,  iJamV  aiia  hope  ybu  wi^ 
inifclgg  liy  ma'^s' Wai'is 'my^lf.'* 

•Eiifeot' s6ori'  '(aWbi'  a«a''M'k' M 
gdjMe,^ tatfftg^  a"s^t"'by'  her  yfl^^g"^ 

«My 
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^  My  iii,11ier  was  a  clergyman  of  tbe 
Episcopalian  persuasion,  and  an  only 
brother  and  myself  formed  all  his  fiimi* 
ly.  My  mother  died  when  I  was  scarce- 
ly two  years  old,  and  my  brother  five, 
leaving  my  fether  a  prey  to  melandioly. 
An  old  lady,  a  distant  relation  of  my 
mother's,  came  to  reside  with  him,  and 
look  after  our  family-concerns.  She  was 
a  worthy  good-hearted  woman,  and  took 
the  greatest  care  of  our  affairs.  To  her 
care  I  was  committed  as  soon  as  I  could 
hold  a  needle^  and  was  kept  at  work  fin* 
hours  together,  being  initiated  into  all 
the  mysteries  of  sewing  and  darning,  with 
all  the  different  cross-stitches,  so  neces- 
sary to  a  lady's  education  in  those  days. 
Many  and  many  an  hour  have  I  sat  at 
work  at  aunt  Martha's  knee,  tired  with 
sewing  and  sitting,  and.  devoutly  wish- 
ing  there  was  not  such  a  thing  as  a  sam- 
pler, 
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pier  or  a  table-cloth  in  all  the  world, 
envying  a  little  servant-girl,  because  she 
got  leave  to  run  about  and  feed  the 
poultry. 

^  My  father  v^as  a  very  studious  man, 
and  provided  he  was  called  regularly  to 
hb  meals,  and  saw  me  well  and  happy, 
he  allowed  aunt  Martha  and  the  servants 
to  do  as  they  pleased.  My  brother  had 
been  sent  to  a  neighbouring  town,  to  be 
under  the  charge  of  an  eminent  master. 
Whether  my  fether  had  tired  by  bdng 
so  much  alone,  or  whether  he  thought 
my  education  was  neglected,  I  know 
not;  but  he  proposed  to  aunt  Martha 
that  she  should  give  me  shorter  tasks, 
that  I  might  attend  him  two  Ivours,  to 
learn  French.  Never  shall  I  forget  the 
delight  with  which  I  heard  this.  I  was 
then  eight  years  of  age,  an^  in  the 
bright  hopes  of  that  happy  time,  .soon, 

VOL.  u.  c  in 
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m  imagination,  had  made  a  rapid  pro- 
gress in  this  language  ;  and  when  I  apr 
peared  in  my  father's  study  next  day, 
looked  at  his  well-filled  shelves,  with 
the  deli^  that  a  miser  viewi^  his  tiea- 
sur^ 

I  fouadj  %  mcTQ  diflS/oulties  in  my 
studies  thaPi  I.  WAs  aws^e  of;  but  my  % 
ther  had  pati^ee,.  and  my  anxiely  to 
leairn  gave  mu&:pei;severwoe.  It  is  tru^ 
aunt  Mactha  was.not  so  much  attended 
toi  she  dflclared  I  would,  be  spoiled, 
and  nfifve£  be.aUb.  to  make  a  puddings  or 
m^nd  a  t[^b]i9^1<^h--!^  must  confess  I 
iraii^fsomexiiu^n 

«  Yearfr;gii<^  on.  My  hcotber  was 
sent  t(?t^thQ)!wiv«wty.a*Aherdqeq,  and 
firom  thi^  Ifei  WM  to^j^.  to  f'raoce,  wh^ 
a.  brpthat  of  my  fatWi  Ui^ed;  he  was 
a;  genmliin.  the^French  secviee>  and  had 
fvmMxU>m9k&  Wimanv  his;  heii;»  as 
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he  bf^  no  family.  One  night»  as  mnfc 
Martha  waa  tatuming  from  Yifflting  a 
foox  sick  woman,  she  was  caugjfat  m  a 
shower,  which  brought  on  asevwe  cpld; 
she  lingeiied  a  months  and  died  in  mj 
mos^  leaving  me.  the  little  money:  she 
had».and:  charging  me  not  to  iiq^cQt  the 
housekeeping  foe  books,  whicbtweieonly 
designed  foe  ministers.  Worthyv  excels 
Imt  woman  J  bow  few  like;  you  go  fbrf- 
wajcds  in  the  stnaght.patb.o£  their  dutyv 
turnings  neither  to  the  right  sHii^  nor  tO' 
the  1^ !  I  was  »noerely  a£Kobed  at  the 
death  <^ the  old  lady;  I  had.mver.  been 
witness  to  a  death  befi)ic^  and  the  im- 
psession  w«i  deep,  and  solemn. 

To  divests  my  attmtion  from  dwelt 
ing  on  our  late  loss,  wMoh  made  such  a 
Uank  in  our  little  family,  my  father 
proposed  paying  a  visit  to  an  old  college^ 
companion  who  lived  in  the  Orkneys. 

c  2  Our 
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Our  house  was  situated  at  the  head  of 
Perthshire;  and  as  most  of  the  roads 
were  then  impassable  in  a  carriage,  we 
proposed  going  on  horseback.  Although 
not  such  an  equestrian  as  lady  Jemima, 
I  had  already  learnt  to  manage  a  horse, 
and  prepared  with  alacrity  to  accompany 
my  father.  We  left  home  early  in  a 
fine  summer  mommg,  and  never  shall  I 
forget  the  delightful  sensations  I  expe- 
rienced when  winding  round  the  hills 
that  encircled  our  dwelling,  and  my 
still-warmer  emotions  when  embarked 
in  a  fisher's  skiff  on  the  German  Ocean. 
-  ^  We  found  our  fiiends  all  weU,  and 
met  with  the  kindest  reception.  Two 
weeks  soon  glided  away,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  third  saw  us  arrived  at  home 
in  safety.  As  it  was  my  first  visit  finom 
the  skirts  of  home,  every  thing  was 
new,  and,  of  course,  delightful.  In 

listening 
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Ustening  to  the  oonversation  of  my  fa* 
tber  and  his  friend^  I  heard  many  allu- 
sions to  our  earlier  church  history.  In 
civil  history  I  was  tolerably  versanti  but 
had  never  dipped  intQ  ecclesiastical,  al^ 
though  my  &ther  ha4  many  volumes  on 
the  subject — their  size  had  frightened 
me.    Now,  however,  I  resolved  to  make 
up  for  lost  time.   After  going  through 
my  household  duties  as  fast  as  passible^ 
I  devoted  a  great  part  of  the  day  to 
reading.   Never  did  don  Quixote  read 
his  romances  with  greater  avidity  than 
I  did  volume  after  vcdume  of  church 
history. 

Our  house  had  ori^nally  been  part 
of  a  priory,  and  some  rooms  of  it  were 
so  old  and  damp,  that  they  were  seldom 
used.  Into  one  of  these  had  been  thrown 
the  remains  of  some  former  bishop's  li<* 
c  3  brary ; 
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braiy;  the  press  that  cohtaitied  them 
was  fast  going  into  d^ecay ;  in  searching 
among  these  for  a  history,  I  chanced  to 
light  on  a  black»lett^r  copy  of  an  earlier 
abcount  I  soon  made  mj^elf  mistress  of 
the  character^  and  was  so  ddigbted  wifSi 
tny  prize,  that,  hour  after  hom*^  and  dsry 
after  day,  I  spent  in  this  d^soted  room, 
poring  over  old  histories  and  ikiagasines. 
Had  ray  po6r  aunt  bednialhre^^she'would 
have  bitterly  regretted  .this  wastetf  tone, 
and  neglect  of  hous^old  diities;  ibot  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  iiiy>becte*-i4x) 
me  they  were  every  thing.  fg^bet 
might  perhaps  have  been  led  to  ditde 
me  fortny  csordessness,  if  any  thing  had 
been  wanting;  but  our  <M  servvnt  ex* 
erted  henself  to  the  utmost,  to  make  up 
for  my  defidences;  and,  thanks  to  my 
Aunt's  care,  the  &mily  were  so  well  sup- 
plied 
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pHed  with  wearables,  that  thcfy  did  not 
suffer  much  from  my  inattaition  in  that 
way. 

"  More  than  a  twelvemonth  had  elap- 
sed since  I  had  been  infected  with  tiie 
reading  mania,  and  how  longdt  might 
baTe  lasted  I  know  not,  if  other  oireixm* 
stances  had  not  occurred.  We  *saw<lit0le 
company,  and  these  genemUy  gentte* 
men.  Our  house  was  situated  in  a  wild 
part  of  the  country,  and  diflScult  of  ac* 
The  ladies  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  either  too  old  or  too  'fine  to  visit 
much,  and  1  did  not  regret  it.  True,  at 
timeis  I  did  dieck  a  rising  sigh,  When  I 
thought,  were-my  iMTOlher  at  home,  how 
many  questions  I  might  ask  him!  and  if 
I  had  a  sister,  how  happy  we  might 
have  been  togethen!  But  these  were  only 
momentary  thoughts. 

**  I  was  now  sixteen  years  of  age, 
c  4  when 
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when  the  first  news  of  the  attempt  of 
prince  Charles  Edward  was  heard.  I 
need  hardly  say  with  what  emotion  they 
were  heard  by  ttie.  Enthusiastic  in  all 
my  attachments^  I  quickly  b^me  a  de- 
cided Jacobite.  To  you,  my  young 
friends,  this  confession  may  appear 
strange;  but  consider  that  I  was  in  a 
country  where  the  Stuart  name  was  re- 
vered— ^that  all  my  relations  had,  in  one 
way  oriDther,  testified  their  attachment 
to  that  unfortunate  family^  by  joining 
or  aiding  the  rising  of  the  year  fifteen. 

On  my  return  fi'om  a  visit  one  night, 
I  found  a  stranger  with  my  &ther,  who^ 
from  his  dark  complexion  and  military 
air,  I  conjectured  to  be  a  foreign  officer. 
Nor  was  I  far  mistaken — it  was  my 
uncle,  general  Montgomerie,  who  had 
come  over  to  arrange  matters  among  the 
adherents  of  king  James.   Need  I  say 

how 
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how  my  heart  bea^t,  and  my  cheeki 
glowed,  while  my  unde  painted,  in  wann 
terms,  the  rooted  attachment  of  the  dans 
to  this  unfortunate  pince?  The  general 
was  a  good  deal  dlder  than  taiy  father^ 
but  the  habits  of  a  military  life  had 
given  him  a  restlessness  of  disposition, 
which  made  him  ra&er  an  unfit  compa- 
fuon  for  his  broths,  who  used  to  cau* 
tion  him  to  be  more  careful  of  his  Ian* 
gnage,  as  by  his  careless  frankness  be 
might  endanger  both  our  safety  and  his 
own«  But  my  unde  was  too  honest  to 
conceal  his  sentiments;  and  bad  it  not 
Ixen  that  my  father  was  sd  highly  es* 
teemed  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  were, 
many  of  them,  privatdy  of  the  same 
saitiments,  we  might  all  have  sidBPered 
from  the  general's  imprudence* 

He  was  soon  called  away  to  meet 
part  of  the  foreign  troops  sent  by  the 
c5  king. 
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kingtof  Fianee.  It  was  during  hi&.abr 
sence  thatany  .&ther  took  great  pains  to 
make^nse  ooBtprdiend  the  views  of  the 
Stiiait  ftmily.  lie  said  it'was  a  seiODas 
Hmsg  to  Idnidte  GyiX  wwc  in  a  country, 
fatit  am  im  ibUkexa  ihad  ffought,  bled, 
andrctiedm'the^eauae^.and  fthat  faeiiad 
made  up  Ids  wind  tto  ^afford  ihelter^  and 
assist,  )ius^  as  possible,  ithe  party  who 
had  declared  !fi3r  pvinoe  JCharks.  .He 
wrote  r£fir  imy  nfanother  to  come  .home, 
that  he  tmight  be  dntrodtu»d  to  his 
unde. 

Heseriheiitwaa^sGanefor  my  xonmn- 
tio  imitation.  I  i>ad,  byca  loourse  <of 
reading,  whioh  was  egually  naelesstand 
dangenom,  almost  vperv^isled  miy  undflr* 
ftanSiiig;  wbate^r  <was  ttmeamnon 
and  out  of  lihe^way  (hadFabaB»S)fiirnBie. 
Tx>  suoh  aipitch  jof  foUy;)had  i  aidved, 
ikat  die  pfospect  tif  a  cd^il  wiar  seeimd 


the  commencement  of  all  I  cbtild  wish, 
^ere  was  only  one  point  ^on  which  I 
WBB  Bot  ndsfied,  and  that  was  the  Teli-> 
gion  of  the 'prince  and  the  royal  ^family; 
but  I  flatteted  myseU;  that  if  they  did 
succeed  in  establishing  liieniselyes  m 
the  throne,  that  they  might  see  the 
error  df  their  ways;  or  if  thejr  did  not, 
at  least  they  would  allow  tdieration  to 
ihose  who  had  so  steongly  supported 
then:  interests. 

Alas!  how  little  did  I  ihm  know 
the  hold  that  superstitious  rites  and  ce- 
rmnonies  have  over  the  mind!  and  that 
I,  aU  liberality  as  I  thought  myself  was 
equally  bigoted  as  those  I  condemned, 
while  I  thought  the  Catholics  and  Pres- 
byterians equally  debarred  fiom  that 
grace  and  &Your  of  the  Altti%hty,  which 
I  then'thought  was  the  peculiar  privilege 
of  our  form!  I  have  many  reasons  to 
c  6  adoiowledge 
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adcnowledge  the  mercy  and  goodness  of 
Gad,  and  in  n^othing  more  than  in  en- 
lightening my  mind  by  his  graoe,  and 
teaching  me  to  view  all  nations  and  all 
rdigions  equally  under  his  paternal  care. 
But  I  wander  from  my  story. 

"  My  uride  returned  in  a  few  weeks* 
accompanied  by  a  young  officer,  who 
had  aiicompanied  him  from  France.  He 
was  born  in  France,  but  of  Scotch  ex- 
traction— a  son  of  one  of  the  younger 
family  of  Seaton.  It  is  needless  to  say 
the  great  addition  that  the  society  of 
this  young  officer  was  to  me.  Shut  up 
as  I  had  been  without  a  companion,  thQ 
society  of  one  nearly  of  my  own  age 
was  most  agreeable,  and  the  form  and 
fac0  of  this  gentleman  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  me  with  sentiments  of 
regUrd  and  esteem.  Look,  my  young 
friends,  at  that  portrait,  which  was  taken 

some 


-  cuBiosrrY.  87 
some  time  after,  and  tell  me  if  my  par* 
tiality  was  blameable.** 

Eliza  aud  Elinor  then  directed  their 
looks  to  the  portrait.   The  &Ge  of  the 
young  officer  was  pale  and  thoughtful, 
but  there  was  that  in  his  keen  dark  eye 
which  shewed  he  neither  wanted  energy 
nor  courage ;  his  figure  was  handsome, 
and  looked  even,  more  robust  than  the 
face  promised,  which  might  be  owing 
to  the  Highland  uniform  in  which  he 
was  dressed. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  sighed  as  she  look- 
ed at  it,  and  paused  while  she  examined 
the  countenances  of  her  young  friends. 
Their  expressive  and  corresponding 
glances  shewed  they  agreed  with  her ; 
but  while  they  pressed  her  to  resume 
the  story,  they  were  interrupted  by  old 
Nanny,  who  came  to  announce  the  ar- 
rival 
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rival  of  vdsitors,  which  .werAnUfiveserm 
for  another  chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Love  made  me  bapj^y  in. a  foreign  land. 

Anonymous. 

Laixy  .'Lumfidaineoiow  Bntefed,  follow* 
ed  by  aidark^colmired  young  lady,  whom 
she  intfoducfid  as  Miss  Clews. 

The  dignifi^  ease  with  which  Mrs« 
Montgomerie  received  her  guests  was 
strangely  loontrastedjwith  .the  stiff,  cold, 
and  almofife^uncml  dqportm^t  of  thie 
heir^,  wdben  dnirdducod  to  the  two 
friends  ladyXumsdaine.  W^hdther 
she  had  heaod^of  Miss  Sinelain  or 
ther  the  id6a  of  bmng  intoediioed  to  the 
iimiates.of  sueh  a  liili3^1tihJ€«(king  place, 
is  tunai^rtaiit;  but  . true  dt  9,  :that  during 

all 
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all  the  time  they  sat,  Miss  Clews  deign- 
ed not  to  enter  into  conversation  with 
any  one,  but  an  occasional  remark  now 
and  then  to  Miss  Maitland,  in  whom 
she  probably  discovered  a  sister-heiress. 

Lady  Lumsdaine,  with  an  unusually* 
stiff  manner,  took  the  lead  in  conversa- 
tion, apologi2sed  for  being  so  long  in 
visiting  Miss  Maitland,  and  addressed 
herself  more  than  once  to  £linc»r;  but 
it  was  with  effort,  as  if  the  sentiments 
of  her  heart  and  understanding  pulled 
different  ways. 

They  had  not  sat  long,  when  the  ar- 
rival of  Sophia  and  her  brother  turned 
the  conversation.  The  )^re^ence  of  the 
brother  and  sister  'seemed  to  act  differ- 
ently on  the  party— ^lady  Lumsdaine  re^ 
covered  her  usual  easiness  of  manner — 
Miss  Maitlfflid  looked  grave — ^  Elinor 
seemed  to  feel  uncomfortable— and  the 

Helvetian 
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Helvetian  heiress  deigned  to  move  her 
heavy  eyes  over  the  person  of  Mr.  George 
Wylie,  which  seemed  to  give  heir  plea* 
sure,  as  was  evinced  by  the  attempts  at 
a  smile^  which  instinctively  passed  over 
her  usually-steady  features. 

Nearly  an  hour  had  elapsed  in  the 
common  chitchat,  when  lady  Lumsdaine 
moved  to  go  home;  she  said  sir  Fa- 
trick  was  still  far  from  well,  and  had 
some  thoughts  of  trying  a  jaunt  to  the 
South  for  his  health—''  And  I  think, 
my  dear,**  continued  she,  **  that  you 
would  be  the  better  of  a  little  recreation 
too,  aft^  all  your  illness.'' 

Nothing  would  give  me  greater 
pleasure,**  said  our  heroine;  ''  but  at 
present  I  must  still  &xthev  trouble  my' 
good  friend  here,"  looking  affectionately 
at  Mrs.  Montgomerie. 

"  We  are  in  no  hurry,  I  assure  you," 

continued 
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continued  *er  ladyship;  •*  and  too  well 
do  I  know  the  pleasure  you  will  have 
in  this  bouse,  to  think  you  will  willing- 
ly quit  it  But  get  quicMy  stout,  and 
then  we  lihall  talk  over  all  our  plans." 

The  ladies  soon  after  left  ihem.  George 
and  ISopfala  were  on  their  way  to  the 
Lodge,  M  had  a  little  While  to  stay, 
which  ^was  "by  no  means  regretted  by 
the  company,  pairticularly  as  £9inorliad 
got  patmssion  to  Temfdn  a  day  or  two 
at  the  cottage. 

I  resiUy  think,"  said  ms  Maitland, 
^<'Aat<Mr.  €leorge  wishes  to  make  him- 
self agreeable  to  fkik  new  ^heiress-^e 
appeared  to  watch  her  veiy  looks.  I 
was  highly*  amused  with  him.-*^plna, 
is  'Mr.  -Geoige  one  df  (hose  who  are 
caught  at  firtt  sight  ?" 

"  I  don't  think  it,"  answered  her 
friend,  laughing; but  perhaps  he  has 

a  little 


a  little  liis  &ther^s  pradenoe  with  hhn, 
and  chooses  to  look  After  the  money. 
Bat  I  assure  you  he  was  not  more  eager 
in  his  survey  of  the  lady's  &ce  than 
Sophia  was  on  that  of  her  dress.  I  dare 
say  ^he  ^will  iseffiible  tot^  Mrs.  3%nndon 
how  many  miris  she  had  in  her  hair, 
how  matff  hdms  in  her  ^pettioiftt,  and 
ahnost  hem  many  ptm  were  in  her 
)piwn.~ 

^'Oh,        aid  Mrs.  Kontgmnerie, 
- "  you  are  really  censorious.  Howevei^* 
eonfinaed'4sfae,  seeing  . Elinor loek  grave, 
''I'am'&r,  :veiyiiar,  :firem  apfooving  of 
such  lidiaidinir,  as  Miss^iAiia's;  I  am 
Sony  to-say,  it  istoo  often  tfaemark  of  loi 
nhgeneroos  and  little  mind;  and  wh«n 
carried  to  extremes,  is  at  all  times  (fis- 
agi^ble  md  ilUbred,  and  often  is  most 
painful  to  the  feelings  bf  those  who  are 
naturally  postessed  of  a  retiring  and  mo- 
dest 
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dedt  tettiper.-^But  here  comes  old  Nan- 
ny to  tell  us  dinner  is  ready.** 

"  Will  youj  my  dear  madam/'  said 
the  young  friends,  "  resume  your  his- 
tory?** 

"  I  willj  if  no  other  interruption  take 
place.  So  ciome  along  now  ;**  and  with 
the  care  of  an  affectionate  sister,  Mrs. 
Montgomerie  and  Elinor  assisted  Eliza 
to  the  dining-room,  wheape  they  found 
the  neat  well-dressed  meal,  and  Nanny 
in  attendance. 

When  Nanny  had  left  the  room,  Mrs. 
Montgomerie  resumed  her  story. — "  The 
introduction  of  Lewis  Seaton  into  my 
&ther*s  house  was  an  act  of  great  con- 
sequence to  me.  For  nearly  two  months 
he  was  an  inmate.  My  brother  too  had 
joined  the  prince*s  army,  and  we  had 
need  of  both  at  times  to  dispd  the  gloom 
which  the  uncertainty  of  the  event  cast 

over 
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over  my  Other's  spirits.  Unengaged  in 
the  bustle  of  ordering,  marching,  levying; 
mustering  troops,  as  my  uncle  was,  he 
had  full  leisure  to  examine  and  see  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  attempt ;  bis  heart 
had  engaged  for  the  Stuarts,  but  he 
could  not  still  the  voice  of  prudence, 
which  whispered,  that  if  our  party  w^ 
the  losers^  what  might  not  be  the  con* 
sequences?  It  was  life  or  death.  His 
children  too— he  had  perhaps  hurried 
them  to  a  premature  fate;  fbr  should 
my  brother  fall,  and  himself  be  attaint- 
ed, what,  he  thouglit,  might  be  my 
&te !  When  such  ideas  so  far  overcame 
him,  he  would  earnestly  entreat  me  to 
take  refuge  in  France,  in  case  such 
should  be  our  fate;  but  the  high  spirits 
and  youthful  enthusiasm  of  Lewis  and 
tny  brother  generally  roused  them  to 
better  hopes.  My  unde  joined  us  to- 
wards 
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waids  the.  end  of  August;  be  came  to 
annouDCp  tiiie  macch  of  the  troops,  and 
to  rjequire  the  attendaooe  of  Seaton  and 
my  iMTotiber. 

^  Altiiptigk  I  well  kiiowi  that  Seaton 
iTOS.only  a  vifiitor»  yet  tiiis  ipformation 
was  a  thunderstroke  to  iiote^  I  was  not 
aivare  of  the  strength  of  niy  fiiendshiqp 
&t  thi$.  interesting  young  laan.  Wheal 
he  joined  mefor  our  usual  eveningi-walk, 
it  was  evident,  from  his  unwonted  gra^ 
vity,  that  he  too  felt  for  our  approach^- 
ing  separatism.  That  qviening  was  in^ 
d^d.  pleasant,  and  yet  painful.  The 
neeei^ity  of  separating  opened  our  eyes 
tp  the  state  of  ouj^  hearted.  What,,  like 
loaoy  a.cHi^we  bad  tnistakefifocAieni^ 
^ip>  was  indeed  a  warmer  sentiment 
Bq^hieqjgally  youjoig  and.  inexpenwoeii 
we  linked  fprw^  to  the  future  witk 
hap^i.  ^»  in  the  present  agony  of  s^ 

paration, 


paiationy  coowled;  ouriielv€ii»  with  the 
joyful  pros{)ecfc  of  certsin  success  to  the 
arim  of  our.  prince,  and  that  we  should 
soon  meet  to  rejoice  together^ 

Mwly  ouitbe  jS^lowipg  moming^my 
toaothei;  find  Seaton  left  us»  How  many 
^yers  did  Iput  up  to  Heaven  for  their 
safety !  At  ope  time,  nothing  but  fields 
of  blood  and  carnage  filled  my  imagif 
nation* — at  another,  pleasing  images  of 
peace,  joy,  and  love,  were  present;  I 
saw  my  prince  seated  on  the.  throne,  of 
his  ancestors^  abju/sing  the  Catholic  ter 
mQts«*^my  father,  distinguijihed  by  hifi 
^e^y  and  2^al*  no  loiter  the  pastor  of  a 
scattered  remnant,  but  high  as  a  lead- 
er erf  the  tme  Episcopal  church,  once 
more  restored  to  its  former,  splendom^-^ 
my  hrothei:  and  Septan,  alike  beloved 
andi  honoured  by  the  sovereign  by  whos^ 
side  they  bad  so  gaUwtly  fought.  In 

such 
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such  thoughts  did  the  days  and  weeks 
pass  on :  my  father  seemed  sunk  in  de- 
spondehcy,  and  it  required  all  my  eflforts 
to  rouse  him. 

For  many  months  we  had  most  flat- 
tering accounts  of  the  army.  On  these 
I  do  not  need  to  dwell.  My  uncle  con*- 
trived  to  pay  us  a  short  visit  before  the 
army  went  south ;  he  was  high  in  hope, 
and  assured  us  of  a  speedy  termination 
to  the  civil  war.  Vain  as  delusive  were 
these  hopes,  from  which  we  were  too 
soon  awakened  by  the  news  of  the  re- 
treat of  the  army  towards  the  north. 
At  the  battle  of  Frestonpans  both  Sea- 
ton  and  my  brother  had  performed  pro- 
digies of  valour.  I  know  of  no  feeling 
so  grateful  to  the  heart,  as  that  of  hear- 
ing the  praises  of  those  who  are  dear  to 
it.  Such  was  my  case;  but,  alas!  how 
soon  was  that  feeling  displaced,  to  make 

room 
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room  for  one  very  uncomfortable  f  We 
had  long  been  led  to  look  for  some  des- 
perate attempt  on  both  sides,  after  the 
accounts  we  had  got;  and  no  sooner  did 
we  hear  of  the  stand  of  the  prince's  ar- 
my near  Stirling  than  we  trembled  for 
the  oonsequences ;  and  our  fears  were 
realized  by  the  dreadful  and  melancholy 
battle  of  CuUoden.  Never  was  conster- 
nation equal  to  ours,  when  a  trusty 
messenger  arrived  from  my  uncle,  telling 
us  the  day  was  lost,  and  to  ily  to  the 
nearest  port,  and  take  refuge  in  France 
till  the  storm  was  blown  over,  where  he 
would  rejoin  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  My  father,  who  till  now  appeared 
sunk  in  despair,  seemed  to  regain  all  his 
courage  at  this  trying  moment.  The 
worst  was  come,  and  he  faced  it  like  a 
man  and    Christian.   He  informed  me 

VOL.  II.  D  of 
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of  the  necessity  of  our  immediate  de« 
parture,  and  was  so  active  in  issuing 
orders,  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  readi- 
ness to  set  out  ere  next  morning  dawn- 
ed, as,  by  our  accession  to  the  rebellioD» 
we  had  forfeited  every  claim  to  protec- 
tion from  the  government.  My  father 
only  left  a  memorial  of  such  papers  and 
books  as  he  wished  spared,  addressed  to 
sir  Henry  Lumsdaine,  father  to  the  pre- 
sent knight,  and  at  that  time  high  in  the 
confidence  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Cumberland. 

After  this  we  bade  adieu  to  our  ser- 
vants, but  old  William,  our  gardener, 
would  not  consent  to  be  left  behind ; 
he  said  he  had  sworn  to  live  and  die 
with  his  master  and  the  prince,  and 
must  go  with  us.  Attended  then  by 
him  and  a  few  faithful  followers,  whom 

my 
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my  unde  had  sent  to  escort  us,  we 
readied  the  seapcNt  at  which  we  were 
to  embark. 

•*  Absorbed  in  grief  and  despondence, 
as  to  the  fate  of  my  only  tnother,  and 
one  who  was  still  dearer  to  me,  I  paced 
the  sea-beadi,  and  wished,  yet  dreaded, 
the  moment  I  was  to  bid  adieu  to  Scot- 
land. I  saw  a  party  of  Highlanders  ap- 
proach, guarding  a  litter,  in  which  was 
a  sick  officer ;  at  least  so  I  conjectured, 
and  in  which  I  was  not  mistaken. 

While  turning  towu'ds  this  group 
of  friends,  I  was  accosted  by  a  well- 
known  voice :  it  was  Seaton,  and  the 
wounded  officer  was  my  brother,  who, 
thus  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  his  faith- 
ful followers,  came  to  join  his  father  and 
his  sister  in  thdr  exile.  My  brother's 
wound  was  in  the  shoulder,  and  attend- 
ed with  more  difficulty  than  danger. 

D  2  Need 
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Need  I  say  how  delightful  this  addition 
to  our  party  was  to  my  heart?  I  saw 
WilKam  was  in  no  dangerous  state,  and 
Seaton  would  accompany  him.  The 
thought  was  indeed  delightful !  To  see 
one  for  whom  my.  anxious  prayers  had 
been  sent  up  returned  in  health  to  my 
fond  wishesi,  and  diat,  too,  at  a  moment 
when  I  had  least  hope  of  it,  was  most 
unexpected  felicity. 

A  Dutch  fishing-boat  was  at  last 
procured  for  us;  and  my  father,  my 
brother,  his  gallant  companion,  and  our 
attached  followers,  embarked  in  a  fine 
evening;  and  with  a  longing  look  to 
my  own  ;|iative  Diountains,  I  saw  the 
sail  fill  with  the  breeze  that  was  to  wajft 
us  to  the  friendly  shore  of  France. 

"  Our  accommodation^  were  any  thing 
but  good,  but  I  did  not  mutmur.  My 
father  appeared  to  haye  ceeoyered  his 

wonted 
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wonted  sevexdty;  Wflliara's  wound 
grew  hourly  better;  but,  above  all.  Sea- 
ton's  heart  seemed  unchanged.  My 
fether  was  now  acquainted  with  our  at- 
tadinnent,  and  promised,  if  no  obstacle 
was  offered  by  Seaton's  mother,  to  con- 
sent to  our  union.  What  moments  of 
felicity !  even  the  small  Dutch  vessel 
seemed  suddenly  a.  palace  of  pleasures. 

"  We  soon  saw  the  coast  of  France, 
and  on  landing  at  Dieppe,  were  hailed 
^  friends;  even  yet  I  think  with  plea-  . 
sure  on  the  emotions  with  which  I  saw 
the  shwes  of  France.  To  a  native 
Scotswoman,  the  ^t  appearance  of  the 
French  people  at  that  period  wias  by  no 
means  strange;  Our  nobles  wore  their 
garb,  and  the  middUiig  ranks  were  too 
much  accustomed  to  meet  and  exchange 
eourteisr^  with  the  natives  to  think  them 
foreign^.  There  was  then  none  of  that 
D  8  disgraceful 
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disgraceful  national  distinction,  and  per- 
sonal and  vulgar  animosities,  which  of 
late  years  have  disgraced  our  sister  coun- 
try. France  was  as  that  lime  the  friend 
of  Scotland,  and  particularly  of  her  nor- 
thern inhabitants,  and  as  such  I  looked 
upon  it;  and  supported  on  one  side  by 
my  father,  and  on  the  other  by  Seaton^ 
I  first  set  foot  in  France. 

Our  route  from  Dieppe  to  Paris 
was  marked  by  nothing  extraordinary. 
We  were  joined  by  several  of  our  coun- 
trymen, who  had  found  it  consistent 
with  their  safety  to  come  abroad.  My 
brother's  wound  daily  grew  better^  and 
he  could  now  sit  with  tolerable  ease  in 
the  carriage  with  my  father  and  me, 
while  Lewis  and  bur  Highlanders  rode 
.  by  our  side.  We  journeyed  very  slowr 
ly,  and  as  we  had  spent  a  few  days  at 
Dieppe^  it  was  on  the  evening  of  the 

eighth 
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eighth  day  from  our  landing  that  I  first 
beheld  Paris. 

To  you,  my  young  friends,  I  can 
<X)nvey  no  idea  of  my  feelings.  I  had 
never  in  my  life  seen  a  town  of  any 
description,  not  even  a  village,  unless  I 
could  call  by  that  name  the  straggling 
fishing-huts  I  had  seen  in  Orkney.  The 
height  of  the  houses,  and  the  perpetual 
ndse  and  bustle  of  the  streets,  made  me 
quite  giddy ;  and  when  we  stopped  at  a 
hotel,  I  clung  to  my  father  for  support 
and  protection.  Both  Seaton  and  my 
brother  laughed  at  my  fears,  and  rallied 
me  not  a  little  on  my  sheepishness. 
After  seeing  us  all  comfortably  settled^ 
Lewis  left  us  to  prepare  his  mother  for 
our  reception,  and  promised  to  visit  us 
early  next  morning. 

Although  greatly  fiitigued,  my  sleep 
tiiat  night  was  neither  sound  nor  re- 
D  4  freshing. 
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freshing.  Agitated  by  a  variety  of 
thoughts,  I  lay  ruminating.  Here 
were  we  in  a  strange  country,  aliens 
from  our  own,  but  it  was  the  Uirth* 
place  of  Seaton.  Would  his  mother  ap* 
prove  of  our  attachment?  He  was  an 
only  son :  true,  but  might  she  not,  on 
that  account,  be  ^xidus  that  he  should 
bestow  his  hand  on  one  higher  in  rank 
than  the  daughter  of  a  poof  EfMiscopal 
plergyman  ?  Hqw  I  longed,  yet  dread* 
ed  to  see  her  1  Whftt  would  Lewis  say 
of  us  all?  would  he  sp^ak  of  me? 
No  one  ever  tormented  themselvea  iaore 
jngepiously  than  I  did;  and  in  the 
ttK>ming  I  joined  my  father  and  WHKam, 
with,  jai  achiAg  head ,  and  a  ^ery  icpprc^ 
hensive  coUnttoance.  My/iktber  took 
no  notice  of  mys  silence  :  he  seemed  lost 
in  painful  reflejc^tions.  William  was  the 
most  lively  of  the  party:  he  bad^e&i- 

joyed 


joyed  a  good'nighl^  rest;  lusiroimd 
was  fieefrdm  jmbi,  and  he  wiis  prOodiB- 
ibg  Minbeff  tiluoh  ^l^a^te  ita  tlie  valioair 
fi&utemeiitii  erf  FjEtfis,  and)  above  all)  in 
llie  company  of  hi^  Mend  Seaton.  "^Vain 
bsj^T  but  luekfly  nc^e  of  us  see  the 
^  that  oVerhaiigs  lis,  Aiid  we  eagerly 
snatch  Iftie  pleasures  in  vie#/ 

Lewis  soon  came,  and  brought  a 
kind  not^fh)bi  h&  mother,  begging  m^  to 
ekcus^tter  not  WaStinfg'ilipoh  us, '  as  she 
had  been  cdnfinied  to  the  house  for  som6 
time,  and  hoped  Chat  my  father  and  I 
would  accept  6f  the  escort  of  Lewis,  as 

longed  to  se^  thbse  who  h^  been 
80  kind  to  her  soh  in. a  foreign  land. 
My  heart  beat,  and  my  cheeks  glowed, 
^  I  lead  this  friendly  ihvitation,  which 
was  not  uhbbserved  by  Lewis.  He 
whispered  ine  to  make  haste.-^*  I  long 
to  see  two  people  who  are  so  dear  to 
D  5  me 
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me  introduced.'  A  cemage  was  soon 
brought,  into  which  my  &ther  and  I 
stepp€id>  leaving  William  behind^  much 
against  his  wiU>  as  we  all  thought  he 
would  he  the  betteir  for  a  day's  rest  I 
was  very  much  pleased  at  tins  arrange- 
ment, as  I  was  afraid  my  brother  might 
remark  the  agitation  I  in  vun  endear 
youred  to  conquer. 

At  last  we  came  to  the  house  of 
madame  Seaton ;  it  was  situated  In  the 
suburbs;  the  dopr  Was  opened  by  a 
respectable-looking  servant,  who,  by  an 
i^ectiooate  bow,  seemed  to  welcome 
the  visitors  of  his  young  master.  We 
were  ushered  up  a  staircase,  and  after- 
wards into  a  splendid  room,  where  was. 
the  mother  of  Lewis ;  thje  first  glance 
I  had  of  her  set  my  heart  at  rest ;  her- 
air  was  noble  and  cooimanding,  h^t 
Uended  with  a  sweetness  (^countenance. 

that 
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that  irresistibly  .won  the  heart.  She 
ooiild  not  rise  from  weakness,  but  held 
out  her  hand  to  my  father;  ai^  when 
her  son  led  me  forward,  she  opened 
her  arms,  and  pressed  me  to  her  heart 
Never — ^never  shall  I  forget  the  joy  of 
that,  moment  I  believe  I  should  have 
made  a  fool  of  myself  outright,  and  ac- 
knowledged my  joy,  by  sobbing  my 
thanks  upon  her  bosom,  but  I  was  re. 
straimsd  by  the  presence  of  my  iather. 

Nearly  the'  whole  forenoon  passed 
in  pleasant  conversation.  We  could 
not  stay  4onger,  as  ilay  brother  was  alone, 
but  promised  to  spend  th^  next  day 
with  her,  and  bring  William,  which  we 
didr.  that. and  most  of  our  evenings 
were  spent  with  -  this  amiable  woman, 
and  our  formoons  were  occupied  in  se&» 
mg^  the  curiosities  of  this  ^  wonderful 
dty.  We:  soon  found  a  small,  but  neat 
D  6  house. 


hdttse,  nar  the  abode  df  our.  kiiift 
fiiesids,  wbeve  Hire  ym»  BMst'comfertw 
aUy  sihisted. 

lljly  lutert.  Hvas.Bdw  al  ^mie :  I  had 
seen  the  being  I  nosl;  flmfi4ed^>'  ^ 
jbupd  h^  kii^d.aiK}  niest.affiwtifaairt)^ 
Ambng  her  visitoi»  wab  one  jibr.^wlMtili 
I  aodn  enter^ned  a  high  iiegiu^^  3&m 
ligoQiet  wa$  the  oaI^  daught^^ofl  fiefak 
Biarsbri  Ligdn|w(.  Her.beatii^  aQdfd^ 
gant  makinars.  gwaad:  hei^  m^rtyi  adm}< 
h3rs»  bttt  her  fbrturie/  w«is  a;ifiaHi<r  and 
though  she  wa&viq[utt^via  theiashknp  to 
be.  fbllowed  axid.  flatteec^^  ferirvof.  the 
Fraich  yov^  coidd  thi^  lofctakioi^ 
hom^.  a  p<H*tidriIess  wife;  ..Th^;  ¥^cre 
some^  no  doubt,  who^  if.thefi  Uftd  Jiail 
the  means,  woidd  most  assifeed|]r  hwre 
made,  her  their  wife:,  amotagivtbafe 
munber  was  my  broths he  sa^r  ^ 
hived  Maria,  noc  waft  he  Mti^  s^ith  jn^ 

difference 


6MsrentB>hy  heri  Atthbugh;  ediinttd: 
iBwIilie  hagVeUt  ckde^  and;  'aooii«Uiaied 
to.  die  adorfition  of  att  the  ^entftin^' 
and  ihe  notiee  of  the  first  people  .in 
Fmriee^  fier  faearfe  was  neitber  phmA 
dor  calldiis ;  she  saw^  the;  true  venem^ 
tion  with  which  my  brathec  rdgafded 
her,  ^^d:  IxdaociDg  Hs  good  qiia&ties 

fifiddrab-wbtttt^  whk  that  of  the  fopii 
who  ^uljn  followed^  die'  could  not'  but 
fedi  imd  'sU^  a  jffrdEerence.  . 

I  soba  peroeived  how  matt^  wtee^. 
nor  wasX^wis  miicb  behind  jstdi  We 
bcriii^rgoioed  at  s^ofc  aii:attacbnfeiit  ( add 
lil(|i^y^ni  tiie  bonsdoumesa  of  ioying  and 
beniig  bedoved, :  I  foj^t  we  wesa  eiiled^ 
living  in  a  sirange.ooiiiitry  afid  amoog; 
^i^ers.  My  heart  found  ncme^  and 
in  this  state  of  mind  inany  inqnths  rolled, 
on/,  while  -1  wa8<  :unboBS(mNis  tbeif  : 
lapse*    My.  nndc^  the.  ^gencHl*.  now: 

joined 
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jmnedtis;  and  fhun  Im  aoooaat,  my 
filthier  saw  there  were  small  hopes  of  be- 
ing^Bllowed  to  return  to.Sootland;  so  lie 
willingly  accepted  the  d^ge  of  being 
cbaphdn  to  snch  Soots  and  English  fa- 
milies as  this  unhai^y  rebellion  had 
driven  to  France. 

We  were  now^  as  it  were,  settled  as 
French  sabjects;  nor  did  I  regret  it  I 
had  few  acquaintances  in  Scotland,  and 
I  was  there  surrounded  by  all  that  my 
scml  held  dear.   Lewis  accepted  a  com- 
mission from  his  sovereign,  at  tiie  solid* 
tation  of  prince  Charies,  who  now  lived 
in  Paris,  as  a  reward  for  the  friendship 
and  bravery  he  had  shewn  for  that 
prince.   As  th&re  was  no  fore^  service 
at  the  time,  I  was  not  sorry  at  this  ar- 
rangement ;  for  daily  did  I  seehim,  and 
had'  daily  m«e  and  more  reason  to  ad- 
nsire:  and  love  the  mother  and  the  son. 

"Nearly 
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Nearly  two  years  had  flown  in  the 
continued  interchange  of  dvilities  and 
kindness,  and  I  had  learned  to.  consider 
myself  as  almost  a  Frenchwonum ;  and 
my  fiither  was  happy  with  his  new 
flock,  when  Lewis  was  ordered  to  Swit- 
zerland with  his  regiment.  Although 
not  fiir  irom  us,  yet  J  fdt  unhappy,  and 
agreed  that  madame  Seaton  and  my  &- 
ther  should  he  asked  for  their  consent 
to  our  union.    They  were  asked,  and 
had  lio  olgections  but  our  youth.  Lewis 
pled  our  long  attachment,  and  so  soft- 
ened his  mother^s  heart,  that  she  con- 
sented to  our  happiness.     My  father 
was  not  so  easily  prevailed  upon;  but 
'  the  thoughts  of  perhaps  lea:Ting  me  an 
orphan  in  the  land  of  strangers  at  last 
determined  him,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  I  should  unite  my  fate  to  that  of 

Lewis 
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m\^e  .d$y.  pn  whieh  l  attained 
my  iHliet«e«|hiyear.': . 

lbw0miMBg,  i(|ii4  0edue^  and  w)ii|e 
I  fpudly  httitg^on  the  neok  of  ttiadaoie 
Sdatarv  thanking,  her  for  h^r  kindiiea^ 
9ti4  calling  h^^ipthef,  little  did  I  dymm 
the  fAoim  that  was  jsq  .somi  to  wMck 
all  my.happw«M^  and  i}09d  PK  asolitaiy 
liTwid^i^F:  iin,the^Wj9rid^.  Biit»Mnydiil- 
dil^f":  continued  the  good  joid^y^ 
muflit&t(^:  I  feel  I  can.  go  nofiurther 
tOfnight ;  to-morrow  I  shall  finish  this 
sadatory/V       .  a;  : 

.  The  fiiends.  agon  retired,  mtefested 
and  inofifc  anxious  for  the  conclusion  of 
the  narrative. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  Oh,  little  did  my  mitfaer  ken. 

The  day  she  cradled  me. 
The  land  I  was  to  travel  in, 

Or  the  death  I  was  to  die  V 

''  About  a  week  from  the  time  appoint- 
ed ibr  our  marriistge,  Lewis  and  my 
brother  proposed  that  we  should  all  go 
to  see  some  of  the  environs  of  Paris. 
My  father  and  madkme  Seaton  agreed 
to  accompany  us.  We  set  out  accord- 
ingly in  a  delightful  spring  morning, 
and  surely  never  were  rix  ^b^pier 
people— Madame,  Maria,  my  &the]r»  and 
I,  in  a  carriage ;  Lewis  and  my  brother 
on  horseback. 

•*Some 
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Some  leagues  from  Paris,  we  were 
joined  by  two  or  three  English  and 
Scots  officers,  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  Lewis ;  they  were  invited  to  join 
our  party,  and  accepted  the  invitation. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  was  the  only  son 
and  heir  of  sir  Henry  Lumsdaine,  and 
his  cheerful  and  engaging  manners  soon 
made  him  a  great  favourite  with  all  of 
us.  Our  repast  was  spread  upon  the 
grass,  and  the  younger  part  of  the  com- 
pany set  out  to  walk,  while  madame, 
my  &ther,  and  one  of  our  visitors,  staid 
behind. 

"  We  were  all  highly  delighted  with 
our  walk:  for  my  part,  I  felt  almost 
painfully  happy.  Wandering  over  scenes 
where  ^ature  wantoned  in  her  prim^ 
hanging  on  the  arm  of  one  to  whom  I 
was  fondly  attached^  and  with  whom  I 
expected  soon — ^very  soon,  to  share  all 

the 
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the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life,  with  an 
overflowing  heart,  I  lifted  up  soul  in 
silent  thanksgiving  to  the  Author  of  all 
good,  and  sincerely  prayed  that  I  might 
be  able  to  shew  myself  worthy  of  so 
much  goodness. 

"  Lewis  appeared  to  understand  my 
feelings,  and  with  eyes  that  beamed 
love  and  gratitude,  whispered  his  happi- 
ness.  But  why  dwell  on  such  scenes  ? 
Alas !  that  was^a  bright  day  of  felicity, 
and  succeeded  by  years  of  gloom  and 
despondency,  just  as  you  have  seen  the 
natural  day  rise  unclouded  and  dear, 
promising  fair,  when,  ere  noon,  dark 
clouds  have  suddenly  overspread  the  ho* 
rizon,  and  overtaken  the  unwary  tnu 
veller.   But  I  forget. 

"  We  returned  to  Paris  in  the  even- 
ing, and  next  morning  could  talk  of 
.nothing  but  our  ple^nt  excorsic^fi,  and 

were 
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were  projecting  another,  wl^en  Mr. 
Lumsdaine  caUed  to  inquire  for  us. 
He  insisted  that  my  brother  and  Seaton 
should  dine  with  him  at  his  lodgings, 
to  which  they  at  last  consented,  pio- 
vided  that  he  would  come  to  our  house 
next  day,  which  he  promised.  I  felt  a 
sort  of  un<f  efined  foreboding,  as  if  some 
evil  were  to  happen,  as  I  saw  my  too- 
ther go  out;  and  when  Lewis  pressed 
my  hand  at  parting,  I  entreated  him  to 
take-  care  of  himself,  and  return  early. 
He  only  smiled,  and  assured  me  no 
company  should  long  detain  him  fiom 
my  side. 

My  father  had  just  gone  to  visit  a 
sick  lady,  one  of  his  congregation,  and 
was  not  expected  home  that  night.  I 
felt  lonely  and  dejected ;  and  to  shake 
<^this  ^ling,  I  went  to  the  hotel  of 
madame  Seaton,  aiid  found  Maria  Ligo« 

nier 
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nier  there.  We  alternately  read  and 
worked.  Our  good  old  friend  was  re- 
markably cheerful,  and  both  she  and 
Maria  rallied  me  excessively  on  my  vi- 
sible dejection,  alleging  I  had  quarrelled 
with  Seaton. 

The  evening  passed  on.  I  would 
&in  have  gone  home,  but  still  sat  as  if 
I  had  not  power  to  go,  and  yet  dreaded 
to  stay.  At  last  it  grew  so  late,  that  I 
could  stay  no  longer.  Madame  made  a 
laughing  excuse  for  her  son — said,  she 
hoped  J  would  make  him  keep  better 
hours,  but  that  she  fancied  he  was  only 
taking  leave  of  a  bachelor's  life,  and  that 
she  would  send  him  to  make  proper 
apologies  next  morning.  She  pressed 
me  much  to  partake  of  the  light  supper 
which  had  been  sent  up  for  her  and 
Maria,  which  I  did,  and  then  prepared 

to 
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to  go  home,  attended  by  Le  Brun,  tbe 
faithful  old  servant  of  Lewis's  father. 

**  I  had  just  got  the  length  of  the 
Forte——-,  when  a  confused  hcnm^ 
voices  met  my  ear.   I  stopped  to  listen ; 
and  as  the  sound  drew  nearer,  I  stood, 
as  it  were,  fixed  to  the  spot.    Le  Brun 
wished  me  to  go  on ;  but  I  felt  an  in- 
describable curiosity  to  know  the  reason 
of  the  sounds  I  had  heard.   At  last  a 
few  men   appeared,  bearing  in  their 
arms  a  dead  body ;  and  a  little  behind 
was  another  man,  who  seemed  to  walk 
with  difficulty,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  a 
servant.   They  approached  still  nearer, 
and  at  last  turned  into  the  court  where 
I  stood.   I  was  motionless  with  alarm, 
while  the  men  went  into  the  house ;  I 
rushed  after  them,  in  spite  of  the  feeble 
efforts  of  Le  Brun,  and  found  they  had 

laid 
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laid  their  charge  on  a  seat  iii  the  hall  ; 
I  made  my  way  through  them,  and  be» 
held  my  adored  Lewis,  my  betrothed 
husband,  pale  and  lifeless.  I  called  ea* 
gerly  on  his  name;  he  opened  his  eyes, 
gave  me  one  look  of  love,  and  expired 
without  a  groan. 

I  can  recollect  nothing  farther,  but 
that  Maria  took  me  from  the  dead  body, 
and  that  I  imagined  I  saw  William, 
with  his  arm  bound  up.  It  was  many 
days  ere  was  fully  sensible  of  all  I 
had  lost.  My  first  recollections  are, 
that  of  my  father  and  Maria  sitting  by 
my  bedside.  When  I  could  bear  it,  I 
was  gradually  informed  of  the  following 
particulars,  which  had  occasioned  so 
much  wo :— « 

"  When  Lewis  and  my  brother  went 
to  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  they 
found  the  English  and  Scotch  officers 

who 
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who  had  been  with  us  the  day  before. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening,  iftihappily, 
politics  were  introduced,' when  one  of  the 
English  gentlemen,  who,  it  seems,  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, spoke  in  a  very  disrespectful  man- 
ner of  our  unfortunate  prince.  Seaton 
could  not  bear  this,  and  replied,  with  a 
great  deal  of  heat.  Much  recrimination 
followed,  when  Lewis  gave  the  other 
the  lie. 

This,  by  all  laws  of  honour,  was 
not  to  be  borne.  Patrick  Lumsdaine 
did  all  he  could  to  reconcile  the  parties, 
but  in  vain.  They  left  his  iod^ngs, 
and  my  brother^  as  second  to  Lewis,  ac# 
companied  him  to  a  retired  place,  and 
engaged  the  second  of  the  En^sh  gen- 
tleman, as  was  then  the  horrid  custom 
in  France. 

Patrick  Lumsdaine  furrived  on  the 

ground 
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gHamdddboB  aften.  land  m  endeavouring 
terjxiit  the  oombotanto,  reeelvod  a  seveie 
womd  in  the  3word-ann»  which  pie- 
vented  him  from  letting  iis  know  what) 
had  hiqqEieQied 

^  Thus,  by  a  ftolish  qiunirely 
tWiO  fimilies  plunged  into  the  deegett 
distress-*^wa&  the  mcniiing  of  my  day9 
overcast,  and  I  prematuvely  a  widow. 
My  father  informed  me  that  William 
bad.  been  severely  ivounded,  but  was 
xeoovering**-*that  he  was  weak  firoiQ  the 
loss  ofbkxxl^butfreefrom  danger.  Maria 
attended  me  conststotly,  and  with  sueh 
care  md  attention,  that  I  am  persuaded 
I  owe  my  life  to  her  assiduities. 

^  My  first  inquiries  were  for  the  mo- 
ther €{  my  lamented  .Iiewis.  I  was  told 
shewaswdndbrfiiUyoomppaed.  I  longed,, 
yet  dreaded  to  see.  her.  At  last  I  watf 
permitted  to  go  out ;  I  saw  my  v^ier- 

yi(KU  II.  E  able 
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able  friend  —  she  called  me  daughter^ 
and  told  me  she  daiihed  my  eifi^ion 
next  to  my  father.  Whenever  WiHkm 
ind  I  were  able  to  travel,  we  left  Paris, 
to  take  a  tour  in  Switzerland,  accompa- 
nied by  Patrick  Liumsdaine,  who  was 
as  assiduous  about  my  brother  as  Maiia 
was  about  me.  We  were  absent  nearly 
two  months,  and  on  our  return  to  Paria, 
we  were  informed  that  sir  Henry  Lums- 
daine  had  procured  a  protection  from 
government  for  my  &ther,  and  that  his 
parishioners  wished  much  for  his  return. 
This  indeed  was  welcome  news  for  us 
all;  but  William,  who  felt  his  attach* 
ment  daily  increase  for  my  friend,  and 
although  he  had  little  hope  of  gaining 
the  consent  of  her  father,  yet  could  not 
think  of  leaving  the  country  she  was  in. 
We  had  many  letters  from  Scotland, 
ur^ng  our  return ;  and  as  my  unde  had 

always 
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alwqrs  promified  to  provide  for  William^ 
my  ftther  was  prevaiFed  upon,  to  leave 
him  behind,  with  the  promise  that  he 
should  pay  us  a  visit  the  following 
spring. 

"  After  one  day  devoted  to  the  com* 
pany  of  madame  Seaton,  I  prepared  to 
accompany  my  father.  Every  aceom- 
modation  that  our  kind  friends  could 
think  of  was  provided  for  us;  and  as 
the  vessel  was  both,  new  and  commo- 
dious, and  the  commander  attentive  and 
polite,  we  had  every  reason  to  expect  a 
pleasant  voyage.  It  was  then  Consider- 
ably Imger  than  at  pesent,  as  the  na- 
vigation was  different,  and  these  vessels 
had  many  places  to  call  at.  But  great 
was  the  contrast  to  me :  although  flying 
for  our  lives  in  a  smaU  fishing-boat,  al- 
most without  the  common  necessaries 
c£  life,  exposed  to  the  weather,'  yet  I 
£  2  felt 
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felt  it  iiot-f-Lieiiis  was  ever  at  my  side, 
to.chea*and  coiiiibittiie;  and  when  the 
aea  was  cito  and  MirniBed,  we  used  to 
sit  teid  enjoy  sweet  oonverse  together: 
now,  returning  to  our  native  land,  to. 
see  again  the  scenes  of  infimcy,  to  be 
gneeted  by  friends  and  nei^bours,  and 
sucroanded  hy  every  oemfert,  and 
even  our  oabin  the  reoeptade  of  every 
luxury  that  money  ooulH  ^ocure,  yet 
aU  tiiat  availed  me  nothing — he  was  not 
there  td  enjoy  these  things  with  me. 
My  firiiier  was^even  more  than  usually 
kind***-he  sootlied  and  calmed  me;  and 
by  introdttcitig  interesting  'topics  'of  dis- 
odui«e  about  our  own  hoi»e,  and  the 
probaUe  changes  that  had  taken  place 
in  tiie  n^ghbourhood,  tried  to  begiule 
niy  giae£  ^^'siieceededr  isa  dhr;  £or  I 
Graic6ided'mydqection/a<id  looked  nxne 
cheer&l  thm  I  really  &lt,  that  I  might 

not 
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not  gneye  the  heart  of  this  inertimable 
parent 

Our  voyage  was  prosperous ;  and 
after  we  had  touched  at  the  several 
places  intended,  we  landed  in  the  north 
of  Scotland,  after  an  absence  of  three 
years  and  some  mcmths.  We  proceeded 
dkectly  to  the  bouse  of  a  lady  who  was 
a  distant  relation  of  my  Other's.  We 
were  received  with  that  cordial  welcome 
which  characterizes  that  part  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  the  kindness  of  our  rdative 
made  us  extend  our  intended  two  weeks 
to  ten.  Meanwhile  our  faithful  David 
was  sent  forward  to  prepare  every  thing 
for  our  reception  at  our  old  abode. 

**  On  our  arrival  at  home,  we  were 
met  and  welcomed  by  many  of  our  old 
friends,  who  rejoiced  in  our  return.  .  By 
the  care  of  sir  Henry  Lumsdaine,  fitther 
to  our  friend,  our  house  and  furniture 
£  3  had 
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had  escaped  the  ravages  of  the  soldien. 
With  what  different  and  chastened  feel- 
ings did  I  vmt  every  room  in  the  abode 
of  my  inianc^  !  Three  years  bad  made 
me  much  wiser,  and  I  hope  better. 
When  I  looked  back  to  the  ambitious 
thoughts  and  prefects  that  had  once 
filled  my  brain,  I  trembled  at  my  own 
emptiness,  and  considered  my  dreary 
prefects  now.  For  a  prince  whom  I 
formerly  vainly  hoped  would  fiU  the 
throne  of  these  islands,  I  beheld  a  wan^ 
derer,  who  *  had  riot  where  to  lay  his 
head^'^fbr  a  husband,  I  had  only  the 
sad  remembrance  vone  asleep  with  his 
fathers,  and  who  never  lived  ,  to  hear 
that  endearing  title. 

As  I  wandered  from  room  to  room, 
every  step  brought  with  it  some  painful 
recollection.  Here  I  have  sat  widi 
Lewis,  while  he  taught  me  to  read  the 

French 
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French  or  Italian  poets^there  I  had 
assisted  him  in  translating  the  Gaelic, 
which  be  was  very  anxious  to  acquire, 
having  been  the  language  of  his  fathers. 
In  one  comer  hung  his  fishing-rod,  and 
beside  it  his  fowling-piece.  I  fled  from 
them,  and  took  refuge  in  a  distant  room 
— ^it  was  my  favourite  old  study.  No 
revolutk>n  had  disturbed  the  authors  to 
which  I  was  so  partial — ^they  remained 
just  as  I  had  left  them.  I  sat  down, 
and  wept  bitterly.  My  tears  did  me 
good — ^they  assuaged  my  agonized  feel- 
ings, and  brought  me  to  a  better  frame 
of  mind.  True,  I  had  met  with  a  se- 
vere loss,  but  still  I  had  many  blessings 
— a  kind  luid  affectionate  father,  a  brave 
and  generous  brother:  that  brother  was, 
like  me,  I  dreaded  to  think,  a  prey  to 
hopeless  grief  and  regret;  for  would 
field-marshal  Ligonier  consent  to  his 
£  4  daughter's 
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daughter's  marrii^  wiA  the  sob  of  St 
poor  Scots  Episc6palian  ?  I  doubted  it| 
and  feared  for  my  poor  WilUam.  Boft 
his  health  and.  spirits  hid  becin  nincA 
aflfected  by  the  lamented  death  of  liewis; 
and  should  any  other  calamity  beftfi 
him»  what  might  be  theloonsequenocf? 
I  trembled  to  think  of  it  , 

I  gradually  lost  that  first  bitter  feel^ 
ing  which  assailed  me  on.  my  :  aahriya}» 
and  my  spirits  sunk  ikito  the  i^uiet  un^ 
offending  despdridenc^  .tbat  leaTes  ifes 
victim  little  eitter  :to  hope  or  JiAr.  My 
&ther  resumed  .his  pastoral  6£Boes».  ami 
appeared  much  happier. than  be. ever 
was  in  France;  he  felt  at  homei  and 
the  kindness  of.,  his  .pHridiioiierB  gave 
him  the  greatest  pleasure.*  .  v    . .    . . 

The  winter  passed  on^  unmarked 
by  any  events  but.  the  detitfa  of  the  old 
housekeeper,  who  had./suoottded  my 

aunt 
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Hunt  in  the  management  of  our  ordinary 
affidn.  She  had  got  leave  to  remain  in 
the  house,  by  the  kindness  of  the  same 
friend  who  had  taken  so  much  care  <^ 
our  other  concerns.  At  any  other  time 
her  death  would  have  been  a  severe 
affliction  to  me.  As  an  old  and  attached 
m^ant  and  friend,  I  felt  and  lamented 
her  loss;  but  in  the  light  I  would  once 
have  viewed  it,  I  did  not  regret  it.  My 
former  habits  had  given  me  a  disrelish 
for  female  employments,  particularly 
housekeeping;  I  had  someway  attached 
m  idea  of  servility  to  it ;  but  time,  and 
change  of  scene  and  country,  had  oor^ 
rected  that  idea.  On  being  introduced 
to  my  friends  in  Paris,  I  found  how  iar 
inferior  I  was  to  them  in  femmine  ac- 
complishments. Maria  Ligonier  was 
uncommonly  accomplished;  I  felt  my 
itileriority,  and  °wa8  burt.  Shall  I  &vm 
E  5  that 
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th^  I  felt  sometbing  like  regret  that  I 
had  spent  my  time  with  the  writers  of 
church  history,  as  I  had  done.  My 
pride  was  roused ;  and  as  I  knew  I  pos- 
sessed diligence,  I  did  not  despair  of 
even  learning  those  accomplishments  <^ 
which  I  was  most  ignorant.  Nor  was  I 
mistaken— my  awakened  feeling  did 
me  good ;  and  although  not  from  taste 
such  a  worker  of  embroidery  as  Maria, 
I  could  do  ity  and  that  was  sufficient. 

I  now  applied  diligently  to  my 
household  duties,  and  found  that  there 
is  a  charm  in  occupation,  which  can  even 
beguile  grief.  The  winter  I  had  so  much 
dreaded  wore  away ;  the  long  evenings 
iny  &ther  read  to  me  the  histories  of 
more  modem  date  than  what  I  had.foor- 
m^jrly  been  so  fond  of. 

It  was  now  near  the,  time  we  were 
to  expect  ,  my  unde  and  brother.  .1  beiird 

regularly 
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regularly  from  Maria  and  madame  Sea- 
ton.  Their  last  letters  mentioned  Wil- 
liam having  been  rather  unwell ;  but  as 
he  had  said  nothing  of  it  himself,  we 
were  not  alarmed:  imagine  then  our 
distress  at  sedng  him  arrive  pale  and 
emaciated,  and  evidently  sinking  into 
an  early  grave.  He  was  att^ded  by 
sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine,  as  the  general 
could  not  leave  France  at  that  time. 
My  father  long  flattered  himself  he 
would  recover,  and  indeed  there  were 
times  when  I  thought  I  saw  returning 
health  flush  his  cheeks;  but,  alas!  thes^ 
were  fidlacious  hopes — ^be  lingered  thro' 
the  summer  months,  and  finished  this 
mortal  life  early  in  autumn.  , 
"  I  need  hardly  say  the  effect  Wil- 
liam's death  had  on  my  father's  mind : 
naturally  of  a  melancholy  tenjperamejit, 
whi<4i  many  drcunistaqces  l»d  incieas- 
£  6  ed. 
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ed,  he  ndUr  dunk  intd  pMknoA 
g^oom,  ahd  I  trembled  for -tile  con^ae- 
quehces.  The  -death  of  Ay  hMAtt 
opened  iknew  the  woundu  WMch  liide 
had  hardly  closed,  and  I  bedime  alnaO^ 
jis  dejected  a»  my  Mbkt:  I  cbiuld  hkV@ 
done  little  towk^^i;  cheeHngMth,  IP  II 
had  not  been  for  the  ^ussistisihdi  of  y^Aj^ 
liumsdauie.  To  iih  uttcohiiiibh  iswe^ 
hess  of  temi^er  wdre  iidded'ii  ^kHiciA^  iX 
heart  and  steadiness  of  ^iShdj^l^  iseldtikh 
equalled;  his  ^ttenBdhs  t6  thy  tei^ 
Were  unwea!f!e<ii:  aQ  fhe  ^iflebeiSttld 
%re  iBknix  his  owb  pht&it  #M^'dediM<»^ 
to  mine.  The^^^l^^'fi^^m 
sad  de^i^btion  %^  trtiihaHiiM  SItif 
event  At  b  aaviiiAi^  b^e  Pftfift 
iny  cbly  ^MiMht,  lind  hMidt  bofasola* 
tliisli  i6f  thiHfi^i^g'  I>  >faaA  =do<je  all  ih 
^^i-WVb&eldtiklii^^y. 

"  Ail  l%ad  »£fitr1kb  Cii^'ia  i»etb 
'  Scotland, 
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Stedand,  I  wtnit  to  FMhcb,  -wime  I 

tile  ufidther  of  bmentcid  LOfm.' 
Mftria,  toy  fHend,  had  game  over  to 

tte  ^en^l,  Awt  t^n^  vsrviTtt  Im 
bMtfai^,  ioA  I  fbanA  vayMlf  hcfaciM  of 
hatf  li»  £(irtiiii«>»«t  .wft8'  niate.  thaa^  I 
knewfr&at  to  do  witlL  .  ... 

**  The  idtide  of  ttiadnie'  Stefon  tnm 
yery  nafeoH^  but  ^delettV  'aiDotag  .her  mtf- 
qiudalikiaeb  "rir^iie  •mme.of  the  first  litCk 
luy  charaota^  inifiasitiii  I  ytiai  deb^^ 
ed:m1b1hdr  TOi<>«MAii^  ^drirfi  g«v« 
rae  Hfew  oddii^  ^vAtioiit  :lasHi^  iajr  info 
ftr  %«iMmie  voedtnidisblMnrij.  l.^tw- 
died  both  the  modem  «ppd  andent  law. 
gttiges^iAid  aided -tomy'^todk  of  ktaow. 
lei^  «nd  wttHmtiA  ^gMatfy^  to  th* 
yltuwugft  df  -  my :  viBOecaiblft '  fiicAdt  wli^ 
Ml  <i!MBi«ta  tn  «dteatkiii  ftir  ioperie^ 

to 
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to  moBt  of  her  '  ocmutiy  women. .  My 
Axys  ^SAed  m,  if  not  in  happinefi6>  at 
least  in  cidm  contentment;  but  I  had  to 
feel  one  pang  moce»  for  it  pleased  the 
AUi-wise  Disposer  of  etents  to  deprive 
me  of -my  old  friend  Her  death  was 
sudden,  but  easy ;  it  dissolved  a  irimd- 
ship  which  had  remained  unshaken  from 
the  moment  of  our  meeting.  For  three 
years  I  had  been  her  constant  compa- 
iiion»  and  her  death  left  a  blank  in  my 
hearty-whkh  it  is  imposstble  ta  deserib^ 
and  which,  I  sincerely  hope,  none  of 
yoii^  my  youn^fiiends,  will  ever  expe* 
rienoe.  Thus  was  I  left  a  solitary  being, 
witiiout  a  i?ektive  or  fiiend— <^ev»  Maria 
was  far  fioni  me. ; 

One  of  the  genHemeii  Who  visited 
at  my  late  j&tend's  was  going  with  his 
&mly  to  BcHne,  and/  praised  me  mueh 
^gO  'With  liimi  A  great  desm  to  ibwr 

vel. 
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vel,  which  I  tUn^ys,  hud,  iaducnd  me 
to  accept  his  invitation.  Pm^tiig.five 
years  that  I  spent  with  this  fiimily,  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  all  the  prin* 
cipal  cities  in  Italy, 

How  long  I  might  have  wandered 
froQi  ]dace  to  place;  I  know  not,  had  I 
not  been  recalled  to  Paris  by  the  failure 
of  the  agent  to  wIuhh  I  had  entruisted 
my  little  fortune  It  was  a  severe  stroke 
to  me,  for  I  had  nothing  behind,  but.  a 
trifle^  which  n^y  kind  friend  had  left  me. 
I  need  scarcely  say  how  hard  I  felt,  tbjjs 
blow.  To  be  reduced  from  comparative 
affluent  diienmstances  to.  indigency  is 
at  all  ^njes  a  trial  of  fort^|tude-rupqi^ 
me  it  bore  particularly  hard.  I  had  no 
relation  and  no  home;  my  habits life 
were  farmed,  and  there  was  a  disagree: 
able  feeling  in  the  idea  of  being  depepi- 
dent  on  any  of  my  kind  frieiwis;  amji 

any 


81  6imtO»TY. 

my  Mnr^ky^m^nt  for  lacBes  wad  almost 
tk€9i  tuitboagbt  of.  Dlfficttit  as  it  was, 
\  4e»(Avtd  to  inquire  after  it,  and  by 
t^kvitig  tkiy  serrice^  as  a  teadler  of 
youth,  earn  a  comfortable  subsistence 
ibf*  myself;  imd  I  soon  beard  of  a  Scots 
iidbienaatl^s  fkmily  where  my  services 
troulA  be  dtoepted.  But  I  was  pre^ 
v^stited  from  putting  my  scheme  into 
^esceicutSon  hy  a  yery  unexpected  piece 
<^  news^no  le£R^  thim  the  marriage  of 
^Mrick,  now  sir  Ffttaick  liumsdaine, 
wlfh  my  fri^  Maria  LigcMiler. 

My  being  so  long  in  Italy  had  pi^- 
l^nted  we  frotn  heatring  of  him  for 
fSme]  und  1  believe  motives  of  delicacjr 
to  itay  brothei:^  metrior^  fef 
fidt  to  write  me  what  was  going  oh;  I 
^Adold  oertamly  have  liked  mudi  better 
1S6  Imve  heard  of  this  before  it  took 
^(^l  hat  ndw  tiiat  it  was  ovt^r,  1 

solved 
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solv^  to  aoeept  their  pif^saing  itbtllJi- 
tion  td  Dteet  thMd  in  Eidilibuigh  ..0n 
tlieir  way  from  London  to  the  oistle. 
There  were  not  twofMedple  in  thtf  /v^orld 
to  whom  I  was  so  mtidi  attach^,  aiad 
I  Mt  too  that  I  should  Ulce  io  be  agam 
in  Sootbnd,  where,  if  I  foukid  it  UecfiG^ 
iary,  I  might  meet  wilh  an  assflum. 

With  these  thou^ts  I  aiarai^^mj 
sffiiift^  gathered  td^her  wnek-ef 
lily  little  fi>]iSune»  add,  iStOr  a  f^leasuft 
jommiey^  ibutad  ^nytelf  in  \hb,  o^^iUi  Of 
Sd:)tlslhd  for  lihe  fint  time^  Any  dei* 
timptioQ  of  it  io  ybu  wo^ld  be  needlces^ 
it  is  so  mueh  allleiiod  fram  What  it  fittv 
inerly  "Wm.  Sir  Flatekfcfiwi  hOy  hnm^  ^ 
isaine  wottU  not.  heai;  of  mj  l^yis^ 
them,  and  a  deligbt&l  JttreltAmontll 
glided  away.  I  was  howeis*r  .i^ftjwH^ 
tafeing  leading,  tfais^  hofe^tuble.  Ai^^sion, 
and  retiiing  Io  a  ndif^bwUiiig  ylH^gii^ 

which 
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whieh  would  suit  the  state  of  my  fi- 
nances^ when  sir  Patrick  asked  me  to 
accompany  him  to  see  a  cottage  he  in- 
tended to  purchase.  It  was  this  one. 
The  idea  of  renting  it  from  him  strudc 
me  whenever  I  saw  it  My  frienck 
tried  to  ndly  me  out  of  my. design,  but 
I  was  firm;,  and  on  condition  tl^t  I 
would  remain  with  them  the  following 
wiiiter,  they' agreed  to  my  plan.  While 
I  was  91  Edinburgh,  sir  Patiidt,  with 
that'tnie  delicaisy  whidi  always  charac- 
terises the  generous  mind,  had  built  this 
cottage  on  the  ground,  laid  out  my  small 
garden,  and,  in  short,  done  every  thing 
l^at  could  contribi^te  to  my  comfort.  I 
thought  I  could  not  shew  my  gratitude 
better^for  tins  new  favour  thmi  by  ac» 
cepting  it: 

*^  A  few  months: saw  me  established 
at  WiUow  Cottage,  and  I  have  never 

had 
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had  reason  to  repent  of  it.  That  picture 
of  Lewis,  and  the  bookcase,  were  pert 
of  my  legacy  from  his  mother,  and  also 
that  full-length  portrait  ,  of  aidihishop 
Sharp,  who  has  been  so  much  stigmia- 
tized,  and  at  last  suffered  a  most  cruel 
death,  by  one  pfuty,  and  as  much  ex- 
tolled by  another.  I  trust  I  am  no  bi- 
got," said  the  old  lady,  as  she  raised  her 
mild  blue  eyes  upwards,  ^  but  I  do  con- 
£es8  I  fed  a  kind  of  respect  wd  love  for 
the  memory  of  the  man  who  soffered  in 
sudi  a  cause.  The  lik^iess  is  thought 
a  very  fine  one;  it  was  a  present  to  my 
grandfiither;  and  when  my.  own  fiither 
had  to  leave  Scotland,  he-  thought  it 
would  be  an  acceptable  present  to  sir 
Henry  Liimsdaine;  and  his  son,,  with 
his  usual  kindness,  sent  ,  it  to  me,  to 
adorn  my  little  parlour.  .  .  .  < 

«  Thus, 


98  CUTBIOSITY. 

^  Thus^  my  young  friends,  have  I 
endeavoured  to  give  you  a  sketdi  of  a 
life  that  had  little  to  instruct  any  one. 
My  miaftirtanes  were,  perhaps,  not  worse 
than  what  befall  hundreds  around  me. 
I  have  been  taught  wisdom  by  th^. 
Had  I  been  allowed  to  ^  on  with  my 
reading,  what  would  have  become  of 
me  ?  for,  I  am  scnry  to  say,  it  was  not 
instruGtive;  and  my  want  of  feminine 
iMSComplidmients,  or  rather  my  igno- 
xanoe  of  common,  household  duties, 
Would  have  rendered  me  equally  a  bur- 
den to  myself  and  sodety.  The  death 
of  Lewis  was  indeed  most,  severe ;  but 
it  had  its  uses*.  So  sure  did  I  feel  my* 
sdif  of  speedy,  and  permanent  happiness, 
tihat  1  fear  I  foigot  to  give  that  honour, 
love,  and  gratitude,  where  they  were 
most  due,  and,  in  a  violent  attachm^t 

to 
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to  .the  ffMture  of  a  daj%  Soifgot  thttt 
Bd^  whom  ^e.are,  and  on  whom  we 
cmstm% \4^ild  £>r  all  thil^. 

I  bn'i^  lirfd  fadre  fi^  Beady  thirty 
ywn  iiii|>eaoe  wdvtimKiuiUity,  vnlh  the 
kindest  laiid  beat  of  fiiiends«  Tbey  too 
hare,  bad  Ijbeir  afflicticms*  Out  of  £>or 
chUdven :  Henry  is  aU  that  remains  to 
them.  .  My  egpseUenit  friend  had  die  nn* 
s^iof  seeing. one  of  his  sons  killed  be-, 
ftnse  bis  eyes,  l^va  fall  £roiii  his  horse, 
l^efelt  it  as  a  parent,  but  also  as.  a  Chris- 
tian. I  bsA  the  sad  oonsolation  of  i^e* 
paying  some  of  their  attentions  while 
sni9Fting«  under  'the.  nod  of  affliction; 
wd,^!l0inor,  Itvust,  And  dttcefely  hope, 
tbat'Oo  action  of  yours  will  eyer^ve  a. 
pan^' to  this  w<Athy  couple,  ot  make 
them  wish/  that  H^wy  'too  ^bad  beoQ 
taken  from  them." 
JSimor  could  only  sob  out  her  firm. 

resolve 
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imdve  neirer  to  wed  Henty,  without  the 
OMseat  of  his*  parents.   Her  haughty 
and  somewhat  petulant'  spirit  was  soft* 
en^  and  subdued  by  the  kindness  of 
Mrs;'Montgomerie,  who,  long  an  atten- 
tive obsarirer  of  the  human  mind,  well 
knew  how  to  suit  her  mild  admonitions 
to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dressed ;  and  happy  would  it'  be  for 
miEiny,  both  of  those  who'  give,  and  those 
who  hear  but  do  not  take  advice,  if  all 
admonitions  were  as  gentle  as  the  old 
lady^s !  but  how  often,  from  the  injudi- 
dous  manner  in  which  advice  is  some- 
times given  to  the  young  and  thought- 
less, does  it  drive  them  still  farther  fi^om 
the  path  of  duty !    To  the  active  nund 
of  youth  the  advice  of  age  falls  power- 
less, or,  like  chI,  only  serves  to  feed  the 
flame  of  their  passions. 
•  Mrs.  Montgomeri^  amused  her  young 

friends, 


friands^j  tte  reoiiiiifler  of  il^eev^ng* 
with  anecdotes  of  her  travels  on  the 
Continettt;  Both  £liza  and  Elinor  felt 
their  reverence,  hourly  in^e^e  rfor  their 
araiaUe  hostess;  and  they  felt  vrariuer 
seatiments  for  lady  LumBdaine,  since 
they  kn&w  her  history.  Many  y^ars  of 
aecduaion  had  given  her  manners  a  de- 
gree of  coldness  to  strangiers;  and  high 
Inrfch,  and  the  stately  manners  of  the 
Fmhch  court  fifty  years  ago,  made  her 
appear  famigbty  and  supercilious;  and 
Klinol:  i^isbed,  not  foi"  the  first  time 
since  she  knew  Henry  Lumsdaine,  that 
she  could  also  claim  kindred  to  some 
noble  house,  and  be  acknowledged  .as 
an  equal  to  Henry,— For  what  avails," 
she  mentally  exclatfned, my  face,  figure; 
and  accomplishments,  if  without  birth 
I  cantaot  be  Hanry's?  My  hemrt  does 
homage  to  the  virtues:  of  the  mother, 

while 
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wifiteiiiy  {inde  i&  huirt^at  the  cUstmos 

she  kii^pi^M6.r^        ^>  "  '       "     ^  . 

Sddi  vrete  Eltecnfis  nedkatites,  wUle 
dhcl  slb^ly^Md'  th)^'-n9ad  to  Muinrai^ 
Side,  to  which  shUa  'hud  :bee&  haslify 
aSied,  td  asffl^  lit  the  f^r^arations  fw  a 
great  entertainment  given  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brandon  the  following  day;  and  it 
WAS  Idcewito  to  be  1^  fiuneweU-dinncr 
to'^He  cockney  cousiils.  What  a  di»* 
play  of  di&bes  and  CQokety  l  ^  Elinor 
fettbd  Mrs^  Wyhe  in  her  stofe-mopa, 
btt^  ahiong  gallipk>ts  and  piekle-diafaes* 
— ^'^Oh!  I  am  so  happy  you're  eome! 
Now,  »y  deatj  gae  awa',  an*  put  on 
ydurapnm;  gang  into'the  kitehen,  and 
set'  about  baking  an  apricot  -  tart Mr* 
l^Hndon^s  jit$t  wiM  about  theiis.^  I  dase 
sdy  you^reiiFcd,''  looking  at  !^ai^  **&r 
ir«  a  Img  wcilk ;  but  X  cmm  hdp  it^  fon 
reallf  Soph's  gude  ibr  naothing^  jft  k^^i 

and 
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and  if  she  wasna  ga'en  to  be  married  ao 
8O0D,  I  wad  gar  her  do;  hut  iVs  no 
worth  while:  she's  trailing  after  that 
hdy  Jemima,  at  Northfield,  and  I'se 
warrant  they're  rummagen  out  someanM 
hides  an'  bores,  for,  oh !  Suph  likes  tiiat 
weel.  But  noo,  hinny,  there's  the 
key;  gae  up  to  the  sideboard,  and  taV 
SLr^Ms  o'wine;  yei^ll  hae  miss'd  your 
tea,  an'  that  'ill  pit  some  mettle  in  ye, 
for  ye  look  as  dow'd  as  a  doeken,  an' 
ilf s  an  afipit  d'  time  to  make  tea  o'er 
again." 

During  this  long  harangue,  Elincnr 
had  been  tlunking  of  the  difference  of 
mind  and  manners  between  her  present 
company  and  the  last  She  took  the 
keys,  and  proceeded  to  her  wwk,  which 
was  finished  so  qidckly  and  neatly,  that 
Mrs.  Wylie  could  do  nothing  but  praise 
and  admire,  it  alteiiuitet)r;  coHgtatalMik 

VOL.  iL  F  ing 
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ing  herself  on  having  such  a  neat-hand* 
ed  clever  creature  near  her,  and  pitied 
her  cousin,  who  had  missed  such  a  gude 
wife;  "  for,**  said  she,  "  the  honest  gen- 
tleman likes  a  good  dinner,  and  would 
have  had  as  nice  things  as  ever  a  pastry- 
cook in  a'  Lunnen  could  make ;  an'  she 
never  had  any  mair  leamen  for't  than  I 
gi'ed  her,  and  a  lesson  out  of  Mrs.  Mac- 
Iver." 

We  shall  not  detain  the  reader  by 
any  more  of  this  good  lady's  speeches. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  late  ere 
their  labours  were  ended,  and  that  a 
message  from  lady  Jemima  informed 
them,  that  she  had  prevailed  upon  Miss 
Wylie  and  Mr.  Grubstone,  junior,  to 
spend  that  night  at  Northiield,  and 
would  do  herself  the  pleasure  of  coming 
to  Muirvenside  next  day  with  them. 
Here  there  was  a  dilemma.   Did  she 

mean 
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mean  to  stay  dinner  ?  how  thoughtless 
in  Sophia !  and  if  they  did  stay,  the  table 
was  too^  small ;  and  if  the  size  of  the 
table  was  increased,  then  her  dinner 
would  look  scattered  and  paltry.  Then, 
vice  versa,  if  she  added  a  dish  or  two 
more,  the  whole  propriety  and  arrange-^ 
ment  would  be  destroyed.  Never  was : 
distress  equal  to  this  good  lady's.  '  She  • 
arranged  and  disarranged,  and  when,  at 
an  early  hour,  she  summoned  her  fellow- 
labourer  from  her  repose,  she  was  dissa- 
tisfied with  all  her  plans. 

Well  as  Elinor  was  accustomed  to  the 
many  little  vexations  aqd  teazings  with 
which  Mrs.  Wylie  plagued  herself  and 
all  around  her  on  a  dinner  occasion,  she 
was  alarmed  at  such  an  early  summons, 
and  asked,  with  some  fear,  what  was 
the  matter,  and  could  hardly  contain 
her  risible  faculties,  when  she  under- 
F  S  stood 
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Stood  tibe  cause  of  d^teeas ;  und.  oi^ly 
vroQ&eted  how  my  mtiomk  iimhmg 
being  ooiild  allow  su(^  tfi^  U> 
and  disoompoae  tbeixi..  Aifts !  do  w^ 
not  all  too  often  vejc  and  turmoil  Qmr 
sefares  for  vaaiiy  ?  and  are  not  oik  most 
sedoiis  woridly  oooupytioiis  but  Ji^t 
and  vain,  when  oompaned.  to  what  is  toa 
often  neglected.? 

EBnos,  with  her  usual  alacrity,  lent 
her  aid  in  oounsel  and  in  w<^k;  a^d  bo- 
fore  the  finrenoon^yisitorsmade^  theij:  £^ 
pearance,  had  settibd  the  c^ec  sind  pxe- 
cedenoe  c^tbfritifilies,  with  thiP  acciira^^y 
of  a  gravid  8(er»er»  greatlji  to  the  delight 
ofMra-Wytie. 


CHAP. 
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—So  now  tbe  dty  yooth. 

The  saddle  gak» ;  anoa  tbe  generous  steed 

Proclaims  his  joj  by  pawings,  and 

At  once  flies  off,  reckless  of  Tears 

Which  BOW  as'safl  his  rider«  An^vYitovs. 

Ladt  JeaufflB  Uptonls  deAga  in  re- 
questing the  prolonged  visit  of  Miss 
Sophia  her  beaki  was  not^  I  am 
soiry  to  say^  for  the  faospitaUe  purpose 
of  makii^  theoi  happy  and  ootnfoitabte, 
but  merely  to  amuse  herself  by  quizzing 
the  young  dtizeil^  from  whose  vanity 
and  Ignorance  she  promised  herself 
mueh  diversion.  Her  aunt»  she  well 
F  8  knew. 
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knew,  detested  all  easy  chitchat  parties, 
and  was  in  the  horrors  at  the  thought 
of  a  bourgeois ;  but  her  ladyship  cared 
not.  Miss  Strictland  would  only  frown 
and  keep  her  room  for  an  evening, 
which  would  leave  her  ladyship  all  the 

liberty  she  wished.  

She  had  enlisted  her  cousin  lord  Clon- 
mel  in  this  amusement,  who  entered 
most  cordially  into  her  views.  He 
adored  lady  Jemima  for  her  spirit,  and 
besides  had  a  few  private  reasons  for 
wishing  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of 
a  man  new  to  the  world,  and  whose 
pockets  were  .  as  .  full  as  .  his  head  was 
Bmpty.  .  He  longed  to  pigeon  him,  as 
he  himself  had  been  pig^oned^  and  au^ 
gured  well,  from  his  apparent  simplicity, 
that  he  would  be  easily  induced  to  sport 
a  tandem  in  the  Park,  figure  awajr  at 
l^ewmarket,  or  even  be  brought  to  rattle 

a  dice- 
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a  dice*box.  It  would  be  endless  to  relate 
the  many  stories  of  lords,  their  horses  and 
bets,  with  which  his  lordship  fed  the  de- 
lighted ears  of  his  attentive  hearer ;  and 
persuaded,  while  they  both  swallowed  re- 
peated bumpers  of  Burgundy,  that  there 
was  no  pleasure  in  life  without  dogs, 
horses,  curricles,  and  all  the  endless  et- 
ceteras  of  a  nobleman's  establishment. 

Grubstone's  vanity  was  fed :  he  saw 
himself  surrounded  by  lordly  compa- 
nions ;  nay,  even  royalty  itself  did  not 
disdain  his  acquaintance,  for  lord  Clon- 
mel  had  promised  to  introduce  and  sup- 
port him.  He  started  up,  embraced  his 
lordship,  and  swore,  with  all  the/ anima- 
tion he  was  master  of,  that  he  would  no 
longer  be  governed  by  that  old  hunks, 
his  unde,  who  knew  nothing  of  life  but 
eating  well-dressed  dishes,  and  having  a 
nap  after  dinner. 

F  4  While 
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While  this  was  going  on  with  the 
gentlemen^  the  ladies  were  amusiag 
themselves.  Lady  Jemima  listened  at* 
tentirely  to  the  private  histories  of  most 
of  the  fiimilies  ui  the  neighbourhood; 
and  while  she  inwardly  despised  and 
condemned  that  spirit  of  prying  curi- 
^ity  which  kept  Sophia  dways  on  the 
alert,  she  could  not  help  being  highly 
amused  by  its  effects, 

Karly  next  forenoon,  the  cavalcade 
set  jprward  to  Muirvenside,  intending 
to  pay  a  visit  at  the  cottage  en  passant. 
Young  Grubstone  had  driven  Sophia  to 
Northfield  in  her  father's  gig ;  but  lord 
Cldnmel  persuaded  him  to  yield  his 
place  to  him»  to  mount  bis  horse,  and 
ride  by  lady  Jemima. — There  is  no 
fear  of  my  overturning  another  gig;  and 
besides,"  continued  his  lordship,  old 
Blackbird  is  so  steady  and  sure,  that  I 

do 
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do  bdiev^  he  would  find  hid  iMd  Home 
without  a  drivei^  ftt  all.  So  do^  ta^ 
good  fel  take  my  horse^  iifld  tell  me 
what  you  think  of  his  paces  i  you  ktitfW 
Mnething  of  thai  business  surely^'' 

Ashamed  to  own  his  ignonoMie  of 
the  menage,  and  highly  fisitered  by  his 
kxdnhif/ft  <5orides6ensioii»  the  unhieky 
dtlzen  inouifted  a  Terf  fine  hi^fated 
horse,  and  folh^wed  by  the  gig  tfnd  a 
couple  of  sefvftnts,  iiei  dff  wHh  lady  J£L 
itfima. 

For  nearly  k  mile  Miey  tode  jireiy 
steadily,  when  her  ladyshi]!  ptft  her 
hatne  to  a  gentle  ebnter,  Which  iricreased 
gradually  m  it  became  a  full  gsUop. 

Grubstone'a  head  became  giddy^  but 
he  kept  big  teat  manfuHy,  holding  ftst 
by  the  Mdle,  and  sometimes  by  the 
ptMftmel  of  fheMddle;  bul  hid  unsteady 
ffidrdon  thMatcttied  a  speedy  deseeAt 

F  5  Her 
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,  Her  lac[yship»  who  wa^  ori  the  watcb, 
saw  the  state  of  her  vic,tim,  halted  her 
horsei  saying — This  is  foolish  work~ 
ride  at  leisure  " 

Both  horses  were  already  heated  and 
uneasy,  so  that  the  change  of  motion 
was  only  a  change  of  mispiy  to  the  pgpr 
citizen,  while  the  lady  sat  with  all  ,  the 
dighity  of  *a  general,  ;aj5  her  darling  Os- 
car proudly^  paced  under  her.  The 
lidrse  of  his  lordship,  as  if  he  entered 
into  the  mischievous  design  of  his  own- 
er,  would  do  nothing  but  cabriole,  cur- 
yet,  and  dance,  whidi  sorely  discom- 
posed the  rider.  He  i;trished  he  were 
galloping  again  ;  he  wished  he  were 
safely  on  his  feet;  finally,  he  wished 
himself  at  the  devil,  for  beiQg  persuaded 
to  mount  such  a  mischievous  animal. 

To  his  inexpressible  delight,  the  cot- 
tage, arppeared  at  last;  but,  alas !  here 

was 
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ipeas  a  new  dilemma :  neither  servants 
nor  gig  were  near,  and  Gommoh  polite- 
ness  required  that  he  should  assist  the 
lady  to  dismount.   How  to  accomplish 
all  this  he  knew  not,  when  her  ladyship, 
thinking,  from  the  pallid  countenance  of 
her  squire,  that  she  had  carried  the  jest 
far  enough,  nimbly  dismounted,  and 
throwing  the  rein  to  her  servant,  who 
then  joined  her,  entered  the  small  gate, 
leaving  the  poor  pinmaker  glad  of  her 
absence,  yet  afraid  to  dismount  before 
the  groom,  who  was,  he  saw,  smother* 
ing  a  laugh,  as  he  came  forward  to  hold 
the  stirrup.   He  at  last  collected  reso* 
lution  to  leave  the  saddle,  which  had 
been  such  an  uneasy  seat  to  him. 
-  He  joined  her  ladyship  in  the  parlour, 
and  found  Mrs.  Montgomerie  and  the 
invalid  preparing  for  an  airing.  They 
F  6  only 
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only  waited  till  the  came  up,  when, 
a£ba*  a  hasty  inquiry  by  Sophia  after  the 
ladies,  her  ladyship  proposed  that  her 
cousin  should  ride  with  her,  on  pretence 
of  telUng  him  somethings  but  in  reality 
to  give  Grubstone  time  to  recover  his 
looks  and  breath  befcu^  he  went  home 
The  exchange  was  made,  and  the  cock* 
ney  entered  the  gig,  with  rather  less  ex- 
alted ideas  of  equestrianism  than  he  left 
home  with. 

By  the  inde&tigable  exertion$  of  Eli* 
nor,  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for 
tlieir  arrival  at  Muirvenside.  The 
lunch  was  excdlent^  and  the  visitors 
did  all  manner  of  justice  to  it. 

After  young  Grubatxxne  had  swallow- 
ed a  couple  of  glasses  of  wine^  snd  dis- 
cussed the  best  half  of  a  moor-Jbwl,.  he 
declared^  tiiat  his  lordship's  hunter  was 

an 
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an  amaxing  fine  hone,  bot  rather  tj^ 
lited :  but  to  be  sure  tiiat  would  be  a 
leoommendation  to  some  people. 

Mrs.  Wylie  was  deHgfated  to  see  how 
much  her  good  thmgs  were  admbed^ 
md  diligently  watched  for  some  inti^ 
mation  of  their  intention  as  to  dinner. 

Sophia  was  too  intent  on  gratifying 
her  cuiiosit|r  hy  asking  questions  at  has 
hndship  about  some  iamilj  diat  had 
settled  in  Iheir  neighbourhood,  and 
would  take  no  hint  whatever  to  leave 
the  room,  and  inform  her  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  strangers.  At  last, 
impelled  by  her  feava  that  her  intended 
prepaxatimis  might  eidier  be  too  hte  ot 
needless,  she  ventured  to  inquire  if  her 
ladfyshqp  meant  to  extend  her  tide  any 
fiortiier  that  forenoon. 

But  even  here  she  was  fisappointed  t 

with 
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_  witii  easy  and  hi^  impudence  her  lady* 
daip  turned  rounds  begged  her  pardon^ 
did  not  attend  to  what  she  was  sa3ring^ 
and  walked/towards  the  window,  called 
to  Clonmel  to  look  at  some  distant 
view,  and.  then  declared,  of  all  things, 
she  would  like  to  have  a  gallop,  to  an 
pld  ruin,  which  she  had  heard  somebody 
say  was  in  the  neighbourhood — So  do, 
CoU,  get  round  the  horses ;  I  long  to 
beoffi'' 

.  ^^But,  Jem,  that  ruin  is  at  least  ten 
miles  jSx>m  us;  that  is  a  long  ride." 
.  Never  mind  that ;  we  have  time 
toough  before  dinner.  Why,  we  shall 
be  homfe  by  six,  or  a.  little  after  it." 
.  We  dine  at  four  generally,  but  to- 
day we  sha'n't  sit  down  till  half  past  it," 
interrupted  Mrs.  Wylie,  and  I  hope 
your  ladyship  wont  forget  the  hour. 

Mr. 
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lyir.  Wylie  and  my  CDttsin^  >that  youBg 
Sr^tleman's  uncle,  would  not  like  to 
iast  till  sis?  o^dock.'^  '^  . 

"Dine  here!  Ob,  Lord,  yes!  Sophia 
did  mention  such  a  thing,  but  I  foi^ 
sigain ;  and  besides,  it  is  no  matter  to 
me  where^  when,  and  how  I  dine,  if  I 
get  one  at  all,  when  I'm  in  the  eountry. 
It  is  quite  a  different  thing  in  London ; 
we  must  attend  to  hours  there.  So 
come,coz-.willyougo?  Sophia,  good* 
morning!  Madam,  I  will  be  back  as 
soon  as  I  am :  but  don't  wait — don't 
wait  for  me.  Any  trifle  will  do  for 
us."  . 

This  is  warst  ava,"  said  the  pooj 
lady,  as  she  saw  her  thoughtless  visitors 
depart;  **  oh,  Sophy,  what  a  scrape 
ye've  brought  your  mother  into 

But  Sophia  was  out  of  hearing— 
her  mother  continued  her  complaints. 

— « If 
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If  I  d0  dter  my  dintiinr,  they'll  mi^ 
be  no  botoB;  .ttd  if  I  dinna^  and  they 
should  land  in,  therell  be  oWre  Ettle. 
Had  it  been  my  day  hot  thb !  Mrs. 
Bianddn  add.  thM  Ddtch  lady  comiAg! 
Sbefn  a  thd^l^i^  that  lady 

Jemima:  if  dit'sf  a»  fiehious  at  ham^ 
her  aunf  8  imichld  to  be  pitied^  But  I 
maini  awa^  and  sedc  Nora.  She  has 
maur  aende  than  them  a'  put  thegitimr. 
She  will  aoak  a  gude  wife,  get  her  wha 
like»  Tin  mie.  She'a  &r  mauf  ua^'  to 
me  than  my  aifi  daughter.  Preserve 
me  too !  'tis  %tua$t  two  o'cdo^,  and  me 
standing  here,  and  the  meat  no  spitted 
yet»  nor  fhe3dmr]iig^4m)m  diauvcovers 
iK>  on  r 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Twas  dinner-time:  the  tables  all  are  spread 
With  loscious  sirloins^  reeking,  richly  hot; 
Graviesy  and  pies,  Jnd  stoamtng  soupi  of  han ; 
And  roasted  ben,  and  goose,  and  tid-bits 

TENAlir. 

Well,  weVe  got  that  visit  to  Wylie 
made  out  at  last,"*  said  Mr.  Brandon,  as 
he  sat  at  breakftst  next  day. 

I  am  heurtily  glad  it  is  over,**  mad 
his  wife. 

Why  so,  my  dear?  you  at  kttst 
seemed  highly  amused.'' 

And  so  I  was :  but  even  Otnttse- 
ment  becomes  wearisome,  and  with  such 
a  set  who  could  help  being  amused  ? 
Wylie  himself,  with  his  obsequious  bow, 

ushering 
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ushering  you  into  the  room,  and  marshal- 
ling the  ranks  of  his  guests  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  if  he  were  at  St.  James's, 
and  giving  to  each  their  exact  proportion 
of  honour,  as  scrupulously  as  his  father 
weighed  his  caraways  to  the  children !" 

"  I  wish,**  interrupted  Brandon,  "  that 
the  grandson  could  shew  a  little  of  that 
same  care  and  attention  to  his  guests  in 
the  article  of  eating;  he  absolutely  kept 
the  veiy  best  of  the  fine  fish  to  himself  ; 
and  although  I  repeatedly  sent  my  plate 
for  mutton,  he  never  would  send  me 
the  bit  he  knows  I  am  so  fond  of.  He's 
a  precious  fellow  indeed !  but  I  sha'n't 
ask  him  to  my  next  turtle-dinner.  I 
know  that  I  entirely  lost  all  the  pleasure 
I  expected  by  his  selfishness,  and  a  ca- 
pital weUrdressed  dinner  it  was.  Mrs. 
WyJie  undeiBtands  these  matters.  She 
t&  an  example  for  all  the  wives  in  the 

country. 
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country.  She  knows  what  a  good  din- 
ner is." 

And  wher^  to  £pd  people  to  eat  it 
too/'  rejmned  his  wife.  I  must  confess, 
when  I  saw  sudb  loads  of  meat  upon 
the  table>  I  wondered  for  whom  it  was 
all  prepared,  and  that  at  least  one-half  of 
it  would  be  sent  away  untouched ;  but 
the  sequel  proved  that  she  knew  her 
company  :  dish  after .  dish  was  tasted 
and  di^cussed^  and  I  don't  believe  that 
even  Homer's  heroes  after  a  hard  day's 
fightings  made  a  better  figure  at  the 
table  of  Agfan^mnon." 

I  know  nothing  of  that  gentleman; 
but  he  could  not  be  more  attentive, .  or 
give  his  company  a  better-dressed  din- 
ner, than  Mrs.  Wy lie  did  yesterday." 

"  Attentive !  Poor  body,  she  had  an 
anxious^  day  of .  it !  While  obliged, .  in 
common  politeness,  to  attend  to  the 

conversation 
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oMversfltioii  addressed  to  her,  her  mx- 
ious  eye  followed  the  entrance  and  exit 
of  every  plate,  and  her  ready  fing^  tne- 
drnfiksally  |>oitlted  to  the  exact  phioe 
th6  supplies  were  to  occupy — ^theti  her 
ftars  and  hopes  about  this  and  that  be- 
ing too  hot  or  too  cold,  too  thick  or  too 
thtn  cut!  her  extreme  distress  at 
la%fr  appearance  of  lady  Je^dima  and 
her  coushi  was  truly  iudier<AMl^  find 
could  o^ly  be  «(|uall^  by  the  ^hiou. 
abl6  ettse  with  whidi  her  kdyship  s^M&i 
hferself  at  ignble,  and  Oalted  back  the  va- 
rious dishes  which  were  not  designed  to 
t/pp^  itgiin^  at  hadt  tUl  they  wer6  re- 
pail^d  in  th^  looks.  I  thbk  I  istlll  «6e 
h^  wfth  the  ftaginentB  of  pies^  tarts, 
and  custard»«  gMhered  rcmnd  beat ;  ttid 
in  d«i^oe  of^the  dissatis&^tt  expf^^- 
ed  In  Mrs.  Wylie's  looks,  add  the  awk- 
ward pause  of  the  serra^tsi,  who^  by 

^  this 
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this  lu^opp^^fer  mano^iiyfe,  wei^[  quite, 
tbrowji  put  in  the  ^circis^  to  which 
they  had  been  so  well  t^o^n^  lam 
sure,  had  the  taUeebt^  possessed  the 
faculty  of  speech,  ay  in  qdQthen  Bwch'sf 
days,  it  would  have  remonitrated  mik^ 
thi^  lulled  sprig  o£  quajbty  i^^ii|$t  th(?< 
indignity  it.  suff^ri^d,  in  having  aU^the 
n^^ts  so  iU-ananged  w  its  snow^  swr- 
fiice^  and  given  her  a  r^primand^,  ag  J 
am  sure  its  mistress  longed  to  do,, 
feeding  her  dpg  frcnn  a  crystal  Gpeam- 
d^»  sind  then  wiping  itS;  dioty  p«ws 
w^i  a  i^*e  dADqaJsd^  napkin." 

liady  Jemima  is  an  iU-bred  rompf" 
siMid  i^iapdoQ ;  and  had  she  dared 
to  bftVie  dQiiP  firiiph  a  tbwg  in  w  hous^, 
I  ww)d:na$  1^^.  hei^.  so*  S^ven 
I  felt  apgry;  m4b  h«V  well;  «fr  I  like  a 

Utik  tmmgii.ywt  she  W4(ijte4  tosh^w 

what 
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what  she  durst  do,  and  astonish  the  na« 
tives.  But  what  became  of  Miss  Malt* 
land  ?  I  expected  her.** 

''  She  staid  with  her  beloved  friend, 
the  cottage  lady.  I  am  glad  she  did 
not  come.  The  heiress  herself  is  siich  a 
piece  of  stiff  still  life,  and  the  old  lady 
has  eyes  that  look  one  through  and 
through ;  and  there  is  no  venturing  en 
a  little  harmless  ridicule  in  her  pre- 
sence." 

"  We  had  heiress  enough,  God 
knows !  Miss  Clews  is  very  disagreeable 
in  her  manners,  and  did  not  seem  to 
think  any  of  the  company  worth  look- 
ing, at  but  Mr.  George  Wylie,  at  whom 
sl^e  occasionany  looked  with  all  the  ani* 
mation  her  dull  eye  was  capable  of>'  and 
who,  in  return,  gave  her  a  few  soft 
speeches,  when  he  could' find  time  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  acts  of  .  his  mother's  good  din* 
ner,  of  which  he  seemed  such  an  ad- 
mirer/' 

"  Miss  Sinclair  was  the  only  bearable 
pers(m  in  the  whole  room.  I  do  admire 
that  girl.  She  has  a  certain  sort  of 
arch  look  with  her  eyes,  and  a  kind  ot 
smile  lurking  about  the'  comer  of  her 
mouth,  that  convinces  me  she  could 
amuse  herself  finely  with  that  fatnily,  if 
she  durst.  I  must  know  more  of  hevf 
so,  when  you  invite  that  odious  family 
here,  don't  forget  my  friend,  Elinor,  I 
think  her  name  is." 

"  That  odious  family,  as  you  call 
them,  must  be  here.  They  have  shewn 
a  wish  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  and ' 
in  their  way  have  been  excessively  po-' 
lite;  and,  Mrs.  Brandon,  I  beg  and  en- 
treat that  you  take  an  example  by  Mrs. 

WyUe,, 
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WjhBf  and  look  after  your  servants.  I 
aliould  blush  to  see  such  things  as  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  seen  come  to  my 
taUe,  presented  to  that  lady.  It  is  betb 
a  sin<  wd  a  shame,  madam,  to  see  good 
^iptuals  abused,  and  all  for  want  of  at- 
tratioo  in  the  misteess  of  the  house.** 

The  vaistress  of  the  house,  at  t^t 
moment,  longed  to  say  something  very 
unlUfle  a  wife;  but  recollecting  oobnd 
Clintoii!s  advice^  she  only  added-— 
Well,.  I  am  schooled,  and  shall  conde^ 
scend  fqt  one  day  to  act  the  notabie*' 

I  know  not  if  the  good  admmiitioDs 
of  the  colonel  would  have  hdd  out 
ag^owt  aQother.  speech  of  Mr.  Bi»ndon's 
on  the  pnqpriety  of  a  lady  being  her 
oym  pastrycook  in  the  country,  bbA  an 
iosinuatiou  that  En^^h  ladies  were  not 
so  oaeittlly/edttcated  as^taooes^  This 

would 
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would  rather  have  roused  angry  feelings, 
hut,  luckily  for  both  parties.  Miss  Clews 
called^  who,  though  declared  very  dis- 
agreeable a  short  while  before,  was  re- 
ceived as  a  very  welcome  visitor;  she 
came  to  inquire  if  Mrs.  Brandon  would 
take  an  airing  with  her,  as  she  declared 
ahe  was  tired  of  sitting  by  lady  Lums- 
daine,  who  did  nothing  but  praise  Mrs. 
Montgomerie  and  Miss  Maitland.  She 
wondered  what  she  could  see  as  to  them. 
To  her  Mrs.  Montgomerie  appeared  too 
haughty;  she  had  heard  she  was  only 
the  daugliter  of  a  poor  clergyman — a 
dependant  t)n  the  bounty  of  sir  Patridk 
and  lady  Liumsdaine,  and  had  no  right 
to  give  herself  airs.   Miss  Maitland  was 
quite  a  fright — no  taste,  not  a  scrap  of 
lace  on  her  gown;  my  own  maid  is 
much  finer.'* 

Mrs.  Brandon  had  taste  sufficient  to 
VOL.  II.  G  see 
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ste  Vhe  chdmM^  <tif  her  ^^tidr,  >aMxtti> 
pataei  her  ki  aSiAftg,  aikl  iiii^t  jir. 
Gebrge  Wytie,  wha^^pfes^liyJiibis. 
Brandon  to  go  'htiMfe  'Wtitti 
9tit«  theve/hfe  Vete«e»il5r  firetaa6d)a|^ 
to^'May  ^m<^ ;  tSiA  tliat  i|he  tsOdi^U^ 
toight'ttot  %ie{i«urate,islr-lP&ttk^^  «»i^age 
iJAit'hOme  «rti^,  "And'JttK'Gemge 
Md  -th&  srif>i^e^B6it7'drbanding  Miss 
tll&ws  'iKto  the  <^rriage,  ittid  e^rlSng 
h&r  hoMe.  Wor  did  It  Appeal  ^at^his 
^ntittm: Weiie'dfei|ik»ting,  fbs:  ihe-lddy 
dttefeWJd  she  had -no  idfea  '^e  waiy'he- 
twadh  ^H^TPlai-k 'IMkI  «the*  C^le  "vrts^so 

'm^'feiMltd  lAil^^iHgftt'M-histtfdyttt 
iidihe,  "^'^teM;  aiifd '\<r««h"^he 
^v^h'^  1ic«bUnt'4Sf  ^h«r-vliit,  %iia%Mr 
^emat  hbr^riVe  bdni«  liaiel-'b^,  '4ihe 
was  gently  reminded  by  ialfy  ^^^tfHis- 
aiuiie,%itt'fhe^ti^ns''tHM%'^]^  of 

i»0 
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no  family  wli«teyer«**^iiiell  renough  be- 
haved^ and  lived  as  gentlemen  did>«^« 
tfaw  indeed  pushed  Axwaxd  more  than 
became  them.   Young  Wylie  -wos^Qnly 
&e  steiviprd'^  son,  and  the  grandsop  of 
a  fetty  igmcer,  and  might  pesheps  be 
in  business  himself  yet;  and  as  Mias 
Ckws  was  «a  stranger,  and  under  the 
of  i|ir  Patrick  and  herself,  sl|e  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  informing  her  that, 
tliough  good  people  in  their  way,  were 
barfly  sMh  .iirtimate  fiien.ds  <as  would 
be  ehesen  ^  a  jroung  person  of  rank 
and'fQPtime. 

This  admonition  was  heard  with  un- 
€iitii»bed  sevenity  of  countenanoe  by 
^(i8BiC!lew«#  who  appeared  mudi  "morein- 
tent  on^Ananging  and  admiring  the  vatj^ 
oas  ornaments  #hi<sh  cwere  very  laTishly 
leatteredcOver^beri&OFt  person.  With- 
mt:a«eomnientof  any  jdnd^  or  opening 
a  2  her 
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her  lips,  she  walked  slowly,  out  of  the 
room. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  felt  the  insult,  and 
coloured—'*^  Never  did  I  see  such  an  in- 
comprehensible inanimate  being  as  this 
— did  ever  you,  sir?  What>3hall  I  make 
of  her?" 

Send  her  to  Uve  with  the  Brandons 
—they  seem  to  know  the  way  to  put 
life  in  her.** 

The  Brandond !  you  jest  sure ;  my 
dear  sir,  they  are  the  vay  last  people 
on  earth  I  would  wish  to  associate  with 
such  a  fortune  as  hers ;  and  they  may 
have  designs." 

"  True,  my  love;  but  the  Dutch  are 
a  commercial  nation,  and  may  like  to 
speculate  a  little  with  her  money.  Her 
&ther  was  an  early  fiiend  of  mine,  and 
a  braver  fellow  never  breatibed ;  the  only 
sdtfish  thjing  he  ever  did  was  manying 

the 
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the  daughter  and  heiress  of  old  Qewfl» 
of  Amsterdam,  whose  name  he  took. 
That  day  poor  Seaton  was  killed  he  was 
of  the  party ;  and  never  shall  I  forget 
the  earnest  entreaties  he  used  to  prevent 
the  fetal  meeting ;  he  was  indeed  a  noble 
fellow ;  his  daughter  has  not  one  feature 
of  his  face  nor  mind — no,  not  an  atom 
of  his  heart,"  and  the  old  gentleman 
wiped  his  eyes.  **  She  is  the  image  of 
her  mother's  femily  in  person  and  fea- 
tures, and,  I  doubt  much,  of  the  same 
narrow  selfish  mind.  I  am  happy  Miss 
Maitland  is  not  like  her." 

That  would  have  been  too  much  for 
us,  sir  Patrick.  I  trust  our  ward  has 
suitable  ideas  of  her  rank  and  birth,  and 
will  not  easily  be  led  to  associate  with 
people  who,  although  the  world  allows 
them,  by  courtesy,  the  tide  of  gentle- 
G  3  men. 
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meti^  yet  in  their  mind  and  nubiners,  are 
fiur  mor^  like  the  lowest  meehantes. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


tfSfQ  napBths  at  t^e  eqCjbage,  aiQ4  9^$be 
no  pth^r  opu>pk|int^  than  weaj^nese^ 
sbQ        ^  eKeHse  fb^-  pronging  her 

^  tl^e  ^tl^ ;  but  9Si  ha4j  hy  her 
graq4flK>|h^<  wiUi  been  |Mii1nculiirly  re- 
commended to  Mr.  Wylie's  care^  she 
t|K[|i|ghfc  it  p]:i^ent  tQ  oomply,  apct  pre- 
p((F94  witjtii  ^oinething  like  ^  heavy  hj^art, 
to  l9^ve  Montgomc^ie. 

Thei^  irem£|ijae4  little  snore  than  a 
twelvemonth  now  ti9  she  was  of  ag)^, 
and  theq  she  i^ight  impend  ha:  tnne  afkd 
G  4  fortune 
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fortune  as  she  pleased ;  and  would  she 
then  be  happy?  alas!  no.  Would  the 
possession  of  her  father's  land  bring  back 
Oswald?  it  was  her  wealth  that  banish- 
ed him ;  and  without  him  she  felt  that 
her  happiness  would  be  incomplete.  It 
would  still  be  many  months  before  he 
could  reach  his  destination,  and  many, 
many  more,  before  she  could  hear  of  his 
safety.  She  sighed  deeply,  as  she  fancied 
that  he  might  even  forget  her  when  in  a 
foreign  land. — "  But,  no,**  she  exclaimed, 
"  I  wrong  him — Oswald  is  too  noble, 
too  refined,  lightly  to  change  his  attach- 
ments." 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  greatly  regretted 
losing  the  company  of  her  young  friend, 
whose  unassuming  manners  had  greatly 
endeared  her  to  her  heart.  She  had  (she 
was  her  guest  almost  in  imagination) 
lived  the  days  of  her  youth  over  again. 

While 
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While  she  asdsted  her  in  her  little  pre- 
parations, she  begged  she  would  let  her 
see  her  as  soon  and  as  often  as  oonve- 
nient. 

They  were  interrupted  by  Nanny, 
who  came  into  the  room  with  a  face  of 
some  alarm — Oh,  mem,  here's  sad  news ! 
the  minister — ^no  our  ain  though,  but 
good  Mr.  Dunbar,  the  best  Presbyterian 
ever  I  kenn'd,  is  just——" 

«  What     interrupted  the  ladies. 
''Just  brought  hame  till  his  ain  manse, 
in  a  chaise  yesternight —-just  deeii^ 
like." 

''  Has  any  accident  happened  to  him, 
Nanny?" 

Na,  na— just  grief  o'  heart,  and  sair 
travel,  I  take  it.  It  was  the  chaise-dri- 
ver that  tell'd  me^  him  thaf  s  brought 
the  chaise  for  the  young  lady;  I  am  sure 
I'm  wae  she  sud  leave  us.  But  this  bad 
o  5  nevnh^ 
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ne^TS^^li !  ^ae's  me  fot  die  baims^tfae 
pMt  tnotfaerlesii  bftinis !  ai^  they'll  soon 
\m  fatherless  too,  I  doubt.  Oh  hon! 
oh  hon !  it's  a  weary  warld  this 

I  am  much  interested  to  hear  about 
this  clergyman;  could  you,  madatn/' 
Slid  Miss  Maitknd,  **  send  and  inquire 
how  he  is,  and  I  shall  wait  here  till  the 
serrant  nturtis?'' 

I  think,''  said  the  old  lady,  I  bad 
better  go  mytelf;  and  as  my  l^s  are 
ncoie  of  the  best  now-^a-days^  I  shall  bor- 
row your  ehaisb,  as  you  are  hot  in  a 
hurry." 

this  phtn  WM  ^ojiied.  Mn.  Mbnt- 
gomerie,  ever  active  when  she  could 
shew  kindness  ori^ympathy)  was  doubly 
s6  on  the  present  occasioh  :  it  was  a 
clergyman's  family  in  £§ltress;  she  re- 
tKiHected  hev  bwn  loss  in  Ihe  ddaHi  of 
tier  iither  ;  and  ti^ough  the  party  noW 
~  was 
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wa$  of  a  diffeveat  {m»uaaoD,  stiU  the 
fidth  waa  the  same. 

Pertiaps  there  is  not  a  elass  of  peofde 
in  the  world  who  consider  themselves 
laore  aa  one  lai^  fiia»ly»  than  the  dergy 
of  Scotland ;  their  manner  of  life»  their 
habits^  education,  and  opinions^  are  so 
mudi  alike,  tliat  each  one  pia1(es  the 
ease  o£  hia  brother  his  own ;  aad  their 
adyice  and  assistance  are  ever  ready  to 
those  who  are  in  want  of  it. 

When  Mrs,  Montgomerie  alighted  at 
the  manse,  she  ftam  no  servant  to  an- 
oaunc^  her,  and  walked  into  the  par- 
lour, where  she  found  the  two  youagast 
boySf  both  crying  bitt^ly.  She  asked 
them  where  titeir  ektex  was?  With 
thm  fatbaf  and  Mr.  Grant;  and  their 
fiither  was  so  ill,  he  bad  to  be  carried  to 
bed. 

A  oiaidscrvant  now  made  her  appear- 
o  6  ance. 
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ance,  and  said — ^  The  misister  was  un- 
co unweel,  and  had  lain  down  a  gli£P. 
She  wad  tell  Miss  Dunbar  she  was 
come.'* 

In  a  few  minutes  she  returned,  and 
begged  Mrs.  Montgomerie  to  follow  ha*. 
She  did  so,  and  found  doctor  Dunbar 
sitting  up  in  bed,  supported  by  pillows; 
his  pale  cheek,  sunk  eye,  and  quivering 
lip,  shewed  that  he  would  not  long  be 
an  inhabitant  of  this  world.  He  stretch- 
ed out  one  hand  to  the  visits,  while 
with  the  other  he  clasped  the  hand  of  his 
nearly-insensible  daughter^ — *^  I  thank 
you,  madam,''  he  said,  for  your  at- 
tention to  me;  I  wished  to  bequeath 
these  little  ones  to  your  cave.  I  thank 
jsy  God  that  he  has  allowed  me  to  see 
them  once  more,  and  breathe  my  last 
among  my  children,'' 

Here  he  became  fidnt,and  was  obliged 

to 
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to  Mop.    Mr.  WilHamson  stood  hy  the 
bedside;  and  Mr.  Grant,  whfle  hisman* 
ly  voice  trembled  with  emotion,  vainly 
endtevoured  to  calm  the  grief  of  the  ' 
eldest  boy,  who  wept  aloud. 

The  dying  man  now  so  far  recovered 
lumself,  as  to  be  able  to  beckon  Mr. 
Grant  forward ;  he  took  his  hand,  joined 
it  with  his  daughter's,  and  then  sunk 
insensible  upon  his  pillow.  But  let  us 
draw  a  veil  over  the  last  sad  scene. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  left  the  house 
of  mourning,  and  took  with  h»  the 
two  youngest  bbys,  that  their  innocent 
prattle  might  not  disturb  their  half-dis- 
tracted sister. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  found  Miss  Mait^ 
land  impatiently  expecting  her.— I  am 
sincerely  sorry  to  learn  the  disagreeable 
tidings.** 

After  conversing  a  short  while,  Miss 

Maitland 
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ftf  ^tlatid  took  Imve  of  her  kind  bq«t«w, 
wh»f  fllUr  giviog  tbe  ^KUdcw  in  olmge 
U>  old  Nd»nys  retwne4  to  the  mnosioD 
<tf  9arrow»  to  qffw  her  4ervi«w  in  uqt 
way  which  might  tend  to  tb^  oom^ 
of  Mii9  X)anbar,  whom  ^he  found  won- 
derfuUy  composed  aft^r  such  a  s^d  evwf. 
But  Mn.  Mootg^erie  knew  from  «- 
p^rienoe  that  it  is  not  tho^e  whp  loMdfy 
hewfdl  their  \q9»  that  fe«l  most ;  it  U  the 
calrn^  de9p»  dignified  gri^»  which  ^bews 
the  sincerity  of  the  monraar* 

.  Mr.  Grant  reeeived  her^  and  by  hnn 
fibe  wafi  in&rmed  that  their  worthy  friend 
had  hden  in  a  dedining  state  of  beall^ 
ever  since  he  lost  his  wife^  wbicb>  .fimai 
tenderness  fco  hii  daughter,  he  had  con- 
mtsled  £mn  her.  Wheat  be  finihd  hfs 
ht0tJKr4nrlaw's  affiurs  in  iraeh  ooofyt$«»i, 
and  latterly  saw  no  prospect  of  rffitaiY- 
ing  any  0f  th0  amaH  fortune  on  lybich 
:  he 
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he  depended  to  educate  his  ehiMren,  di«* 
appointment  and  sorrow,  added  to  las 
former  weakness,  brought  on  serious 
complaints;  on  his  way  home  he  had 
burst  a  blood-vessel,  which  soon,  too  soon, 
had  terminated  a  life  valuable  as  a  Chris- 
tian and  a  parent — **  For  my  own  part,** 
continued  this  worthy  young  man,  I 
have  truly  lost  a  father ;  and  as  he,  even 
in  his  last  moments,  sanctioned  my  hopes, 
I  shall  act  as  his  son.  It  is  little  I  can 
do,  or  have  in  my  power,  but  that  little 
shall  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  the 
family." 

It  was  not  without  emotion  that  this 
was  spoken ;  and  Mrs.  Montgomerie  was 
pleased  to  see  the  genuine  affection  and 
uprightness  of  his  heart.  With  the  as- 
sistance of  Mr.  Grant  she  arranged  what 
was  necessary  on  the  present  mournful 
occasion ;  and  as  the  doctor  had  no  relar 

tions. 
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tions,  it  was  settled  that  Mr.  Grant 

should  act  as  chief-mounier. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

**  What  in  the  world  can  be  keeping 
my  father  so  long  at  that  old  minister's 
funeral?"  said  Sophia^  as  she  shut  the 
window  for  the  tenth  time  after  tea. 

"  And  pray.  Miss  Wylie,  what  makes 
you  so  impatient?**  said  Miss  Mait- 
land. 

*'  I  don't  know ;  I  would  like  to  hear 
the  news,  and  if  there  is  a  will,  and  who 
were  all  there,  and  whether  Mr.  Grant 
or  little  Robert  carried  the  head  to  the 
grave.  But  I  dare  say,**  continued  she, 
"  there  would  be  no  will,  for  there  would 
be  little  to  leave.   They  say  the  family 

wiU 
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will  be  very  ill  off;  but  no  wonder, 

Mrs.  Dunbar  was  a  very  extravagant 

woman,  and  acted  quite  the  fine  lady ; 

she  was  too  high  to  take  up  with  her 

neighbours." 

"  That  is  to  say,"  said  Elinor,  "  that 
she  was  too  sensible,  too  excellent  a  wo- 
imDv  to  mUki^  m  take  pjeasui^  in  the 
tittl^F^lattl?^  o£  tbe  country;  ^  my^t 
inqupfied  boor  h^r  neighbours  lived*  wh^t; 
was.  tbevr  h)cem<^  ov  b^w  tbfiy  thmf 
^)ikfaea  0t  seirvants  wd  I  xe^.  believe 
you  m^hfr  haw  visite4  km  fifty  tiQ)e$» 
and  she  never  would  have  observed  wbe- 
you:  wqrft  di?es$ed  »  4  sfeoff  gown 
Qf9Lfiik  om^  &xilm  wqii)4  ^.e  kayein- 
<|iik»d  tfth^ioe  it  w%  bou^t^  wkftt 
wts.  the  price  of  it" 

I  d6Ckj?e»  Etinoe^  yofi  quite  an- 
gry:  I  did  not  know  tkei  mim^w's^wife 
waa  $ueh  a  fcvourite  <^  yo«rs^*T*Only 

look, 


look,.  Miss  MaitlAnd,  what  a  eokiir  she 
has  got  I** 

The  colour  was  indeed  hei^tcaied  ob 
this  amiaUe  girl's  checks,  while  wilAi  a 
^anee  of  seom^  that  would  have  withfts- 
ed  any  one  but  Sophii^  die  proudly  kft 
the  roooi* 

**  Did  not  you  say  doctor  Dunbar  w«s 
old.  Miss  Wyiie?  My  reeoUeodoa  of 
him  that  day  I  dined  with  him  at  Nortb- 
field  wasr  that  be  was  a  midcUe-aged 
man^  very  much  like  a  gentkaaan.* 

^  I  don't  know  the  man's  agie;  but 
ODe-  oiten  has  a  trick  of  saying, ' m  oldi 
minister,'  just  a  phrase ;  but  I  muat  take 
eare  what  I  say  before  people  Uke  Eli- 
ncMT  and  you^  you  snap  one  sot"* 

The  sound  of  horses'  feet  coming  up 
the  avenue  was  distinetly  heard»  and  So- 
phia eagerly  ran  to  have  the  very  first 
intelHgenee,  and,  we  beHeve,  would  have 

been 
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been  fully  gratified,  had  not  some  gen- 
tlemen in  the  neighbourhood  happened 
to  come  in  with  her  father. 

Mrs.  Wylie  made  her  exit  in  great 
haste,  to  look  after  some  rizzard  had- 
docks, for  she  was  sure  thae  iashious 
gentry  wad  stay  supper.  Miss  Maitland 
and  Elinor  retired  early,  and  left  ttie 
party  to  discuss  the  haddocks  and  the 
news  of  the  day. 

A  few  days  after  the  ftmeral  of  doc- 
tor Dunbar,  Miss  Maitland  asked  Eli- 
nor to  take  a  walk,  to  which  she  con- 
sented. The  day  was  a  fine  one  for  the 
season ;  but  as  it  was  now  the  beginning 
of  winter,  the  air  was  cold,  but  not  un- 
pleasandy  so.  The  friends  turned  their 
steps  to  the  walk  formerly  mentioned, 
which  led  to  the  shore.  Eliza  remem- 
bered old  Nanny's  story,  and  wished  to 
see  the  tower  she  bad  mentioned ;  she 

applied 


CURIOSITY.  141 

applied  to  her  friend  for  information  how 
far  it  was  off,  and  in  wfalat  condition  it 
now  was  ? 

You  have  only,"  said  Elinor,  "  to 
turn  round  this  rising  ground,  and  you 
will  see  it." 

Accordingly,  in  a  few  minutes  they 
were  in  sight  of  the  remains  of  a  square 
tower,  situated  on  a  high  rock  jutting 
out  into  the  sea.  As  the  distance  was 
not  great,  they  went  forward:  a  square 
hall  received  them ;  the  walls  were  thick 
and  massy,  with,  here  and  there,  an  aper- 
ture occasioned  by  the  winds  and  waves, 
which  beat  upon  it  at  high  water. 

"  This  is  a  very  rpmantic  place,  Eli- 
nor ;  I  should  like  to  have  lived  in  it 
while  in  its  splendour — what  think  you, 
my  friend  ?" 

^*  That  I  do  not  exactly  agree  with 
you  at  present.  I  should  prefer  a  house 

somewhat 
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somewhat  more  snegly  sihiated  ihm 
this— 7eur4ioiise  at  Noithfield,  for  in- 
stance, or  the  castle ;  they  have  enough 
df  grandeur  idbe^it  them  to  shew  that 
thrir  possessors  ,a«e  not  of  yesterSi^, 
and  have  all  the  comforts  of  more  modern 
fatiSdings ;  their  woods  protect  them#om 
our  Sceen  northern  Uasts ;  NorthfieH 
particularly  fifts.my  fancy — it  has  a  kind 
(ff  •what'we  csfll  a  eozy  look* 

**^!Rmt,'4irt;eiTupted  herfriend,  **l.sup. 
pose  means  coniforteble ;  hut  there  again 
1 -don't  agree  with  you— ^to  me  4t  was 
nny^hing'btlt  that ;  every  thing  looked 
cold  and  tmconilfortabJe ;  and  I-  may  wn 
itiJoyon^ithAtl  was  mu6h  disappointed 

fhe  appearance  df  the  mansion^f  my 
fortfitfhers 

**  To  see  what  discontented  mortids 
ive  arel  ^^Here  mt  I,^hat  -am  qiiite  de- 
^t^tfed  ti^^h6'lobkt)f  WortMfefd,«^^ 

would 
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^wottld  tbuvk  myself  ^kappy  rin  Mughal- 
lowed  to>i^snd\a.(fewaMiath8iat  ity  jaiid 
do  iiot  lUce  it  l)eeaoae  it  is/jmr  iowii» 
and  knoi9(r  Jthat  oothing'OMi  d^iiTe  you 
nf  'tt.  rBot,"  eontinaed  film,  had  you 
^  prospect  of  lading  dt,  ymi  'WOoid 
Imuties  you  merer  rtfaou^ 

of.- 

^^T^le,  my  idear  iJ^noiwinost  tmie; 
you  Kason'  r^htly.  I  fedl  (that  wsdi  re* 
gard  to  f)srwald^till  I  katbim^:!  never 
knew  my  esteeoarfbriiim  mas  mo  deeply 
fOQfted.  'Wherever  lie  gees,  iflad writer- 
emr  heumay  fae/setikd,  my  inartfdlt 
ptayets  .for  bis  ^aepphidss  l  AilL  attenid 

AmeD  !"fBBid  henedn^uosoti ;  '^but 
doionmeisotile^  dGor  it  is  odd^>  aiid  '  you 
aie^otiable  to  bear  imiiciL;^  abovie 
all,  don't  give  way  to  melancholy  :fiHi- 
Ms^it  is  absolute  nonsense.    I  know 

some 
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same  have  more  reason  to  complain— 
poor  I,  for  instance,  have  not  a  relation 
nor  kindred  on  the  face  of  the  eartb. 
My  present  home  is  only  held  by  the 
poor  tenure  of  worldly  interest;  and  even 
that  home  is  made  bitter  by  a  thousand 
ffetty  disagreeables,  of  which  the  pry- 
ing temper  of  Sophia  is  not  the  least 
I  am  sure  she  has  informed  her  father 
of  some  mighty  secret  to  my  disadvan- 
tage, and  about  poor  Heary  too ;  she 

would  give  her  ears  that  

A  slight  rustling  noise,  as  if  of  some 
one  treading  softly,  was  heard  behind 
them.  Both  started.—"  Come,  come," 
said  Elinor,  "  we  shall  turn  cowards  if 
we  stay  Idngqr  here ; '  I  isim  almost  me« 
lanchi^y  already,  but  must  keep  up  my 
heart,  and  think,  as  the  did  song  ^P* 
that 
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*  I  maj  gae  up  Glenapy 

There  meet  an  aged  woman ; 
She'll  bid  me  cheer  up  my  heart. 

For  the  best  of  my  days  are  coming." 

And  80  they  are,  I  hope,  my  dear 
Elinor ;  but  what  vessel  is  that  whidi 
so  gaily  leaves  that  small  harbour?'' 

^  Oh,  the  London  packet,  as  I  live! 
hovr  happy— how  re}<Hoed  am  I !  for  in 
it  are  the  Grubstones.  I  shall  now  be 
at  liberty  to  walk  about  unmolested;" 
and  waving  her  handkerchief,  the  de- 
lighted Elinor  mounted  a  few  broken 
steps,  that^she  might  see  the.  vessel  ,to, 
more  advantage. 

/  ^<  If  Mr.  Grubstone  i^  on  deck,  Eti- 
nor,  he  will  think  you  are  waving  him 
bacl^  and  he  .will  .be  with  you  by  din** 
ner-time." 

Then  a  woefu  dinner  it  will  be,  for 
there  is.  not  a  single  warm,  dish  of  meet 
VOL.  rL  H  *  to 
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to  be  presented  to-dfty;  and  my  loTe 
would  not  ^great  as  it  might  be)  com- 
pensate for  that.  He  was  a  good  enough 
kind  of  man  too ;  and  if  he  had  not  been 
fsdish  enough  to  trice«  Auioy  for  ine»  I 
should  teve  vetSy  had  a  fiiendsfa^  &r 
him,  and  baked  «  mtmy  tarts  (and  fm 
as  posftiUe  to  phs^M  ham.  1 4dia]l  ue^ei 
ste^  pi^-crast  ift  MQr  life  again  urithoot 
tbiirkiug  on  my  worthy  dtittn/* 

The  ^6»ds  now  ^proceeded  hotn^* 
Wirds'by  a  Aotter  Mad,  and  at  one<o£ 
th«  «tfniiiig»  of  it  they  agaiii  aow  ^ 
picbrt.  A  lafg«  iresiel  was  juit 
coming  in  sight,  while  sexual  itmaUtnift 
fWMte  yariing^and  i? fawwlug^  aboat^th 
passeiqgefs  was  making  fiuit  up  3to  ijbe 
^  pa0k0t4  the  .day  wasicker,  atod  ttfae  tea 
cakn,  while  there  was  just  windcndiq^ 
gabtfy  tovivd}  lhaaailsrjnd  iihew  the 

ii^  and  rtHMiiim  wMi  whidh  «MBh  ma 

<  ^-  ^ 

CHQuBaiBBQ* 
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decorated.  Just  then  the  large  Vessel 
filed  one  <^  her  guns,  as  she  eame  upm 
Ipr  statiofu— What  a  lovely  scaier 
said  Miss  Maitland ;  da»  £linmv  stand 
a  liUk^  that  I  may  admiw;'' 

'ElisML  then  w^t  bad^  to  a  little  emi- 
nenoe,  to  haveabett^  yiew^  and  socm 
rgoined  her  friend — You  have  drop* 
^(ped  your  haiidkerchief»  ^iiior»  in  your 
joy  to  get  quit  of  the  old  aMHi~*tbere  it 

Not  mine,  I  assure  you,  for  here  it 
is  safe;  but  let  me  look  at  it— it  is  So- 
pbia'9,  as  sure  as  r 

But  what  could  bring  it  here  ?" 
Her  own  sei^"  sold  Elinor;  ''4oyou 
rpepUect  the  noise  we  l^eayd  ia  the 
.ruin?'' 
^Perfecfly.'* 

Wells  that  was  she.'' 
<^  ^  WNwIkl  not  s^ 

HS  ••Ay, 
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**  Ay,  Iwt  she  would  though.  Had 
I  known,  she  should  have  had  a  fright 
— she  had  had  Folonius'  fate.  How  I 
bate  such  meanness!  I  see  you  don't 
credit  it ;  but  you  don*t  know  our  family 
yet.  She  has  verified  the  proverb,  *  that 
listeners  never  hear  good  of  themselves,' 
that's  one  comfort." 

It  is  a  small  one;  I  only  dread  that 
she  overheard  what  I  said  of  Oswald  . 
— I  would  not  have  had  that  known  for 
worlds." 

^  I  hope  that  has  escaped  her ;  but 
let  me  tell  you,  that  had  he  staid  in  the 
country,  neither  his  motions,  nor  yours, 
would  have  been  unobserved — she  bias 
the  ears  a  fish  and  the  eyes  of  a 
lynx." 

On  their  entering  the  gate,  tliey  ob- 
•  ■  • 

served  sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine^s  carriage, 

and  in  the  dining-room  found  Mrs.  Mont- 

gomerie 
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^iB^rie  and  Miss  Clews:  the  former 
bad  coine  to  inquire  after  £liza,  and 
Miss  Clews  had  accompanied  her»  he- 
cause  she  had  nothing  to  do,  and  would 

.  rather  be  anywhere  than  at  the  castle, 
none  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  she  had 
found  suited  her  taste;  but  in  Sophift 

-  Wylie'  she  owned  a  congenial  spirit— 
the  same  love  of  dress  and  of  money— 
the  same  desire  to  pry  into,  and  hear  aU 
the  little  news  of  the  country :  this  dif- 
ference existed  betwixt  them — Sophia's 
curiosity  was  active.  Miss  Clews'  en- 
lively  passive ;  she  liked  news,*but  would 
Jbe  at  no  trouble  to  collect  them,  so 
that  Serbia  acted,  as  it  were,  the  part 
of  a  jackal,  or  povider,  to  the  taste  of 
Miss  Clews. 

Elinor  rightly  conjectured,  from  the 
uncomfortable  stiffness  of  Mrs.  Wylie's 
H  3  manners, 
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manners,  that  she  was  quite  at  a  loss  as 
to  the  intended  length  of  this  visit 
Mrs.  Montgomeiie  too  was  aware  of  it, 
for  she  soon  took  her  leave,  notwith- 
standing Mr.  Wylie*s  repeated  invita- 
tions to  stay  dinner.  Miss  Clews  re- 
gained, having  accepted  at  onoe  the  in- 
vitation which  the  other  visitor  had  re- 
fused. Mrs.  Wylie  and  Elinor  retired 
to  consult.  Miss  Maitland  to  dress,  and 
Miss  Clews  and  Sophia  were  left  to  dis- 
cuss the  iperits  of  a  new  dress,  which 
Mrs.  Brandon  had  just  received  fix)m 
London. 

Neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Wylie  weife 
calculated  to  make  their  house  pleasant 
to  a  stranger ;  the  one  was  in  constant 
alarm  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
provisions-for  her  guests,  and  the  otjjer 
was  in  similar  distress  respecting  the 

mode 
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mode  of  their  reGeplioa:  neither  of 
them  had  the  gift  of  conversaticfn^^that 
happy  talent,  which  afike  &sdiiates  the 
speaker  and  hearer,  and  makes  hours 
appear  as  minutes,  while  every  sratence 
conveys  instruction,  or  gives  amuses 
ment. 

After  tiie^labours  of  the  toitlet  and 
taUe  were  over,  the  remainder  ef  the 
afternoon  appeared  very  k>ng.  Mr. 
George  was  unluckily  from  home,  to 
the  great  ^distresa  of  Miss  Clewa.  Mr. 
Wylie  introduced  a  dissertation  on  the 
etiquette  of  foreign  courts,  which  might 
have  lasted  till  supper^dme,  if  he  had 
not  been  calted  away. 

When  his  wife  saw  the  coast  clear, 
she  ventured  to  ask  Miss  Clews  some 
question  abcmt  Dutch  flax ;  which  ques^ 
tion  led  to  another  about  the  manner  of 
H  4  weaving 
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weaving  in  different  kingdoms,  whidi 
sent  the  lady  to  her  storeroom,  to  pro- 
duce  a  beautifur  set  of  damask  napery, 
with  the  royal  arms  wrought  in  them, 
to  shew  how  superior  the  Scots  weavas 
were  to  any  other.  In  the  pride  of  her 
heart  these  were  displayed,  while,  with 
something  more  than  usus^  gravity,  she 
told  her  hearers,  that  "  thae  very  tables 
cloths  and  napkins  were  a  present  to  her 
grandfather^  when  he  was  the  provost, 
frae  the  town  of  Embro',  and  for  his 
faithful  service  in  troublesome  times; 
arid  look,"  said  she,  "  it*s  no  the  Bri- 
tish arms,  but  the  real  auld  Scots,  afore 
the  union ;  there's  the  twa  unicorns,  and 
there's  the  Scots  crown;  they've  never 
been  on  the  table  for  me,  nOr  never 
shall.  If  Sophy  gae  to  London,  she'll 
no  care  for  them ;  and  yet  it  wad  be  a 

a  pity 
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4i  pity  but  they  should  be  in  the  femily ; 

I  think  as  muekle  o*  them  as  if  they 

were  siller  plate." 

Byt,  madam,''  said  Miss  Maitland, 

^  Mr.  George's  wife  may,  perhaps,  think 

as  highly  of  them  as  you  do." 

"  V«y  true^  but  we  dinna  keh  wha 

she  may  be  yet,"  said  the  lady,  as,  with 
a  very  ^sigpificant  nod  tod  smiley  ^he 
proceeded  to  fold  up  the  highly-prized 
table-linen. 

.  It  was  evident  ,  she  was  hurt  at  the 
wabt  of  admiratiixi  Miss  Clews  had 
shewn  on  these  valuables  being  pso» 
daced. .  Miss  lijiaitland,  who  knew  fittle 
or  nothing  about  sudi  matters,  had  feel- 
ing enough  to  indulge  her  guardian^s 
wife,  by  praising  the  damad^  ;  '  and  it 
was  no  more  than  it  deserved;  dbe  had 
never  seen  any  thing  of  the  kind  be- 
h5  fore; 
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fbre;  «tid  betides,  the  workmafeuSiq^ 
tmg  aside  Mrs. Wylie's  jiartiaitty,  might 
well  be  praised;  Scotland  at  liiat  time, 
Mid  since,  stood  cmrivdled  in  the  art  of 
damaskrweaiang. 

Miss  Clevrs,  by  her  coldness,  lost  dl 
she  hHl  fimneiiy  gadned  hi  the  good 

dpinioii  <yf  her  hostens  She's  m  uabo 

^wle8S  land  o'  la^  that;  I  thmgbt 
tlie  Diitch  folk  had  mair  eemettbouta 
house.  Miss  Maitland  has  a  . glide  tiste; 
I  have  «i  great  notion  to  gie  her  «  table- 
doth  when  she  takes  up  houses  and  111 
isfet  about  it  difiectly/' 

Sueh  was  the  soliloquj  ^  the  hsljr 
lof  Jilsdhfmside;  sisahdiriiiwlyrdepnitad 
tttese  veiics  of  fBOoBty-gi^id^ 
oidwtken  idlest,  which  ipwapd  dneeor- 
met  )df  bte  ample  and  wfeH^fiUed  stoie. 
Miom%« 

'Mr. 
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Mn  Geofgt  did  not  arrive  in  tine  to 
^e  the  h4j  who  ateired  him  ao  inodi. 
The  cuiiage  arrived/  and  Misa  Cl^ 
had  no  excuse  whatever  to  prolong  her 
stay.  She  was  attended  by  Sophia  and 
her  &ther ;  the  former,  with  much  ear- 
nestness, begged  she  would  not  forget  to 
send  the  patterns  she  had  promised  her, 
and  the  latter  handed  her  into  the  coach 
with  all  due  ceremony,  and,  with  a  bow 
exactly  suited  to  her  fortune,  wished 
her  a  pleasant  ride. 

^'What  a  pity,*'  diought  Eliza,  as 
she  saw  her  drive  off,  ^  but  this  lady 
had  been  Mr.  Wylie's  ward,  instead  <^ 
me!  She  wxmld  have  been  w^  pleased 
with  all  the  court  he  pays  to  money, 
and  in  ins  eternal  protestation  o£  ser- 
vices would  not  have  discovered  his 
want  of  a  heart,  for  I  doubt  much  if 
h6  she 
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she  has  one  herself.  But  away  with  such 
thoughts !  I  have  no  right  to  judge  my 
neighbour  rashly.** 


CHAP- 
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And  hopes  and  fears,  that  kindle  hopes, 

An  nndistingaishable  throng; 
And  gentle  wube%  long  sobdued-*- 

Subdued,  and  cherished  long. 

Wordsworth. 

WiNTEB  had  now  fidirly  .  set  in,  and  all 
the  neighbouring,  fiimUieis  had-  left  ]th« 
country.'  Mr.  ,Wylie.  prQ{)08ed  to  bfe 
waid  that^a.  house  should  ;  be  taSom  in 
Edinburgh/ to  which  :th^  should  all 
remove;  but  to  his  surprise,  and  the 
great  moitificati&ti  •  of  his  Wife  )  and 
daughter,  she  told  bite  she 'h^dmu^h 
rather  remain  where  sl^'was.  j^e  si|id 
she  felt  quite.  bagq[>y  in  tibe  fiountry^ 
and  bdsftdes      top  much  of  an  in^yaUd  . 

to 
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to  enter  into  the  gaieties  of  a  town-life. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  Miss 
Maitland  had  no  great  wish  to  make 
her  d^t  in  the  faglnonable  Scots  world, 
under  the  escort  of  Mr.  Wylie.  She 
dreaded  his  fbrmaUty  and  his  wife's  vul- 
garity,  and  felt  assur^,  that  Sophia's 
meddling  temper  woald  bring  her  ac- 
quainted with  people  quite  out  of  her 
own  rank.  She  was  aware,  that  in  one 
limpe  or  ondAkef^  «he  ftmUgr  weidd  4X»- 
tiire  *o  fiiiake  dE'  .harwa  thing 

«lie  delieste4^  Bssirles,  (were  {(he  «o 
donm*  Jto^-^b  to  toi^  «he  WMld  iaie 
(lite  «detety  «r  hdy  LutasAiitie  m&  Mn. 
Montgpdvnndt/ wtioHMv^  Ml  tke^eoutti 
try  tffi  the  springs  wMiAi  iS^y  ftopmi 
doing  4f  fib  9atAdk  wtd  9^  vtOk  ^ 
kate^liome.  Neirt  ^tinter^he  weaM'te 
h^p  own  nArtress,  «Bd  wotdd  ^hen,  p» 
.  kaps,  hew  w^etlTiiig  of  Omrdd,  fdr 

whose 


mibose  fkte  she  felt  fiBd>une«y. 
Tlie  Bruftcbns  bad  gone  io  towii,  and 
the  fittnily  at  liTdHlifield  ymee  just  on 
the  wing  fiar  Liondoil,  sovthltt  their  so- 
earty  was  greatly  diminished. 

Miak  Maithmd  was  amii^  with  tlie 
diflferent  e^bote  tha^  her  mAusA  had  on 
the  diffeveet  meiDberB  «f  tbe  lamily. 
Mr:  Wylie  was  alvjost  peefish :  lie  hi^d 
never  once  dmamt  Idiat  bis  ward  would 
prefer  the  ooant^  tDt^Edinbiu^h,  and 
had  promised  his  love  of  show^eoao* 
plete  gliatifieBtiQn.  Howf^reata^diisap- 
peintnoant  t^Limrvmmity  l  r-Heidtirrt  nort 
find  faqlCqinsYel  with,  or  shew  ^i- 
pkaaoreat  ikKLmAm  of  ioa  disappoint- 
uent,  iHit  feaok  sinple  revrngtim  tibe 
icst>of^iaiBfly. 

Mia.  Wylie  was  glad,  to  gcft^dtft 
faonein  peace  and.  ^pnet  afkcv  ^ndi  a 
bustling  summer.   Sophia  wat iaeariy  9s 

much 
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jmich.  dkappmdted  as  her  fitther,  and 
J^nor  WHS  aH  life  and  spirit^  and  by  h^r 
.'winmiiig  manners  and  kindness  of  tem- 
>per,  often  turned  the  meditated  reproof 
of  Mr.  Wylie  ihto  a  gentle  remark,  and 
met:  ali  Sophia!s ; questions  with  such 
good-^homour  as:  quite  delighted  Miss 
Maitland»who  tfaoiigbt.herself  extreis^ 
ly  happy  hi  hfLldog  'siMh  a  friend — a 
sincere  one  <  *sh^  waft  r  mine  she  should 
find  her,  ^en :  tht>u^  ftrtune  should 
<^iige.  . 

Things .  Tv^ie  iii  this  state  .  when  they 
w^ere  alarmed,  lone  mormi^^  by  a  hasty 
.line  fcctoi  Mi^;  Mobtgomerie,  saying 
.that  sir  Fatnek  Lumadaine  was  in  great 
^danger:  the  gojdt  had  seized 'hili  sto- 
mach, and  the  physicians  greatly:  feared 
.  oonsequerioes  might  prove  fatal. 
}£temy  had  beeii  sent  for,  and  was  hout- 

ilinii  Miss 
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Miss  Maidand  and  Elinor  were  both 
deeply  affected  at  this  intelligence.  Al- 
though Eliza  had  not  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  this  worthy  family,  yet 
she  felt  a  great  attachment  to  the  good 
old  man,  whose  kind  and  parental  man- 
ner had  made  a  great  impression  upon 
her  ;  and  since  she  had  heard  Mrs. 
Montgomerie's  history,  she  felt  as  if  he 
was  an  old  acquaintance, 

Elinor  was  uncommonly  agitated : 
she  loved  and  honoured  sir  Patrick,  not- 
withstanding his  opposition  to  Jiis  son's 
wishes.  Of  a  lofty  mind  herself,  she 
could  enter  into  that  feeling  in  others — 
"  But  might  not,"  whispered  fear— 
"  might  not  Henry,  in  this  awful  and 
solemn  hour,  be  tempted  to  make  such 
promises  as  would  separate  them  for 
ever?"  The  thought  of  it  alone  was 
agony.   She  sought  Eliza^  that,  in  con- 

versation, 
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venation,  she  might  drive  such  thoughts 
far  from  her.  They  mutually  pitied 
lady  Lumsdaine,  and  thought  how  lucky 
she  was  in  having  Mrs.  Montgomerk 
so  near  her,  while  in  distress,  whose 
warm  heart  and  steady  mind  were  equal- 
ly capable  of  sympathizing  and  comfort- 
ing under  aflBiction. 

In  the  course  of  the  day.  Miss  Clews 
came.    She  said  sir  Patrick  was  rather 
easier,  and  declared,  with  very  Httle  ce- 
remony,  that  the  castle  was  always  doll,  j 
but  now  that  it  was  almost  insnfFeraUe,  | 
since  the  illness  of  the  knight.  | 

During  this  well-bred  speech,  Mr. 
Wylie  happened  to  come  in,  and,  with 
much  politeness,  begged  Miss  O^ws 
would  make  Muirvenside  her  home  tiB 
the  Issue  of  sir  Patrick's  illness  should 
be  known.  This  was  most  readily  as- 
sented to,  and  Sophia's  joy  at  b^vii^ 

this 
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this  lady  lor  an  inmate  was  very  unbe- 
coming^ considering  the  cause. 

That  and  the  two  following  days 
were  spent  in  a  state  of  suspense  the 
friends  of  the  worthy  sir  Patrick.  His 
disorder  had  rather  increased  than  a- 
bated ;  and  to  add  to  the  general  anx- 
iety»  Henry  had  not  made  his  appear- 
ance. 

Miss  Clews  and  Sophia  appeared  very 
careless  of  the  result:  their  time  was 
chiefly  spent,  fitting  on  new  dresses,  or 
writing  cards  to  Mrs.  Brandon,  who  had 
become  the  chdre  amie  of  these  young 
ladies,  from  her  superior  taste  in  dress, 
and  her  very  extensive  assortment.  In 
that  way  she  contributed  to  the  reign- 
ing passion  of  Miss  Clews,  and  took  a 
malicious  pleasure  in  seeing  her  load  her 
squat  person  with  finery,  which  only 
served  to  make  it  more  conspicuously 

ugly. 
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Ugly.  Possessed  of  an  active  and  even 
intelligent  mind,  Mrs.  Brandon  keenly 
felt  the.  misety  she  had  brought  upon 
herself,  by  mariying  one  her  inferior  in 
:  every,  respect.  She  was  not  one  of  those 
gentle  souls  who  can  submit  to  be  kept 
in  bondage,  or  quietly  mfkr  a  lit£fe 
scolding,  and  then  retlne  and  pour  forth 
her  sorrows  into  theHbosom  of  some  fe- 
male fn^id.  She  had  no  feolale  iUend, 
and  her  great^t :  pleasure  was  to  have  a 
butt  whereon  to  discharge  the  spleen 
which  she  alway^^dursfrnot  vent  at  home. 
Miss  Maitland's  gentlenelss  had  nothing 
to  provoke,  and  there  was  something  so 
arch  about  Elinor,  that  she  felt  at  times 
something  afraid  of  hen  Miss  Clews 
and  Sophia  she  thought  fair  game ;  the 
one  from  her  overweening  personal  con^ 
ceit,  and  from,  the  prying  and  somewhat 
malicious  temper  of  the  other. 

On 
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On  the  third  mormng,  they  were 
gladdeDed  by  the  welcome  news  of  sir 
Patrick  having  passed  a  good  night,  and 
that  all  danger  for  the  present  was  over. 
Henry  too  had  arrived,  which  was  a 
piece  of  welcome  intelligence  to  Elinon 
She  was  aftaid  that  she  might  be  held 
as  the  cause  of  his  absence,  and  thereby* 
insure  the  further  displeasure  of  thoisfe^ 
whose  regard  she  most  wished  to  con- 
ciliate. Her  heart  beat  with  new  emo- 
tions whei>  she  heard  that  he  was  come. 
— Would  he  venture  to  see  her  ?"  she 
repeatedly  asked  herself.  Hope  whis- 
pered he  would,  but  Prudence  sdd  he 
would  not. 

For  the  first  day  after  his  arrival,  she 
could  hurdly  expect  him :  the.  second, 
she  thought,  now  his  fiither  was  better, 
hef  might  call  fi>r  Miss  Maitland.  She 
was  disappointed ;  and  when  two  more 

days 
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d^B  fBspi^  s^Q  be  mne  not, 
k  wius  t)iw  EfiiK>i'a  gaiety  foraook  her. 
She  tiled  to  vaiii  to  appear  at  ease, 
Every  i»p  the  4«w— every  noise  in 
tibe  h^I,  i^ad^  her  «tart  Her  eye,  un- 
bid^eni  eagerly  souf  Jut  the  dwr^  while 
every /re$b  dii9fippii»biien|>  <oftiy  added 
t^        aia^ety.  %\m  i$|aAe.of 

ittiaeky  be  incsceased  ?  It  was  m.  She 
wast^^biout  th^^Sophift  watdo^d  evesy 
expi989igii  )0f  h^  varyfo^  oauot^ance, 
and^ewad       plmauite  at  h^  uneasi- 

.  Pay  after  day  paa^ed  <m  in  dm  state 
of  si^ess  tof  hearty  ali^roya  ooeasiiHied 
by  hope  deferred,  when  a  card  fiam  lady 
XMinsdaine  Mm  Maitlaali  with 
w^ecme  iBtell^^enoe  af  ber  Jmlbiiid*s 
oo9^alpac»»oe^  Mtit^  l^glpng  to  see 
her  iand  Mm  CiewB  liext  dny^  The  ia- 
vjtvtio^       fiooapted^  mid  o^eer  did 

night 
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night  mppear  longer  to  any  one  than  this 
did  to  Elinor.  *  Sl;ie  wished  to  have  her 
fHend  at  the  castle,  and  back  again. 
She  would  then  know  all,  even  should 
it  be  -said  to  her*—''  I  shall  never  see 
bim  again*  I  think  I  couM  bear  it  bet- 
ter than  this  suspense.  So  do,  my  dear 
friend,  tell  me  all*' 

Klixa  took  ber  leave,  and  promised 
fiulMully  to  give  her  a  trueaooeunt 

They  found  lady  Lumsdaine  waiting 
to  reoeive  them.  Sir  Patrick  still  kept 
bis  rooni,  but  Henry  was  not  there. 
Miss  Maitlaiid  asked  for  him. — He 
has  left  us  a  few  days  on  busiaess,**  said 
Ub  .mother. 

Does  he  soon  return?**  asked  Miss 
Glewfl^  with  an  affected  simper. 

''  It  is  quite  uncertain :  if  bis  iatber 
keeps  well,  he  may  probably  go  to  Lon- 

Miss 
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Miss  Clews  said — Dear  me  P'  and 
Eliza  sighed,  and  thought  of  Elinor. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  was  still  at  the 
castle,  and  from  her  Miss  Maitland  ex- 
pected to  have  had  some  more  satisfactory 
account  of  Henry,  but  no  opportunity 
ever  occurred.  She  saw  the  good  old 
knight  for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  re- 
joiced to  find  his  illness  had  not  im- 
paired his  spirits.  He  rallied  her  a  good 
deal  on  her  gig  adventure,  and  told  her 
never  to  trust  herself  in  such  a  whirligig 
thing  again. — Take  a  good  chaise  and 
pail:  for  it,  my  dear — no  risk  there." 

Eliza  found  her  friend  impatiently 
expecting  her,  and  was  sorry  she  could 
give  her  no  better  news. 

"  And  is  he  gone  ?  No  message— 
lettei*!    Since  he  has  fcigotme,  lean 
forget' hitn."  . 

This  was  calmly  said,  but  Eliza  ssw 

it 
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it  was  the  calnmess  of  despair.  She  for- 
bore consolation ;  she  felt  it  would  not 
be  listened  to,  and  pressing  her  hand, 
bade  her  good«night 


(I  trVOL.  u.  I 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Since  our  happiness  cannot  be  mutual,  'tis  fitthat, 
with  our  hearts,  uur  persons  too  should  be  separated. 
This  house  you  sleep  no  more  in." 

Death  and  damnation,  madam !  but 
1  say  you  shall  not  go.  What !  is  my 
money,  my  hard-earned  money,  to  be 
squandered  away  at  this  rate,  amcMig 

*  thieves  and  pickpockets,  idle  lords  and 
ladies,  who  never  did  any  good  in  tiieir 
lives  ?   I  never  kept  such  company." 
So  it  appears,  Mr.  Brandon,  else  I 

'  would  not  have  been  favoured  with  1^ 
elegant  harangue.    That  your  money 
was  hard-earned,  I  have  no  doubt,  you 
like  so  ill  to  part  with  it ;  md  that  I 
'  '  -lo^inay 


tatty  no  longer  subject  myself  to  sucfi 
unmannarly  and  illiberal  abiis^  I  shaU 
lake  my  leave  for  tbe  present :  and  1^ 
this  be  a  warning  to  eveiy  wcmao  who 
Blames  an  inferior."  So  sayinig,  Mrs. 
.ftnoidoti  swept  ojut  of  tke  room  wit^ 
great  dignity. 

There  it  is  now,"  said  Brandon,  as 
^  stood  riMfully  looking  at  the  door; 
^*  thei^  it  isl  nay  low  birth  for  erer !  Jf 
I  reiiise  the  least  of  her  wishes,  I  ^hear 
4af  it ;  and  would  she  but  grant  oo^M 
mine,  I  am  sure  I  would  never  refuse 
her.  But  to  be  constantly  left.alone^  to 
see  my  yery  furni;ture,  nfiy,  , my  victuals 
'apqiledt  <^  dfsstreyed  before  my  fi^ce; 
and  if  I  remonstrate^  all  I  get  is  a  jeer 
or  ;a  g]})e  about  my  low  birth  and  hre^ 
iqg.  I  wmder  what  devil  tempted  mp 
to  think  of  a  ^ighrbom  dame.   I  ^lyst 

b9thoug|i,  .an4       her  she^^ay 
I  S  have 
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have  cantege  next  i^edc^  else  I  thai 
tprobdhlf  have  k  cut  liefere  toy  sepvanta^ 
W  the  cbttiSott  pf  my  meHk  defiCroyed 
'fbr  a  week  to  comte."  ^  - 
'  4u6k  was'  the  soliloquy  of  poor  BMn- 
^^onf;  attd,  afasf  hoW  rbafiy,  l^e  hito, 
whether  married  or  not,  have  to  regret 
lahd  Tiewail  the  untoward  temper  df  a 
kk)mpahion-  or  heljpmaCe!-  To  hear  and 
"ftrl^ear  is^  a  greit  duty,  ahA  if  attended 
to,'  would  sav6  many  a  heartache. ' ' 

Tlrie  dccasioii'  of  the  prifes^nt  sqiidbble 
1b^w{x!:1Sii^  couple  was  biecati^  the'Iifdy 
'^i^^'b  gior  some  thirty-  taSSies  iMa 
fet!mtr^,^'t6«'keep  lier  CHristftlag.  twfth 

and 

leaV^h'^  btffiBend  iB'fi^Viii^, 
^^liey •  had%yeii''fe)f  si)*©  dtoe  iwit.  •  Mr. 
^i!aiidi8j"fciii  hev^  bie^  e^feh  ihvi^: 
iie  '#l(  tfa^Wegledi;  -iiiid  Wb;'of  Mk^ 


spmh  an4  J«s  bcftfe^  rode;-  by  tb?'  yery. 
whp  de^HS^  and  l^ugliej  at 
md  4id,  Qot  think  it  worth  while 
to  invite  hiiti  to  their  hcm$Q ;  it  v^s  totf 
mUf^,  and  Mr*  Brajpdon  might  well  be 
elegised  his  heat.  He,  .saw»  however, 
t4  #|ia^  aut»  ^wouJid  only  make  matters 
wc^e :  '60,  with:  a  smpotb  brow,  he  fbU 
lowed  hia  wife,  to  proffer  the  carriage 
he  now  repe£rted  he  had  ever  refused* 

.  Thus  was^ peace  once  morg  ^taldished 
between  these  contending  pcMvers.  To 
shew  her  sense  ,  of  this  kindness,  Mrs. 
Brandon  appeared  at  table  next  day,  her 
face  dressed  in  the  most  condescending 
smiles,  and  by  her  winning  manners, 
add^  to  the  pleasun^  of  a  sumptuous 
entertainment  which  Brandon  gave  to 
some  of  his  West-Indian  friends.  Had 
ocriioiiel  Clinton  be^  there,  the  lady 
eoiild  Bot  have  been  mete  scrupulously 
I  8  attentive. 


atteritire  She  guarded  ev«y  word 
aiid  look;  and  if  a  isarcasm  rose  to  her 
lips,  she  instantlj  cheeked  it;  imd  it 
must  be  owned,  that  in  doing  so  she 
had  no  small  merit,  as  most  of  the  party 
consisted  of  men,  who,  tike  the  landlord^ 
had  made  their  own  way  in  the  world ; 
and  in  the  course  of  ccHiversation,  there 
were  many  remarks  and  allusions  made 
on  idle  gentry,  and  the  folly  of  pec^le 
marrying  a  fine  lady,  who  could  not  su- 
perintend a  house. 

This  was  both  ilLbred  and  provoking, 
but  innocently  said  on  the  part  of  the 
visitors,  who  were  almost  strangers  to 
Mrs.  Brandon,  and  who,  .from  the  ele^ 
gant  entertainment,  and  easy  and  kind 
manners  of  Mrs.  Brandon,  really  thought 
her  the  model  of  wives. 

After  the  company  were  fismissed^ 
Brandon  sought  his  wife,  tb  thank  her 

for 
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for  her  attention  to  his  guests.  The 
good  cheer  he  had  so  liberally  partaken 
of  opened  his  heart.—"  Now,  my  dear," 
said  he,  "  that  you  may  appear  like 
yourself,  here's  an  odd  fifty  pounds  for 
card-money,  and  I  shall  order  new  live- 
ries to-morrow  for  your  servants.  Would 
you  but  always  behave  as  you  have 
done  to-day,  how  happy  should  I  be !" 

Mrs.  Brandon  thanked  him  for  his 
good  opinion,  and  pleading  fatigue,  re- 
tired to  her  dressing-room,  dreading, 
that  by  some  word  or  look  she  might 
undo  all  her  day's  work,  and  forfeit  the 
promised  reward.  She  well  knew  that 
a  temper,  violent,  uncontrolled,  and 
somewhat  whimsical,  like  her  hus- 
band's, was  not  long  to  be  trusted :  the 
extremes  of  love  and  hate  were  so  near 
as  sometimes  to  intermingle.  Had  she 
always  acted  with  such  forbearance  and 
1 4  good 
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good  sense,  she  would  bave.  sj^artd  her 
husband  and  setf  many  an  uneasy  hoar. 
Happy,  thrice  happy,  is  that  wife  wbo 
can  yield  her  wishes  to  those  of  her  hois- 
faand,  and  patiently  wait  the  et>b  and 
flow  of  his  temper  and  ^ncies !  who,  in 
the  language  of  the  poetj 

"  She  who  ne'er  answers  till  her  husband  cools. 
Or,  if  she  rales  him,  never  shews  she  rules  ; 
Charms  by  accepting — by  submitting,  sways ; 
Yet  has  her  humour  most  when  she  obeys.'' 

Mr.  Brandon  did  not  sleep  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  promises.  As  soon  ^ 
breakfast  was  over,  he  set  out  to  order 
the  promised  liveries.  As  be  was  walk- 
ing along,  counting  the  ooist,  and  tbink^ 
ing  of  isome  of  the  alterations  he  wisbrf 
to  make  in  the  fashion  of  bis  sei^v^ritif 
coats  {for  to  Mrs.  Brandon  this  wAs  a 
most  importeint  afikir),  he  t>ecoll^<^ 

that 
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that  he  had  ,  no  ^a^oQS  on  fais  ioaina^c^ ; 
only  a  pUia  cipher>-!-^^  Why  not  haTiS: 
anns?**     If  they  were  to  pay  fisy 
oould  do  it  as  well  .as  another.  But, 
alas!  he  knew  nothing  of  his  &inU^^ 
and  still  less  of  hesaldry*^  subject  he 
ddist  n6t  to  oome  upon  with  his  wife, 
Qotwitiiatanding  her  present  forbearance. 
He  ^collected  that  one  of  the  gender 
men  who  bad  dined  with  hikn  Ihe  day 
before  knew  something  of  these  .  mfl[t« 
ters;  a0|  after  be  had  bespoke  his  livfaiii^ 
h«  b6nt  bis  course  to  him  fdr  advice 
aaastanee^^^^'*  If  I  get  arms  upoh  my 
canfiage,  it  will  hiake  my  wife  quiet 
about  my  low  Buth,  and  I  diall  bfe 
sared  hit  eternal  carping  upon  tfait  sub- 
ject; althottgh»  how  the  deril  ishe  Came 
to  know  it»  I  can't  find  out"  Thua 
thou^t  the  planter ;  but,  aks !  how  of* 
ten  da'vre  deoeiYc  ourselves^  and^  from 
1.5  the 
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the  fancied  nteoDs  of  cure,  only  make 
the  disease  worse,  and  cmrselres  more 
miserable!  , 

,  Mr.  Braiidon  found  his  fiiend  ai  hom^ 
tcdd  him  the  reason  of  his  visit,  and 
begged  his  assistanoe. 

"  Yeu  have  only  to  go  to  the  herald's 
office^'  said  Mr.  Smith,  take  out  your 
arms,  and  pay  ycmr  fine.  I  shall  go 
with  you  directly,  if  you  wish  it  You, 
ef  course,  -will  know  your  own  wms, 
which,  4iiost{»obably,  you  will  quarter 
with  those  of  your  wife.  Weycombe  is^ 
an  old  &mily>4iame.  Let  me  see.  I 
don't  exactly  Teoollect  the  whole  arms,  but 
liieir  crestds  a  dovCi    What  is  yours?" 

*    I  know  nothing,  at  all  of  the  mat- 
t&t,  I  tell  you,"  said  Brandon,  some-^ 
what  hastily ;    buti  as  you  say  you  will 
aeeompany  me,  let's  go  .  to  the  office." 
They  set  out,  and  found  tbeooffice 

occupied 
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occupied  hj  two  derks  busy  wiidng. 
The  room  was  hung  with  numerous  de- 
vices belonging  to  the  different  armorial 
bearings. 

I  will  thank  you»''  said  Mr.  Smith 
to  the  first  clerk,  to  give*  me  an  ex- 
tract of  the  name  and  arms  of  Brandon : 
here  is  the  gentleman  that  wishes  his 
arms  matriculated." 

^  Immediately/'  said  the  first  derk. 

Take  a  seat,  gentlemen :  it  will  require 
a  little  time." 

The  gentlemen  amused  them^lves 
with  examining  the  various  armorial 
bearings  displayed,  while  the  clerk  took, 
down  an  immense  folio,  and  turning  up 
the  letter^  B,  run  his.  finger  down  the 
page^ — Biandon,  did  you  say,  sir?-~ 
pray,  of  what  county?  Here  a|*e.the 
Biwdons  of  Brandon  HaU>  in  Nprfi^  \ 
1 6  and 


I8d  ctmomiirt^ 

and  fiere  is  BrAid^,  Lardy  MiMiS 
in  the  Sootb;  iMd  h&e  i^-^^^" 

"  My  fiiend  is  of  tton^  6f  th««e  hottstiig 
I  believe.  Are  not  you  from  Blredt- 
nock,  sir  ?" 

"Yes.* 

«  Brecknock !  let  me  ieii,"  hadd  tte* 
derk.  "  I  find  no  famil)^  itf  uote  ikna 
that  county.  We  hare  ntHt  mAf  IBs^ 
Mi  tkiie^  at  this  officer  Sut  h«d  Hot 
you  ttietter  take  -  the  atms  "-of '  your 
name?" 

-Wliaf  'arfe  thiJy?''  *  - ' 

**  A  castle.  The  cnwt  i»  ft  Wud^y 
and  mottOj  I  betiev^'  titk^ 
Aterf/*-'-  ■  • 

That  wffl  do  vtify  ^^"^^  Bba^ 
dinr;  and  giving  ^  fltitssfioy --oidMP 
to  the  derk;  ^e  gehtldB0ti-wtot%eieD(K' 
Bnaict6b-sft!d<iidta  itotd'et  ikiM;  hb*]tt& 

-  .  done 


dwe  td^lfis  iotendk^  lb  iarfme' 
her  with  the  sigfat  of  his  atn»  oh  tiw 

For  the  follo#ing  week,  aill  ymd 
smootidy  on,  mi  tm  daya  before  Ms&t 
S^nndon  set  out,  the  ymikxam  sent 
h(»ne  -^e  Uteties  and  ciniage : .  die  ht> 
test  as  fine  m  pkint'  and  vainiA  could: 
make  it    The  carriage  was-  <»i3ered{ 
neat  day,  that  the  tody  tnigbt  call  on 
sdtne  of  h«  denr  ti^ds  before  riie  kftT 
tbwti,  and  pirovide  herself  with  heoe». 
i^nies.  Or  rather  91  few  d^andes,  in  the; 
way  of  Stress,  tomake  a  figure  at'l<M 

"  the  ettttii^  waits,  madim;*  s)ud 
the  footalati,'  who,  in  ■tt  dueadralhtitieii' 
8t  the  new  ^t  of  hii  dotfaes,  pid 
plentiM  supply  of  yellow  laee  iwilb 
wluch  tli^  tailor  had  londed  lili&n,  btnild* 

hardly 
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haidfyf  take  time  to;iuiDdiince:the  G9r'« 
liage  for  admiring  himself. 

The  lady  was  busied  arranging  her 
dM88;before  a  mirror,  .so  did  not  look  at 
the  footman,  nor  did  she  pmseive  her 
buaband,  who,  brimful  of  his  secret, 
stood  ready  to  hand  her  into  the  car- 
riage,, waiting  impatiently  for  the  praises 
he.fuUy  expected. 

At  length  the  toomait  came.  Mrs. 
Brandon  went  forward  to  the  door.  Ima- 
gme.  the  dismay  of  her  husband,  when 
she.  drew  back  with  a  fuce  of  despair 
and :  rage.~"  Heaven  and  eartli,  Mr. 
Brandon !  did  you  do  this  to  insult  me, 
sir?   Emblazon,  your  carriage  with  an 
hos^tal,  and.  dress  your  ;iervants  with 
the^livefy  of  it!   You  don't  imagine  I 
oaaor  will  suffer  it!   I  never  will  en- 
tjar.il!.  Put  it  up,  you  stupid,  booby! 
'  and 
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and .  dont  stand  staring  there,  in  your 
fboPs  coat** 

Poor  Brandon !  had  a  cannon-ball  hit 
him,  he  could  not  liave  been  more  asto- 
nished. He  was  speechless  from  snr*^ 
prise,  and  medianieally  *  followed  .  fais^ 
i?ife  into  the  house,  who  threes  herself 
into  a  chair^  and  buirst  into  ^tears.-:^ 

Mrs.  Brandon,  you  wrong  me !  upon 
iny  soul,  you  do !  I  have  done  aU  this, 
thinking  to  please  you.  The  arms  awi 
those  of  my  name,  with  a  littletuldition ; 
but  let  me  tell  you,  madam,  that  you' 
need  not  be  in  such  a  fuss  about  an.  hos- 
pitair 

His  i  anger  now  getting .  the .  better, 
of  his  astonfehmen^  he  added-*-''.  Yes, 
madam,  I  owe  to  an  hospital;  ao. 
hospital  received  me,  fed  me,  an^., 
clothed  me,  when  I  had  no  fiiends ;  and. 

to 


tQ  m  ki»sMi:  whiph  you  despiwi  >  yw 
are  indebted  for  the  carriage.  And 

Imre  hem  n^^tly.  pupidied  fpr  bdng 
aahamed  oti  WSf  jm^  mid  liaye  too 
long  tniokl6d  uiidf^'yottr  tynomy  ;  b^t 
it  if;8t  an :  f^od^^e  world  tbi^  know 
my  bifltioryj^tid  yoilrs  too;  talile 
in  iQwti  4iatt  W  wn^sed  wHb:  the  airs 
that  tilte  depbnd^  jdaa^tM:er  of.  a,  long 
Ikie  of  jtakidd  nobility  gives  heAd^ 
wheb:  she  bsi  beM  f^sed  to  affluenoe 
fay  an  hospital  boy  : 

The  firm  tone  of  H^tfhl  linger 
stored  Mrs.  Brandon  to  her  senses ;  she 
ftned'  Ai:  hpA  mpiaed  past  kftffveuSBs. 
Of  all  th&  bickerings  this  was  the  QM)tt 
denovht  die! was  goihg  to.  esipostuhte 
and  apokigiie^'  but  he  hod  1^  the  room, 
and  sodn  aifeer  ihi^  holise. ' 

A  confused 


A  oddftesed  and  ^sagtfeeaU^  tram  of 
ideas  now  took  possession  of  Mfs.  BiOli*'' 
don's  mind.  '  Her  long-anticipated  Jour- 
ney, she  feared,  was  at  an  «id.  She 
would  gladly  have  ordered  out  the 
coach,  hospital  livery  and  all^  bdt  she 
durst  not ;  iTnd  where  was  Mr.  Bnai^ 
don  ?  He  would  app^Ur  at  dinner-timef 
but  she  was  midtak^ — ^he  did  not,  and 
the  aftemoc^  wore  away  in  a  state  of 
suspentiC)  at  all  titnes  ill  to  bear,  but 
particularly  so  when  we  know  the  cause 
origiiiateis  in  our  own  foUy. 

At  length,  at  a  late  hour,  Mr.  Bran- 
don'8  voice  was  he&A  in  the  hall.  Never, 
even  in  the  days  of  courtship,  had  it  ap-^ 
peared  so  pleasl»it  to  his  wife.-  She 
wished,  yet  faared  to  m^et  him.  As  a 
kind  of  temporising  measure,  she  wtol€ 
a  note,  b^ging  to  speak  with  him.  A 

verbal 
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verlial  message  that  he  waited  supper 
was  the  answer. 

He  was  seated  when  she  entered,  and 
tool^  no  farther  notice  of  her  than  a 
slight  inclination  of  the  heads  and  told 
the  footman  he  heed  not  wait.  When 
alone^  neither  spoke  fw  some  time.  At 
last  Mr.  Brandon  inquired  what  she 
would  he  helped  to^  but  in  a  tone  so 
unlike  his  usual  quick  one,  that  Mrs. 
Brandon,  alarmed  for  the  cause,  looked 
at  him ;  his  &Ge  was  pale,  but  there  was 
a  calm  sternness  in  it'  that  frightened 
her. 

After  a  silent  and  uncomfortable  meal, 
the  things  were  removed ;  when  Bran* 
don,  as  he  saw  his  wife  about  to  leave 
the  room,  moaned  to  her  to  sit  down 
again,  and  taking  a  turn  <Hr  two  round 
the  room,  a9  if  to  cc^ect  md  armi^ 

bis 
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U»  '^ouj^tsy  he  addressed  her  as  iblp 
lows : — *^  Madam,  from  what  has  hap- 
pened  this  day,  you  must  be  aware  that 
our  livhig  together  is  at  an  end.  Mn^ 
tual  distrust  of  each  other  is  dreadfilL 
On  your  part,  continued  sarcasms  or  bit* 
ing  jests  levdledat  me;  while,  on  mine, 
a  feeling  of  repressed  indignation,  mixed, 
witib  a  deep  sense  of  regret,  that  you 
will  allow  yourself  to  hurt  a  heart  that 
loves  you— —Don't  interrupt  me,"  see- 
ing Mrs.  Brandon  about  to  speak.  ''You 
are  sensible  that  I  am  no  match  for  you 
in  the  play  of  words :  you  know  and 
abuse  this  advantage.    It  is  true  that 
at  times  I  hove  allowed  my  love  of  mo- 
ney to  predominate  :  I  was  disappomtdd 
in  your  fortune,  I  confess  it ;  but  had 
you  allowed  your  good  s^ase  to  have 
acted,  I  would  soon  b«ve  forgot  it,  par** 

ticularly 
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ticuladiy  as  my  own  store  has  been  so 
mjxA  iiicrefised..  For  whatever  hanh 
tmnis  I  may  have  used  in  my  exposfai- 
lotkms  wath.  you,c  forgive  me,  and  con- 
sider that  I  have  iiot  had  the  adi^ 
tages  of  edueation,  nor  even  polite  ao- 
dety,  to  ^(tm  ;my  manheis.  I  have 
fought  my  way  dirough  life,  find  my 
language  taster  of  it.  And  n6w>  iaa« 
dam,  farewdl  I  Here  is  a  letter  to  cdio* 
nel  Clinton;  which  I  fao|>e'yoa  ;will 
^itoVe  b£  Perhia|>s  you  will  ni>t  always 
think  so  meanly  of  Tom;  Bkandcm." 
*  Amazed  and  stupified,  Mrs.  3™^od 
had  not  powef  to  take  the  dffieredi letter; 
6ttt-  £ieeing^  her  husbcind'.iay  it  <  oa  the 
tabl^i^^qd  turn  t6  leave  the  room^  sbe 
wa&  Housed;  ^and  spl*isging  afbor  him, 
hud  -her  hand  iifioo  bis^  artn  to  detun 
him,  and,  with  a  voice  ahuost  sruffocated 

with 
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with  emotion^  mdr^**  Stoy»  BraildiMib 
I  entreat  you^  and  sinoe  you  will  cart 
me  off,  hear  me  a  few  jaSmitn/' 

Brandon  hoyfed  hiif  bead  in  token  <l[ 
attention. 

^  No  one  sees  and  r^rets  their  feolts 
more  liian  I  do;  'but»' nursed' as  I  wiis  in 
the  lap  of  luxury^  not  a  widi  ungn^ 
tified,  my  wit:  and  repwtee  extolM 
wherever  I  went,  add  tiugbt  to  Con- 
sider aa  .nobody  all  thdse  who  bad  nil 
title  or  fortune,  can  yoo  wonder ^titaft^I 
forget  mysd^  ioid  strike  ,  the  band  that 
miaed  me^  when  abbat  'to^  ftll?  :AdA 
bear  witness.  Heaven  1  thai:  bad  .1 
known  you  &It  my  jesta  amkcenly^  tb^ 
should  never  have  been  uttered.  I 
tii6i:qgbe  your  bedrt  xot^b  aiid  lintu- 
torefi  9d  youB  naann^  an4  did  jiot 

tfamk 
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think  I  had  such  a  tieasure  in  my  par* 
iev.  I  do  regret  it  now«  Pardon  and 
forgive  my  foUy,  and  say—*  FareweUf 
My  wannest  wishes  and  prayers  shall  be 
yours — and  now  farewell !" 

**  Niever  !*•  said  Brandon ;  let  us  mu- 
tually  pardon  ^h  other,  and,  for  the 
Itotai^  let  reserve  ceaiie:  burstraigth 
and  weakness  are'  both  known.'' 

Mrs.  Brandon  hid  her  tears  on  her 
iiusbahd's  shoulder,  and  mentally  vowed 
aher  ri^ocild  never  distress  him  more. 

Wheai^  they  ivere  calmer  next  day, 
Mr.  Brandon  produced  the  impression 
of  the  artns,  and  lauglungly  asked  what 
put  it  into  head  that  it  was  like  aa 
hospital?   ;  . 

"^  i  believe  it  was  thitt  fellow  with  tbe 
largest;  and  the  rod  in  his  hand.  I 

•  took 
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toolc  him  for  a  schoolmaster  with  a 
bird) ;  and  those,  that  I  now  see  are  sol- 
diers, I  took  for  blue-coat  boys.** 

The  coach  was  sent  to  ha^e  the  war^ 
der's  gown  made  a  jacket,  and  the  tai- 
lor lopped  off  some  superfluous  tassels 
from  the  footman's  shoulders.— It  was  a 
new  esa  of  hai^ness  to  the  Brandoas^ 
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laEC.  US  . now.  return  to  tibe  Muict^^ 
family,  some  of  whom  were  in  the 
midst  of  preparation.  Miss  Clews  had 
promised  to  meet  some  of  her  relatkms 
in  Edinburgh ;  and  wliile  at  Mr.  Wy- 
lie's,  heard  of  their  arrival  in  the  Scots 
capital.  So  great  had  her  friendship  for 
Sophia  become,  that  she  could  not  part 
from  her,  and  therefore  mitreated  Mr. 
Wylie  to  allow  his  daughter  to  go  to 
town  with  her  for  a  few  weeks. 

His  consent  was  easily  obtained :  to 
wealth  and  power  he  never  gave  a  de- 
msip  and  in  the  present  case,  whete  be 
-'iArj  would 
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vmM  at  once  oblige  the  indi«iid  please 
bis  daugfatar,  ikere       no  hesitation, 

in  eiHisequenoe  of  this  plan,  sfi  was 
bustle  to  prepare  Miss  Wylie  to  appear 
cradiftably  with  the  iickess  ;  and 
nofs  -pcmen  as  «  dressmaker  were  oalled 
into  action,  while  Mms  Maithmd  ^ad 
moK  and  moM  reason  to  adnme  tibe  pa* 
tienoe  and  ingemnty  of  her  friend,  who 
ebeeffitUy  devoted  her  time  and  tEdents 
for  one  who  would  probably  never  thank 
her,  and  wlKs  in  general,  treated  tier  as 
an  inferior. 

Had  sir  Ffttrick  or  lady  Lumsdaine 
known  of  this  arrangement,  it  is  prdb- 
aMe^fcey  might  have  had  some  olgec- 
tiomj  l>ut  tttl  they  reoeived  acard  from 
Miss  Clews,  desiring  her  tattnks  to  be 
sent,  ibey  knew  nothing  of  the  matter : 
the  young  lady  hersdf  aif  found  4ime 

^h.  H.  K  to 
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to  call  for  a  few  minutes,  to  thank  them 
for  thdr  attentions,  inquire  for  sir  Pa- 
trick, and  inform  ,  them  that  Sophia  went 
with  her. 

li^dy  Lumsdaine  sighed  as  she  heaid 
of  thh  arrangement  She  knew  littie 
of  Sophia;  but  from  that  little  she  saw 
she  was  not  a  proper  companion  for  Miss 
Clews.  Ha*  regret  could  not  makejt 
better ;  she  said  she  would  be  happy  to, 
hear  from  her ;  ^nd  whoever  she  tired 
of  Edinburgh,  that  she  would  find  a  wel- 
come at  the  castle. 

Miss  Clews  took  her  leave,  not  much 
regretted  by  either  of  the  old  people. 

While  the  young  ladies  w^re  oeat^; 
at  work,  Elinor  said—**  Pr^y,  Soi^tiff, 
did  ypu  lose  a  baiidkercbiigf  lately?" 

"  I  don't  know — I.  rather  think  not  ;, 
but  what  inakes,  you.  9sk 

;  Because 
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Because  I  have  one  of  yours  heise. 
You  should  take  care  of  your  things : 
handkerchiefs,  since  the  days  of  Othello, 
have  been  tell-tales.  Here  it  is;  and 
the  next  time  you  take  a  secret  ramble,, 
don't  drop  any  articles  1^  the  way.** 

Even  Sophia's  usual  effrontery  was 
laid  by  this  address;  she  made  no  an- 
swer, but  by  lifting  her  handkerchief 
and  leaving  the  room. 

«  I  think,'*  said  Miss  Maitland,  "So- 
phia will  hardly  think  of  listening  to 
the  conversations  of  others  again  in  a 
hurry/ 

You  are  mistaken,"  rejoined  Miss 
Elmcn*;  "  she  will  not  miss  the  very 
first  opportunity ;  and  instead  oi  taking 
warning  from  what  has  happened,  she 
will  only  be  angry  with  me  for  disdo- 
vering  it;  and  to  tell  yoa  the  truth,  had 
K  2  she 
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she  not  been  abost  to  kaw  faome  just 
now,  I  dorst  not  ba»e  ventuved  to  my 
8o  muek:  tnot  that  I  need  to  fear  htx 
neath^r ;  but  eo  malieioos  is  her  ^temper, 
that,  in  the  fHresent  £tate  of  my  Man, 
she  mij^  ^nd  a  way  to  make  me  Tery 
infaappy/' 

The  iwisbed-fiir  morniDg  at  hist  arriir- 
edt  "when  fjfee  two  ifriends  wece  to 
set  out  for  the  capital.  InoomoaUe 
were  the  trunks,  bandboxes,  mid  pack- 
ages, of  raraous  descriptions,  wifih  whidi 
tke^rriage  was  loaded.  Afufliiour% 
work,  the  united  efforts  of  the  postffion 
and  Miss  Cteiws*  maid,  were  bardiy  auffi- 
cieot  to  put  matters  to  rights.  At  hat 
tbe  w«leoiiie  «gnsA  was  given  4Aiat  di 
was  ready.  Mr.  Wtylie  was  at  Innd, 
with  many  ^protestatiam  «of  fegret  for 
Idstng  (he  sodety  oi  Miss^CAewa,  and 

a  great 
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a  great  mioiy  bows;  aometking  too 
WW  said  to  Sophia  aboat  gratitude  to 
tiiafc  yowag  hdj  for  ber  kincbxesi  and 
attentions;  what^er  it  the  rak- 
tUng  of  Ifae  carriage-wheels  drowned 
tfce  sense  It  ia  hard  to  say  which  of 
the  paities  was  most  rejoiced  —  that 
iffaieh  rcsmaiiied^  w  that  which  de- 
parted. 

£Iiza  antid  Elinor  fdt  rdiered  now 
that  Sophia  was  awsrf .  However  iniio- 
cent  or  harmless  any  one^s  actions  may 
be,  it  is  a  most  unpleasant  feeling  to 
be  constantly  watched^  and  have  their 
slightest  word  or  action  sut^ect  to  anim- 
adversicni.  Mrs.  Wylie  too  Imd  her  own 
teasons  for  being  well  pleased  at  this  ar- 
inngement :  this  good  kdy  had  been  at 
M  little  pains  to  furnish  her  table^  so  as 
to  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  vi- 
K  3  sitors; 
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skors;  but  by  neither  loak  nor  ivoid 
could  she  discover  how  her  things  were 
relished— the  same  unvar3rii^  counte- 
nance beheld  an  ordinary  dinner,  or  the 
greatest  efforts  of  Mrs.  Wylie's  genius. 
— "  Ne'er  a  bit  if  I  think  she  has  the 
right  taste  o'  her  mouth said  she  to 
Elinor  one  day,  as  she  assisted  her  to 
arrange  some  of  her  confectionary ;  she^U 
maybe  eat  ane  o'  thae  preserved  plums, 
just  as  if  it  was  a  boiled  turnip.'' 

Glad  was  she  then  to  be.  quit  sudi 
a  guest.  She  was  attached  to  Elinor, 
and  Miss  Maitland  had  gained  upcm  her 
by  her  sweetness  and  afiabUity.  Eliza 
had,  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  weeks, 
seen  farther  into  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Wylie;  what  she  thought  coldness  at 
first  wore  off— it  was  the  result  of  hav- 
ing seen  little  beyond  her  own  chrde; 

and 


CUMOSITY.  19d 
as  sbe  became  better  aoquainted,  sbe 
ibatid  real  goodness  of  heart  fighting 
with  inborn  prejudices,  great  vulgarity, 
and  want  of  education.  Neither  her 
feelings  nor  perceptions  (keep  her  out  of 
her  storeroom  md  kitchen)  were  very 
acute;  and  lucky  it  was  for  her, else  she 
conld  not  have  lived  so  happily  with 
such  inmates  as  she  did.  The  very  re- 
verse of  her  daughter,  she  never  med- 
died  with  any  body,  unless  they  meddled 
first  with  her. 

When  Mks  Maitland  went  to  dress 
for  dinner,  she  was  surprised  that  Molly 
was  not,  as  usual,  waiting  her ;  but  think- 
ing something  detained  her,  she  took 
up  a  book  till  she  came.  While  read- 
ing, ^e  imagined  she  heard  some  one 
sigh  near  her.  She  paused  a  little,  and 
thou^t  it  was  merely  fancy.  In  a  short 
K  4  time 


pressed  sabi^  as  if  firmn  «  persfon-  int  grsflt 
agony  o£  mind.  SW  rose  imnaiedlalaLj, 
Mfd  opated  the  dioor  d  the  stnatt  doset 
from  whence  the  sotmd  proceeded^  acid 
there  saw  her  maM  seated  oir  a  tmnk, 
her  handlsercliief  at  her  eyes^  and  cm 
the  floor  two  pkeeis  of  gcM^  wUrii 
now  and  then  were  regardedl  with  looks 
6f  grCTt  contempt  hjr  the  safi!&rto. 

My  good  MoUy,^  said  Miss  MA 
land,  do  tell  me  what  is  tbe  matter 
with  yoa?  has  an^  o\x6  insulted  or  in- 
jured you  ?  Tett  me.  Be  assured  I  shall 
suffer  no  om  to  do  you  wrong^"^ 

Mdly  by  this  time  had  fisein  from  her 
seat»  and,  as  well  as  her  emotion  would 
allow,  began  with—**  You  are  always 
kind^  my  lady,  but  nobody  is  to  blmne 
but  myself ;  if  I  had  not  shewed  b# 

tbe 
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tiie  hM,  she  n^obld  tmet  lMtv«  ftncied 
it;  but  it  id  gone  im^^I  wiH  netet  tee  it 
jxkote)  iiid^ob,  William!  IH  neret  see 
you  either  !** 

Hem  tfb^  poor  db^aiTs  sobs  obliged 
her  to  itc^.  Misd  Maitland  saw  it  Was 
ifiipos^bto  to  gather  any  thing  from  her 
in  the  pr esesit  agitated  state  of  her  spi- 
rits, and  adked  nothing  forthct*,  bat 
Ud  her  try  to  eontpose  herself^  and  left 

In  about  an  hour  fihe  returned,  and 
found  Molly  busy  aniang^ng  the  toilet ; 
btit  her  swctien  eyes  and  trembling  hand 
Aev^  she  had  not  recover  her  ufifual 
temper.^*' And  now,  Molly,  do  you 
think  you  are  abie  to  tell  me  t^is  sad 
disaster  of  yours 

^  Yea,  ttiaranii  Ml  try.  Do  ydil  re- 
collect our  William,  thai  waft  yottV  gtMd* 
UkotbAr'saMirtr' 

kS  ••Piwfectly 
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*•  Perfectly  well;  I  bope  you  have 
heard  no  bad  accounts  of  him ;  go  on." 

"  Well,  my  lady>  he  would  have  come 
to  Scotland  with  you,  but  he  could  not 
think  of  leaving  his  poor  old  mother; 
and  sq,  madam,  as  he  always  kept  me 
company,  when  he  went  away,  he  gave 
me  a  keepsake  of  a  small  ivory  box,  to 
keep  my  thimbles  and  thread;  his  bro- 
ther the  seijeant  had  brought  it  ftoa^ 
India  with  him.  I  dare  say  you  saw  it, 
madam,  but  youll  never  see  it  again, 

unless  Miss  Clews  

Miss  Clews!*'  said  her  mistress; 

what  business  has  that  lady  with  your 
ivory  box?  she  has  it  not,  I  am  sure.'' 

''But  she  has  though^''  sobbed  out 
Molly. 

''  Impo68ible~you  dream ;  have  done 
.with  this  nonsense." 

Hear  me,  my  dear  My^  .  In  ;  the 

pride 


pride  of  toy  heart;  I  shewed  my  pretty 
box  to  Mrs.  JenkmS)  Miss  Clews'  maid; 
she  praised  it  greatly,  and  next  day 
asked  a  eight  of  it,  to  shew  it  to  her 
mistress,  who,  she  said,  was  yery  curious 
about  them  things.    I  gave  it  to  her, 
quite  proud  that  such  a  great  lady  should 
ask  to  see  any  thing  I  had — more  fool  I ! 
Well,  my  box  was  kept,  and  admired ; 
and  when  I  asked  for  it,  I  was  told  by 
Jenkins  that  her  lady  was  taking  a  copy 
of  the  drawing  on  the  top ;  so  I  said  no 
more  till  last  night,  when,  seeing  they 
ware  aU  busy  packing,  I  went  and  put 
Mrs.  Jenkins  in  mind  to  give  me  back 
my  box.   Jenkins  went  directly,  and 
when  Ae  returned,  s^d  her  mispress 
wanted  to  buy  my  box,  as  it  suited  some 
-she  had.   I  said  as  how  I  could  not 
oblige  her,  as  it  was  like  a  true-love  gift, 
K  6  that 


tiMr  tdtfid  1N>  8(>ldl  tii6fi  I  tras 
<iffl@d  ^mufi  neire»  fa«d  ad  op^ortfi- 
^  f§ S(>dait to JMilfts  i^Mttl^i  A- 
ttottgh  i  Wittdi«d  v«iy  daigcntfyj  I  b«. 

t  IMW  b^*  iiot  till  a  O^ttfes  belNie 
^hey  s«t  (m^  yfhm  iibe  put  i^tuewet  tMo 
hsUf^gtihieks  mib  taf  hittid;  alid  ^d. '  My 
miiit^eM  beiejp^  the  kdc-<-^h^'s  KM-  if.'  I 

1  c6uld ;  buC  ^  «he  Sittlid- 
big  tbUrid,  fthd  tbt»«  i^s  flowing  ftf  it 
tbeii  bnt  t6  be  qtiic^  Mitf  i  ebtriJ  Mt 
get  j(M  td  speitlk  to  HiM  (^ew#fer  ibli  ; 
bfitt  I  #a»  ito  atiaiUbetfid^,  tbif  I  cbtdd 

nai  d6  iitiy  ibblg  i  i(6,  #h«b  &II  tb^^^^hMHfe 
W^s  ^ttb^  I  jtiM  Hie  dOWh  Mere  W  tbilft 
klii;  arid  i^lty^  tuy  ItiSfi  I  tlmtg^ 

my 


I  thoogfat  I  had  lost  my  pretly  box  A> 
4ap\y.  hbt  it  it  not  the  yOae  of  the 
haH,**  ti^^itued  MdUy,  Uusfaing,  **  but 
h€  Mid,  wbeiA  fae  gwre  it  to  «ne>  that  if 
I  lost  or  giBr6  it  away,  I  wtfakl  net&r 
biin  dgaui.'' 
**  t>ry  your  eye^  M<^,  atid  I  shall 
try  t^bat  can  be  cbne  §»  tiw  reeoveiy 
<^  ycMtf  box.  I  aan't  think  Miss  Clews 
would  keep  it»  if  sh«  knew  you  did  not 
Wkh  it;  it  niMt  be  some  trick  of  Mn. 
ittikitiit*' 

"  Oh,  toy  doaf  kdy  I  Qai  Mess  yoii, 
try!  Md  thaiTi  her  tiatty  gttineas^l 
iiball  bat6  tb^  f^;bt  of  a  hflft%BkieB  ds 
hag  ai  I  ll¥^* 

ma  MMattA  smikd  «t  hw  mMdTs 
i9AMieMttess,do4ds  riiewM  noWdrantd, 
^ite  iMi^  leK««  hot,  «)d  aih  Miai  SiD> 

clair. 
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dent  iteseiiitiaakiild  dffice»>  wkATMy 
tikefabr  .fiv  tinr  iageamty  wUefa 
she  parried  Sophia's  questiott8<  I  heard 
a  eoMmta^coii^  oir  n^et  m  iatent^ 
tion,  betweeii  theix^  6ile  ch^y 
higUy  Netted  ma  Sog^  like  a  skil- 
fill gsaerU,  tried  All  aidtbods:  fintiiie 
thiwn'  in  a  feir  shelb  aitaixatimf  to 
make  d  doit,  and  Uind  fa*r;  then  she 
tried  to  sap  her  by  flskiify;  ftnd,  wa 
hrtt4tt«taptr  bad  recouneto  rta-atagtem,' 
by  ^ttdfldhig  to  kiM^  m<m  af  foot 
thtm  ske  r«aBy  But  My 
WAb  tt^d  M  i^l^'Hsli^  sttddd  her  gimni, 
and  came  off  victorious.  But  tom, 
idiefe  goeb  tbe  cUnunrAbe^  and  iheVe  is 

irii»i»td«ri^»  bekiad;  «o  fanny  dlumK 
dMB  1^  i^A«&(r  tkM  <h«  iMh  n0Mr 
fttr  kiMBif       ftdcb  il:** 

The 


mie  fAen^  yfmt  down  to  ikma^md 
ftMtfnd  ohly  Mrs.  WyVb,  who  wis  uri- 
mmUy  plmBont  aad  ditttijr^  as  doe  pre- 
sided at  «  table  whkh  waa  infiofitely 
otore  slenderly  fN^mded  than  usual;  but 
what  was  presented  was  exeeUmf  of  its 
kind.  Miss  Maitland  thought  so;  but 
Mrs.  Wylie  thought  some  apology  ne- 
cessary^  and  while  the  servant  placed 
the  fruit  upon  the  table,  said — You've 
had  but  a  wa£f  kind  o'  dinner  the  day ; 
but  the  reason  is,  that  the  mom  Mr. 
Wylie  has  asked  a'  the  heritors  p'  this 
place  about  settling  the  new  minister, 
or  something,  to  dine  here ;  and  it's  no 
easy  matter  to  mak  twa  dinners  run- 
ning; and  really,  Miss  Maitland,  ye're 
sae  easy  put  afF,  that  I  just  took  the  li- 
berty to  gie  what  I  had  ready." 

Miss  Maitland  took  this  speech^  as  it 

was 
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was  meant,  kindly.  The  evening  passed 
in  pleasant  chitchat;  and  when  Mrs. 
Wylie  withdrew  to  prepare  for  next 
day's  campaign,  Ehza  wrote  Miss  Clews, 
and  enclosing  the  money,  begged  she 
would  return  the  box  the  first  opportu- 
nity. 


CHAP- 


CTOIOBriY. 


ill 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Oh  !  fair  is  Annie's  fsice,  mother. 

And  white  is  Annie's  hand ; 
Oh  !  what's  the  matter,  my  son  Willie  ? 

For  she  has  na  a  foot  o'  land. 

Old  Song. 

MoKTHS  rolled  on  in  peace  and  tran- 
quillity; every  day  added  strength  to 
the  attachment  of  Eliza  and  Elinor. 
Mr.  Wylie  grew  wrary  of  bowing  and 
protesting  to  one  who  regarded  neither, 
and  went  back  to  his  usual  avocations. 
Sir  Patrick  was  slowly  recovering ;  but 
the  state  of  the  weather  was  such,  that 

Miss 


Miss  Maitland  had  been  litde  at  the 
castle.  Sophia  and  Miss  Clews,  were 
still  in  town ;  the  latter  had  sent  the  box, 
with  a  hinge  of  it  broken,  and  written 
to  Miss  Maitland,  with  an  awkward  at- 
tempt at  a  je^t  on  the  interest  she  took 
in  the  loves  of  William  and  Mary.  The 
jest  was  unheeded,  the  box  was  mend- 
ed, and  Molly,  with  many  thimks  for 
her  mistress'is  kindness,  vowed  she  should 
never  let  it  out  of  her  hand  again. 

It  was  now  the  month  of  April,  wh^n 
Mr^  Montgomerie  and  liady  Liunsdaine 
ealkd  at  Muirvenside  to  see  Miss  l^t- 
kmd,  and  put  ber  in  miod  of  her  pro- 
mise ta  micomfury  them  into  Devon- 
shiriEf^  Shr  Vutnck^  Was  now  able  to  walk 
about  a  Uttle^  but  thought  be  would  be 
gvtatly  better  if  be  had  ehaoDge  of  m 

Miss 
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Miss  MtJtlaiid  said  noibfaiiig  ^would 
gi^e  ha  more  pkASune  ihm  io  Moom^ 
ptnytihena^but  jhennuftfirat  hmr  v^ 
Mr.  Wylie  saodi  ta  this  Mkeme. 

^  You  ane  quite  right,  toy  loi^et^  said 
lady  liUittsdfdne;  ^4aid  that  you  xnay 
haire  call  4be  loutttar  properly  lainaQgfidt 
Jim  will  <ditie  with  usto-momm;  mA  1 
hope  Mr^  Wylie  will  be  pnevaibd  vifm 
to  accompmy  you." 

Mrs.  Wylie  undertook  to  let  bitt 
know  of  the  mvitatifm  when  lie  isime 
home. 

Befove  the  Jadfies  went  away,  JSIoior 
came  in,  and  it  was  with  teA  distoaas 
that  Elm  saw  the  cold  iand  alswMfc^tem 
manner  in  which  lady  liuasksdaine 
cetmed  her  compliaiento.  No..fio|joe 
was  taken  of  (next  jday!$  arramgements 
to  imd  it  nouB  itoo  eiddent  d«t  ibe 
was  purposely  ldft/oiKt.{tf  tko  fpaiiy. 

When 
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When  they  were  gone,  Eliza  could 
not  help  taking  notice  of  the  sudden 
alteration  of  lady  Lumsdaine's  manner. 
— She  is  a  proud,  haughty  woman;' 
said  Elinor.  I  see  how  it  is — she  still 
thinks  I  influence  her  son,  and  that  my 
aim  is  to  m^ke  .him  disobey  his  parents. 
God  knows  she  wrongs  me,  and  spums 
from  her  a  kind  heart,  which,  if  she 
despises,  she  shall  find  haughty  as  ber 
own." 

Be  calm,  my  dear  Elinor ;  trust  me, 
there  is  some  mistake,  some  false  inter- 
pretation. Henry's  absence,  his  mo- 
therms  coldness,  all  confirm  it  Lady 
Lumsdaine  is  not  a  weak  or  whimsical 
c^iaracter,  to  love  to-day  and  hate  to- 
morrow. I  know  she.  thought  bigWy 
erf  you  —  perhaps  does,  so  stilL  T^nie 
will:  unravel  this  and  other  things,  and 
we  shall:  aU  be.  happy,  yet** 

Thus 
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Thus  did  Eliza,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
kindness,  strive  to,  heal  the  wounded, 
fedings  of  her  fiiend,  who,  in  prc^r- 
ticm  that  she  felt  dependent,  was  doably 
hurt  at  any  unkindness,  particularly 
fh)m  those  whose  approbation  she  wish* 
ed  to  gaki. 

Early  next  forenoon,  sir  Patrick's  car* 
riage  was  sent  for  Miss  Maitland;  and 
as  Mr.  Wylie  could  not  go  so  early,  she 
begged  Elinor  to  accompany  her  so  far, 
which  she  did.  When  they  were  with-, 
in  a  mile  of  the  castle,  Elinor  begged- 
to  be  set  down. — "  I  would  not  wish  to 
put  it  in  their  power  to  a^  me  to  .go 
in." 

Eliza  smiled  at  her  f^tidiousness,  and 
bade  her.  farewell  till  next  day. 

She  had  the  kindest  r^ption  from; 
sir  Patrick  and  Ifdy  l^uQii^diQnQ;  ehe^ 

was 
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iiras  happy  to  see  the  old  gentleman  so 
and  fiiquiFed  v4iere  Mrs.  Mont- 
goBaerie  was  ? 

^9he  has  gcme  home  to-d»f;  she 
knew  1  would  not  weary  wijfc  you— eo 
'  has  taken  the  <^>portuiii(y  of  going  to 
the  cottage,  to  arrange  some  of  ber  Kttle 
matters.  I  expect  iier  tomorrow:* 

I  am  ^owy  I  have  driven  her  away,^ 
said  our  heroine. 

^*  I  dm\  say  (that,*'  rained  her  l«4y. 
ship ;  and  I  fancy  she  might  fcave  ar- 
ranged ^ny  iittle  matter  of  hers  ^one; 
but  €^e  takes  a  great  interest  in  these 
S^tAars,  end  ^has  some  'seheme  4n  her 
head  with  regard  to  them.** 

<^She  is  alt  benevolence  and  good 
sense,"  said  her  husband  ;  ^t^ltaitem 
(flan  4she  adic^t^  it  witi  be  «  -geodone 
^at,  ki^,  f  ahall  take  my  mdk^  u 
^  kmg 


CUEI08ITT.  il7,Z 

long  as  this  day  is  .  good,  and  before  Mr. 
Wylie  comes,  and  leave  you  for  an 
hour." 

^  You  would  have  a  dull  drive  to-day» 
ipy  dear.  I  had  once  some  thoughts  of 
coming  for  you,  but  waS  detained" 
.  am  sorry  you  did  not  oome^  ma- 
dam: I  had  no  reason  to  be  dull,  for 
Miss  Sindaif  came  almost  to  the  Castle 
with  me." 

And  why  did  not  she  come  in  ?  it 
is  a  long  walk  bade,  and  she  wpuld  have 
been  the  better  of  a  rest  and  a  lunch." 

Because,"  said  Miss  Maitland,  hesi« 
tating  as  she  spoke,  becaii^  she  thinks 
she  has,  in  some  way  or  otha*,  offended 
you,  and  till  she  knows  how,  she  can't 
intrude.". 

.  Jl^ady  LumiKUdne  appeared  a  good 
deal  agj^ed ;  her  CQmpressed  lips  and 
IHQL.  II.  L  erect 


efect  pasture  diewei  die  was  ofFmcM. 
Eiza  was  afraid  the^  had  'goBi&  tob  &r, 
and  from  her  anxiety  to  extricate  lira 
friend,  had  involved  herself; 

Afte^  a^Iong  ^pouse^  laich^r  Lumadaine^ 
turning  to  her  ^est,  satd^  in  a  grave 
but  'swert  t(Me  of  vcnee^^  Miss  Mdt- 
land,  the  subject  I  am  about  to  enter 
upon  is  BO  light  one^  «idf  lias  been^  mat* 
ter  of  deep  distress  to  me— I  mean  my 
son's  attachment  to  Miss  Sindair.  Situ- 
ated as  she  iS|  unlaiown»  friendless,  the 
dependMt  of  a  ms^  whoi  though-  now 
wealthy^  sprung  fttmi  nodlihg ;  and  shaU 
the  h&t  of  BhirgoWan^  mai^  sui^ia 
womttn-?-  Never;  if  ^  bib  teotheiy  c» 
lielp  It  P  He  shall  ney^  have  my  cM- 
sent  And  yet,"  continued  she,  vAUb  $r 
sigb»  eannoil  help  liidttg^  the  g^l, 
and  have  taken/ evtry  tnetfcoA^tb.absw 

tbiit 


tlMt  I  adauR  tnid  catawi  bet,  oonristent 
wid».  nqr  mn'*  hoooiir.  waA  m&(bf^l 
shooliMy^  did  adaMe  and  esteem;  fihr 
of  late  aame  droumfllnicea  have  tiaa- 
q^iaadt  tliat.  afawit.  aoake  me  waver  in 
n^f!  goad  opinion  oflier.  Sbewasfjght 
in:  ftdii^;  I  ma  diqiiaaaod  wilii  faer^I 
hnia^good  mwon,"' 

"  And  may  I  atk»  af  dear  madam* 
1»  wiMk  eiBcoBHtanaes  yoa  aUttde?  I 
aafr  oeBtain...4ithart  Itiiink^  I  shall  be 
able  ta  exculpate  MkKV  fimn  any  aoon* 
aatiim.  tbafc  cm  be  bmugiit  againat  tier/* 
^Ab»  mj  yomig  fiiend^  you  are 
ivBBB,  and  became  you  bave  no  wrong 
idam'.yMnBdC  imagine  none  in  olbem; 
biit,«inae  I  bdiere  you  do'  not  aA  my- 
reMom  ftom  name  corioflily^  and  as  yon 
htyeacMftiWBOMl  intatmt  in  the  dOi*- 
taiklshidlgifeatfaem. 

I.  a  ^  You 
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.  ^  You  are  aiirare^  that,  at  the  time 
sir  Patrick  was  seized,  Henry  was  writ* 
ten  for:  he  was  supposed  to  be  in  Edin* 
burgh.   When  two  days  elapsed  with* 
out  his  coming  or  sending  I  grew  seri- 
ously uneasyi  which  Miss  Clews  obsarv- 
iog,  said  I  had  better  send  to  Muir* 
venside,  as  no  doubt  Miss  Sinclair  could 
give  me  information  of  my  son's  mo- 
tions.  At  first  I  was  not  alarmed  at 
this,  as  I  knew,  in  some  female  bosoms,, 
spleen  can  go  a  great  way;  but  as  Henry 
did  not  still  come,  I  resdved  to  question 
Miss  Clews  as  to  her  information^  and 
was  told,  that  Henry  had  been  seen 
loitering  ui  the  dusk  near  Muirvenade, 
and  that  Miss  Sinclair  had  frequent 
meetings  with  Mm.   When  Henry  did 
come»  he  excused  himself  by  sirring  he 
had  been  south,  with  a  pMy  of  youi^ 
1.  /;  roen^ 
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men,  and  <£d  not  get  my  letter  till  his 
teturn,  when  he  had  posted  home  with 
4dl  speed.  While  sir  Patrick  was  so  ill, 
it  was  no  time  to  talk  ofsudi  a  subject  I 
watched  him  narrowly :  he  was  restless 
and  unhappy,  but  never  thought  of  go- 
ing to  Muirvenside;  and  when  his  Ei- 
ther one  day  proposed  that  he  should 
<2all  for  you,  he  put  it  off  with  some  ex-  . 
<nise.  While  I  was  meditating  in  what 
manner  I  should  break  the  subject  to 
him,  urgent  business  called  him  from 
home.  Now  that  his  father  was  better, 
I  own  I  did  not  regret  his  absence.  I 
saw,  by  his  remaining  here,  life  was  irk- 
some to  him,  and  I  rejcnced  to  thmk 
that  absence  might  weaken,  if  not  end, 
an  attachmient  which  could  only  be  pro- 
ductive of  misery  to  both  parties.  Judge 
Ihen  my  sorrow  when  I  was  told  that 
L  8  Henry 
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Henry  ^tift  tbe^okei^  tdJt  a  teat,  and 
riahded  aear  tfae       tcnivvr/  where  Ik 
Diet  Miss  :Sihdaki   It  wiuB  then  iit$s 
ixM  Ibat  y ou  aitexjttipMled 
Z  'could  not  allow  raysdf  Ho  drink  so  ; 
if  you  iefdly'  did  go,  9  wasr  mte  it'  itnist 
be  ffom  inhocdnoe  of  OMIias  Sfaiehur^s  mbI 
'ihotive^thKt  she  tmnrt,  m  soMe^  ^tafpe 
4irother,  javaSmpbsed  opon  you.  And 
Kidw,  my  yomig 'iriend,  you  have  the 
neaton  of  my  r^eoidnesa  to  Misa  £^or 
explained.  ^Hove  I  not'  cxose?  And 
yet  J  would  it  were  otiierwise !  for  no 
one  do  I  ever  meet  willi  that  I  would 
wiish  to  iHink.niore  h^My  of  than  this 
giri.   She  has  m  unoommon  mind,  and 
yet  I  cannot  rtecondle  vt  wiA'^wfatrt;  I 
have  told  ymu   1  twbuld  lAiink  it  ^fidse, 
were  not  my  testimony  ^atfong." 

Do,  my  dear  airadam,  give 'me  your 

authority : 


atltlioiTiy :  my  Mfe  for.  its  being  a  false- 

lAdy  LniBAdaine  snuled  and  'shook 
lier  i«d*«-^^  I  bne  .  no  hesitation  in 
giving  op  iny  authority :  Miss  Wylie 
'^iriaii'eytswHuess  too!  Yba  must  give 
np  yooriiiend,'' 

«  Never  r  sud  Elin,  the  evi- 

dence is  fiike.  I  Was  indeed  with  Eli- 
nor at  the  (M  towec  Tour  son  was 
not  tiiere.  l%ere.  was  nobody  bat  my 
firiend,  except  that  vile  eavesdropper, 
who  brought  this  ialse  information." — 
She  then  told  lady  Lumsdaine  the  ad- 
vmture  of  the  pocket^handkerchieft  and 
added— For  three  months  I  have  not 
been  an  hour  absent  from  Elmor*  In- 
stead of  meeting  your  son,  she  has  not 
evcfn  seen  him  by  diance.  Whra  he 
^was  last  at  home,  she  flattered  herself 
L  4  he 
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be  might  catt  for  and  she  migfal 
then  see  him;  and  I  must  not  say  hem 
disa^KMnted  she  was  when  he  did  not 
ooma  While  die  saw  and  admired  his 
scruples  as  a  son,  she  felt  his  absence  as 
one  jealous  of  thedecay  of  hisaflfectiona 
Do  not,  I  beseech  you,  my  honoured 
friend,  add  to  pocnr  Elinor^s  distresses, 
by  depriving  her  of  your  usual  kind 
attentions.  She  is  worthy  of  your  ,  re- 
gard ;  and  allow  me  to  say,  she  has  too 
much  pride  and  rectitude  of  feeling  to 
steal  into  any  one's  fiimily  without 
leave.*' 

This  was  said  with  rather  more  than 
usual  animation.  Lady  Lumsdaine 
started,  but  recovering  her  usual  man- 
ner, she  said—*'  I  admire  your  warmth 
of  friendship,  my  dear,  and  am  afraid 
you  will  be  thinking  what  I  feel  myself 

to 
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to  be»  a  very  suspicious  old  woman. 
From  what  you  say,  I  fear  I  have  be^n 
the  dupe  of  two  very  selfish  persons ;  but 
you  and  Miss  Sindiur  will,  I  hope,  par- 
don a  mother^s  care  for  an  only  son. 
N<me  of  you  can  understand  my  feel- 
ings, but  I  can  yours ;  and  to-morrow 
hope  you  will  convey  my  apologies  to 
this  amiable  girl,  whom  I  certainly  ad- 
mire and  sincerely  wish  to  make  my 
friend.   Alas !  she  never  can  be  more 

This  was  spoken  with  a  tremulous 
voice  and  a  moistened  eye.  Eliza  long- 
ed to  ask  wherefore?  but  there  was 
something  about  lady  Lumsdakie  that 
rather  repelled  inquiry;  and  besides,  she 
felt  she  had  no  right  to  pry  into  &mily- 
secrets. 

Here  comes  sir  Patrick  and  Mr.  Wy- 
lie,"  said  her  ladyship,  looking  from  the 

window : 


nHndow :  ^  ofme,  let  us  go  and  meet 

Th6  dAy.  WW  plauttndy  €pmt  ^ 
-Patriek  was  in  good  s^ts.  Lady 
Lumsdldn^^a  teind  was  Mli^<red  about 
son.  IMfta  fejoioed  ^  having  been 
ablo'to       the  character  of  her  fiiend 

Mr.  Wylie  was  the  only  person  at 
tri>Ie  whb  had  an  anxious  rnihd^  and  he 
was  too  oohiplaisant  to  let  it  appear. 
He  'did  not  like  the  idea  of  his  ward's 
living  him  so  long  as  the  proposed 
jaunt  to  Devonshire  would  occupy,  imd 
yet  could  htardly  object  to  it  Ere  she 
l^tum^,  she  would  be  nearly  of  age, 
and  th^n  all  authorhy  ended.  He  was 
a\^are  that  he  had  not  advanced  much 
in  her  good  graces,  but  hoped,  by  some 
lucky  strdke  or  other,  to  make  her  his 
fHiend;  but  if  she  left  Wm,  M  Was  at  an 

end. 
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^»d.  Altlidugh  he  da!rst  «tot  tey  ttuSh 
at  ^(ft^ht,  he  hqped  to  thtoW  soine  tdb- 
i^tade  hi  the  tvay  ofthis  jatmt.  To  ftdd 
to  hia  cliagrin,  he  fonnd,  upon  soundtog 
drPMrick,  fhat  he  was  ave^  to  the 
settlement  of  the  young  'cler^tttifn 
whorm  he  i^ik>pos^  to  succeed  pddr  doctor 
Dunbar.  Mr.  WyKe  had  always  c6h- 
aadered  sit*  Patrick  as  a  sort  of  dead  let- 
ter in  ^ese  icind  of  afibirs,  but  had 
been  sa:dly  d^ppointed  in  this  Case,  as 
Well  as  with  regard  to  his  ward's  affairs, 
in  which,  since  she  came  among  them, 
sir  Patrick  had  taken  a  very  great  inte- 
Test. 

The  re^ison  that  WyKe  was  so  misled 
in  the  character  of  his  brother-guardian 
was  this :  sir  Patrick  seldom  or  never 
trfxed  with  the  society  with  which 
Wylie  was  tnost  conversant ;  hence  he 

looked 
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looked  upon  him  as  a  proud,  haughty 
.man,  who,  vam  of  his  birth  and  iamily- 
honours,  would  think  it  quite  below  his 
dignity  to  look  after  the  aflSdrs  of  a 
ward;  but  in  that  he  found  he  was  veiy 
much  mistaken. 

It  was  agreed  that  Miss  Maitland 
should  stay  another  fortnight  at  Muir- 
venside,  before  she  came  to  the  castle  to 
prepare  for  the  projected  tour.  Mr. 
Wylie  left  them  before  supper,  where 
sir  Patrick,  in  conversation,  alluded  to 
Mr.  Oswald,  and  said  some  very  hand- 
some things  in^  his  praise.--^''  I  never 
saw  a  finer  young  man  with  such  exten- 
sive information,  and  so  modest  withal 
I  am  glad  my  Henry  has  such  a  firiend  ; 
but,  poor  i^llow !  he  has  got  into  diffi- 
eulties,  I  hear,  and  we  are  not  the  peo- 
ple to  help  him  014  of  them.** 

This 


cuaiosiTY.  22d 
ThilS  was  said  with  a  sigh.—- Come» 
come,  my  dear,  we  must  retire:  both 
you  and  our  ward  are  still  invalids.  I 
must  order  you  off.'* 

Sir  Patrick  then  affectionately  shook 
hands  with  Eliza,  who,  delighted  more 
and  more  with  her  kind  friends,  regret- 
ted she  had  to  leave  them  at  aU.  She 
sought  her  pillow  with  a  lighter  heart 
than  usual,  and  thought  how  she  would 
rejoice  her  friend  by  her  welcome  tidings 
of  lady  Lumsdaine's  kindness  and  friend- 
ship for  her. 

n 
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 CttkMitj,  thou  eUMi  fiend  I 

Who  coinei,  with  Meillhy  paoe. 
To  scan  thy  ndghboor^  worki,  and  Keal  hit  thoaghti , 
Ilien  Matter  them  abraad,  hy  wklemoathM  Fame, 
And  eaU  tt  paidme. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

*  Neither  htiwt  I— 
Drest  ifilDli  nor  mnrfiroomt  cbriooalj  btfert  Iubv 

Proceediag  still  with  mj  g^j  glUittenj 

At  all  the  ordinaries,  and  onlj  feared 

His  palate  should  degenerate,  not  his  maoaA^rt.*' ' 

.  •       '    '       ,j  '  '         t#  i   * »  , 

When  Miss  MaitiMid  retwmed  'toi 
Mukv^Mide,  she  tdld  l^inor  what  she 
hsd  heati  fl«tai  hAj  Lwmsibniie,  and  aiV' 
oiMmged^helr  to  peMeveitt  ifk$h*ttm^^ 
.'^Mtti.  B  line 


2  CURIOSITY* 

line  of  rectitude ;  and,  as  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  gain  the  consent  of  sir 
Patrick  or  lady  Lumsdaine,  not  to  make 
them  unhhpi^  kna  their  -son  undutiiiiL 
— It  is  hard,  no  doubt,  to  resist  the  | 
pleadings  of  one  to  whom  you  are  at- 
tached ;  but  try  it,  and  no  one  knows  . 
what  may  happen.  Already  lady  Lums-  ' 
daine  highly  esfeeeBas  5n>iiii;  and  if  you 
continue  steady,  if  not  her  daughter,  you 
will  be  her  fi^en4.^ 

Xhua  did  £Uw.tvy  ^  mmmgi^^  W  I 
friendi  *  She  wa^  mueh  riiodoed*  at  iXie 
meanness  and  duplicity  of  Sophia  and 

Mis»^Jl?J!rj?i,W^,b^^^^  9^ 
sured  of  it,  would  hardly  have  thought 

Mao  emiif^ciSfi^Uihimm  dfhkfm 

.--iviKior. 


Iwfy  i^wDidam^isigamit  hcil. : 

In  the  meafi|vllil#^  Toteft :  din /Higk 
aboat  thd  ntw  cleigyan^^  Wy^  piU 
tromsed  an  Edadbu^'^fltiideiit;^  ih.oonai^ 
panian  of  his  mie  oS  mbbm  iie 

o£  I^MAeiy' andjvnritily  aki^     imU  w 
birafidf,  asd  had  letis}]i{^faat)p|M)ttuni^^ 
of  paying  iquirt  to  the  iNUiimouMievfi^ 
mily ;  eackihe»fbte/of  wfaitthihe  A^ 
ed^  as  he  tlKMight«<9oofd  M  swt«Ueir 

Mi^  Wylie^  was  delighted  with  itdbi^ 
that  adtiftatil^  and  inieiiM  4ia4lMy 
often  •^ifl^Kid  ifp^^^  otibM^'Md^fi^aniilif 
iut(^f1iMk^hb«au^^  ^l^>0ba)^  of d]« 
kiftri^r.-  herilcriiB  he^  sucoeeded',  but^^li^ 

for  whom  thi»jilHd^ft|(l|«li4A  llia:^ 


4  CUEUWTYJ 

tnm.  Tiie3r  woe  not^:  bowieirer*  Vkdp 
to  succeed;  .fori  thexuMeiottn  m  ifhcm 
ftlDily  Grant  wa8».  happraed  to  bex)n 
the  opposite  sideof  politics  to  tliat  of  the 
patoon;  of  cdoMe  Une  interest^ was  lost 
•  Sir.Fatridc  Lutn^Klaine  seldoixt:  trou- 
bled himadf  abont  these:  unttets^'  as  hd 
was  of' a  dififer^t '  dMsimihi^^  bat;  at 
the  iostaDoeof.lady  IiitmsdaineandJff& 
MoBtgomcries^promised  tOAippppct  G^nt 
widifhe  IititeiiatereBt.be  bad!  •>    v.  ..; 

George  Wylie  canae  to  vf^ad  .»<'ftir 
w«fflf«{«fei)iQbie.;  /H»  bad  not  stniUed 

.rioit  S  c        "  TdeniUe, 


cnuosiTT.  '$ 
TdoftUfe^  r&lSier^  "pretty  toIenfUe,'' 
imsw6rediGeoige,  surveynig  his  portly 
"paumyath  great comjf^^ 
thinking,"  continued  he,  ^  to  go  and 
taste  socne  of  the  good  dieev  in  Loodon. 
I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Tom  Grab- 
stone;  yoa  know  he.  proposes  rekuniing 
here,  in  autumn^  to  be  married,  and  I 
was  to  have  goob  to  London  with  .tbem 
then,;  but  he  rather  wishes  me  to  oome 
now,  and  lye  dhall  ootoe  home  together. 
Have  you,  ,  or  my  mother,  any  pfcgec-* 
tions?*  .1 
Ncftie;,  J  have  i^one  in  the  world; 
and  I  dare  say  your  mother  can  have 
none  either;  butTU  talktoher*  I  agree 
with  Tom,  this  ia  the;  best  season  to  vi? 
dt  Loi^n:;  flj}  is  life  andsthr  just  now^ 
I  remembte,  when  I  salir  ItifiiM,  it  was 
in  the  month  of  JM ardh !  how  delighted  I 
I  BS  was  J 


1^  OTBSOtKTT. 

now-^yeti^  •  by ;  some  yww  it  ifffl- 1« 
gmitiy  chBttgedi .  Wbmido  y<m  propose 

^  lo^h  ftW'  dbys;  as  sibh  as  I  eaii^ar- 

^Atld/'  MiMfliuffttfaer,  ''tfnustwvite 
lettei^  df  intirodiietim  to  wsABofmyiM 
fiiend^  ;  yott  will  not  the  trcote  of 
thdr  ctfuiiteiiaiice  ift  a  (Strange*  1^ 

"^VUtr-  thist'  taUt  e^her,''  tteoiigfat 
Geo]^e>[i;t4)o^i^y  haij^tiat  adquir^  tbe 
'  mass  of  flesh  with  which  he  was  loadel^ 
Withont£f«qtteii««^^lk»libd  to^Obe  rales 
•    of  good^^atin^^  » 

Nailer  did'  ttiser  take  mott  ^i»iiis  to 
save  a^pennyj  or  tourer  e![»rt  mure  iage^ 
mnty 't0^  a-  mi^msii  ftom^  whom  he 
tr^  ^ithfaddi  tfwi>Oeo#ge.dld  to  i»dc6 
iuie  of  a  gooA  :^iiiner.       <  bad  «wb 

grand 


uffiofipciaed.tbfit  the  latter\af^t}iewprt>- 
pevbilm^iML  cliicen^t*  bimfratn  bis 

-glanA&difii^  .tlie.pravx>$t;;  and^fttiij:'^'^^ 
cmfimed  t;^  Im  nfotim^  UA^  of  ctek- 
Ing,  and  always  giving  George  a  t^ing 
^lAnjrlsavbttry  ienenel  %hatrMrM  geih'g. 
^  '^Ehurepieurimi  was  diflBeresbftoneiBrn^ 
aoii?s;..TU8  gdfitlBiiiaxI's^^fkBsaiie  oun^i^t- 
m  harihig'argood  (|iniii^;/  Dms  Vipfeaak 
well  diessSd^  mid.  ritetly  alranged^  with 
AietiS    two  io-parfoke^tbe^^ood  <:iiee#. 
JBfo  yhb>  riMy  a  sodiMble  diamcMr ;  but 
.Ckoi^waf-dMgstiwr^Slfirii^;.  provided 
lie  iraMatiafiefl»  Ad  inatter  how  the  i^l  of 
ihiB«6b^pArif  fired.  The  best  sedt^bythfe 
^re^tanft  tie  best  diflliai  taid4  wM  jure 
tQf  :fae  a|>pisc^riabed  by  him^ifipbsslbie* 
iMik  JBhidalid  was  sdoif^dbniptetely 
B  4  disgusted 


IB  ctmioinv. 
4]iagiitted  bf  W  ariii^ett,  tod  cid  iwt 
vegrefc  tkt  day  he  bide  tbeor  acBeo  fiv 
the  metropolis.  In  a  few  dfSfs  more  she 
^tras  to  lesf e  Elmor.  Had  she  fwl;  been« 
there,  die  mgxet  aft  pitrt»^£rot&  ^ior 
-mates  of  Miiinwi^  woukf  hara  been 
smalL 

.  lifiss  Mflitlaiid  foimd  it  a  harder  task 
4m '  %tr  fi^etings  than  she  was  awaro  of. 
When  she  cahie  to.faid  Elinor  fan^rd!, 
^though  dnily  ^  a  few  months  shfe  Mt 
an  anxious  ,  foreboding,  as  if  some  e^ 
liuBg  over  her  (HI  the  prospect  of  this  me- 
ditated  jomney.  They  parted  witti  mii* 
tualpromiseaof  panetiudcbnespoiidraee. 
-1  The  &w  days  which  Elisa  spent  st 
^the  castle  flew  rapidly.  Bbth  sir  PMxick 
«nd  hdy  Lktusdaine  werein  hi^-qphrits 
ab6ut  tfafe.  jaanl  Henry  iinis  to  in 
them'  in  £dinbttrgb«   Mrs.  Mbn%otne- 


tie  liad.a)fiiMt-:pKiiita^  .to«*MMfa^M^ 
4hem ;  iwt  Of^forlQtii.state  o£«l»  pcior 
DpnbM  iB^de  her  give  up  htt  jbten- 
Jkm^  that  she  mig^t  be  akimid  toi  giVfe 
Mvioe  ;or  piottetkm^  as  migllf  be  .rd- 
quirrd:;  «be  regrettedit  kssytealM.kiiev 
SUia  wotiU  add,  greatly  to  tke  o(Hnfi)vt 
;iiid  eBjoyment  of  her  old  fiiondt* 

The  iiiorDiDg.fixtd  ftc  llieirdqparfaae 
aniwed^;aDd  a  dear  ahy.  abd  Ungjbt  %un 
901910^  a  ftilr  :day  for. tise. tnreU^s. 
/Mr^  WyliQ  sf l£4ftvite4  tppeaiMl  at  the 
jN«*fef9tt^b^^ /^.tlM'' Jrt  he  fiie 
4W|;bti4QM.M  >1m4  in  atteatMPitoMs 
wwrd»  ia«d 'tJift.  doKii^iter  .of  hiaodealieat 
iu«d  b«[t,frie»d.~  .   .v    .  ; 

,  ,/i;hi8^  wiift.\v^sig#t7«||  far  a  ptfrtint^ 

them  down  as  worcU  -i^  tamatufss'Mbf 
X'.^l  B  5  good 


(10  4RnHU>n!m 
in«MteiMlUndiwtindlj«^ 

•hanu'  ]iii.MeiitgOMaiettM>fR»-1iiiaMk 
wad  .iwitod.  tiD  ith9  'C»«dcad»  .set  «C 
.■wliiab''  conmtai'  «f  .air  Pitimdtftr.  obmIi. 
and-fowv  »p»Mdi«e  wifli  IberaamMi^ 

.tiegww,  gitiahdMHS^j^iBad'iaiftidww;  but 

«Dd        4iUiig  MiMgiDg  to  wttdk 
wMinmr  to  taeni  gilfce^»iiiNli<iitiirt  ft?- 
wilyiiioacii  '  ♦ii>.«g|iajimtiteriiifc 
tOioD,  with  th^  ray  MUtip^^  iMl 

ylfwtmt  WTWificirit. 


•vmoiiiJiy.  u 

Ladl^&biMiiaiiie'UxMirt  fl^^ 
JilBrtiM>aghts,mttd«U4  nfasHrMluiagk. 
'l(ltjm.<*  We  oatoiMlr  thivelMerthsfita^ 
^  I  oqr  ratfdf  are  iieilWer.  ai»-a«mtlH 
li0t  «tfrlMnw  9bile^4u:«li»iii^  arid  lie 

ititras  tMytd  aee  tUaliadjrCuniMUnt 
tirtiiiiistakeii  tlteiinaeof^pkMiiie  wiA 
iviidt  Sfiai  sitfr^^d  thifereqlii^j^  for 
•«iM«fd0Mteiiipt. 

MhsMiadaiid  faasttmd  to«MM6  ber, 
tiMt  tfaar  ptcKht  mode  of  irtvalling  was 
iMMcttiarif  ^leAsantf  to  heiv:  *  the  imd 
a  bettd^  ())qportutRty  (tf  seeni^'tiie'coiMf. 
tt7 :  -  *  aifd(  it  »  iSL  new  tb  tM^iat  I  per- 
coipii^iiift  goin  Itae  <^^oiite' AiecliMi  fioHn 
tiiilivhiBhIditt&* 

4i^>  tiuxt  im  no  mtibn  mdhr  the 
b6  4>gnity 


IB  .QQBiOinnB* 
J6gt^  iiMBbfd  thttt  the  r8iolf^;.tut, 
4das!  tliit  Mmg  haidij  nd^  cxirti 
jfitanitiglfid  with  the  Englkfa,  whote 
/sbmmflrml .  kreUing  system  iperyadek 
«tt,  favd^r  sdeh  a  fiuofljr  aa  w  iBiittrifik 
Lumsdidne*!      to  be  fband,  bui^  in 
%obi».    The  high:  and  pure  flen8<^  of 
lAinoar^  onfep  ehetiahed  foy  tibe  geitc^ 
ind.i|fhpity  of  tfab  North,  '»hat  ftUfcig 
to  decay.  It  is  now  money ;  siobleiaiah- 
.ed!  desoent    unheard.  o£   Hie  r stMeli- 
mees  aitd'faautear  of  the  former,  agtt 
twere  fieyfaaps  a  Mlhig,  but;  it  was  a^iul- 
-ingtfaair'':laur^;toyh*tue'8«dde.^ 
\  (Dbv^^trayeUerft  reached  the  old.i^d 
ifbrmiNiy^sciebdated  town  of  Dtinfem- 
line  to  dinner.    Miss  Maitlaiid  inaStdb- 
iligh^^  Wffh  the  romantie:  sittuAictf  of 
^betifcmL  i  While  sir  Batricb  r^Ste^flB 
ilmy  lady  -  i,umMbrime .  accorfiprgMMid 
V'-\}o  <  her 
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hbr^tAfi  )af  maitoiiitt^^^thMld  Ipa* 
Jim  and.  catheAnilr ;  rand  i  ikdiile  dicing*  so, 
jrepeated  ioher  mnipfaubfa'^Ah^ 

0|i.  where  will  J  get  a.skielv  skipper,,  ' 
To  sail  tills  new  bark  of  mine  r' 

— 4^  5f.,7^  ^iif-.  //  t  '.{''V  /hil 

-  ThisWd^anft  dfn^^fe' 
li^Hted  *EHU"^''Sh6^  trai'  particulaflj^ 
Vtea^e*  ^h^Wat^s^r^ere  th^Sfebfe 
ladies- ki'fe^^ltf^MedVS  iboWiigfdt^ttfe 

retfirri'Af ^iiaif^l^isfiaii^  said  brothers— 

li  li.-jbniifj  oil;  Jji  /;T'|I.*/  '.j'SM 

Awaiting  for  their  ain  dear  lQtre%  _  f  • 
for  them  they  shall  see  ijae  mair.** 


it  is  tidthiiig  irejtefliliiij}  it  to  yw, 
my  dear,'' jidd  lady  Luttisd^infe;  ^'  when 
ydu  Mtiiri^,  Mi^']|[tNitg^  Nafiriy 
must  sing  it  to  you;  it-has  a  beautiful 
old  plaintive  dr." 

On  their  retiiffn,  ttey  fiMUidfailrrPatrick 
impatiently  W^ithlg  tei^  They 
reached  i^eeh's-fei^  in  jgood  time  for 
the  tide.  The  evening  was  delightful— 
the  sea  oalm  and  uBrufl^ — ^tfae  rude  and 
xtxky  shoce  was  reflected  from  the  Ixk 
Bom  of  the  deepi  and  .  oi^r  heroine  was 
amy  their  sail  was  so  «poii  epded. 
_  A  plqisaQt  d^i,v^  l^ght  them  to 
Edinburgh^  where^  at  the  prmdpal  inn, 
they  fmuid  Ileniy  1^ 
toalight   H^lMked'faie^  bdit  seemed 
ia  good  sf^tk 

What  remained  q£  like  eveniiig  was 

pleasandy 
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pleasantly  spent.  They  retired  at  an 
early  hour  to  recover  from  the  fatigues 
of  the  day. 


j::w?r  ilr.  *.o    .  -nU    -jc'i    J'*'  »  . 
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CHAPTER  II. 

<*Now  front  to  front  eacb  frowning  cfaampioii  standi^. 
And  poiset  high  in  air  bis  ndvene  hands." 

Two  days  were  spent  in  the  northern 
capital,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing: 
Miss  Maitland  what  was  most  worthy^ 
of  admiration,  and  paying  visits  to  some 
of  the  baronet's  old  friends. 

Eliza  was  never  weary  of  admiring 
the  fine  view  from  the  Calton  Hill  and 
Arthur's  Seat ;  and,,  indeed,  the  fine  si- 
tuation of  the  town,  she  thought,  had 
not  an  equals  although,  in  those  days,. 
&r  inferior  to  what  it  is  at  present 

Henry  was  anxious  to  point  out  all 
^'ikUJ  the 
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the  beauties  of  the  eotiionf^;:  «lA;4wd 
they^  remained  a  in<>»th,  they^  mottlfl 
have  tired^nor  thought  tb^r.tim^.  loijt,. 

They  proceeded  southward  Ijy  .  easy 
stagw. !       Gai&le  .Ui^y/i?«ii^f^ne4 
ow  day;  JJut  sa^  vrcffthy.x|f,|it^ 
ticm.   The  high  .aii4nwreow  :Vn4gi^  .oyi^ 
the  Edeu  ir^s  poipted  out  to iMjfHf,  Hl^ 
•land,  as  the  rspeq^  xnmyy^.M'W^y 
i>ay^  beti5wn:the  iiMit«hte(OiC 
ter  kingdoms,  hefqv«!  tbe/  fff 
.erowvis*  .  •  \     I  i'^      >  ;i  ;  ;  r 

The ;  weather  >  contimi^  ^4eMghtful^ 
jand  threiJ;;wedw  laftejriitlwyvjieft  bow 
ih0y. :  fotind  .themaditre s !  iul^  tib^;  Mmwt 
eily  of  Jgxeter,  so  Qi^tod  hm  tb^  aiKMms^ 
^tid.the  >reiy)iiiQs^,  cif,aJ^K^  stiU 
grace  the  uppi^.epdi^:^'!^  .iiiar? 
ik&  jHtmlyr.i^  jitmtt^  lot  a 
month  or  two^  ' if  thdy  «aiii4  'prPotite  # 

suitable 


"■OOBIOMRi?. 

iMyh'^  iSb^  &^nAgkt  6f  their  mvnd 
hM-'  Aettfly         :  fiitttti  kb^e  it  aHo- 

-eiaii'  Al^^'tfieib'  ^tt^*  d  >«i«lfltiig;!>4jntl  •  k 
^i^'fbl  dtMFV'bf^'OodHsei  tbe'hiiaibtr  <^ 

servants  of  sir  Patrick  were  unhnmew^ 
ibg^'i^^'  ho^iito&''of'<flltMK  uflKlldky 
mi^i  di^MkrT'  '^friiek 'WitiT'-tte  iuH^ 

»«to  <#-ilie>  aeHMiis,  bie  llii)Uj^hil''th«m 
poper  sttbjectB  jto^^y-ttfiP  a'  few>'tii(dn 

«>ld  eoatdnnm,  hfe  iiriccd  iiim  'wb^  ^ 

JDavie 
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'  •iI)wle;iakA  hiti mUhbhenafemt^J.  >. 

*'  Meanrrh«tiMpM<iIis>p^inij'«ii%^7ite 
^herinaAf«Bidnvesilii(  gnuid8b>t#F  "tod 

(Dflvie;;.^f'>}tv«i«  K'ari  lioa^  •yoiai|g6i^"<{ 

tkORiwy  of  )rour ':£}Qj^iBh-  .np^tii^jiliA 

l<^;0u^:(»ef'  Mitfae  first  8]^e<^, 
■.'ff'^il  coats 
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and  lahi^liipgjit  us  T  said  Sdiajithe  pos* 
tilion,  while  he  gair&rtlMcipMbec.nid^  a 
'^bKniJibn  imA^  :iim''3ta£gei1  -  It 
Iivii8««Mni  retarafed,  .mfithi  interest;  va&A 
the  wuiiteyiiikin.0pil«:b^^  ifmrt  'hitijlel. 
toiirr'Wa9!tttlbi6l(td  b^>^i3^^1^y]i»,.viM^ 
teiiti«idMt8bding  lhii(  ig«athff^,«ff;  the 
ioo«ivihe>6iusef>af;  tii0iitiput0,ififid»<fiii'  a 

enjoyed  it  mightily,  eheerin^ihefeeoair 
^^^!isitk4-MiBfim  Mitfwthi»  Sipoto  r 
'.rAtlthfir  fpQBkMnV  HisfDy/Linnadflm 
and  his  sei^ani.^i^^tfdrfthe  ;iti<t^aift 
,Whafe|  W9S  itheiil^$Miushm«tritabNM>]d 

fighting  witK4c4ii>¥8ll*<S)l»Qii«bii^}m* 
aanti  wJbiktrSarfi  Mm  hp|«]Miiitiit  the 

shouldeift 


J 


Tk^  dddp  wdnrjireatiy.i^Birisfe  pcbr  old* 
Daviei  ivhose  Iskimgtfi  ilirid  >kieari)r  fiir-;; 
saicenhiiii;''/i'  /-i,  j-^V:'-. 
'  ^  What  teddl,  mim^^  said  the  graoin» 
a  stout  Highlander,  ^and  will  I  see 
auld  Davi6  JDtordceed/^fofftfiipjr  j^^^ 
md  flyingvat  bis.'BntagK>diaft»'soori  put.an 
end  to  the  baMAe^^  b)r  ;pinttibg  him  up  to 
tibe  waU;o£;the  roiirt,  aidt  bade  htm  ask 
his  life;  while  his  master^SMrilh^iPi&e  diS* 
ficulty»  xssfciied  '  the-  Engtisbnibtv  fkom 
ike  ioceiised.  tibta,  :  ivfto:>li(id:.got  lum 
do«rn»  f»)dvWaB.di*ainoungiQli'bi$  earease, 
tb.  jkisibaHttV  btiiit«ati^Odd,:maister< 
Htticjrjait^fit  yiQuf>Ii/Ilyef feffbid,  XU: 
rio:atei)K>HitBl«gtf4R<;^  hutfliQaiMttarhear 
ywnia^drc^feftcb  ca'cNba  Wiggoii»  oor  i»y 
matitar  ^^khv  beggadgr  ^tet^atod  .h^ttd 
iftbfattidio  inUi^  pgr^^w^ttaii'd^. 


9K  cvtmunro 

ye'lL  <  no. .  ^oMle  ^  lirii  jQ(>aeKu  wi 
ooat^i  ini  hiug^.v^e  ipuebk  ^ttal  fwt 
dcifeWrakltUt  %9  (Bind  ye  Fife  ;" 
and  bestowing  a  hearty  kickr  dn.  i£& 
profitnite^  advers^ri^  indtiM'  ftokk  the 
drdei    'i  •  J,:m.!/;  -'^  i:  - 

''<Dei(  pike  iauiwdbicfaa;'  said  JOo* 
naM,  gif  >e'er  ib^SfLVH  sie  i  a  Mqi^ih;  kr bat 
gar>i:  ye  in^ddle  Twr|t  ydt(to:ibette^  ye 
gouk,  iuid  :^*i3et  hai»  tcidi  ntan*imglit 
beyowv&tlier?;'-  •  - ..  ^     o^i^  /• 

i  iBjr  tblatiai^  tno8t<of  ifche^gmUfmen 
of)ibbe^^U>hiuif^ftwa:iiirtuii^  the. 
nm«e  of  th^  bat^lQ,  and^iiad  coincDta^  0se 
wlteii was  tfafe^mattte^^md  if  iI^y^:Aad 
bein.te'iready  /tai!takfe:iari  MtoAt  .i|S(liis> 
aamsaAts/itiM'  drioct^  probable  ihe^islfvei 
woahl'bave5})9eii  Tenei«^  iqr  tbe^oaa- 
tera^  piurtieulari^  %i(  l^t  of  <^  ^ntm*. 
bef^  bad:llfefiva6eirQlp^y  iM  o€>lbai  af.: 

i'^/  ternooR 


t««iiKM>n  jtO[  JS%cc\mh  ?Fbfy.>iUoqfdfc 

Patrick   ai3i4  .  Wy  Jt<pnj84?i|»^),fiH^; . 

waft  4Mi>«i^b9(l  ipjnq*^     ^^sp. . 

Henry .  4«inwid  laim  %9[  *^y«  it:  ^  <n>ly 
been  »  ^m0fr/4in|^vt^e;.s^fvafft^  )f)xt. 
now  thfUti:  it:Wii|S(#/  9f^»  hf;  jfcq^l^^ie. 

sW>xtl4  l»i^>th§  vm  fame  qf  tl^:!^^?''^ 
rd,   Sijr  PaJ|j<4f;«{as  pisppi^-l^qth,  9(C  h^. 

more  so.   Taught  .;to^lf^,;fixt|j^,  her 

arders,  every  thing  belo^^j^igr.i^ 
<. State. 


cuRiosity.^ 
sfete.  •  To  'her,  tlieh,  swfaf  offensive 
speeches  aisi  prdvdked  the  quaird  would 
hstve'heen  gall  shA  bitterness.  ' 

To  pretrerit  such  akMid^nts  fdr^the'fitt- 
ture,  Henry  kp'pMed  himself  to  restore 
order  and  traifqtAUfty^  in^  which  good 
design -he' was  assisted  by  one  o£  the 
g^tliitteti  present^  who  had'^i^er  not 
applied  so  dfligently  to  his  cups,  or 
been  rrtore  iible  to  resist  the  potent 
draughts.  He  was  Master  to'the  Mow 
to  whom  Sam  had  giren  siii^h  a  drub- 
Mhg,  and  whom  he  thanked -  for  giving 
liis  servant  iudh  a  reproof. ' 

'The  strangei^  addressed  Hienry  very 
p61iidy*t  and  httving  learned  Ms  name 
and  qtcdity,  -  bagged '  be  woidd<  adti^it 
him  to  make  an  apology  for  ibis  £s- 
agreelOfle^affiilr. 

''''  1  tfm'iifhdd;'*  Add  iteefty,    my  A- 
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iher^iU  be  too  mudi  &tigued  to  see 
<x)mpaiij  to-night;  l^ut  to-morrow,  I 
dare  say,  he  will  be  most  happy  to  have 
that  pleasure  at  break&rt." 

I  shall  certainly  do  myself  that  ho- 
nour;** and  putting  his  card  into  Hen- 
ry*s  hand,  he  withdrew.  The  card  was 
inscribed,  The  honourable  Frederick 
Twyfori- 

^*  So,  an  earl's  son — ^wha  can  he  be?** 

So  saying,  he  sought  the  apartment 
where  his  father  and  mother  were;  and 
presenting  the  card,  told  them  as  much 
of  the  fracas  as  he  thou^t  fit  to  meet 
their  ears. 

Eliza  however  knew  it  from  the  be- 
ginning. It  so  happene4  tba^^  she  had 
been  stationed  at  a  window  in  another 
room,  and  heard  the  first  provocation 
given.   In  her  fir^  auiprtse  and  distress 

VOL.  III.  c  at 
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at  seeing  Uhvie  IBght,  she  tliooghit  ot 
alarmin'g  sir  Ihitrick;  Inrt  iiJb»giifflig 
this  \<rould  only  flo  harm,  she  totd  jtrsit 
dispatched  MoHy  to  entr^t  Hhe  land'- 
lord's  interference,  vihen  Hfenry  airived 
on  the  field  of  1)aftt!e. 

No  swK)iler  had  lady  LnmddMie  leak- 
ed at  the  card  her  son  pi^esented,  tban 
she  exclaimed,  while  a  smile  stole  over 
\\et  faee^^  A  isdn  df  the  eart  of  Min- 
liow,  one  <tf  ^Ke  oldest  of  my  ftfetids. 
tf  lie  Is  m  his  %ther,  his^dqiitdfttttiee 
Wn  tea  gredt  tt6qi/i«ildh*  *t6  us.  Do  | 
yon  rl^eod^f  €^|»tdih  ^vryford,  sir  5^- 
trick,  when  you  were  in  Franeb?" 

P^fecfly^Wai.^jy^r ;  'fee  IWrt^ed 
long  uh^  ybiflr  AlHe^  ^nd  ^  (be 
indrHeft  fbmg min i^dt  Ufid it 
is  a«0h  tirSiis'fhat  is  to^aliteti^ 

^  v.,  .  -tee 
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6ee  hitn.  '  I  r^oilect/'  x^ntikucd  the 
good  old  knight,  ^  that  a  great  numfaer 
of  us  went  out  to  hav«a  da3r's  hunting 
at  Fontamhleau ;  you  know  the  ab« 
surd  fashion  in  which  they  oonduct 
thek  hunting-parties  in  France.  We 
couki  not  think  of  acconunodating  our- 
selves  to  the  custom  of  Uie  countcy*  so 
made  our  appearance  at  the  jrendezTOus 
next  day,  all  aoooutred  in  the  Englidh 
jockey  fashion,  with  Engikh  hunt- 
ers. Twyford  was  an  uncommonly* 
handsome  man  for  his  mae;  he  wat 
not  tall,  but  admirably  prpportMned; 
imd  the  dress  he  then  woce  sbew^ 
bim  pff  to  the  greatest  advantage.  We 
did  not  hunt  much ;  the  ground  iWM 
«m&¥0iiisible  £>r  our  .method,  .and  our 
burses  oottld  ^ot  well  be  njanagedin  Uie 
^cksts  me  mere  oUi^ed  to  .imwrn- 
ca  We 
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We  met  in  a  small  plain  to  dinner, 
and  the  novelty  of  our  appearance  drew 
crowds  of  peasants  around  us.  To 
amuse  ourselves  and  them,  it  was  pro- 
posed we  should  have  a  trial  of  skill  at 
leaping.  We  all  tried — some  succeeded, 
others  did  not ;  but  Twy ford  beat  us  all. 
After  that»  we  took  it  into  our  heads  to 
exhibit  our  superior  horsemanship  to 
the  natives.  There  again  Twyford  out- 
shone us  all ;  he  was  complete  master  of 
the  equestrian  exercise,  and  went 
through  every  possible  noanoeuvre  of 
the  menage,  to  the  delight  of  the  spec* 
tators,  who  alternately  grinned,  shrug- 
ged, and  praised  the  handsome  English- 
man.*' 

Sir  Patrick,  ia  recounting  the  exploits 
of  his  youth,  forgot,  till  reminded  by 
his  w^,  that  it  . was  so  Jate,  and  that  he 

had 
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had  been  complaining  of  fatigue. — ^  I 
hope  young  Twyford  will  be  like  his^ 
father.   Is  he  handsome,  Henry  ?**  ; 

'^Indeed,  sir,**  said  his  son,  smiling, 
^*  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  his 
appearance — he  has  the  manners  and 
address  of  a  gentleman.** 

We  shall  see  to-morrow.  Good 
night,  my  dear  Miss  Maitland  I"* 

The  good  old  man  then  retired,  and 
the  party  separated. 

Henry  sent,  by  the  butler,  a  douceur 
to  the  fellow  that  had  got  his  ribs  so 
well  basted,  and  desired  Mitchell  to  give 
the  strange  servants  a  bowl  of  punch,  to 
make  them  friends — a  command  which 
was  readily  obeyed;  and  all  animosity 
was  drowned  in  a  capacious  punch- 
bowl, which  was  so  often  replenished, 
that  some  of  them  sought  no  other  bed 
c  3  than 
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Ilin.  tkeir  seaty,  or  tbe  flocnv  where  we 
shdl  teav^  tibem,  md  begici  another; 
chapter. 


CHAP- 
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«•  T6  mieke  jmr  sticeess  complete,  may  you  And  but  half 
.   y«ur  mwp  wiuij  ijv  tlioye  you  hure    work  oiii* 

Punctual  to  his  promise,  Mr.  Twyfori 
came  to  breakfast  next  morning,  and  was 
mostkmdly  recdved  by  the  knight  and 
his  lady..  He  had  too  much  good  sense 
and  politeness  to  advert  to  the  first  cause 
.of  the  quarrel,,  but  merely  mentioned  it 
as  the  means  of  procuring  him  his  pre- 
sent pleasure.  He  seemed  to  be  no 
stranger  to  the  nameof  Lumsdaine,  and 
said  he  had  often  heard  his  father  men- 
tion it  with  pleasure. 

c  4  Mr. 
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Mr,  TwyfbriTs  appearance  was  mther 
prepossessing!  his  face  had  that  open 
manliness  which  indicates  good  temper 
and  brareiy.  It  was  set  off  by  keen 
hazel  eyes,  and  a  set  of  teetifr  which  were 
unrivalled  in  whiteness.  His  person  was 
stout,  but  not  ill  made.  Thetout-enseiih' 
ble  was  pleasing;  one  would  not  say,. 

there  is  a  handsome  man,"  and  yet,  at 
first  sight,  he  seemed  so.  His  conversa^ 
tion  was  lively  and  spirited — ^his  general 
appeatfance  was  a  striking  contrast*  to 
that  of  Henry  Lumsdaine — tall,  and  his; 
figure  elegant^  while  his  naCmtdly-dark 
complexion  had  almost  acquired  a  sallow 
hue  from  ill  health  and  anxiety  of  min^ 
and  his  lack-lustre  eye  oflen  wandered 
over  the  company,  as  if  his  mind  were 
elsewhere.  Not  so  his  new  acquaintance. 
Prompt,  active,  and  attentive,  not  a 

word 
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word,  look,  or  gesture,  was  lost  upon 
him ;  and  wfaeift  introduced  to  MissMait- 
land,  he  paid  her  that  lii&rked  attention 
he  thought  due  to  her  sex  and  charms/  ' 

In  the  course  of  conversation,  Mr; 
Twyford  told  them,  he  was  then  on  a 
visit  to  an  unde,  who  livedin  the  neigh-> 
lKn]rhc)od ;  and  upon  being  told  that  sir 
Patrick  had  some  thoughts  of  •  taking  a 
house  in  tike  vicinity,  ofieredhis  services 
fo  assist  Renry  in  the  search. 

The  young  men  set  out  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  not  before  Twyford  had  ac<» 
cepted  an  invitation  of  returning  to  dim> 
fier. 

Their  walk  proved'  successfiir.  At 
dinner,  Henry  told  his  iather  hehad  seen 
a  house,  which  he  thought  would  exactly 
suit  them ;  and  next  day  it  was  settled 
that  sir  Patrick  and  the  ladies  should? 
take  a  ride,  and  see  it. 

c5  The 


The  tftcmocm  flemoi^y..  Timr 
vbifior  poases9^  tbiM;:  bofipy  and  equal 
flow  of  9pw^  w^ii^  makes  all  parties 
pleased^  and  tbat  tatent  ^versai^m. 
nrhtch  «aake9  a  trifling  aiilgact  mterqst- 
kig.  Sir  Pal^li  was  oanied  \wk  m 
fknciy  to  fii^  (Jaya  (rf  his  ycmths  and  for- 
got he  WW  a  H»rtyr  to  tb^gout;.  aq4  al- 
most a  cripple.  Xtady  XAiinsdahie  re^ 
jmced  that  an  «iQ}ent  attd  Ikxiquf^ 
able  family  a3  Twyford's  had  sneh  a 
p«Qim$fl90g  support^.  iEvfnHemy  shook 
c^hia  gravity,  md  ]biughed»,  and  abafiost 
envied  the  happy  spwrita  of  hw  QOi»p<i:r 
nion.  Eliza  thought  he  was  plea^Mtt 
^nou^if  1^  would  not  stMe  $0.-^*^  Yet 
how  unlihe  Oswald  Wheva  way-  hi( 
l^ntK  teit  fiw  wanner  ?  hw  voioo 

aoft,yet»ftillof«oina»a«d?  Biilth«r9 
,are  few-r-rfi  i  how  few  like  him  I  Never 
again  3hall  I  see  hi;  Q<j>ial  !*! 
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'  Such  were  her  feelings  a$  she  fcdlpwed 
lady  Lumsdaiiie  to  the.  drnwiDg^rootB^ 
where  they  were  soon  fidlowed  by  th« 
geutlraaen. 

Next  momiiig  proved  delightful,  end 
the  party,  including  Twylbl'd^.toolc  the 
road  to  Sunbury  Grovie*  It- wA^  flUo^ 
ed  nearly  four  miles  irom.Sx^eic  on  a 
emaU  riakig^grouAd,  whidi..€oiiiinitnded 
a  ^easmt  view  of  the  a^aoent  oeuntry; 
So  nmcb  was  lady  Lunisdaine  plestoed 
with  it,^  that  a  bargmn  waa^sQOlt^•truek; 
and  it  was  settled .  that  they:  ixa^t  «^ 
pmsesamtofitinftliMtdaya.  Xnithficri 
their  time  was  geniferatllj;  OGtmpied%iftdfi-l 
ing  aniuring,  aiad  Tjewiog/Aiiflmiiti!^^ 
acesi^  of  this  eounty.  ^      -  ^  .  .»    ^ ;[ 

There  were  many  fettiUes  of  rdistibcii 
tioa  in  the  eousty;  but  aa  none  ^Ittem 
acquainted  ;wilb  ^ir  Batricl^^lthfty 
c6  had 
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had  iH>  ocMhmunication  with  them:  for 
ladjr  Lumsdaine,  like  all  very  proud 
peo^e,  set  great  store  by  keeping  to  a 
limited  circle  of  friends;  and  unless  well 
certified  as  to  the  fair  £ime,  family-ho* 
n6urs,  anddistinotion,  of  those  who  might 
be  introduced  to  her,  did  not  condescend 
to  be  gracious^  to  them;  so  that,  amongst 
the  numerous  company  assembled  in 
that  g«y  dty,  they  were  quite  isolated, 
and  bad  no  visitors  but  Twyford  and  bis 
unde,  who,  being  unmarried,  could  not 
in  vite  the  ladies  to  his  house:  Had  Miss 
C^Ws  been  with  them,  great  would  have 
bMii  ibe  hardship  to  her ;  though  not  of 
a  mflf AWnlaithre  di^iositi  she 
liked  company,  particularly  such  as  could 
Jtobp  to  flatteir  heir. 

Miss  Maitland*s  gentle^  retiring,  and 
yidding  tiottspier  particubrly  suited  lady 

Lumsdaine, 


Lumsdaine,  who  was  rather  inclined  to 
command,  and  liked  to  keep  her  own 
circles  free  from  the  vulgar  herd  of  wo- 
menkind ;  yet  where  she  once  did  be- 
stow  her  friendship,  it  was  warm,  sin- 
cere, and  constant  Witness  Mrs»  Mont- 
gomerie,  to  whom,  at  all  times,  and  in 
every  season  of  adversity,  she  had  proved 
herself  most  fiiendly. 

It  was  not  loi^  before  the  family 
were  all  comfortably  settled  at  Sunbiiry; 
The  scenery  around  was  beautkuly  and 
lady  Lumsdaine  and  Miss  Maitland  never 
tired  rambling  in^  the  pleasdre--grounds. 
Mr.  Twyford  was  their  daily,  almost 
hourly  visitor.  Both  sir  Patrick  and  la«- 
dy  Liimsdakie  saw  with  pleasure  that 
the  beauty  of  tlieir  ward  had  made  an 
impression  oiv  this  young  man; 

£ii2a»  with  tliat  intuitive  feeling  to 

which 
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wkidi  most  WQflQen  are  alive  in  sucK 
cases,  saw  wbat  ocoasioned  Mr. .  Twyt 
ford's;  but  it  was  Bot  with  pleasure.  Stle 
almost  dreaded  the  iiici«asii^  power  he 
was  acquiring  over  the  mind  of  her  guar^ 
dian,  and  particularly  that  of  his  wife, 
without  whose  advice  sir  Patrick  seldom 
ventured .  to  propose  or  pufsae  any  plan 
of  consequence..  That  Miss  Maithnd 
waa  afrmd  some  proposal  wa&  about  to  be 
made  to  her,  may  be  seen  firom  a  letter 
to  Elitaor.. 


Swthury: 

"  HeiG  then  we  w^f.my  desv 
friendr  smugly  settle  in  a  ddigl^tful 
place ;  but  it  would  suit  y<»  lie<iter,ti|pan 
me^  asjyou  fcww  Ihwe  m^em^p^ 
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chant  for  old  castles  and  a  little  wild 
scenery.  You  would  admire  the  fine 
stretch  of  level  country,  adorned  in  eve* 
ry  quarter  with  gentlemen's  and  noble^ 
men's  seats,  and  finely  wooded*  I  wish 
I  liad  you  here,  for  more  reasons  than 
one. 

^*  I  have  few  or  no  adventures  to 
amuse  you  with,  except,  that  the  night 
on  which  we  arrived  at  £xeter,  our  ser- 
vants quarrelled  with  some  others  at  th^ 
inn,  and  a  battle-royal  ensued^  in  which 
old  Davie  bad  like  to  have  been  worst** 
ed,  if  his  yovi^  master  bad  not  resQued 
him.  In  consequence  of  this  fiNms,  we 
have  been  inti^ueed  to  a  Mr.  Twyfc»rd» 
9  young  man,  son  to  the  earl  of  Min- 
now. He  almost  lives  with  usw  He  is 
in  high  favour  with  sir  Patrick  and  lady 
Lumsdaine,^  who  weve  well  aequninked 

with 
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with  his  father  in  their  younger  daysi 
The  former  he  amuses  with  entertaiuing^ 
anecdotes  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world ;  with  the  other,  he  counts  genea- 
logies— an  accomplishment  in  which  he  is 
well  versed.  You  know  that  lady  Lums- 
daine*s  foible  is  family-pride.  I  always 
thought  she  had  a  little  of  it,  but  had  no 
idea  it  swayed  her  mind  so  much  as  I 
find  it  does.  Even  her  affections  bow 
to  it.  She  is  uniformTy  kind  to  me,  and 
I  have  been  a  good  deal  amused  to  find, 
that  she  considers  me  almost  a  plebeian 
by  my  mother's  side,  and  that  nothing 
but  ft  marriage  into  some  old  and  noble 
femily  can  wipe  out  this  stain.. 

It  seems  the  Pembertons  have  all 
been  thriving  merchants,  time  out  of 
mindv  and  can  iieither  count  lord'  nor 
knight  in  their  genealogical  tisee..  This 

idea 


cuftiositr.  41 

idea  has  taken  sudi  hold  of  the  lady, 
that  I  have  some  sort  of  presentiment, 
she  has  cast  her  eyes  on  Twyford  for  this 
purpose.  Laugh  at  me,  my  dear  Eli- 
nor, and  accuse  me  of  vanity  if  you  will ; 
but  I  cannot  help  feeling  the  gentleman 
would  have  no  objection,  his  attentions 
are  so  very  pointed ;  and  although  he 
is  not  one  who  is  naturally  over-com- 
placent to  the  ladies,  to  me  his  assiduities 
are  really  troublesome.  I  wish  I  may 
be  mistaken  in  my  surmise;  it  could 
only  be  productive  of  mischief,  if  such 
be  the  case. 

•*  I  am  sorry  to  say  Henry  is  looking 
very  thin.  1  dont  think  he  is  so  vio- 
lent an  admirer  of  the  Welshman  as  his 
parents.  There  is  rather  too  much  self- 
sufficiency  about  him;  and  besides,  I 
think  he  hinders  Henry  from  many  a 

solitary 
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solitary  wdk.  He  is  either  constantly 
with  himp,  oc  oontrives  to  have  him  en* 
gaged  m  parties,  whidbk  I  am  certain  be 
does  not  eii^ay,  if  one  may  judge  from 
the  dull  and  abstcacted  air  he  has  on  his 
return  £rom  them. 

*^  Do  write  me  aoon.  You  shaU  have 
morene\i^  in  my  next^Adien^" 


-  Thus  wrote  Eliza  to  her  friend ;  and 
so  far  she  was  right  with  n^;ard  to  Hend- 
ry, who  daily  felt  his  passion  for  Elinor 
increase,  and  was  equally^  sorry  to  find 
there  was  little  hope  of  obtaining  his  pa- 
rents' consent  to  his  marriage  with  her. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  either  did  not,  or 
w^uld  not,  see  her  son's  indifferent  state 
of  health  and  low  spirits — astonishing 

effect 


eflfecti^  {wide,  that  can  steel  the  heart  of 
a  parent  agjoiostthe  suffiarings  of  an  only 
and  deaHy-beloved  sm !  Heiuy  hknsdf 
was  astooished  at  his  mother^s  seemdng 
coldness.  There  were  times  when  he  re* 
solved  to  say,  that  life,  without  Elinor, 
was  not  worth  having ;  and  if  they  did 
not  consent,  he  would  forsake  his  coun- 
try. Again  he  thought  it  best  to  be 
quiet  for  some  time.  As  long  as  Miss 
Clews  was  kept  away,  and  nothing  said 
of  her,  he  was  relieved.  He  was  truly 
happy  that  Miss  Maitland  was  of  the 
party ;  a  third  person  prevented  disa- 
greeable family-scenes,  and  he  felt  to- 
wards her  the  affection  of  a  brother;  No 
wonder  then  he  was  not  a  favourite  of" 
Twyford's,  whose  bold  and  somewhat 
peremptory  character,  he  well  knew, 
would  never  suit  the  gentle  dispositions 

of 
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of  Eliza.  He  was  much  quicker-sighted 
as  to  character  and  designs  than  his  fa- 
ther, and.had  not  an  atom  of  that  famity- 
pride  for  which  his  mother  was  distin- 
guished. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  Lord  Primroee  bid  five  bandred.-  *  Six/  said  lady  Car- 
mine.— *  A  thoasand/  said  Ingot  tbe  nahub»  and 
down  weot  ills  hammer/' 

It  was  not  without  reason  that  Miss 
Maitland  apprehended  Mr.Twyford  had 
a  design  upon  her  affections.  After  he 
had  danced  attendance  for  some  weeks, 
the  proposal  was  made  i  but  in  so  for* 
mal,  and  at  the  same  time  so  self-suffi- 
cient a  manner,  that  Eliza  felt  more  hurt 
than  flattered  by  his  offer.  She  felt  too 
decided  a  partiality  for  Oswald  to  make 
her  hesitate  a  moment ;  and  according-- 
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ly,  in  the  most  polite,  but  at  the  same 
time  firm  manner,  she  assured  Twy- 
ford  she  could  not  encourage  his  ad- 
dresses. 

The  gentleman  heard  her  with  a  smile 
of  incredulity,  as  if  he  was  quite  aware 
that  this  was  the  first  answer  he  would 
receive.  Eliza  perceived  it,  and  by 
every  method  in  her  power  :tiied  to 
make  him  understand  she  was  in  earnest, 
and  would  not  change  her  determination 
in  his  favour.  This  ^be  did  not  effect  for 
some  days ;  but  when  Mr.  Twyfbrd  «iw 
that  she  never  appeared  when  he  called, 
and  sedulously  shunned  him  f4ien  he 
dined  there,  4he  vesstien  and  cfbagrin 
expressed  in  ins  looks  ^befwei  how  high 
tmd  ^rtain  his  'bopes  had  been^  and  kour 
proportionatefybitterbisdifiappeiirtnent 
But  it  wits  no&tbatkind^fhearfli^^Hef 

which 
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which  insensibly  preys  upon  the  mind, 
-and  often  softens  the  manners  of  the  suf- 
ferer. No;  there  was  passion,  and  a 
spice  of  wialice,  in  the  spaHcIe  of  the^eye, 
when  it  was  evident  his  -suit  was  in  Tain, 
During  all  this  time,  sir  Patrick  and 
lady  Lumsdaine  had  kept  quite  akx>f,  as 
if  they  did  not,  or  wouW  not,  see  w^hat 
was  going  on.  Eliza  felt  grateful  for 
their  silence  on  *he  sulject,  but  it  did 
not  last. 

On  the  evening  of  a  day,  in  which  Hiss 
Maitlfind  hai  pointedly  dedined  the  at- 
tentions and  attendance  of  Mr.  Twyford, 
lady  Lumsdaine  begged  to  see  her  a  few 
minutes  before  fifce  retired. 
'  Eliza  tremWed  as  she  followed  thfe 
niaid,  'dnd^  fdt  that  disagteeidbSe  sensa- 
tittn  ^periette^  by  those,  who*  for  tim 

quired 


46  CUBIOSITT. 

quired  into,  their  affections  scrutinized, 
and  probably  disapproved  of,  by  astnin- 
ger.  Eliza  liked  lady  Lumsdaine  very 
much ;  but  there  was  something  stately 
in  her  manner^  that  alike  forbade  un- 
bounded confidence,  or  any  degree  of 
sympathy  for  a  mind  such  as  £liza*s. 
She  saw  that  lady  Lumsdaine  was  p^- 
pared  for  an  admonitory  lecture,  and, 
seating  herself  patiently  awaited  ber 
commands. 

Miss  Maitland,"  began  her  ladyship, 
it  is  with  great  pain  that!  have  now  to 
state  myself  not  so  much  pleased  with 
your  conduct  as  I  could  wish.  You  will, 
no  doubt,  be  aware  that  I  mean  your  re^ 
jeetion  of  the  honourable  Mr.  Twyford 
— a  young  gentleman,  whose  connex- 
ions, high  birth,  and  accomplishments, 
entitle  him  to  any  lady  in  the  kingdom. 

Your 
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Year  t&UA  want  of  eonneidoM  on  one 
side  of  your  femity  makes  this  a  most 
eligible  match.  I  did  not  think,  nor  did 
I  wisb,  that  you  should  give  him  a  fa- 
Tounble  answer  at  the  yeiy  first.  Sueh 
a  thing  was  never  done  in  my  younger 
days ;  it  keeps  up  the  dignity  of  our  se«. 
But  you  have  rejected  him  at  once,  and 
by  sueli  pointed  negleet  and  forbidding 
looks  as  would  have  hurt  any  man^s 
feelings,  and  have  done  so  to  his.  I  need 
hardly  say  how  mueh  happiness  seeing 
you  settled  would  give  to  sir  Flatriek 
and  me,  and  that  we  equally  approve  of 
Mr.  Twyford,  as  we  are  sure  Mr.  Wjrife 
will  do ;  and,  I  as  your  friend,  and  one 
who  can  understand  the  various  and 
nice  feelings  of  a  young  woman  in  such 
a  ease,  beg  you  will  give  me  your  reason 
or  reasons  for  rejecting  a  man  of  Mr, 
VOL.  III.  D  Twyford*s 
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Twy  ford's  appearance.''  Eliza  only  sigh- 
«d  very  deeply,  as  if  afraid  to  trust  her 
voioe  with  an  answer.  Her  ladyship 
then  continued,  while  her  keen  eye  was 
fixed  on  the  blushing  face  of  her  hearer 
— Am  I  to  think  that  you  have  alrea- 
dy disposed  of  your  affections,  and  prob- 
ably promised  your  hand  and  fortune 
to  some  needy  wanderer  ?  But  1  wrong 
your  good  sense.  Do,  my  dear,"  soften- 
ing her  voice—^*  do  me  the  favour  to 
trust  me  as  a  friend,  and  a  kind  message 
toMr.  Twyford." 

Eliza,  with  more  than  her  usual  ani- 
mation, thanked  lady  Lumsdaine  for  the 
interest  she  took  in  her  concerns,  and  said 
. — My  hand  and  fortune  are  still  fie©, 
and  all  I  ask  for  the  present  is  to  keep 
them  so.  Our  affections  are  not  always 
in. our  own  power;  mine  are — ^that  is,'* 
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saidsfae^  deeply  Uushing,  "  mine  cannot 
be  given  to  Mr.  Twyford.  He  is,  I  dare 
say,  all  that  you  mention ;  but  I  cannot 
tbink  of  him  as  a  husband ;  and,  dear 
madam,  do,  if  you  please,  tell  him  sa 
It  is  indeed  most  unpleasant  for  me  to 
meet  him  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
I  cannot  even  be>  civil  to  him,  lest  it 
might  encourage  hopes  I  never  mean  to 
sanction." 

Lady  Lumsdaine  looked  offended; 
but  as  she  did  not  answer,  Miss  Maitland 
bade  her  good-night,  and  retired,  glad  to 
think,  however  disagreeable  the  task,  she 
had  at  last  put  an  end  to  Mr.  Twyford's 
solicitations. 

Next  morning,  Henry  told  his  father^ 
at  breakfast,  that  he  had  some  thoughts 
of  taking  a  tour  through  the  neighbour- 
hood with  Twyford,  and  a  few  more  of 
D  a  his 
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hift  friends.  Sir  Patrick  desired  Hin  hot 
to  stay  ki^,  tad  Eliza  congratidiited 
hwself  an  getting  rid  of  ker  lover  so  ea> 
sily,  ^d  Ipidced  forward  with  pleasmt 
to  next  week,  when  she  would  be  at  & 
berty.  Shfe  nev^  s^w  Mr.  Twyibid 
again;  he  only  made  short  calls,  and  she 
never  appeared. 

The  day  of  tk^  depajAure  at  last  ar« 
rived,  and  she  was  even  freed  (bom  that 
rertrainii.  Lady  Lnniadaine  was  unu- 
auaUy  grave;  but  £liaa  trusted  that 
time  cH[idattetttiiNi  would  sook^.  make  her 
nsfiujBe  her  lisual  m^ner  toivarda  bep< 

While  ea^oyin^  such  hopes,  she  ie« 
ceived  a  letter  from  Elinor,  the  eonteoii 
q£  whidi  interested  her  vcvy  much. 


MuirvenHde, 
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"  Mvirvenside. 
^  You  oannot  conceive,  my 
dear  Miss  Maidand,  how  happy  y6urs 
made  me.  I  am  rcgoiced  to  think  you 
are  all  so  comfortably  settied,  and  should 
like  much  to  be  with  you,  to  see  this  new 
acquaintance  of  yours — this  Welshman. 
I  am  afraid  he  will  not  he  content  with 
being  your  friend,  but  will  aspire  to 
smnetbing  higher-^your  love«  But  that 
nittst  not  be.  His  high  birth»  haughty 
maimer,  «id  hot  Wel^  temper,  will 
never  do  with  your  gentleness.  He  would 
suit  me  faeMer ;  so  do  contrive  to  bring 
him  home  iti  your  train^  that  I  may  have 
a  ofaatlce  for  IsSiau  You  know  I  have  a 
great  ambition  to  be  a  lady,  and  have 
reilty  akikost  as  much  pride  and  hauteur 
on  oooaskMs  as  lady  Lumsdaine  herself. 

D  S  Oh 
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Oh  that  these  were  the  days  of  fairies  or 
romance,  where  I  might  have  a  dianoe 
to  be  claimed  as  the  only  and  long-lost 
child  of  some  peerless  pmr,  who  had 
lands,  lordships,  and  livings  to  endow 
me  with!  But,  alas!  no.  Poor,  poor 
Elinor  Sinclair,  I  am  afraid  I  mast  re- 
main. A  truce  to  nonsense  at  present 
I  must  tell  you  of  a  diverting  scene 
which  occurred  yesterday. 

My  last  informed  you  of  the  arrival 
of  Miss  Clews  and  Sophia,  both  insuf- 
ferably conceited,  and  more  disagreeaUe 
than  ever.  The  Brandons  soon  follow* 
ed  them,  and  lady  Jemima  and  suite  ar- 
rived a  week  after.  Yesterday  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  roup  (sale  I  mean)  of  poor 
Dr.  Dunbar^s  furniture.  Now  do  not 
you  be  thinking  of  your  grand  sales  in 
XiOndori,  where  you  have  a  finie  room, 

and 
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and  seats  for  the  company ;  but  Imagine 
the  green  before  the  manse,  crowded  with 
cuantry  people,  the  smaller  articles  of 
fomitare  scattered  about,  the  house-door 
open,  and  every  one  goii^  and  coming 
through  the  rooms  at  pleasure,  to  view 
such  articles  of  furniture  as  are  too  bulky 
to  be  removed ;  the  auctioneer,  or  sales- 
man, exalted  on  a  table^  or  an  old  bar* 
rd,  with  his  back  to  a  window,  on  one 
side  of  which  sits  the  clerk* 

^  There  is  no  exhibition  whatever  that 
makes  one  so  mdandioly  as  that  of  a 
roup,  particularly  that  of  a  deigyman. 
To  see  those  things  dragged  out  to  pub- 
lic view,  which  constituted  Uie  pride  and 
fdeasure  of  the  owners,  and  to  think  that 
the  family  who  had  been  so  happy  with- 
in these  walls,  are  now,  as  it  were,  turn* 
ed  out  to  the  wide  world,  and  deprived 
D  4  of 
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of  ail  their  little  coiaforts  mhI  mmxH^ 
mstktBj  lA  very  dismd, 

Thmking  io  thifi  tray,  you  will  be 
sttiptifled  .  t|hat  I  should  go  to  mh^  a 
seme;  but  it  was  none  of  my  aeeking* 
There  was  some  particular  bed  that  Mrs. 
Wylie  wished  to  purdieiie ;  and  as  it 
was  equally,  impossible  to  txwt  Sophia 
or  Miss  Clews,  who  are  nevisr  asundev 
to  mek^  the  purchase,  and  equally  im- 
possible to  leare  the  dinner  to  the  cafe 
of  s^antSi  I  was  cho^  to^  make  what 
bargain  I  could;  4»d  really »  to  do  Mr& 
Wy lie  justice^  I  bdieve  8h6  meant  it  as 
a  great  compliment  to  my  taste,  and  she 
thou^t  the  OQimpany  might  amuse 

Away  tfaeh  we  went»  and  found  * 
gn^at  many  people  alre&dy  assembled. 
Mr.  Grant  wis  tbere^  wfao^  with  siib- 
diied  emotion  and  a  heary  heart,  saw 

the 
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th^plMe,  &  wliieb  he  hacls^ent  so  mmy 
happy  hofan,  abaut  to  be  stripped  of  its 
fumitql^,  Md  its  doiffii  shut  agaimt 
him.  Mrs.  Montgomerie  had,  with  her 
u^ual  kilidtieds^  taken  th«  cbfldreti 
h6m^  to  the  cottage  some  days  beforei 
Bikd  theb^  eldest  sister  joined  them  thit 

AtiMMig  the  At6t  thitigft  ^et  up  for 
sale,  weM  the  gs^en  uten^s  of  the 
boys :  they  tvere  put  up  nt  a  triie^  Mr. 
Cttmt  deetned  abMtt  t<^  iHd^  but  voice 
wB^  denied  hitt^.  IVom  the  impulse  of 
the  tnoment  I  did)  and  they  wei^knook^ 
ed  d&w«rCk>me.  Mr.iSmnt^seyeiftthank* 
ed  ihei  Md  hi  the  com^Gfe  of  the  day,  he 
&6pe^,  dated  t  hftd  6  pai-tientof  pup^^ 
fyc  ttieiS  BtCl^,  that  Itv^ldaSoW  him 
toMfpUk^tiiisethetn;.  Iguesisedhetraiited 
tftem  only  io  pt^ent  lo      boy^^  so  t 

•  '  D  5  commis- 
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commissioned  Grant  to  do  it  in  my 
name,  and  was  thanked  by  a  bow  and 
a  look  that  Miss  Dunbar  might  have 
envied. 

*^  I  had  long  lost  sight  of  Miss  Clews 
and  Sophia,  who,  I  rightly  conjectured, 
would  be  in  the  house,  tumbling  over 
the  linen,  &c.    It  was  a  scene  and  em- 
ployment too  congenial  to  their  minds 
to  be  overlooked.    I  nlade  my  way 
through  the  crowd,  attended  by  Gran^ 
who  had  become  my  squire.   We  found 
the  two  ladies  in  a  small  room,  with  Mrs» 
Brandon  and  some  other  l$die&  They 
Iiad  examined  all  the  pther  fumitmoeuif 
the  room,  arid  were  now  employed 
rummaging  %he  drawers  of  a  very  old-fa- 
shioned  oak  cabinet,  or  secretary^  as  if 
they  expected  some  prize  concealed;  and 
they  did  so ;  for,  on  opening  one  pf  the 

drawers, 
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dittwers,  they  discovered  Mme  loose  pft- 
pen.  Sophia  eagerly  snatched  one,  and 
unfolded  it  At  this  moment  Grant 
came  to  me,  with  a  face  of  terror^'  Stop 
her  I  for  God's  sake,  stop  her !  *tis  Ma- 
ry's— ^'tis  Miss  DuBfaar's  cabinet,  and 
these  Hnes  are^— — *  *Mine,'  he  would 
have  said,  but  was  prevmtedby  the  cry  of 
*  shame !  shame  I  for  shame,  ladies !'  and' 
the  lawyer  who  conducted  the  sale  step* 
ped  forward,  and  took  the  paper  from  So- 
phia, and,  with  great  coolness,  locked 
the  cabinet  before  the  astonished  pair, 
who  tbnsihad  their  curiosity  baulked, 

^Thda  key,'  said  the  lawyer,  putting 
it  in  his  piocket,  <  must  be  given  to  Miss 
Dunbar ;  these  papers  have  been  left  by 
mistake.  No  wonder  one  so^  yopng  had 
not  all  their  senses:  about  them  on  sudi 
a.  mouiaiful  occasion/  If  you,  ladies, 
B  6  wish 


60 '  CCKtOBnT^ 

wkk  to  bid  foe  (bit  pttc^of  Alt^trnv, 
it  dmU  be  up  for  yoa,  u  I.toppoBe 
ytm  iOe  nAMeA  tbat  it  is  ooiD]»iiM  in 
tlwiflskle/  ■ 

"  TlnH  Sxm  said  &  tneei^,  which 
we  all  enjd^»  €kttilt  defiglilfld 
r^ewd.  ife  pushed  fbrward  it>  the 
nun  of  ifWsqitiSy  mA  taking  His  aftii»  left 
tUenoomi 

•*  I  th«A  w«rtt  to  look  aft«r  tiw  b«d  I 
wfltft«d>  and  bought  it  As  Boon  »  poNi- 
bk^t»I  wiibsd  to  iMve a^acoe tbatoafy 
iiAdi»  nt«  M^MDefady, 

"  JTvttt  M  t  9«&  lAKKtt  to  go  iKxtKv  a 
faMV^ uboWtMT  {ttieV«!At«dttid^  sttd  I  bad 
ii«thhig>f<Mr  it  but  t»MiliifiviatotiKliouB^ 
a^'did  tb«  moAmemt  tod  awst  of  tte 

still  I  sAw  If IM  CI«TW  tfUkifHit 

somtmng  10  jgopblM»        In  «itiih, 

beckoned 
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b«elcoMd  tlie  cl«rk,  luidiiifiMdBaMiy  tte 
cabinet  i»«is  put  up  at  tb«  oiddiSMU  sum 
of  two  ]idund«i<^*'  Twd  ^ond«  mi'  uAd 
MiM  Ckws.  GittVit  not  thel-e,  and  I 
treuibled  for  the  desk  fUlin^  imo  the 
Mnds  (rf^  Miss  CIew«  ft>  chM]^  a«  I 
kn^W  it  was  nothing  but  fiialkw  «id  cti- 
riosity  thsit  tiJttipted  her  to  bSdv  I  v«n' 
tilled  On  tfal^6e  ^nd«.->^*  ThrM  ))<wii4» 
ten  shillings  mo^,'  s^ld  H»y  a»it{^mi«t. 
I  gi«w  k6«n,  atid  thought  of  you»  &nd 
bAdo  ott,  till  it  canto  the  length  of  teti 
guineas.  It  was  retilly  ah»«frd  to  go  t&it* 
ther,  and>  with  ti  agbt  I  ^nittei  Hio 
sMfe;  whilo  the  auctioneer  waii  §^1 
bAwfing-M*  Ten  pcmiA  ten  bid  for  a  ca- 
binet, i^th  fiBipitm  in  k-^en  pounife- 
wi\  the  last  teanr  due  bdN«  the 
hMSKM^  eocdd  ^feaeend  that  aeaM  tite 
bitfgluit»  A  voi^  behiitd  «tlled  eleV«fi! 

guineas; 
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gaineas.  I  looked  round;  it  was  not 
Grant ;  I  was  heartOj  rgoiced;  it  would, 
at  aU  events^be  dearer  if  the  hdress  did 
get  it.  The  eoqtest  ws^  renewed  more 
keenlj  than  ever,  and  at  kst  this  old  ca- 
binet waa  knocked  down  to  the  stranger 
at  the  lidicnlotts  snm  of  digjbteen  gtii- 
neaa.  *  Who  gets  it?'  said  the  derk^ 
takii^  the  pen  &om  his  ear. — '  Lady 
Jemima  Upton^'  and  her  ladyship  made 
h0r  way  through  the  crowd  to  the  {dace 
where  the  cabinet  wa& — *  RsLthet  a  neat 
pucdiase^  I  must  say^'  examining  it; 
'  but  it  is  quite  like  an  Irishwoman  to 
make  a  blind  baigaki.  But  where  is 
the  key»  that  I  may  see  the  hi»de  of  this 
w^nderfiil  albir?'  The  writer  thai  step- 
ped fon^rard,  and,  in^  a  mostxespectfttl 
manner,  told  her  ladyship  the  reason 
why  it,  was/lQcked.t^'  Very  well,  sir; 
.1  you 
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you  have  done  quite  right  ^ow  give 
the  key  to  your  derk,  and  make  him 
inclose  it  to  Miss  Dunbar  in  a  card, 
which  I  shaU  dictate.' 

This  was  no  sooner  said  than  done; 
and  the  groom  was  ordered  to  go  to  the 
cottage  with  it'  immediately.  Her  lady- 
ship then  indulged  herself  with  a  look 
at  the  disappointed  lady,  who  stX)od  swelU 
ing  with  anger  at  havjuag  the  prize 
wrested  'from  her  in  sueb  a  manner ; 
even  the  idea  that  she  had  been  saved 
from  throwing  eighteen  guineas  away 
on  a  thing  not  worth  five^  could  not 
bring  her  comfort.  Her  features^  at  na 
time  any  of  the  pleasantest,  were  acta* 
ally  distorted  with  passion,  Cpuld  any 
thkig  have  .ii^ded  ;jto  her  mortification^ 
it  migl^t  have  been,  bad  she.  observed 
the  provoking  smile  of  intelligenoe  with 
...  which 
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whkh  Uiffibjr  J^duifia  Bp^ogfcsed  fdr  b6> 
iAg  her  atltagidliisi  Like  iMst  Weak- 
minded  pe5pte,  Mks  Clew«  p^ys  graett 
regard  to  rank ;  so  that  Ah«  BfiMiMllecl  het 
hroiv,  BHd  ^eceked  IftdysW^^  ftpolo- 
gy;  but  th^i«  W»«  ft  BUlli^fi  dOgg^dnete 
in  her  iippearatitis  that  belted  her  trdrds 
and  ftssuttted  iook». '  t  wi^  Mi4.  Wylie 
had  ^  ft«r  fltoei  sbd  t^kt  she  cAft 
n^thtr  httigh*c#  (Syl ' 

'*  Mr*.  Motttg6n4erie  iis  i»  tli*  rfgftt 
ab6iM  Bidy'  j<6ttitfna  tTpton;  she  hi^  a 
godd  h«ti«l  »ftd  ^tttek  undenffc«tAd!bg,. 
hweve*  AjBceated  by*  cbtttett^  of  the 
rtJllipSngJri^iiH^,  andS<Wi(je«ni*S  rude 
imtitteFii  sVe  tiiftit::'  litidy  tiulttsdidfae  h 

aiat  Hie  ytttthg'  liidftfe  ^im  fert-ftot  ttie 
skt^  OflP  eti^dte  •  M  thty  Wiirtf  fifty 
y4tfrS«go..V''  '-  •  ■•'     •■    .  ■'  '       .  ••■ 
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It  is  repented  hBt6^  mdr  I  taelbve, 
idth  tome  ibundtftian,  that  isiAy  Jwtku 
ma  is  to  be  mamed  to  her  totnii^  lord 
Clonmel»  whenever  they  return  to  Lon- 
don, which  will  be  soon,  as  they  merely 
came  just  now  to  bid  farewell  to  North- 
field,  as  their  lease  of  it  is  out,  and  that 
it  may  be  prepared  for  you.  I  do  wish 
I  saw  you  fairly  settled  in  it ;  nothing 
would  give  me  such  pleasure.  But  I 
forget  this  long  letter  has  already  tired 
you.  Do  write  me  soon,  and  let  me 
know  how  you  come  on  with  your 
Welshman. — ^Adieu.'* 


Such  was  the  letter  of  Elinor  Sinclair. 
Miss  Maitland  was  well  amused  with 

the 
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the  aoobunJt  of  Miss  Clews'  disappoint- 
inent»  and  agreed  with  Elinor  in  think- 
ing wdl  of  Jemima's  heart. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


See  what  a  readjr  tongue  snspicion  hath ; 
He  that  but  fears  the  thing  he  doth  not  kooir^ 
Hatby  bj  instincty  knowledge  from  another^s  eje. 
That  what  he  feared  liath  chanced. 

Shakespeake. 

Time  insensibly  slipped  on ;  Henry  and 
Mr.  Twyford  had  returned  from  their 
tcmr;  the  latter  came  occanonally  to 
Sunbaiy,  and  bdbaved  to  Miss  Mait- 
land  with  a  kind  of  easy  indifference, 
which  an  obserrer  might  see  was  oeca* 
sioned  by  pique. 

While  at  breakfast  obe  day,  sir  Pa- 
trick 
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trick  desired  Henry  to  read  the  news- 
.paper,  which  the  servants  had  just 
brought. 

Henry  obeyed,  when,  after  reading  a 
variety  of  intelli^felic^,  be  began  a  para- 
graph  with — "  We  are  sorry  to  state 
the  loss  of  " 

"  What  r  said  his  father.  "  Read  on, 
Henry.    What  ntiakes  you  stop  ?** 

"  Only,  sir,  because  it  is  such  non- 
sense,"  muttered  Henry,  and  passed  on 
to  the  next  sentence. 

The  toU^  in  wlddi  this  was  pronoun- 
ced made  Miss  MfiddaUd  raise  her  eyes 
to  Henry.  She  was  astonished  at  the 
air  of  grtef  and^cdmteHnatilm  expr^sed 
in  it  ;  sfietremUed  iilsshelboked. 

Just  then- lady  littmsdanie  was  called 
out  of  the  room,  and  a  few  miqutes  after, 
Henry  followed. 

"Do, 


« Do.  roy  dewr  M  th^'  faiight, 
^<  re«d  $pvw.  more  c€  the  paper  m& 
Henry  is  off  already." 

JMfi^  Miiltltod  cose  toobqf  hifo»  liunk- 
kis  tbe;  jp^m  weM  at  the  <D|her  »id  of 
the  room ;  but,t]»e^  were  off.  Sbehird«- 
ly  had  voioe  to  teU  the  old  geBtjrtoian 
hi9.  wn  had  taken  tbem  witb  hisxi.  A. 
dreadful  apfi^emloii  ttikea  poflseti^ 
sion  of  Irar,  that'  that  paip&  toantmwsd 
some  dreadful  intelligence  about  Oswald. 
Henry's  looks,  faesitetion,  and  abrupt 
departure,  all  confirmed  it.  She  could 
liardly  support  her  trembfing  frame  to 
her  own  apM:tment.  She  was  afraid  of 
the  least  noise.  At  last  some  one  ap- 
proaebed^it  was  Molfy. 

^  Bless      mudam !  irre  you  iR?*^ 

^"^Skfe  a  Uitle  Qi>ly;  P^y  where  is 
lady  Lomedaine^nd  M*.  Henry- ?^ 

Lady 
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Lady  Lumsdaine  is  in  the  break* 
fast-fMurlour»  and  Mr.  Henry  is  in  his 
own  room.** 

Neatly  an  hour  passed  in  dreadful 
anxiety.  At  last  Molly  eame  in  with  a 
note — ^it  was  from  Henry. 

Oh,  God!  what  were  her  emotions! 
Was  Oswald  no  more  ?  Perhaps  he  was 
married.  At  last,  with  desperate  haste, 
she  tore  the  note  open.    It  ran  thus 


"  It  is  with  heartfelt  distress 
that  I  have  to  communicate  the  loss  of 
the  Queen  East  Indiaman,  in  which  our 
mutual  friend  Oswald  had  taken  his 
paiisage.  There  is  a  hope  that  he  is  still 
safe,  and  I  go  directly  to  London,  in  or- 
der  to  make  inquiry.   Rest  assured,  my 

d«r 
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dear  madam,  that  I  shall  let  you  know 
as  soon  as  possible,  should  I  hear  good 
tidings.  My  mother  knows  the  sad 
news;  to  her  care  I  commit  you.  Far- 
don  mistakes  from  a  half-distracted 
man." 


Eliza  saw  no  more  ;  she  shrieked, 
and  would  have  fallen,  had  not  Molly 
been  st  hand  to  support  her.  Ten  days 
she  was  nearly  insensible,  and  happy  was 
it  for  her  when  she  was  so ;  for,  when- 
ever she  recovered,  a  deep  and  settled 
gloom  took  possession  of  her  soul.  She 
had  lost  all  she  held  dear ;  life  had  no 
charms  for  her.  Thus  said  feeling  and 
affliction ;  but  reason  and  religion  bade 
her  be  comforted ;  she  bad  still  much  to 

live 
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ii<re  for.   Youth,  Kink,  foitiiiie>  fim, 

and  frimis^  tlitt  were  be&re  her. 

Sir  Patnek  and  lady  Lfumsdaiae  ^ 
equally  kipd  and  attentive  to  her.  They 
*raothed  and  cowokd  her ;  and  witlacxit 
ever  naming  the  cause  of  her  illness  and 
dejection,  fully  understood  it. 

When  she  had  recovered  the  first 
shock,  and  was  able  to  leave  her  room, 
lady  Lumsdaine  used  every  method  to 
divert  her  melancholy.  She  took  her 
out  every  forenoon  in  the  earriage ;  and 
the  fine  views  they  daily  witnessed, 
might  well  have  charmed  any  mind; 
but  Eliza*s  was  dull — ^beart,  mind,  bJH 
was  buried  with  Oswald. 

One  day,  that  kdy  Lumsdaine  was 
engaged,  Eliza  took  her  maid  with  i^- 
Their  drive  led  them  through  a  wil^ 
sequestered  glade.   The  scenery  was  so 

beauifoli 
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bMuttfti),  thill;  Mis$  Maitland  wiabed  to 
^f^pihlPf^itmS^i  abedesiredtb^coft^i. 
mm  40  fitpp,  9nd  w^it  h^r  jretvro.  Tail- 
ing Molly's  arm,  she  proceeded  up  a 
small  puthw^f,  Mrhidi  ted  to  fpn^  wt- 
tigl^f ;  &pngi  one  i)f  tb^  isw^d  th^ 
cries  of  a  person  seemingly  in  distil. 
ISiigm  f^t  int^^M,  and  di8|»at<^d  ii^r 
ii»id  iafonoation ;  Imt  she  W4s  /sa 
Igpg  in  rieappe^rlng*  that  MUys  Mainland 
wtsni;  ^c^ard  io  Hiquk^  the  eaufei  4Mod 
^terjjBg  ihe  «ot|;age»  saw  a  number  ^ 
women  surrounding  a  leradte,  in  whic^ 
WW  Md  the  lifeless  body  oi  a  cbiJdi. 
One  figure  abne  attracted  fAtmiion.  It 
yrm  a  youog  and  k^\xtii^^  woman*  who, 
with  despair  in  her  faoe  tfiarlws 
eyies,  koked  fit  Ube  eradlf,  wh^e  h» 
h^ds  un«otisei»iftslf  ^stretohod 
to  dasp  her  late  durliog. 
^L.  III.  E  ^Poor 
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•'Poor  thing!''  said  one  of  the  assist-* 
ants,  thou  hast  lost  thy  all !  thou  hast 
ane  sair  heart  o'  thine  ain !  Poor  wench  ? 
I  pity  thee  r 

Eliza  now  pressed  forward,  and  in- 
quired the  particulars  of  this  mournful 
5cene. 

She  was  informed  by  the  old  woman, 
that  Sue  Jenkins,  the  afflicted  parent, 
had  long  been  courted  by  Tom  Hinks, 
a  soldier — that  her  father  would  not  con* 
sent  to  this  marriage  till  last  year,  when, 
on  condition  that  Tom  would  not  go 
abroad  again,  he  consented  to  the  marri« 
age,  and  gave  them  this  cottage  and  a  lit- 
tle ground.  For  some  months  after  they 
vfkre  Hiarried,  all  went  well  ;  but  some 
comrades  of  Tom's  coming  in  the  way, 
and'then  bis  ^tpmanding  officer  calling 
upon  him,  put  war  into  hi$  bead.  He 
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was  oft  away  at  the  public-house  with 
soldiers ;  and  when  her  father  spoke  td 
him,  it  only  made  him  worse ;  so  at  las^ 
he  set  off  to  his  old  regiment*  leaving 
a  few  lines  to  Susan,  who  had  nearly 
gone  distracted  at  his  forsaking  her.: 
Her  &ther  and  all  her  friends  were  angry 
at  her ;  but,  poor  woman !  she  cared  not ;: 
her  heart  was  almost  broken. 

She  was  soon  after  delivered, of  this 
ton,  and,  with  her  neighbours'  fayelp,  did 
well,  and  hoped  soon  to  see  Tons  r^ura 
to  her — ^'But,  well-arday!  that  time 
never  came,"  said  her  kindly  neighbour.: 
"  Tis  a  week  past  yesterday  sinoe  she 
heard  poor  Tom  was  killed,  and  since 
that  time  has  never  held  up  her  h«a4 
The  poor  baby  took  ill,  and,  gndoally: 
growing  worse,  died  about  an  hourjigo ; 
but  she  hardly  knows  it,  so  stupified  is: 
she.^' 

E  a  When 
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When  tbiB  vdotkci  was  ended,  Mu8 
Maklaiid  took  the  old  woman  adde,  and 
gavae  her  some  money  and  her  address— 
diargod  her  to  take  all  care  of  the  poor 
woman,  4aid  come  to  her  if  she  wanted 
move. 

'"'  I^iee  beest  some  angd,  I  tfaiidc!* 
aa&d  dame  Hnmplnreys,  as  she  K-^enter- 
ed  the  cottage. 

Aiid  what  thought  £lka  ?  She  con- 
dmed  herself  as  one  who  had  misused 
the  gifts  mf^  Diyine  Oivier,;and  tboui^ 
henielf  hardly  dealt  with,  beeawe  fihe 
had  lost  the  man  .  her  affections  vese 
placed  oh;  Imt  faei^  was  one  who  had 
been  hmeit.of  hiuehmid,  child,  mid wxrUU 
Ly  gaods-p-^wfho  had  saerifiosd  and  lost 
ailt^  the -sake  of  lam  shek)Tied;  and 
oonJd  MiESL  then  complain?  w>i 
From  4ibat  moment  she  reeohmd  to  Hat 

mots 
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more  heradf,  mdaet  theport  of  a  person 
entrusted  by  tbe  Heavenly  Father  of  all 
with  wealth  and  power;  and  shall  I 
not  use  it  to  his  glory^  and  the  good  of 
his  children?"  From  that  moment  £U* 
za  repined  not;  she  saw  but  in  her  lot 
what  befell  thousands  around  her,  un* 
ssded  by  friends,  rank,  and  aflSkienee,  all 
of  whodi  she  possessed. 

She  told  the  story  of  her  forenoon's 
ride  to  lady  Lumsdaine^  who  soon  vi- 
sitied  tbe  mourner. 

They  &und  her  reeovere^  but  only 
to  a  sense  o£  her  loss.  Miss  Maitland 
&lt  for  and  pitied  her;  and  to  mitigate 
her  sufferings  as  much  as  possible,  sent 
for  her  &tber,  and  brought  about  a  re* 
conciliation.  She  afterwards  bought  the 
oottage  and  ground  adjacent,  and  gave 
it  Susan,  that  she  might,  not  be  obliged 
£  S  to 
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to  work  but  when  she  chose,  or  be  a  slave 
to  her  tyrannical  relatioiis. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  rgoioed  to  see  Miss 
Maitland  recover  her  wonted  serenity; 
and  by  every  means  in  her  power  strove 
to  make  her  happy.  Henry  was  daily 
expected,  and  it  was  proposed,  when 
he  returned,  to  take  leave  of  Ex^;er. 
Mr.  Twyford  still  visited  them,  and  ap 
peared  as  if  he  wished  to  accompany 
them  in  their  excursion. 

Henry  at  last  arrived.  He  had  heard 
nothing  farther  of  the  fate  of  his  friend. 
There  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  Indiaman  had  gone  to  the  bottom 
with  all  on  board.  He  met  Eliza  with 
affection  and  kindness,  such  as  a  brother 
would  shew  towards  an  only  and  wellt 
beloved  sister.  Sir  Patrick  was  anxious 
to  set  out   For  four  weeks  they  visited 

the 
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ike  neighbouring  counties,  and  saw  all 
that  was  remarkable  in  them. 

While  on  their  return  to  Exeter,  one 
of  the  wheels  of  the  carriage  broke,  which 
obliged  them  to  alight,  and  send  one  of 
the  servants  to  the  nearest  town  for  an- 
other carriage. 

Eliza  and  Henry  w^ent  a  little  way 
forward  to  take  a  view  of  a  gentleman's 
seat,  which  appeared  near  the  place 
where  the  accident  happened.  It  was 
a  modern  and  very  handsome  building, 
finely  situated  in  a  noble  park. 

•*  I  wonder  to  whom  it  belongs,**  said 
Henry.  "  Here  comes  a  sportsman — I 
^hall  inquire  of  him."  But  how  great 
was  his  surprise  when  the  gentleman 
called  to  him  by  name,  and  said  he  was 
happy  to  see  him  in  Devonshire. — "  Cor 
loael  Clinton,  this  is  a  most  unexpected 
;        :  E  4  meeting; 


meeting;  tire  wei^e  jast  adnoirfng  tlie 
fine  situation  of  this  house ;  perhaps  yon 
rh2ty  be  able  to  inform  us  to  whom  it 
belongs,  and  what  the  name  hJ* 

•*  I  rather  think  I  can,**  said  the  cofo- 
nel,  smiling.  "  The  name  is  Dartfield 
Park,  and  it  belongs  to  one  who  will  be 
most  happy  to  dor  the  honoilr^  ef  it  for 
you,"  bowing  to  Miss  Maitland;  "so, 
if  you  please,  allow  me  to  conduct  yon, 
and  tell  me  how  you  baippen  to  be  W£ilk- 
inghefe?" 

Henry  then  told  him  of  their  acei- 
dent.  They  all  went  baek  td  sir  Pa- 
trick's, and  in  a  very  short  time  the 
whole  family  was  in  the  saloon  of  DittU 
field  Lodge,  where  the  bod(>i£ttbte  owA^ 
strove,  by  every  method  in  his  poWef>td 
make  them  comfortable* 

He  was  slightly  dcqu^iiited  with  silr 

Patrick 


CVElQSITTs  St 

Patrkkattdk^Lunudttne;  witkB^n- 
ry  he  bad  often  tnet ;  to  Mias  Mmtland 
he  had  never  befofe  been  properly  intn>« 
dneed,  and  he  now  ixjoioed  at  the  ohaoee 
that  threw  in  his  way  one  with  T^hom 
he  longed  to  be  better  acqpiainted^  for 
the  sake  of  that  sister  she  so  much  re- 
scaibled«  Nor  had  the  likeness  6ism* 
nisfaed  since  he  saw  herin  Scotland ;  she 
was  stall  more,  if  possible^  he  though 
lUce^  and  the  tone  dTher Toice  made  Um 
start,  so  much  did  it  remind  him  of  his- 
early  days. 

.  Sokindandattentiv^AndcSomu^of 
the  gentleman,  was  the  ooUmel,  that  kdy 
Liumsdune  consented,  with  more  ease 
timn  her  usuidlyJiaoghty  manners  al«* 
Ivwed,  to  stay  all  night  at  DartfieM,  and 
the  earriage  wonid  then  be  ma  state  to 
foafaie  them  to  pisrsne  their  joamey. 

£  S  This 
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-  This  was  pleasant  news  to  the  rest  oC 
fhe  party,  partieUlarlj  E^za,  who  wish-f 
ed  much  to  have  a  better  and  nearer 
view  of  the  place,  and  who,  besides,  was* 
delighted  witli  the  colonefs  firank,  fiiend- 
ly,  and  pdite  manners.  • 
*  While  the  ladies  were  arranging  their 
dresses  for  dinner,  the  colonel  mention-* 
ed  to  the  gentlemen  the  extraordinary 
Ukeness  between  Miss  Maitland  and  his 
late  sister,  shortly  repeating  the  pard- 
eulains'of  her  &te,  as  he  formerly  did  to 
Mrs.  Brandon. 

'^i'  Sir  Patrick  thought  it  a  most  extra- 
ordinary story,  and  Henry  only  sighed.  ' 
'  'VThat  you.  may  not  think  me  the 
slave  of  fancy,  come  this  way,  and  judge 
foTiyoiirself  and  opening  the  door  o£ 
»,SBiaU  ;breaikfflbtparlour,  pointed  to  the 
portcdt  of '^a  young  lady,  .which  hung) 
kl:  "i  i  a     "  over 
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over  the  chimney.—**  Look  tliere~am 
I  wixxig  ?  Th&t  is  my  sister's  picture; 
taken  just  heforershe  left  home/' 

It  was  certainly  excessively  like  Miss 
MaitlaDd.-  The*  ladies  joined  them,  while 
they  were  still  looking  at  it  Lady 
Litmsdaine  saw  it  at  once,  and  Eliza  . 
^oujd  liave  been  more  surprised,  bad 
she  riot  been  told  by  Mrs.  Brandon  what 
the  colonel  Iiad  formerly  said.  Instead 
of  diminishing,  the  likeness  seemed  more 
complete^  now  that  they  were  seen  to- 
gether; save  that  the  headdress  was  ^ 
4^rent, '^and  .  the  hair  of  the  picture  si 
shade  darker  than  Elizisi^s,  no  .one  could 
have  Uioitght  but  the  incture  was  done 
for  hdr~tkej  same  j^nsive  cast  of  fea« 
4fi];e8j;thesame  gentloiessof  expression^ 
>and  ddicacyidrcGmplexion. 

^  This  is  most  wonderful  ^udd  lady 
•    .  0  I  E  6  Lums^ 
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Lvm«dH<ie»  in  8h«  altcm«Mfy  gtaed  «t 
tlra  ^icttti«  and  E^a.   «  Phiy,  vqr  im^ 
are  you  Mure  thik  yod  are  wf  Mlatien  «f 
cdotielClultott's?'' 

"  I  shotdd  tftiak  not  MBdimr  tedd 
EKmI,  blttibing.  *'  My  lllothat  had  only 
.  md  Ibrbtberi  who  wag  loet  wHh  binv  and 
I  ileVar  heard  ngr  gn««hn«tii*  s^eak 
«f  any  tvlatiDns  I  hadt  and  of  my  ft» 
tfae/t  koudsk  I  falvre  beiftn  tolcl»  I  ita  the 
only  Mrrivor  " 

«*  You  are  right  theM;  bwt, Oatoaelt'' 
reduaaed  hel*  ladyships  "an  you  dure 
you  ato  no  way  contledted  wifh  thePeni* 
Urtom?  Thkik  it  liktkk" 

**  I  wooM  think  Idbg  Mo^gh,"  md 
th)  (Joiotieli  miling;  **  if  it  trouM  iaaiM 
dw  iriatadk  even  in  •  distant  dcgroa^M 
Miss  Maitland.  Bal  this  IHRcMai  ii 
atvftly  KddimtaL" 

**  I  cannot 
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*<  I  eateibt  tfaidk  to^"  said  kd^  LwfM*^ 
flame^  ^drid  ye*  i  rtm  paszled  to  ae> 
dOtint  for  it" 

Dinilof  waBtlnBannouatxd;  mdifae 
cokael  ^vii^  his  arm  to  lady  LuaK^ 
Aunv«  led  ller  into  the  diniiigt^ooar, 
where  a  pientifkl  and  dcgant  rtpad;  Was 
prepaved  fdir  ih6in« 

The  erening  passed  didigfatfiiUy.  It 
\ras  now  the  tnonth  of  A«^;iist»  add  (bis 
was  the  vary  guden  of  Eiq^anO.  Tb* 
osidtteA  had  spalvd  lio  n£pehbe  in  laying 
out  his  ^idtes  and  hothtmsd*;  and 
after  dlnnei*,  the  dessert  whash  was  pra«^ 
^ied  MaiMta  Had  ddighted  the 
adtapanyv 

Neat!  liaraKilih  tticlr  iMfepHMIe  UohU 
loid  toefc  them  raund  his  Mtsilsiye  gidp. 
dcMB  Ibd  shtobbMofc 

Before  tb(tf  fBttKl^  MtiFatAskheggstil 

he 


s 
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CHAPTER  Vt 

I  fbdt^p  fbV  tllillkilig  «f  toy  toMK  fsy  limiMi 
ftad  ray  chaatvieii;  th«  taM  of  dothe*  I  diooM  be 
presented  in  distracted  me  for  a  week;  and  wbetber 
I  should  be  married  in  white  or  lilac  gave  me  the 
most  cruel  anxiety.  Cowley. 

A  LETTER  from  Elinor  was  the  first 
thing  that  greeted  Miss  Maitland's  sight 
when  she  afighted.  After  inquiring 
affectionately  after  her  firiend's  health, 
she  proceeded,  in  her  usual  style,.to  give 
an  account  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
Muirvenside, — You  have  lost  a  great 
deal  of  amusement  by  your  absence  at 

this 
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HaaA  time*  I  ought  to  have  msWend 
your  last  sooner  i  biii  jovt  will  exene 
me,  when  I  tell  you  that  we  have  haA  a 
Qiarriage  With  tis^    Mis9  Wylid  is  now 

ceremony  wiaB 
performed  yesterday^  aftet  a  month  of 
bustle  dud  confcnion^  I  tan  umiicb  afituol 
that  Mn.  Wylie  will  Uy  hersdf  op  by 
the  fiitigue  aitd  anxiety  she  has  utider- 
gote^  ximdi  more  than  the  bride,  whA 
todk  it  sofficdentty  c6v\  wbose  only  anxt- 
^y  wasf  idKiut  dress ;  andlTerilybeUev^ 
she  thongUt  no  farther  about  her  hws^ 
hatidtd  bei  thotl  that^  through  hia  mealltf, 
she  Ttould  hA  set  tiie  hesid  of  aai  establish- 
ment o£  her  own^  dnd  that  be  Was  to  be 
a  partner  in  the  ceremony,  whicb,  she  was 
resolTed,  shdilld  havd  plenty  of  witn^ssd& 
^*Tbe  i^rkyr  of  coarse^  Waa  spkn^ 
did*  Miss  CleWr  w»  faonoared  by  be- 
ing 
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ing  bridemaid,  at  wluch  .her  mothier 
was  not  over  weH  pleased ;  she  had  al- 
ways intended  that  post  of  honour  for 
me;  but  it  was  as  well  perhaps.  Mr. 
George  was  attendant  on  the  hride- 
groom*  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the 
lady  would  not  have  consented  to  make 
a  second  couple;  for  theie  were  not 
wanting  many  sweet  looks.  This  per- 
haps was  mere  fancy  on  my  part.  The 
bride  and  her  maid  were  distinguished 
by  a  circlet  of  pearls  on  the  head*  which 
circlet  was  a  present  from  Miss  Clews. 
The  gentlemen  were  as  fine  as  Jjondoa 
tailors  could  make  them  i  but  the  bride*- 
groom  looked  wofuUypuny  and  wan, 
when  standing  so  near  the  portly  figure 
of  Mn  George.  They  certainly  do  belie 
their  country ;  no  one  would  ever  take 
Mr.  Grubstone  for  an  Englishman,  or 

Mr. 
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Mr.  George.for  a  native  of  this  side 
the  Tweed. 

Last  night  I  went  to  Sophia's  room, 
to  bid  her  good-night,  and  wish  her  joy 
of  her  approaching  happiness.  Al- 
though she  had  never  been  a  very  plea- 
•sant  companion,  yet  we  had  been 
4>rought  up  together,  and  I  could  not 
think  of  parting  with  her,  perhaps  for 
ever,  without  expressing  my  wishes  for 
her  future  happiness ;  perhaps  my  counr 
4enance  was  a  little  saddened  by  my  re- 
flections. I  found  her  arranging  her 
bridal  dress,  sometimes  putting  on  one 
thing,  then  another,  while  she  viewed 
her  person  in  a  large  mirror.  Miss 
.Clews  and  her  maid  were  at  hand,  the 
one  directing,  while  the  other  was  busy 
;picking  out  ornaments  from  a  parcel 
which  was  scattered  on  the  table.  I 

staid 
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staid  ft  long  whiles  tlaxikmg  to  Sd^ 
phia  alone ;  but  nejither  lady  nor  attend- 
ant thought  c€  a^mkig  i  io  l  rose  to  take 
my  le^ve.  Miss  Ctews  said  she  was 
sure  I  envied  her  friend;  I  had  a  sour 
iiil-natared  lookr  Tluit  I  denied,  hat  al- 
lowed that  I  was  perhaps  grave ;  the 
pros^peet  of  noarriage^  and  change  (rf*  odn- 
dition  to  a  friend,  bad  made  me  so ;  and 
bdstdesi^  I  waa  tired~*I  had  been  bo^ 
all  day.  Neither  could  msdentand  my 
feelh^s;  and  I  mast  confess  these  ftd- 
infgs  were  hort,  when,  bol£ng  ctat  Bsy 
iMKid  to  Sophia,  aa  I  retired,  die  bad 
not  the  politenese  to  offer  to  take  it,  but 
continued  pinning  her  robe,  merdy  nod- 
ing  her  bead,  with^<  Good-nigfat, 
nor!  remember,you  promised  to  hdp  to 
dress  me  to^monow/-^'  DreM,'  thought 
1,'  as  I  retdrod }  '  nothing  else  ever  oiteis 

your 
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ytsir  bead  or  heart;  and  I  ifnoitioii  if 
ever  those  setkms  vonrs  and  oUigalkim 
yon  aee  to  eome  under  to-morcoir  cnce 
esoiaedyourthoaglite.' 

TheiQOCBtngoanie^ABd  witfait)imich 
stir  and  confiiskm.  About  two  hours 
befin-e  tfaeeeremony,  Sophia  ivias  not  to 
be  fiiuiiMl.  *  Sbe  has  jsome  heartaf^er  all/ 
thinks  I,  ^  and  has  wtired  to  aome  cor^ 
ner,  that  her  tears  at  parting  ftcm  her 
pnrents  may  not  be  observed*  Ho  isueb 
tluog.  The  bride  uras  busy  in  the  ^armt* 
mmmagiDg  aome  of  her  !iBotber*s  .'Store 
boxes,  to  see  if  Hiere  was  any  thing  she 
owld  appropriate  to  becadf ;  nabwHh^ 
standing  the  splendkl  estaUislvnent  slie 
was  gomg  to  eaU  herocvn^y^  thending 
pasaion  of  her  wind  had  full  vfay^^^^ 
iwaity  8iid<Q0¥etoafiiiess. 

At  last  we  were  all  assembled  io 

drawing- 
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drawing-room,  and  the  cereniony  peN 
formed  by  a  neighbouring  clergyman. 
As  usual,  we^  had  to  wait  some  time  for 
the  bride,  who,  notwithstanding  all  the 
aid  she  had  that  day  in  dressing,  still  she 
had  something  to  add  to  her  appearance; 
The  entertainmeiit  was  worthy  of  Mrs* 
Wylie;  and  after  it,  the  new-married  pair 
set  out  on  a  short  tour,  accompanied  by 
Miss  Olews  and  Mr.  George.  They  do 
not  go  to  London,  as  was  formerly  in- 
tended, as  Mr.  Grubstone  has  purchased 
a  small  estate  in  Perthshire,  where  they 
are  to  be  met  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyli6 
a  month  hence,  and  to  remain  there  till 
spring.  I  hope,  within  that  month,  to 
see  you  again.  ^  You  do  not  know  how 
much  I  have  wearied  for  you  of  late; 
and  believe  me .  to  be  yours  affection-, 
ately,  S.** 

Miss 
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^  Miss  Maitland  was  well  amused  with 
this  account  of  the  marriage,  and  longed 
to  be  with  £Iinor»  Uiat  they  might  corn* 
municate  their  several  adventures.  The . 
good  old  knight  was  of  the  same  way 
thinking ;  belonged  to  be  at  home,  to 
Imve  his  evening  and  morning  walks  in 
his  terraced  garden,  and  to  see  his  work* 
|)eopIe  employed.  Lady  Lumsdaine, 
now  that  her  husband  was  so  much  bet* 
ter,  looked  forward  to  her  return  with 
pleasure.  Mrs,  Montgomerie's  letters, 
as  well  as  Sophia*s,  bad  informed  her  of 
Miss  Clews'  intimacy  and  jaunt  with 
the  Grubstones.  She  felt  displeased, 
but  could  blame  no  one.  Henry  was 
the  only  person  who  did  not  look  with 
satisfaction  to  their  return  homewards, 
and  talked  several  times  of  leaving  them 
at  Edinburgh,  that  be  might  pa^  a  visit  , 
.       :  to 
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to  fiome  old  odlege-eomfmion  to  tlie 
eastward.   But  ttiese  sort  of  intirotttioM 
grew  wediker  efter  he  heapd  of  Sophk^ 
marriage  and  Mks  Clews*  absenee. 

Their  journey  homewards  <wa8  plea- 
sant When  fliey  readied  tbe  TS^xtk 
Ferry,  they  were  detiteed  a  short  while. 
Eliza  toc^  a  walk  Aong  th^  shore,  and 
met  a  party  of  yoimg  people  who  ^ad 
just  landed  from  a  pleasure-boat.  How 
gay,  how  bappy  they  looked !  pleasure 
seemed  to  watt  on  (heir  steps. — ^  Onoe 
such  was  I/'  thought  Eltea ;  ^  biit,aias! 
what  am  I  jnow,  b^wft  of  my  wartnest 
wishes--rof  one  to  whom  I  looked  for* 
ward  too  with  hope,  as  tiiinldfigat  times 
my  future  life  might  be  spent  witjb  him; 
bat,  arlas  'l  bow  blind  are  we  <o  tkeliiu 
ture !  Anshort  while  ago,  auefa  unbound- 
ed liberty  would  ha^  iqsipeared  lbs 

height 
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height  of  my  ambitioD,  when  limited  to 
the  walks  and  rides  of  my  old  infirm 
grandmother.  And  do  I  enjoy  it  ?  Ah, 
no!  For,  although  on  the  eve  of  pos- 
sessing an  almost-princely  fortune,  I 
feel  alone  and  friendless.  Let  no  one 
then  repine  at  the  present;  let  us  hold 
and  look  to  the  future  as  a  recompenc^. 
Alas !  that  future  is  often  poisoned,  from 
the  very  source  whence  we  expect  the 
benefit  to  arise  I" 

Such  were  the  reveries  of  Miss  Mait- 
land,  when  she  was  recalled  to  the  inp 
by  the  servant,  who  told  her  they  were 
ready  to  set  out. 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  the  turrets 
of  the  old  castle  were  seen  arising 
through  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  by 
the  travellers.  The  old  butler  had  hur- 
ried on  from  Edinburgh,  and  now  ap- 
•  VOL.  III.  F  peai«d 
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peared  on  the  steps,  ready  to  assist  his 
master,  and  welcome  them  all  home. 
lEven  the  old  house  dog  crawled  out,and, 
by  his  unwieldy  gestures,  gave  that  wel- 
-come  he  had  no  means  of  otherwise  pro- 
xslaiming. 

In  the  retirement  of  her  own  apart- 
ment. Miss  Maitland  gave  way  to  the 
feelings  of  despondency,  so  natural  on 
seeing  the  place  where  Oswald  had  been. 
And  was  he  no  longer  in  being  ?  Had 
that  rough  and  envious  sea,  which  had 
heen  the  cause  of  their  meeting,  jsepa- 
rated  them  for  ever  ?  Alas !  it  was  so; 
and  patience  and  resignation  to  the  di- 
"vine  dispensation  was  all  that  she  could 
fi^w  console  herself  with. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Tiiere  is  an  yielding  weak  nets,  which  is  more  unli- 
able than  inflexible  right;  it  is  an  act  of  my  reason  to 
approve  of  the  last,  but  my  heart  gives  its  suffrage  to 
the  first,  without  inquiring  the  cause.  Mac&eitzie. 

Among  the  first  to  welcome  the  banv 
net*s  family  home  was  Mrs.  Montgo* 
tnerie.  She  gave  them  an  account  of 
all  that  had  passed  In  their  absence, 
and  gave  a  laughable  description  of 
Miss  Clews'  disappointment  at  doctor 
Dunbar's  sale^  which  Ae  heard  from 
l^frs.  Brandon. 

Sir  Patrick  was  higbty  diverted,  and 
md,  he  would  like  lady  Jemima  Upton 
F  2  for 
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for  it  as  long  as  he  lived. — **  And  pra)', 
my  dear  good  lady,  how  are  the  jpoot 
Dunbars?  are  they  well?  and  is  there 
any  chance  of  Mr.  Grant  getting  the 
church 

"  It  is  not  to  be  settled  for  some 
time  yet,'*  said  Mrs.  Montgomerie; 
"  and  in  the  meantime,  the  two  eldest 
boys  are  in  charge  of  a  clergyman  at 
Aberdeen.  Miss  Dunbar  and  the  two 
youngest  are  with  me,  where  they  wiU 
remidn  a  month  or  two.*' 

In  the  course  of  the  evening.  Miss 
Maitland  learned  from  Mrs.  Montgo- 
merie, that  it  was  generally  understood 
that  Miss  Clews  would  bestow  her  hand 
and  large  fortune  on  Mr.  George  Wylie^ 
who  had  attended  her  very  assiduously 
while  in  Edinburgh. 
.  As  soon  as  Miss  Maitland  had  reco* 
1.  :  vered 
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vered  the  fatigues  of  her  journey,  she 
went  to  pay  a  visit  at  Muirvenside. 
Her  guardian  was  from  home,  and  she 
was  received  by  Mrs.  Wylie  and  Elinor 
with  every  demonstration  of  kindness. 
Mrs.  Wylie  regretted  much  she  had 
not  come  in  time  to  witness  the  superb 
marriage-dress,  &c.  of  her  daughter,  and 
gave  her  a  minute  description  of  all  that 
had  happened  that  memorable  day. — 
"  And  only  think,  Miss  Maitland,  if 
Sophia  did  not  sTd vise  me  to  put  on  my 
fine  table-cloth  that  day,  in  honour  of 
the  feast  I  did  grudge  it  being  made  a' 
grease ;  but  then  it  was  greatly  admired : 
and  noo,"  she  continued,  "  it's  clean 
again,  and  safe  laid  by  in  the  auld  kist." 

Miss  Maitland  pleased  the  good  kdy, 
by  listening  so  patiently  to  her  detailed 
accounts.    From  Elinor  she  heard  an 
r  3  account 
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account  in  \vhich  sh^  was  rather  toote 
interested.  She  told  her,  that  a  youi^ 
gentleman  had  called  upon  her  guardian 
a  week  ago ;  after  a  long  said  private 
conversation,  he  left  the  house,  and  Mr. 
Wylie  never  mentioned  his  name,  and 
his  carriage  and  servants  were  left  at 
Dunbeig. — "  Whatever  his  errand  was, 
it  pleased  our  guardian,  for  he  was  in 
high  good-humour  all  day  after.  Had 
Sophia  been  at  home,  she  would  soon 
have  found  out  who  the  stranger  was. 
Even  I  had  my  curiosity  raised,  and 
have  considered  it  as  your  Welsh  ad- 
mirer; nay,  never  start — I  am  almost 
certain  it  was  he — has  he  not  a  very 
florid  complexion,  and  rather  stout 
made?  I  only  caught  one  glance  of 
Mm,  but  am  sure  I  should  know  him 
again." 

"lam 
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« I  am  afiaW,"  aighed  EU2aa,  "  that 
you  are  too  right,  and  that  both  my 
guardians  approve  of  his  addresses." 

"  Never  you  mind  that.  In  less  than 
two  months,  you  will  be  mistress  of  your 
fortune,  and  may  take  your  own  way. 
Had  I  such  a  near  prospect  of  being  my 
own  mistress,  nothing  could  nor  should 
make  me  dull.  So  cheer  up — never 
mind  theWedshman.  Your  guardians 
may  give  their  consent  when  they 
please— if  you  do  not  give  yours,  what 
signifies  it?" 

"  That  is  all  very  true,  my  dear  Eli- 
nor ;  but  I  cannot  bear  to  displease  any 
one^far  less  live  in  a  state  of  continual 
bickering,  which  I  must  do,  if  I  do  not 
consent  to  follow  their  wishes.  Believe  me, 
lady  Lumsdaine  is  not  easily  thwarted, 
and  she  has  set  her  heart  on  this  match." 

F  4  "  Lady 
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'^Lftdy  Lurasdaine  may  set  her  heart  (Sn 
what  she  pleases,  but  I  would  not  yield 
to  her  whim,  if  my  happiness  said,  no." 

•*  For  shame,  Elinor!  how  can  you 
allow  yourself  to  talk  so  ?  I  never  was 
angry  at  you  before — how  can  I  help  it  ?'* 

•*  It  would  make  any  one  angry — ^very 
angry,  to  hear  you,  Miss  Maitland,  just 
on  the  eve  of  coming  to  one  of  the 
finest  fortunes  in  Scotland — the  repre- 
sentative of  an  old  and  honourable  fa- 
mily, speak  of  giving  up  your  own  will . 
and  happiness,  rather  than  endure  a  few 
cross  words  and  looks.  I  would  do  no 
such  thing;  but  that  is  perhaps,"  conti- 
nued she,  with  some  bitterness,  "because 
I  have  nothing  but  my  happiness  that  I 
can  call  my  own.  I  have  no  old  family- 
name  to  keep  up." 

"  Elinor,  my  dear,  don't  get  so  warm 

on 
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oh  the  subject.  I  hope  we  shall  yet  en- 
joy much  happiness,  and  that  I  shall 
make  that  fortune  and  rank  in  life,  with 
which  Proyldence  has  blessed  me,  sub- 
servient to  the  use  of  others.** 

It  is  not  that  I  am  afraid  of,"  inter- 
rupted  her  friend — it  is  your  own  par- 
ticular happiness  I  am  afraid  of.  You 
have  such  a  gentle,  retiring  temper,  that 
I  doubt  you  will  never  be  able  to  fight 
your  way  through  the  crowds  of  inte- 
rested persons  who  surround  you,  and 
who  will  each  have  their  own  scheme  in 
view.  But  let  us  leave  such  unprofit- 
able conversation,  and  go  to  Mrs.  Wy- 
lie,  who  waits  us  in  the  drawing-room.'*^ 
Elinor  had  not  been  mistaken  in 
her  conjectures.  In  a  week  after 
their  return  home,  Mr.  Twyford  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  castle,  and  was 
r  5  received 
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received  with  the  utmost  kkidiieK ;  sihd 
it  was  easy  to  see  he  was  ah  expected 
guest.  There  was  somethii^  in  all  this 
that  rather  jarred  on  Miss  Maitland's 
feelings,  but  she  said*  nothing,  not  ercn 
to  Elinor,  that  might  1^  her  to  think 
she  was  surprised  or  displeased  at  the 
gentleman's  approach.  Probably,  in  this 
silence  there  was  a  degree  of  pride,  or 
rather  a  sort  of  semiconsciousness  of 
alarm,  which  prevented  her  from  com- 
municating her  thoughts  to  her  friend. 

It  was  not  long  before  lady  Lums- 
daine  tack  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  Miss  Maidand  in  Mr.  Twyford's  be- 
half. She  spoke  still  more  warmly 
Inm  than  Nformerly^  delmled;  hia  good 
qualities^  and  finally  toudied  on  his 
firm  attachment  arid  persevenmoe  Her  i 
ladyship,  in  the  most  delicate  mai>ner» 

alluded 
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aHuded  to  the  shock  Miss  Maithtnd  had 
lately  undergone ;  and  added,  aa  a  ^oo£ 
o£  the  gentleman's  generosity^.that  he 
would  not  press  her  on  the  seore  of 
time,  nor  even  plead  for  himself;  biit  if 
she  would  only  enapower  lady  Lums- 
daine  to  tell  him  that  he  might  rank  as 
a  friend,  who  might  one  day  look  for-* 
w^rd  to  a  dearer  title. 

This  was,  of  all  others,  the  kind  of 
language  most  calculated  to  stagger 
KUza.  She.  eoxM  not  help  thinking 
there  was  scnne  generosity  in  the  young 
man,  and  .  thanked  lady  Lumsdaine  for 
being  so  much  interested  in  her  welfare. 

Weeks  elapsed^  and  still  Mr^Twyiord 
made  no  mention  of  leaving  Scotland. 
Daily  did  he  grow  in  the  esteem  of  sir 
Patridk;  and  if  truth  must  be  told, 
£Uza  thcnight  there  was  now  a  gentle- 
F  6  ness 
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ness  in  his  manner  pnd  conversation/ 
that  she  had  never  before  noticed ;  and 
although  he  had  every  opportunity,  he 
never  once  hinted  at  his  passion  for  her, 
or  the  reason  of  his  visit  to  Scotland. 

One  night  that  they  happened  to  be 
in  a  field,  a  good  way  from  the  house, 
and  just  as  they  had  bid  Mrs.  Montgo- 
merie  farewell,  who  had  taken  Henry 
with  her,  a  furious  bull,  bit  at  by 
a  small  dog  that  followed  Miss  Maitland, 
made  towards  her  very  fast  Twyford 
exhorted  her  to  flee,  still  keeping  be- 
tween her  and  the  infuriated  animal; 
but  she  would  very  soon  have  been  its 
victim,  as  her  trembling  limbs  refused 
to  carry  her  farther,  when  Twyford,  at 
his  own  risk,  turned  on  the  animal,  and, 
with  a  large  cudgel  which  he  had  in  his 
baud,  kept  him  at  bay  till  Henry  came. 

up, 
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up,  who  had  fortunately  turned  soon 
enough  to  assist  him.  Their  united  ef- 
forts turned  the  rage  of  the  animal,  and 
prevented  it  from  following  Miss  Malt- 
land,  wliom  they  now  conducted  to  a 
place  of  safety.  The  fright  confined 
her  to  her  room  for  a  day  or  two ;  and 
when  she  next  saw  Twyford,  it  was  to 
promise,  that  the  life  and  person  he  had 
saved  should  be  his  in  a  twelvemonth, 
provided  he  would  leave  her.  She  was 
obeyed,  and  next  day  saw  Mr.  Twyford 
leave  Blairgowan,  the  happiest  of  men. 

And  what  was  Miss  Maitland  ?  how 
did  she  feel  ?  So  asks  the  reader.  Could 
she  so  soon  forget  Oswald — the  brave,  > 
generous,  gentle,  and  disinterested  Os*  ? 
wald  ?    She  had  not.  Gentle  and  yield- 
ing in  her  disposition,  and  anxious  to 
please,  almost  to  a  faulty  was  it  to  be  ^ 
wondered  that  Miss  Maitland,  assaulted, 

on 
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on  the  one  hand,  by  the  wishes  of  her 
friends,  and  on  the  other,  by  gratitude 
to  Twyford,  should  give  her  consent 
so  situated?  Had  Oswald  been  alive, 
no  power  would  have  induced  her  to 
forget  him. 

Notwithstanding  the  pleasure  this  ar* 
rangement  gave  to  sir  Patrick,  and  par<- 
ticulariy  to  lady  Lumsdaine,  Eliza  was 
sad  and  unhappy.  She  feared  she  had 
done  a  rash  thing,  and  feh  as  if  it  were 
now  a  crime  to  think  of  and  lament 
pswald.  Even  the  company  of  Elinor 
ceased  to  please,  for  she  dreaded  her  re- 
marks on  Twyford,  and,  still  noore  so,. 
On  her  own  eondmct ;  for  she  could  not 
disguise  from  herself,  that  her  friend 
would  blame  her  for  yielding  so  soon  to 
the  wishes  of  her  guardiffitis  i  and  she 
was  right  in  her  conjeotores^ 

In  the  character  of  these  tw»  friends 

there 
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there  was  a  marked  difference;  Instead 
of  the  yielding  softness  of:  Eliza's  mind, 
Klmor  was  naturally  possessed  of  keen 
feelings,  and  a  good  deal  of  unbending 
haughtiness,  which  the  oocurrences  of 
life  had  rather  strengthmed  tiian  other- 
wise. Where  she  knew  and  felt  herself 
in  the  right,  neither  threats  nor  kind- 
ness  could  make  her  alter  her  opinions; 
and  when  really  in  the  wrong,  the  first 
to  acknowledge  it,  as  Mrs.  Wylie  said, 
oo  the  occasion  of  a  childish  quarrel  be* 
tween  Sophia  and  her,  when  the  former 
had  charged  Elinor  with  some  mis- 
demeanour. — "  Let  her  alone,''  said  her 
mother;  if  she's  in  the  wrong,  she 
will  be  tlie  first  to  tell;  and  if  she's 
no^  what  wad  ye  plague  her  for  ?  Nora's 
o!er  proud  to  tell  a.  liev  and:  mool  in  wi 
ony  body.** 

Such 
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Such  was  the  paneg3rric  on  Elinor, 
when  a  child,  and  it  might  still  he  made; 
and  it  was  wisely  ordered,  that  one 
who  was  in  the  way  to  meet  with  trials 
of  temper  and  fortune  had  heen  endoiy^^- 
ed  with  firmness  and  courage  to  sup- 
I3ort  these  evils ;  for  evils,  in  a  degree^ 
they  certainly  are. 

After  Mr.  Twyford's  departure,  sir 
Patrick  and  Mr.  Wylie  had  several  con- 
ferences, from  which  Mr.  Wylie  seldom 
came  in  good-humour.  ^He  had  no 
idea  that  the  baronet  would  be  so  exact 
and  punctual  in  discharging  his  trust  as 
a  guardian,  as  he  now  found  he  was. 

Never  before  had  Mr.  Wylie  been  so* 
wide  of  his  mark  as  with  regard  to  the 
old  gentleman ;  and  taking  a  nearer  sur- 
vey of  the .  matter  in  hk  own  mind, 
rightly  concluded,  that  it  was  to  lady 
I  *  Lumsdaine 
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Lumsdaine  that  he  was  indebted  for 
the  activity  of  her  husband.  He  almost 
cursed  her  by  his  gods,  for  meddling 
with  the  plans  he  had  long  deemed  in- 
fallible; one  of  which  was,  that  Miss 
Maitland  should  continue  to  live  in  his 
house  till  she  was  married ;  the  other, 
that  no  farther  notice  should  be  taken  of 
her  coming  of  age,  than  by  signing  some 
necessary  papers,  and  augmenting  her 
establishment,  and  giving  a  dinner  to 
the  tenantry ;  thus  hoping  still  to  keep 
the  management  of  the  heiress  and  her 
afl&irs  in  his  own  hands. 

But  sir  Patrick  would  by  no  means 
consent  to  this.  — "  What,"  said  'he, 
"  shall  the  heiress  of  so  much  wealth, 
the  descendant  and  representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  Fife,  live  like 
a  farmer's  daughter  ?  I  never  can  con- 
sent 
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sent  to  it  The  day  on  whidi  Miss 
MaiUand  attains  twenty-one  years  of 
age  shall  see  her  settled  in  her  father'a 
house,  with  all  the  state  that  befits  her 
rank.  And,  Mr.  Wylie,  as  you  have 
always  been  so  good  as  to  take  charge 
of  these  sorts  of  things,  I  shall  depend 
upon  you  to  see  that  the  house,  offices^ 
&a  are  in  a  proper  eonditic^  and  a 
proper  entertainment  provided  fiir  the 
oecasfton.  Lady  Jemima  Upton  has  al- 
ready left  it;' 

Wylie  was  too  much  accustomed  to 
hear  with  patience,  and  receive  with  hu- 
mility, the  commands  of  the  titled,,  that 
he  bowed  to  sir  Patrick — Showed  even 
lower  than  usual,  partly  to  conceal  his 
chagrin,  and  partly  to  deprecate  the  ba^ 
ronet's  displeasure,  which  he  saw  he  had 
roused,  by,  at  first,,  olgecting  to  his  plans. 

Foiled 
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Foiled  as  he  was,  he  ventured  one  word 
more. — *^  It  was  very  proper,'*  he  said, 
*^  that  Miss  Maitland  should  live  as  be^ 
came  her  rank ;  but  was  not  there  a  want 
of  propriety  in  such  a  young  lady  being 
at  the  head  of  an  establishment  ?" 

«^  That,*  sir  Patrick  said,  "  had  been 
provided  against;  for,  at  the  request  of 
lady  L*umsdaine  and  IVCss  Maitland, 
Mrs.  Montgomerie  had  consented  to 
live  with  her  till  we  go  to  town,  when 
Miss  Maitland  shall  stay  with  us.** 

Foiled  and  thrown  out  in  all  his  ma- 
noeuvres, Mr.  Wylie  took  leave,  and 
went  home  with  a  heavy  heart.  Never 
before  had  he  felt  so  angry  and  disap- 
pointed. All  his  former  good  fortune 
was  forgot  in  this  moment  of  vexation. 
He  longed  to  be  revenged  on  sir  Patrick 
and  lady  Lumsdaine  for  meddling,  and 

on 
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on  his  t^ard,  for  consenting  to  their 
plans,  in  preference  to  his. — ^  And  so  I 
can,  if  I  choose,"  said  he,  so  far.  I  am 
in  possession  of  one  circumstance,  of 
which  they  are  all  ignorant,  and  I  shall 
make  my  own  use  of  it;  but  not  just 
yet "  With  this  resolution,  Mr.  WyKe 
sought  repose,  and  next  day  set  about 
preparations  at  Northfield ;  and  we  shall 
follow  his  example,  and  keep  the  secret 
till  another  chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


It  is — it  is  Alphonso  ! — *iis  his  f.ice, 
•  His  voice.   I  know  him  iiow — I  know  him  ail. 
Ah!  how  hnst  thou  reiurnM? — lu)w  lia%tthou  cliann*(i 
The  wildness  of  the  waves  and  rocks  to  this, 
Tiiat,  thus  relenting,  th^y  hnve  given  thee  hack 
To  eartli,  to  light,  and  life,  and  love, and  me  ?" 

The  day  arrived  at  last  that  was  ap- 
pointed for  Eliza  to  take  possession  of 
the  mansion  of  her  forefathers.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brandon  had  arrived  a  few  days 
before,  and  with  them  colonel  Clinton^ 
They  had^  of  course,  an  invitation  to 
|f  orthfield.  Early  in  the  forenoon,  the 
.i  tenantry 
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tenantry  began  to  assemble,  and  the 
casks  of  ale  were  broached,  for  them  to 
drink  the  health  of  their  young  mistress. 

At  four  o'clock,  the  company  sat  down 
to  dinner.  Sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine,  with 
old-fashioned  civility,  led  his  ward  to 
her  seat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  was 
joined  by  the  -company  in  wishing  she 
might  long  fill  it,  with  dignity  to  her- 
self, and  benefit  to  others. 

The  dinner  did  great  credit  to  Mrs. 
Wy lie's  powers  of  cookery,  and  the  com- 
pany seemed  well  disposed  to  do  it  jus- 
tice. Cdonel  Clinton  was  uncommon- 
ly pleasant,  and,  by  his  great  conver* 
national  talents,  heightened  the  pleasure 
of  the  party.  His  hilarity  surprised 
Henry  Laimsdune,  who  threw  off  a  great 
deal  of  his  usual  reserve,  aod  dedicated 
bis  talents  to  the  present  occasion.  Be 

mixed 


mixed  gaily  in  the  conversation,  siing, 
and,finally,  offered  his  hand,  in  the  mazes 
ofa  cotintry-dance;  to  Miss  Maitland,  that 
she  might  set  an  example  to  her  tenan- 
try. 

Amongst  all  the  happy  company, 
there  was  one  only  face  that  shewed  the 
heart  was  not  in  it  It  was  that  of  Wy- 
lie.  He  appeared  as  if  something  lay 
upon  his  mind,  which  prevented  him 
from  enjoying  this  scene.  He  looked 
almost  stupified,  and  did  not  even  at- 
tempt to  make  a  short  speech  when  the 
health    the  heiress  was  proposed. 

Nobody  was  more  surprised  at  this 
behaviour  tlian  Elinor.  For  more  than  m 
week  past,  she  had  noticed  that  her  guai^ 
dian  wasabsent  and  thongbtful«»very  un- 
equal in  his  temper,  particularly  to  herself 
^p«««NBetimes  nemarkably  kind  and  at- 
tentive; 
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tentive;  at  others,  as  unjustly  severe. 
Miss  Maitland  had  asked  him  to  aUour 
Elinor  to  spend  sonie  time  with  her 
.ivhen  she  went  home.  It  happened, 
when  this  request  was  preferred,  he.was 
in  an  indulgent  humour,  and  granted  it 
in  a  moment,  although  Elinor  saw,  or 
fancied  she  saw,  that  he  afterwards  re- 
pented of  it. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  festive 
day.  Miss  Maitland's  behaviour  was  easy 
and  polite  to  her  guests,  and  to  the  po- 
pulace kind^  and  affable.  Molly  cut  a 
great  figure  among  the  lower  orders. 

While  she  exerted  herself  to  make  them 
* 

all  comfortable  and  happy,  she  was  not 
fiilent  with  regard  to  her  lady,  whom  she 
extolled  as  the  best-tempered  and  most 
liberal  person  alive. 
At  a  late  how,  the  sounds  c£  festivity 

ceased 


COBIOSMY.  lai 

cM0ed  in  the  lu^of  Noithield^  and  the 
campany-  dispersed,  with  the  exceptioii 
of^Patrickandlady  Lumsdaihe;  Mrs. 
Monftgomerae  and  Elinc^  forming  piart 
of  the  family. 

When  Efiaa  retired,  attended  by  her 
friend,  she  felt  dizzy,  ftom  the  various 
sounds  pressed  upon  her  ears  through 
the  day,  and  the  many  new  ideas  to 
which  Yuer  situation  had  ^ven  birth. 
Tbeve*was  almost  bitterness  in  the  feel- 
ing, that  her  hand,  and  all  that  went 
with  it^  were  already  promised,  and  to 
one  of  whoni  she  knew  so  little.  Elinor 
partfy  guessed  her  thoughts ;  and  after 
wiftfatng  her  good  rest,  left  her,  that  she 
migbt  ruminate  alpne  on  the  extraordi- 
nary change  in  Henry's  manner.*  Did 
he  perceive  any  alteration  in  his  mother's 
wisbes,^  or  had  he  determined  to  give 

VOT>*  III.  G  her 
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att»)eliiD^ttoji;hi9  place,  wbc^  you^ '  th« 
lawful  lady/  as  the  song  says,  'seemiMH 
to  oare  mucU  about  it aiid  to^nig^t 
you  seem  even  more  gtm^  than  usud. 
Piay,  are  you  weU  enough?  or,  pem 
hap$,  you  ai^e  displeased  with:  me  foe 
some  of  my  nuidom  speecltes." 

You  are  quite  mistaken,  my  deu; 
Elinor ;  I  have  np  cause  of  dij^l^asive 
agpiftst  you — I  nev^r  had,  and,  think, 
never  will ;  but,  for  somj^  days  past;  X 
have  felt  a  sort  of  anxious  forebodingr- 
a  Jbadat  my  heart,  which  I  canoo^  shake 
ofl&  and.  particularly  yeiMierday,  when 
every.  ai^ound  me  dressed:  in 
smiles,  mine  W8$  sad  ;  their  eopgfatulik 
tions  seemed)  like^wailiag  tq  my  ears; 
and  had  it.  h^  ppss^ble;  I  should  lilj:^ 
to  have  i:et}red  to  some  corner,  and  re** 
lieved  my,  full,  heart  by  tears.   I  stijl 

feel 
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ifeel  sad  and  oppressed,  and  purposely 
l»ought  you  out  to-^night»  that  I  imght 
have  liberty  to  talk  of  what  I  lanient 
ever  having  made — my  promise  to  Twy- 
ford.'' 

"  You  must  how  abide  by  it,"  said 
ISKnor ;  "  but  I  dotft  think  you  should  - 
indulge  in  melancholy  thoughts;  it  is 
absolutely  sinful.  Have  not  you  youth, 
beauty,  friends,  fortune— all  that  can  be 
wished  for,  atyour  command  ?  and  why 
woiild  you  repine  ?  You  have  promised 
your  hand  to  a  young  gendeman  of  equal 
rank  and  fortune,  approved  by  your 
fiiends.  Perhaps  he  is  not  the  very  per- 
son you  once  tliought  of,  or  might  pre- 
fer ;  biit  you  must  keep  your  word,  and 
not  quarrel  with  the  rest  of  your  fortune, 
because  in  one  part  you  are  disappoint- 

G  S  «  True, 
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True,  most  true,  my  friend !  I  tbairik 
you  for  thus  stating  to  me  things  as  th^ 
are.  I  know  and  feel  I  am  wrong  in 
giving  way  to  despondency,  surroanded, 
as  I  am,  on  all  sides,  with  so  many  blesa^ 
ings.   But  where  are  you  going  ?" 

To  shew  you  a  walk  I  am  sure  yoQ 
will  like,**  said  Elinor. 

Turning  up  towards  the  hills,  they 
soon  passed  the  trees  near  the  house,  and 
skirting  along  what  had  once  been  the 
wall  of  the  park,  they  came  suddenly  in 
sight  of  a  fiall  grey  rock,  at  the  foot  of 
which  was  a  clear  fountain.  The  water 
which  escaped  from  it  found  its  way 
through  some  underwood,  and  was  heard 
here  and  there,  as  it  fell,  in  scanty  dropsy 
from  one  stone  to  another.  A  very  few 
old  trees  surrounded  the  rock..  The  last 
beams  of  the  sun  were  now  fidntly  flung 

over 
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over  this  scene,  and  gave  a  look  of  calm- 
ness and  serenity  to  it,  which  delighted 
EUssa. 

She  stood  some  minutes  lost  in  admi- 
ration; and  turning  round  to  address 
Elinor,  was  .surprised  to  see  a  tall  figure 
emerge  from  behind  the  rock  at  which 
she  had  been  gazing.  She  started,  and 
took  hold  of  Elinor's  arm  to  hurry  home. 
;  Elinor  whispered — **  Don't  be  afraid- 
it  is  only  some  of  the  servants." 

The  man  approached,  as  if  to  address 
them.  His  dress  was  a  dark-coloured, 
loose-bodied  great-coat,  and  he  wore  his 
hat  so  as  to  conceal  his  face. 

He  was  now  within  a  few  paces  of 
tliem,  when  Elinor  asked  what  he  want* 
ed? 

He  still  advanced,  but  spoke  not,  as  if 
he  did  not  hear  the  question;  but,  raising 
G  4  his 
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bis  hat,  discovered  to  the  asjton^ied 
friends  the  features  of  Oswald — ^that  Os- 
wald, whom  they  both  thought  long 
since  an  inhabitant  of  another  world. 

Eliza  could  not  shriek,  a  dim  misit 
spiread  over  her  eyes,  bfsr  knees  refused 
to  support  her,  and  Elinor^s  arm  trem^^ 
bled  as  much  as  her  own*  A  sidcneas 
deprived  her  of  recoUection ;  and  when 
first  recovered,  she  was  silting  €m  the 
rock,  Elinor  holding  her  hands,  and  Os- 
wald, with  his  ;»rms  folded,  sl^ndiiig  at 
.  a  little  distance,  £^ing  upon  her.  His 
hat  was  off,  and  bis  pale  and  almost- 
ghastly  countenance  shewed  he  had  beep 
ill.  Eliza  loqked  at  him,  and,  as  if  un- 
able to  speak,  covered  hier  face  with  her 
hand. 

Oswald  advanced. — Will  yoii  not 
speak  to  me  ?   It  is  Oswald^  wfaobi  jm 

thought 
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thought  no  more-^who  has  never,  for 
one  instant,  forgot  you,  although  I  am 
alhdd  you  have  hhh.  Say,  at  least,"  oot>> 
tinued  he,  still  advancing,  that  you  do 
not  hate  me,  and  that  I  shall  see  you 
again.  I  cannot,  nor  will  not,  thus  part 
with  you.** 

Elinor  had  stdll  some  presence  of  mind 
left. — Mr.  Oswald,  you  see  my  friend 
is  now  in  no  condition  to  hear — ^far  less 
answer  your  questions.  Leave  us,  I  en* 
treat  you,  to-night,  and  to-morrow  you 
shall  hear  from  Miss  Maiiland." 

Oswald  lingered  a  little  longer,  but  at 
last  took  a  long  and  sad  look  at  Eliza,  as 
if  he  expected  she  would  speak ;  then 
bowed  and  withdrew. 

No  sooner  was  he  gone  than  Eliza 
awakened  as  if  from  a  dream.  She  threw 
herself  on  her  friend's  neck,  and  burst 
6  5  into 
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into,  tears. — Oh»  Elinorr  she  sobbed 
put,  have  destroyed  my  happinessl 
My  fatal— ^fatal  engagement!  and*  he 
might  have  been  mine 

Elinor  did  every  thu%  in  her  powei^ 
to  soothe  and  comfort  her,  and  urgedthe 
iiecessity  of  returning  home,  as  the  ser^ 
vants  would  be  sent  in  nearch  of  them 
by  Mrs.  Montgomerie,  who  would,  be 
alarmed  at  their  stay.  This  was  to^ 
just  to  be  disputed,  and  Eliza  aUowed 
herself  to  be  led  homeward. 

She  had  not  gone  far,  till,  overpower* 
ied  by  emotiim^  she  would  have  fallen, 
had  she  not  supported  herself  by  a  tree; 
but  Oswald  was  again  at  hand.  He  hcui 
been  watching  their  steps-^he  rushed* 
forward  and  supported  her~neitfaef 
spoke. 

Elinor  saw  that  without  more  assist*; 
.  .  •  ^  ance 
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tence  she  could  not  get  her  6iend  home 
-—of  course,  did  not  again  interfere. 

When  able  to  stand,  Eliza  withdrew 
her  arm  from  Oswald's^  and  said—**  For- 
give me,  sir ;  I  am  so  much  astonished, 
4iiat  I  have  iiot,  till  now,  been  able  to 
isay,  I  rejoice  to  see  you  have  escaped." 

Again  was  support  required  and  ao^ 
G^ted.  What  must  have  been  Eliza's 
emotions,  while  walking  homewards, 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  one  who  she 
found  was  dear  to  her,  and  who^  till 
within  an  hour,  she  had  thought  no 
ttoie^  and  her  promise  solemnly  pledged 
to  another !  Every  thought  was  agony. 
'At  times  she  wkhed  that  she  had  no- 
tbing-^no«tik-^no  fortune-^no  friends 
but  those  at  her  side,  and  that  the  arm 
'on  which  she  now  leant  was  only  to  be 
Ibef  stay  aild  support  through  life. 

G  6  When 
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When  th&y  c^ma  .$p  tlief^ot  of  ^ 
avenue,  EUz^  motiipQad  P^Widd  to  Ipayj? 
her,  9nd  Elaior  r^ti^rated  tlie  ^pitc^vse 
that  he  shoal4  bear  (topi  h^  nexf; 
day.  ,  , 

None  of  the  serrafu^  19  th^  WfQF^ 
« so  Ihat^  Miss  Maitland  reached  roop^ 
unseen,  where  hev  irm^  |^  ber,  and 
$o^ght  Mrs.  Mpnt^iQerte,  t9  whffpa,  fa|y 
MisMB^Iaitlfipid'sdesir!?*  sb^  cppnsBpi^feBd 
the  events  of  the  laveiih^gt  4K|  b»  th^^t^ 
tachippnt  pf  Oswfi)d^  9n4  htf  fameis  p)^ 
.  posals;  and  coxidu^  ^}  b|f  afAdng  tbut 
lady's  £|dviee  Ifc^w  they  ahpuld  aet  with 
respect  to  Mr.  psu?pld  ? 

This  exp^Uent  ^^i^w^  had  199 
much  in  her  ypBPg^.  ii^jr^^r  Qot.  tp.bf 
sorry  fpr,  ^nd  iqtenef^e^  Mm  Mmtt* 
land.  She  w^nt  tef  ^  roflpo,;  jnf d»  1^ 
her  good  sense  Qt|d  kin^^p^s^  sueeeedeii 

in 


cmionsnr.  iss 
in  calming  the  mind  of  her  young 
inend.  She  proposed  that,  next  day,  she 
diould  receive  Mr.  Oswald,  and  leam 
from  him  hdtir  he  had  been  so  wonder- 
fiilly  preserved,  and  what  were  his  in- 
tentions by  the  present  visit  to  North- 
field. 

Elixa  afanosfe  wbhed  that  she  could 
see  Mm  herself,  but  prudence  for- 
bade, both  with  regard  to  her  engage- 
ment knd  hee  hiealdt^  She  was  &r  from 
will,  arid  she  was  sensifaie  that  she  could 
net  ^  him  agaiii  witibout  being  the 
worsel  ^She  wais  nnv  so  oompoaed,  that 
Mrs.  Mon^omerie  left  h^r  for  tiie  Highly 
Urging  MoUy  to  .  be  very  attentive  to 
herthistres^ 
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avenue,  ^ 
her,  diy'i!^ 
that 
dap- 

heart  that  has  lovM  truly  never  forgets, 
But  as  truly  loves  on  to  the  close, 
.4.  Asxhe  stmflimer  tdtftsidti  iAs  iod^nhm  he  setsi, 
The  ^fljfie  look  which  he  tumpd  whieo  he  rose ! 

MoOBE. 

Mr.  Oswald  was  not:  dbw  in  obeying 
the  sammoBs  next  maamig,  but  his 
anxiety  wasr  somewhat  chedoed^  when 
he  found  Miss^  Maitknd  waa  not  to  ap^ 
^r,:  and  that  she  had: deputed  her 
inend.  Mm  Mbntgdmeiie^  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  say.  He  inquired,  eagerly  fitf 
EBza,  and  apologized  foe  the  abraptness 
of  his  appearance  last  night—*'  To  you, 
madam/'  said  he,  ^*  who  know  Miss 
•  ^  '   ^  ^  Maitland, 


WtoanEo^ 

I  ^ding  my  fii- 
•and  relieVe 

had  she  recc  He  ap. 

X  could  have  wishe^^.  4d  not 

ness  would  have  been  poisc  ^-.do 
ite>ught»  that  the  world  wouic  % 
sbe  had  thrown  herself  and  fertune  av  * 
upon  a  beggar»  and  that  my  addressoi 
^ere  not  dictated  by  esteem. 
.      My  journey  to  London  was  melan^t 
ctaoly  enough*  J  was  detained  somfar 
fixae  th&ce,  and  at  last  did  emkurk  inf 
the  Queen ;  I^t-Indiaman.  After  we: 
bad  touched  at  Madeira,  we  weie.  hailed,; 
01)6  day,  by  a  nterofaant-vefKeL  A&i^ 
0^jff  €yon6nemmt,  some  of  ofir  youi^ 
p^0ple  proposed  going  on  board  th« 
0ierchant-vessel.  I  was     the  number^ 

and 


fad  iiMl  ^Ittitaijt  surpriseii  t 

WM  to  Meet  "toy  Either  dn  I)6ard,  who,  I 
kail  sufn^b^l  wa^  ^t  Cftlcatfe. 

^:AlleroiAr'iDotlifA  surprise  was  over, 
M  tdbl  me,  thM  having  inet  willi  an 
tAd  fiieod;  <bi¥&)m  be  had  entrusted 
farge  fiuiks  loi  mbn^9  be  had  been  p»- 
Ml^ied  id  go  aldng  Witli  bim  to  the 
cpwt  of  Sodth  Amerioft,  to  try  adven- 
tures; that  tbty 'bad  sudig^edbeyoiid 
his  hopes,  and  n^tt  0jd  thk  IoblM>at  ibr 
an  hiHanmn;  tx>  take  biii  pa^ag^  bade; 
tibat  it  Was^at  his  desire  th^e  Q&een  haft 
been'  hi&d;' and  that)  as  soon  as  lie  had 
settled  some  of  his  ui  Calcutta,^ 

iie  ineant  to  have  gone  h6tnh,  as  be  was 
llimt  ann^S  'to  see  uitK  Ftom.^  ab- 
4^06  be  had  not  fa<eard  of  his  fitend^ 
Mure,  HOT  Of  my  tetetifion  <^.cont&g 
tfu^.   I  lA^ired  wb^re  tbw  vessd  was' 

bound 


hoaad  &t,  mA  andeiBbobd  to  an  En^isfa 
port. 

I  lost  no  Aime  in  peisaading  my 
thento  prodeed  to  England,  and  reUeve 
bis  frieiid  by.  bis  presence.  He  ap- 
fiioved  of  my  plan ;  and  as  be  could  not 
Ibmk  to  piart  wilb  and  I  erald  do 
nothing  TiAtfaimt  Inm  at  Calcutta,  my 
baggage  was  femov^  horn  the  India* 
aaaii,  and  {  soon  measured  back  my 
way  to  Britain.  If  I  feIt  .diM{4x>inted 
at  not  bdiddiag  the  wonders  of  die 
eastern  worid,  I  was  soon  consoled  by 
the  thougM^  tbat,  by  my  return,  I 
would  see.  Miss  Maitiand,  and,  by  my 
ialHm^9  mended  fortune,  baye  bL'  least 

flothe  ^anm  for  her  band.   

"  Till  I  Mw  my  friend's  aflbin  settled, 
I  had  resolved  to  say  BiotluQg  of  my  at- 
taritment  tomy.fiitii^* .  Mdny  were  the 

difficulties 
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.difficulties  we  had  to  enooanter  before 
we  could  arrange  this  gentleman's,  af- 
-Mrs. '  At  last,  an  unexpected  legacy 
from  a  distant  relation  to  faim,  and  my 
father's  interest  in  the  mercantile  world, 
we  succeeded;  hut  it  was  too  late  for 
my  father  to  eiyoy  it;  A  Hie  of  con- 
^stant  hardship  and  anxiety  had  broken 
his  constitution.  I  persuaded  him  to 
pry  the  wilder  air  of  the  South,  which  he 
did.  I  attended  him;  and  it  was  then 
that  I  must  have  missed  Henry  Lums* 
daine,  who  went  to  London,  to  inquiie 
after  the  fate  of  the  Queen,  of  whose 
loss  I  did  not  hear  for  some  time. 

My  father  grew  daily  wors^  and  I 
lost  him  two  montlis  ago.  A  litde 
.while  before  his  deaths  he  told  me,  he 
had  disobUged  jail  hi»  vAlitions,  by  mar« 
ryinga  Scotch  lady^/i^tio  was  then  a  ward 

of 


of  Chancery— that  I  would  receive  ftom 
his  friend  a  packet,  containing  an  aoeoimt 
of  her  family.  It  was  always  his  inten- 
tion to  purchase  her  ^mUy-estati^  if 
possible;  and  now,  if  I  could,  he  wished 
me  to  do  it.  This  conversation  exhaust- 
ed him  so  much  that  he  died  soon  often 
I  was  just  in  the  aet  of  coming 
here,  whai  I  was  recalled  to  Loittdon^ 
fay  the  accQunts,  timt  my  second  father, 
as  I  may  call  him,  had  a  stroke  of  the 
palsy.  I  hastened  to  him,  but  it  was 
too  late.  By  his  death  I  found  myself 
possessed  of  all  his  property,  and»  in 
quality  of  eic^eutor,  soon  found  the  piiOn 
ket  mentioned  by  my.  father.  As  soon 
as  possible^  I  h^tened  here  to  inquire 
after  the  estate^  and  offer  my  hand,  abd 
all  I  hud,  to  the  only  wonum  that  could 
^ye  it  value.   Two  days  ago,  I  »wap 

put 


iput  dM  slier^  on  tbe  coast,  tbat  I 
^might  takje  my  lUvouiite  mode  ^  ira- 
ve&iiig  aloQe,  and  on  foot  I  had  for- 
borne to-wfite  to  Itemy,  which  I  now 
IMttAy  we^t  Judge  mj  soitow  thet, 
irhmi  Mary  wan  informed  me,  tfaiit 
Mi66  Mdittml  had  taken  possession  of 
etta£e,  £^d  was  soon^ — ^veiy  soon,  to 
.be  die  wife  6f  another !  After  a  mker- 
,aide  n%bty  I  walked  oiit;  «^d  in  the 
fastening,  isteUice  ^rdcted  me  to  flie  plaA 
where  I  fiiund  die  young  ladies.** 

Jpst  <iten  Molly  entered,  and  present- 
^  Mr.  Oaiwald  with  a  letter.  He  start- 
ed whto  he  «aw  it,  and,  bowing,  halB- 
tBy  left  the  nk>m. . 

The  tetter  was  from  Miss  Mdtidaid. 
She  dedined  seeing  him,  as  said, 
that  drcuiimtances  hdd  occurred,  ^inee 
1m  left  Soothttidi  and  in  ocmsfequenoe  tf 

the 


tbe  Y^port  of  bis  death,  that  m^dfi  their 
meetio^  very  improper  on  her  part ;  and' 
that  she  hoped  he  yn^vld  npt  hurt  her 
feelii^  by  attempting  it  Shfi  eoQr 
clu4ed  by  asauring  him  of  h^j!  eonfsStwt . 
friendship;  and  ^nelosing  die  ring,  wfaieh 
she  felt  she  could  no  Ipnger  wear  ivith 
propriety*  she  ^ded— '^Consider  me  a9. 
your  sister,  and  we  may  yet  have  plieift-;^ 
sure  in  each  other's  soeiety;  but  leave 
the  place  at  present." 

Su^  was  the  tenor  of  Klim'd  letter ; . 
and  i^though  it  waB  a  great  struggle^  yet 
he  i^solved  to  obey  it.—"  She  is  lost  to 
me  for  ever !   Some  stitinge  persuasi(»»  ■ 
must  have  made  her  listen  to  appther, . 
fori  think  sb0  once  preferred  me.**  . 

9o  thought  Oswald,  q9  he  togk  Up  the  _ 
rii^  9lid  put  it  oif  \a»  finger.    He  de- 
tei«uaed:  to  tak^  a  tQur  though  $Qot- 

land. 
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MoUy,  wko  laioiigj^  th^m  note  &om 
IVlfs.  Wylie»  requesting  she  would  coHie 
home  next  t&ere  was  a  laiigig  j^er-^ 

ty  expected,  and  her  services  were  re- 
quired. 

'  ^  l  eatimt  part  wifli  you*— 4iideed  I 
cOxtKit,**  saM  Miss  Maitiand ;  wiite  a 
note  to  s$y  you  osamct/^tteJ* 

^  Ydu  ttiu^e^oUiie  fiie,^  said  ilSllnor — 
"  I  really  must  go.  Mrs.  WyMe  has  al- 
vfW^B  heed  very  l»nd  to  me ;  andj  besides, 
I  cannot,  were  I  even  inclined,  disdSlig^ 
them-;       alafi !  1  have  no  otbet  hbrne!" 

You  have^  my  d<^  Elinor;  Hiis 
house  m  youm  as  loiig  as'  it  is  mine,  and 
pGC^ise  me  thdt  yc^  WiU  make  it  so, 
wh^ev(^  you  losd'  MuinreMid^  or  it 
shfAbdcome  di«£igteealtte  to  you.'* 

Elinor  warmly  thanked  her -friend  Jbi 
h^kiifliiieis^  and  gtfi^  Oie^ftSttiise;  and 

<  .      -  hastily 


hastily  left  the  rootni  on  pretence  of  aii«^ 
swering  the  note,  but,  in  walHy,  to  oen^ 
oeal  tlte  -^motion  she  bould  ^ot  longer 
ccmeeal.  Along  witii  her  fedkigs  of  gra- 
titude,  v&j  bitt^  emotions  intended- 
l^emsdves.  She  was  (Hendfess^  housd*^ 
less,  and  dependent  on  people  4sfae  almost 
despUed.  To  Miss  M#ltland,  whom  she 
dearif  loved^sbe  eopld  bear  to  be  obliged; 
Ixat  even  froni  her  it  was  hard  to  be  told 
so.  Slinor^s  hescft  ai)d  temper  were  past 
in  the  haughtiest  moulds;  till  of  late, 
dreumstances  had  not  unfolded  it ;  but 
the  persecution  she  had  sqfiered  about , 
Henry  and  old  Gpulmtone  had  drawn  it 
foifh,  and  she  felt  the  diiMance  %vhich 
lady  LuffnfiA^ncF  kept  her,  with  a  degree 
of  iinuttemble  Mttemess  of  spirit. — !3ut 
I  wrong  Eliza,"  said  she,  as  she  dried 
he^ie&r&;  ^  '^^hei^  ^eMle  spiiit  nev^  would 
^mj.iii.  H  hurt 
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hurt  any  one's  feelings ;  she  meant  it  aU 
in  kindness,  and  I  am  a  proud  fool 

Elinor,  thus  wisely  reasoning,  joined 
Mrs.  Montgomaie  and  her  iriend,  after 
writing  her  note,  to  say  she  would  be  at 
Muirvenaide  early  next  day,  and  she 
hoped  to  be  allowed  to  return  soon. 

That  day  was  spait  in  examining  the 
furniture  and  fiunUy-portraits,  of  many 
of  which  the  old  housekeeper,  who  had 
lately  resumed  her  place,  had  anecdote 
to  tell. 

It  is  strange  that  there  should  be  no 
picture  of  my  father  here^"  said  Eliza. 
Pray,  do  you  think  I  resemble  him  ?** 
I  never  saw  your  fiilher,  my  lady, 
since  he  was  a  boy.  But  you  are  not 
like  your  grand&ther,  for'  be  was  very 
black.'' 

• Alice  is  right,"  said  Mrs.  Montgo- 

t  i  meade; 


CUBIOSITY.  147 

merie ;  **  the  family-colour  of  the  Mait- 
lands  is  dark.  There  is  an  old  song  that 
I  have  heard  Nanny  sing^  about  a  black 
sir  Hector  of  your  lineage ;  ^t  I  sup- 
pose your  mother's  fkmily  •  was  fair.** 

"  I  really  do  not  know,**  said  ElLsa, 
and  the  conversation  dropped. 


HS  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


-Thoa  art  the  nghtfol  heir 


Of  yon  proud  casde  and  these  wide  domains. 

DougUt. 


I  AM  really  very  happy  indeed,  Mr. 
Oswald,  that  you  are  the  representative 
of  such  an  old  &mily  as  the  Bethunes  of 
Dunscraig.  There  is  not  a  more  ho- 
nourable house  in  Fifeshire/'  said  sir 
Patrick,  as  he  looked  at  the  papers  he 
had  been  examining.  I  shall  certainly 
assist  you,  as  fiu:  as  I  can,  in  persuad- 
ing Wylie  to  part  with  what  lands  you 
want;  but  we  must  have  a  lawyer  for 

the 
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Ibe  better  support  In  the  mcMfimtf 
let  ut  lady  LttOHfidaine^  wh6, 1  am 
sure^  wiUngoioe  at  having  her  house  ho^ 
Boned  hy  such  a  wealthy  desdendant  of 
a  true  old  fiunily.  Yott  were  always  a 
finrourttei  and  will  lose  fiothing  of  it  as  a 
Bethuna" 

Shr  Batfkit  Hd  Ym  kdy  no  more  than 
ja8tice»  ^le  hcaid  the  news  with  great 
ddight^  and  ei^rly  penned  the  packet, 
whidi  contained  authentie  documents 
of  the  hirthof  Rosabdi  Betbune;  her 
light  to  the  barony  of  Dunscvaig,  after 
piyieg  a  fine  to  government  for  the  re^ 
b^on  of  her  father;  and  a  proviso,  that» 
diould  it  be  bought,  or  pass  into  other 
hands,  without  her  leave,  it  was  re* 
temaMe  within  a  certain  1ime«  upon 
pajring  the  price  ffven  for  it. 

TMs  paper  had  been  drawn  up  and 
H  S  properly 
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pn^epriy  attested.bj  the  fiiend  who  had 
takai  ctfie  of  the  infiint  Rosabel,  and  af- 
terwards, given  it  ;  to  her  husband  It 
likewise  bore,  that  the  cMtiginal  charten^ 
and  ^  deeds  horn  which,  this  was  co- 
pied,  wore  to  be  found  in  an  <dd  oakoi 
cabinet  left  in  Dunscraig  Housa 

^  I  am  afraid  these  will  hardly  be^  re- 
cpyeredy**  said  sir  PattidL,  as  his  wife 
laid  do wn  the  papars ;  bat  we  shaU  try 
it  wifliout-them.'' 

Oswald,  or  Oswald  Bethune,  as  he 
was  now,  thanked  his  friends,  for  thdr 
kind  attentions^— I  certainly  would 
be  soiry.  to  .  hurt:  the  feelings  of  any  one 
about  the  recovery  of  this  estate.  As 
Mr.  Wylie  has  purchased  it,  I  slmll  write 
to  him  just  now~ask  him.  to  sdlit,  and 
state  my  wish  for  doing  so,  and  the  dum 
I  have  up(Hi  it ;  and  for  a  few  months  I 

shaU 
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shall  leave  this  part  of  the  country.  I 
think  it  my  duty,  as  r^resentative  of 
such  a  fiimilyi  to  do  my  utmost  to  repos- 
sess its  lands ;  but  that  utmost  only  ex- 
tends to  buying  the  estate,  if  the  present 
proprietor  wish  to  sell  it;  and  to  tell 
the  truth,"  continued  Oswald,  blushing 
a  little,  if  I  had  the  place  this  moment, 
I  should  not  probably  stay  in  it  I  sup- 
pose there  are  none  here  connected  with 
the  fitniily,  to  whom,  as  a  landlord^  I 
could  be  of  much  benefit" 

"There  is  one  person,"  said  lady 
Lumsdaine,  who  is  of  your  name,  fa- 
mily, and-  following,  who  will  greatly 
rejoice  at  your  appearance-— I  m  ean  old 
Nanny  at  the  cottage,  whom,  I  dare  say, 
you  recollect ;  she  nursed  your  mother." 


most  anxious  to  see  the  old  wo] 


I  recollect  her  perfectly,  and  am  now 


h4 


really 


I5f  ovwaosnr^ 

'<I  waBf  aiA  oltjr  keep  httr 
1^1868  whoi  she  hem  ei,  and  sees  y6A. 
Many  a  l^nd  has  she  oi  the  pFcrwess  of 
yeur  ancestora.  Y(hi  imist  see  her  fae« 
fi»e  you  leave  us;  and  to-n^fat  I  will 
prepare  her  for  your  xeeeption  " 

Lady  lAimsdeine  too  mueh  m 
admirer  of  feudal  tlnies^  and  the  at* 
taehnlent  that  thim  ^tthsisted  hrtween  a 
hUon  and  bis  fi^loWersh  to  n^leet  this 
dppbrtttnity  of  briQgiiig  them  together. 
She  drove  to  the  cottage  hevsdi^  and* 
with  great  kindness,  prepared  Nantiy  for 
a  itight  of  her  yoUng  mister. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  trem- 
bling joy  and  exoUmatians  ei  Nannyi  as 
she  surveyed  Oswidd^  nor  her  eodless 
questions  about  his  ''tpming  to  stay 
among  th^m  in  his  ain  Ha'  House.  But 
it's  a'  altered**-^' netr  lairds,  new  lawst' 

and 
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I      ^thiit^katruetale.  JkAifyaaio  totm 
I       bide  to  your  dn,  theirs  ae  iat  iiftbe  old 
f       ftimilare  I  ken  of,  that  I  thmk  y^Sget 
baek,if  ye  Hice^and  Wb  ¥  this  very  hooie.'' 
«  In  tins  house !  Piay,  Kmny,  what 
is  it  yeoduld  dQ  for  me  ?~ wfaat-^-^'' 

What  but  your  ain  gnin(%ther'a<»u 
tall^t  thirt  ^tood  in  bis  ain  cioset»  at  ike 
&r  etid  of  llie  transe.  I  think  I  got  a 
surptifie  when  two  men  btoughft  it  in 
frfte  i^  manse  no  lang  syne.  $ome  het^' 
Heat  Engliiriiwoman  bought  it  at  the 
ili1fiiiM:er's  rdop.  Poor  man!  be*«dead, 
ye  keii,  and  it's  like  it's. to  i^timd  h^ 
tSIlshe  can  g«tapla«e  to  pit  it  in." 

^  Are  you  quite  sine  that  tlii8eiA)inet 
bebnged  to  my  grandfiither,  Nanfiy  ?" 

*  Sure  I  caniia  be  but  sure,   t  have 
<^(tl^gud6  reason  tokened  agaSn.  Ye  0ee 
urn  bairn,  wlien  I  wa^  little  mair  than  a 
Vft  hsAe,  I  was  liften,  very  aften,  it  tlie 
H  6  the 
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Ha'  Houte;  atid  ae  day  I  vm  set  to  tait 
tbe  young  hkA,  as  they  ca*d  him/ your 
mother^sauldest brother;  he  did  naliye 
lang.  Weel,  as  I  was  sayings  I  was  set 
to  tent  the  ba|m,  and  he  was  rinnin  and 
playin,  and  he  ran  to  hisfathei^s  dose^and 
I  gaed  after  him.  This  doset  was  where 
the  laird  keepit  a'  his  books  and  papers^ 
'guns,  swordfl^  and  a',  and  he  likit  ill 
whan  CHiy  body  gaed  into  it  but  himsdf; 
so  I  thought  he  wad  be<  angry,  if  he 
saw  us  In ;  so  I  did  a'  I  could  to  wyk 
the  bainf  awa ;  but  he  wad  na  more 
tiU  he  gat  a  key  it  was  lyii^ ;  so  he  gat 
the  key ;  and  I  thought  nae  ill,  till  the 
laird  came  han:^,  and  it's  like  he  miss'd 
the  key.  The  hale  house  was  soqgbt 
for  it ;  it  Qould  na  be  found  ;  ibe  hakn 
bad  lettent  &'  put-bye.  It  was  soon 
found  out  I  had  been  i'  the  doset ;  the 
burd  was  like  to  be  ma  deed;  be  mm* 

paged 


CimiOSITY.  158 

paged  like  mad,  and  swore,  if  any  body 
j&nd  that  key,  he  was  a  gttie  man. 
I  lookit  and  lookit  a'  gates  t|Il  I  itras 
weary.  At  last  my  lady  persuaded  him 
to  ha'ed  broken  open,  and  there  was  a 
bit  wood  ca'd  off,  and  it  was  maided 
wi'  a  bit  of  a  difierent  kind.   I  dinna 
ken  then  what  pat  the  laird  i|i  dch  a 
kippage,  but  hae  often  thought  sinsyne 
that  it  was  the  prince's  papers  lie  uran 
sae  feared  ibr  bein  seen.  But  come  your^^ 
sel,  and  seeit;"  and  opoiing  the  door  of 
liie  smdl  doset,  she  pointed  to  lady  Je^ 
mima^s  purchase. 

Oswald  went  forward,  and  examined 
it  He  saw  where  it  had  been  mended' 
near  the  lock,  and  was  rmnkiating  whe- 
ther it  eould  be  the  cabinet  mentioned 
in  the  paper  or  not,  when  Nanny  resum- 
ed her  story. 

h6  ""Ihave 


I  hiive  dftm  b^<Mrd  \mg  sgm,  that 
there  19  wai^  que^  tirly  4niwer  about 
that  Ainir;  but  it!$  ftiftybe  a  lierbttt 
ye  ciiiliii  see  »aA»  |t»  for  JVIks  Grant  has 
thekey.^ 

Oswidd  now  took  leave  ^  Nanny^ 
promfBitig  lio  Me  iier  i$deii  aigiin,  ifti4  to 
try.bttd^tbaek  the  ''aqldHa'  Hoq«e, 
«i  Htoa^"*  aatd  Nmnyii     tak  the 
iw»e    Betbune^y^  faa^  a  gude  rif^ht 

.vllttibisittiisoii  ailld^^  Meri6% 
and  9tadverii!ig1^eeatMe,md  it  tuneft 
giving  a  sigh  to  the  thpngbtfr  ^  £tisai» 
QftWbld  waU^  his  hi^se  for  a  or 
tiw<^;.  bift  finding  the  t^^ght  earning 
QQi^  /hectpufred  his  hfffst^  .  lnto  a'  tn^ 
4iidi  i$  was  not;  tof  scHpae  time  that  he 
netioed  be  had  parsed  the  road  that  led 
to  the  castle^  and  was  going  atraght  to 
^  i  '  Northfield. 


Nortbfieia^  He  ehed^ed  lui  hoite,  and 
deliberated  a  little  whether  he  had 
tfr  tvm  back  by  the  highwll^f ,  or  strike 
aeross  the  Adda,  a  aborter  uTay,  Irhicb' 
Heniy  had  pointed  out  to  him. 

While  in  the  act  of  pmrimig  his  horse 
through  a  gi^  ia  the  hed^»  he  tfaoit^t 
he  hewd  a  gfoan ;  be  Uatened ;  it  M^aa 
repeated,  but  feinter.    Oswald  letfped 
frdm  his  horse^  and  9oi«(g  diredtly  to 
the  place  fit>m  \thteh  ^  sound  pio6eed> 
edf  be  fi>tt]id  a  qmh  lying  w  ^  ditjdh, 
apparraftly  eisbftiisteiL'  He  sppke^  but 
no  answer  was  returned.  He  then  faised 
the  body  in  his  arnf8»  alid)iei\eeiv6d'he 
had  fainted.   His  dr^ss  i^as  a  blui^  <Aotti 
gWoi,  such  a9  5v»e  w<m  by  b^g^, 
and  below  81  n^taty  imdveaa.  Wfaat^ 
is  now  to  be  done?"  thought  QswnU; 
CM  is  within  neaeh      Aiy  volte^ 

lindi 
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atid  I  know  not  where  to  procure  li- 
quid'' 

Jotft  at  that  moment  he  recollected 
be  bad  hiji  faunting-fladk  in  bis  pocket,  in 
which  was  a  oor^l;  he  moistened  the 
lips  of  the  Dnfortunate  man  with  it,  and 
afterwards  succeeded  in  getting  some 
down  his*  throat;  his*  car6s  were  re- 
warded by  his  patient  opening  his  eyes, 
and  asking  where  he  was,  and  who  it 
was  that  was  so  Idnd-  to  Mm  ? 

Oswald  satisfied  him  in  both  these 
points,  and  alkdd  him  where  he  intend- 
ed going? '        i  » 

To  the  Maltland'Armspublie^bouse; 
w^ere  I  think  I  can  crawt  ye*.'^ 

Oswald issist^bifti  tb  rise^'  dnd,  with 
prompt  huMai^ty,  offered  his  arm  W 
steady  the  stilUfaltering  steps  of  the  in- 
vaM  I  and  takitig  hold  of  the  bridle  of 
the  horse,  offered  it  to  his  companion. 

•a  think 
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,  V  I  think  I  would  rather  walk,'*>  and 
Oswald  still  assisting  hini^  tamed  to  the. 
dinectbn  of  the  small  pubfie-honse, 
which  he  knew  orald  not  be&r  distant' 
ijiriseiy  forbearing  to  ask  any  questtons; 
till  he  saw  the  poor  man  mxxre  aUe  to 
answer. 

At  the  Maitland  Arms  be  was  re^ 
QCftYed  with  a  smile  and  courtesy  by  the 
jolly  landlady,  and  waited  till  he  saw  his 
charge  in  a  com&rtaUe  bed.  He  learn* 
od  from  kiin,  that  as  he  Was  tm^alling 
towards  Northfield,  on  business,  he  was 
taken  ill;  and  obliged  to  stop  by  the 
way-^hat  tliia  evoung,  while  slowly 
walking  qih  he  had  been  overtaken  by< 
a  sailor,  .who^  .  after  robbuig  him  :of  his^ 
parse,  had  beat  and  rolled  him  into  the 
ditch. — He  would  soon  have  stripped 
me,  had  a  noise  not  frightened  him ;  and 

I  owe 


I  owe  xay  life  tD  jditr  faumatiify.  Can 
you  teH  racv  sin  if  oiijr  fiunily  Ihre  in 
Nordififli;  HotiaeP  Upoli  bciiig  in* 
fonnea  thiit  Mim  Mautliind  iiad  taken 
ponieasion  came  days  before^  lie  groaibed, 
and  dien  eagerly  aaked^  if  Mr.  WiHiam^ 
son,  the  clergyman,  was  still  alive  I 
am  not  too  late  yet,*  ii^  muttered. 

Osmild  praised  to  oome  etuly  neitt 
dAy. 

''DonotMU"  add  the  old  man,  ""fer 
yoti  know  not  li6w  dmdi  dq^ends  di 
your  tdturn.'* 

After  r^rating  Ins  ODdRnands  to  tke 
laAdUdy  tio  pay  evay  atlickition  le  tke 
svck  tatai,  and  to  tebd  for  the  tilh^ 
sttr^eon,  Oi^waU  itfKmntedj  asd  r^ 
to  Blairgowon. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

The  needy  man,  who  has  known  better  days-*- 

One  ^haai  distrm  ha4  ipited  at  worlds 

Is  he  whom  tempting  fiends  would  pitdi  npon 

To  do  SQch  deeds  as  make  the  prosperous  men 

lift  lip  their  hands,  and  wonder  who  could  do  them ; 

And  Stt^h  li  iHati  wt»  I — a  in&n  declined. 

Who  saw  no  end  of  black  advetvitj  \ 

Yet,  for  the  wealth  of  kingdoms,  I  wMild  not 

I  had  touched  that  infant  with  a  hand  of  harm. 

Dmglau 

As  ElincM*  left  ttie  break^t^tdiLe  at 
Ncnrtbficddi  a  card  was  put  into  ber  band; 
she  glanced  it  over,  and  was  a  good  d4a|< 
surprised  to  find  it  was  from  Mr.  Os- 
wald ;  its  purport  was  to  beg  Miss  Sin^ 

clair 
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dair  would  inform  Miss  Mdtland^  that 
an  old  man,  who  was  then  at  the  Mait* 
land  Arms,  wished  much  to  see  her, 
as  he  had  something  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  inform  her  of ;  and  that,  with 
her  permission,  he  would  try  to  come  to 
Northfield 

''This  is  most  extraordinary,*'  said 
Eliza,  as  she  returned  the  note  to  Eli- 
nor ;  *'  an  old  man  want  to  see  me,  and 
Oswald  too !  What  connexion  can  he 
have  with  him 

"  And  will  you  see  him  T  asked  her 
friend. 

"To  he  sure  I  will.  So  write  a  note  to 
Oswald,  and  say,  that  if  the  old  man 
can  be  moved,  tp  have  him  brought 
here  immediately^'' 

*'Stay — ^here  is  more,"  said  Elinor. 
'*  I  am  desired  to  say,  that  the  presence 

of 


cuEiosinr.  ICS 

of  Mr.  Williamson,  the  dei^miiii/is  re- 
quested^ aiid  beg  you  will  send  for  him.'' 
The  note  was  dispatched,  and  a  mes- 
senger for  Mr.  Williamson,  whose  house 
was  not  at  a  great  distance. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  had  gone  to  pay  a 
forenoon's  visit  at  the  castle — so  was  not 
at  hoQie  when  the  card  came. 

If  this  should  be  some  trick  now," 
said  EUnor,  *fwhat  a  laugh  they  will 
have  at  our  wise  heads !" 

Trick!  that  is  impossible.  Oswald 
i9  incapable  of  sudi  a  thing." 

^*  I  dare  say  he  is,"  said  her  friend ; 
but  Mr.  Oswald's  name  may  be  bor« 
rowed  for  a  little  trick.   If  Mr.  George 
Wylie  had  been  in  the  country,  it  would 
have  been  like  him." 

A  servant  now  announced  that  the 
old  man  from  the  inn  was  come,  and 
waited  her  comman^ls  in  the  haU. 

"  Conduct 
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.     <>»diiet,  bim  tp  tbe  Ubniry^  Jo 
4Rcl^«^  iild  AHwR  to  g^V0  him  aome 

@bB  dr^ed,  yet;  aliaost  b^ed,  tibit 
Oswald  might  be  with  him ;  but  she  W9$ 
nurtakeiwhe  had  $een  patieia^  safe 
into  her  servant's  €«re^  md  then  left  fab», 
wondering  whet  tbci  seetet  ooold  be  thftt 
ceMAeemed  Mks  Maitlatld. 

Ju9t  fls  that  Iftdy  a»d  Eliuor  wofeproK 
oeeding  to  the  library^  Mr.  WyJie  wat 
Ma^nce^f  He  wds  We^aomed  by  Miss 
Maitland,  wha  9Md  she  wa$  most  happy 
td  see  htQ9»  as  be  would  aMompany  bar 
tebeaif  what  this  did  mm  had  to  aay» 
and  A4id  timt  Mr.  WiUiamscai  had  been 
{0nt  &>t  at  hid  request 

They  now  proccfeded  to  the  Ittxary, 
and  f<Hind  the  wvaHd  seated  in  an 
armchair^  and  old  Alice  fidgeitii^  abcnit 
him.   She  had  giv^  him  agiass  of  wfine, 

and 


and  was  pressing  him  to  take  a  Jittle 
biscuit 

When  Hbe  eom^^y  came  ii^  Im  tried 
toris^butfouldnot.  Hebowedhishmd 
as  the  laches  approached^  Hnd»  looking 
at£liiK»^,  a4sed  if  aim  was  MifsMoitltmd? 

I  have  not  that  honour  f  mid  jpcwt* 
iog  to  her  fHend~-'^  this  is  tb^  la^you 
wiili0d  to  see*** 

The  old  man  looked  eag^ly  at  h^ ; 
his  ky^  at  the  sime  tioie  eneotiot^tng 
Wylie,  he  said—''  Tbi$  is  as  it  shouW 
be."  He  f uiwd  to  faSm^ahd  said^-^Do 
you  know  me?" 

N<*  I,  truly,  but  suppose  you  are 
some  impostor," 

No,''  retorted  the  oiaflutn^    but  I 
have  been.  'Have  you  foifpot  the  Ctrnxf^ 
ofSMi  €arlo«  and»4bove  aitl^aTe  yoli 
foj|Bcft«id1l^?" 
Mr.  Wylie  «tiiH;^  jmfl  wmttimup 
:  to 
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to  the  old  man.— ^  What  do  you  mean,  I 

^  I  mean,  where  is  the  chOd  you  took 
charge  of  from  me?  is  not  that  she?" 
pointing  to  Elinor.  And  now  tell  me, 
and  before  this  company,  who  you  be- 
lieve her  to  be 

The  natural  daughter  of  Augustus 
Pemberton/'  said  Wylie,  thrown  off  fais 
guard  by  the  question. 

Not  the  natural  daughter — ^you  know 
that ;  but  learn  that  she  is  not  a  Feoi- 
berton,  but  a  Maitiand»  and  heiress  to 
these  lands/' 

The  man  is  crazy,*"  said  Wylic; 
"  let  us  leave  him.'' 

I  am  not,  ladies.  Stay — here  is  one 
who  will  witness  what  I  say." 

Mr.  Williamson  just  then  entered, 
and  the  poor  invalid,  taking  off  his  hat^ 
a^ed  bun  if  he  knew  him  ? 

''I  should 
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I  should  say,  how  can  I  ?  But/'  kdd 
the.oid  gentleman,  looking  nearer,  ^  it 
cannot  be  old  Scrymgeoun  the  steward, 
i¥ho  was  so  long  in  aur  Qilbert  Maitibnd^s 
family ;  and  yet  the  features  are  the 
same,  and  cannot  easily  be  forgotten." 

"  You  are  right,  reverend  sir;  it  is  in- 
deed Scrymgeour,  die  shadow  of  what 
he  onee  was.  I  have  crawled  here  to 
die,  and  give  my  testimony  in  favour  of 
those  who  1^  wrcmgfuUy  kept  out  of 
thdr  own.'* 

At  this  moment  colonel  CHntdn  was 
announced. 

Let  htm  come  in,"  saidScrymgeour ; 

he  too  is  eonoemed  in  what  I  have  to 
say." 

It  is  hardly  posuble  to  say  which  of 
all  the  parties  were  most  astonished. 
Tlietiyo  friends  awaited,  in  a  fearful  im- 
patience^ 
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pstkncev  ttie  deenng-4i{>  of  this  mystery. 
Colond  Clinton,  with  the  promptitude 
of  aaridaev^  presented  ^eats  to  the  h^&es, 
and  Arit^flie  door,  cotnu^ding  siienoe. 

Yoa  see  bsfiire  you  a  pian  ^whq  has 
been  led  to  erimei^  by  two  evil  ominsd- 
lera,  avarkte  und  l^tred*  My  father 
\^as  one  of  ^the  t^nts  m  sir  Gilbert 
MaiUmd^  estate ;  he  was  weedthy,  and 
favoured  by  hls  huidkxd^  I  had  reeeiv- 
ed  a  better  edgtbtioft  thun  was  usual  m 
my  rank.  Sir  Gilbert  saw  and  praised 
my  asmdinty.  i  was  oftai  employed  by 
the  steward,  and  succeeded,  at  his  death, 
to  hokL  lhat  jiSkufftaoh.  it  was  then  that 
the  dembi  I^Sairaricelw^t  pcxssession  of 
me.  The  more  infirm  my  master  grew^ 
I  was  the  rmte  trusted,' apd  rose  in  pro- 
povtUm. 

^  Wihen^hiB  sens  JW^eieM  ^idiege,  dwy 

met 
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met  with  Mr.  Wylie,  and  brought  him 
home  with  them  during  the  vacations. 
Whether  it  was  that  Mr.  Wylie  saw  toy- 
wish  to  accumulate,  I  knew  not,  but  I 
thought  so ;  and  besides,  I  dreaded  any 
one  being  very  intimate  in  the  family  but 
myself.  At  last  the  young  party  set<^ 
for  the  Continent,  and  left  me  at  liberty 
to  pursue  my  schemes  as  I  pleased. 

"  After  the  death  of  sir  Gilbert  and 
his  eldest  son,  I  did  as  I  thought  pro- 
per,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  commencing 
gentleman,  when  Mr.  Wylie  was  sent 
over,  to  look  after  sir  Robert's  affairs.  I 
need  not  say  how  long  we  contended ; 
suffice  it,  that  I  was  the  loser,  both  in 
money  and  character,  and  Mr.  Wylie 
established  himself  here. 

"  Like  every  one  wlio  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  their  office,  I  was  deserted 

VOL.  III.  I  by 
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by  my  adherents,  and  every  ixiethod 
taken  to  insult  my  feelings.  Almost 
maddened  by  an  affiront  I  received  from 
a  neighbour,  instigated,  as  I  thought,  by 
my  successful  opponent,  I  swore  re- 
venge ;  and  that  I  nu^t  have  some 
chance  to  injure  him  with  sir  Robert,  I 
gathered  together  the  wreck  of  my  for- 
tune, and  set  sail  for  Italy. 

It  happaied  that  the  vessel  I  sailed  in 
was  the  sam^  ki  which  Miss  Femberton, 
-afterwards  lady  Maitland,  and  her  bro- 
ther, had  taken  their  passage.  Mr.  Pem- 
berton's  servant  bad  fallen  sick ;  and  as 
I  had  several  times  been  very  serviceable 
to  him,  he  asked  me  if  I  would  serve 
him.  A  {eyi;  months  before,  I  would 
have  spumed  such  an  idea;  but  now 
I  a^ccepted,  hqth.  for  the  sake  of  having 
lyjwetbiwg  to  dej^n^  upon,  and  that  I 

mig;^t, 
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might,  iu  such  a  situation,  have  a  better 
chance  cf  finding  out  sir  Robert's  dispo- 
sition, and  have  an  ^e  on  my  rival  in 
poweTt  ill  case  he  should  come  out,  which 
I  thought  he  would.  I  told  him  my 
name  was  Watson,  and  that  I  had  been 
unfortunate.  Never  was  a  gentler,  kind- 
er master*  We  landed  in  Italy,  apd 
my  master  and  his  sister  were  soon  in* 
troduced  to  sir  Robert  Maitland.  I  al- 
ways contrived  to  keep  out  of  sir  Ro- 
bert's way,  lest  he  should  rec^^^nise  me. 

Nearly  about  the  time  that  Miss 
Pemberton's  marriage  was  fixed  with  sit 
Robert^  my  master  grew  dull  and  me« 
kuicholy,  stirred  little  abroad,  aud  saw 
no  company.  One  nwming  he  called 
me  to  him,  and  said,  as  near  as  I  can  re- 
collect— *  Watson,  I  think  you  are  faith- 
ful^ and  I  can  trust  you.  There  U  a 
I S  young 
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young  lady  to  whom  I  am  most  tender* 
ly  attached,  and  I  believe  she  is  to  me. 
She  is  a  native  of  England,  at  present 
residing  at  Naples.  I  have  the  strong* 
est  reasons  for  concealing  her  being  here, 
and  I  cannot  leave  Home  without  risk- 
ing a  discovery.  You  must  bring  her 
here,  and  I  will  requite  you  nobly/ 

**  I  had  every  reason  to  love  and  re- 
spect my  master,  and  resolved  to  hazard 
every  thing  to  serve  him.  I  brought 
the  lady  to  Rome,  and  afterwards  saw 
them  married.  Alas !  little  did  I  think 
I  would  have  so  much  to  answer  fat  J 
My  new  mistress  was  settled  in  a  smaU, 
but  beautiful  v31a  near  Rome ;  and  as 
Mr.  Pemberton  had  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  my  fidelity,  he  appointed 
me  to  serve  his  lovely  bride.  For  six 
months  all  went  well ;  but  it  was 

then 
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thm  that  sir  Robert  wished  to  visit 
Scotland,  and  proposed  that  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  should  go  with  them.  He  could 
not  well  refuse,  yet  could  not  think  of 
leaving  his  wife ;  and  for  family  reasoni^ 
his  marriage  could  not  be  declared. 

^  The  visit  to  Scotland  was  delayed 
irom  month  to  month ;  my  master  turn- 
ed daily  weaker,  and  I  trembled  when  I 
looked  at  his  pale  cheek  and  sunk  eye^ 
and  thought  he  would  not  be  l<xig  aii^ 
inhabitant  of  this,  world.  What  then 
must  have  been  the  sad  feelings  of  his 
wife?  While  with  him,  she  watched 
his  looks  with  feverish  anxiety ;  and 
when  he  was  absent,  her  time  was  passed 
in  tears,  and  in  sad  anticipation  of  th? 
iiitttr^. 

Tiine  passed  <m*  I  really  believe,  in 
serving  this  angelic  couple,  I  would  have 
iS  soon 
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soon  forgot  my  revenge,  and  crushed 
that  viper  which  I  had  formerly  cherish- 
ed.   But  it  might  not  be. 

•*  A  few  weeks  after  the  birth  of  Eliza 
Maitland,  Mr.  Pemberton  became  a  fa- 
ther. His  daughter  was  remarkably  de- 
licate, and  for  some  time  the  joy  of  the 
parents  was  checked  by  fears  for  its 
life.  Alas  !  this  child  Kved  to  lament 
both  its  parents  f 

•  As  the  child  daily  strengthened,  the 
parent  declined,  ft  was  ndW  determin- 
ed that  the  family  ^  flr'  Robert  Maifc 
land  and  Mr.  Pemberton  should  proceed 
to  lingland  together,  whfle^I'should  con- 
duct Mrs.  Pemberton  and  her  tjMW  to 
liondoti,  a  few  weekir  after;  irtieii  ' their 
marriage  was  to  have  been  declared.  I 
had  for  some  time  been*  ihaiaied  to  the 
ftrourite  maid,  with  Whdth  F  hadipecdv^ 
•  ed 
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ed  iBometiiiiig  handsome.  My  interest 
was  oonoemed  in  being  fkitbful ;  and  be- 
sides, I  had  a  trae  affection  for  the  par- 
ties. 

^  I  need  not  now  detail  the  melandio- 
ly  event  whidi  deprived  me  of  the  best 
of  masters,  and  Miss  Maitland  of  her 
parents.  My  poor  mistress  never  was 
like  herself  again.  She  pined  away,  not- 
withstanding all  my  own  and  my  wife's 
eve.  When  she  found  herself  dying, 
she  put  into  my  hands  a  packet — '  Wat- 
son,* said  she,  ^  in  this  packet  are  diy 
marriage  certifkate,  and  the  register  of 
my  child's  birth,  and  a  letter  to  my  bro- 
ther, who  will  be  kind  to  Elinor  for  his 
sister  Frances's  sake/ 

Merciful  Godr  said  colonel  Clin- 
ton,  it  was  then  my  poor  sister !  But 
go  on,  sir-^peak,  I  conjure  you !" 

I  4  "I  have 


17C  CURIOSITY. 

**  I  have  little  more  to  say,"  said 
Scrymgeour.      My  lady's  death  left 
my  wife  and  me  in  possession  of  the  se- 
cret of  her  marriage ;  her  money,  jewels, 
and  dothes,  were  about  five  hwidred 
pcHinds,  including  some  of  my  master^s 
wardrobe.    It  was  a  strong  temptation, 
and  at  times  I  was  tempted  to  conceal 
all,  bring  up  the  child  as  my  own,  and 
with  the  money  return  to  England,  and 
take  a  small  farm.   But  rectitude  pre- 
vailed, and  I  at  last  resolved  to  be  faith- 
ful.   My  wife  was  so  fond  of  the  child, 
that,  provided  she  was  not  deprived  of 
her,  any  scheme  I  proposed  would  have 
been  approved  of  by  her;  but  an  un- 
looked-for  event  made  me  change  my 
plan.    This  was  no  less  than  the  arrival 
of  my  old  antagonist,  Mr.  Wylie,  as 
agent  for  sir  Robert  Maitland. 

••How 
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^  How  my  heart  beat,  and  my  blood 
boiled,  when  I  91W  one  who  had  risen  to 
be  a  gentleman  <xi  my  ruin,  and  I,  who 
was  then  a  servant!  The  sight  of  him 
raised  every  latent  spark  of  passicm  in  my 
bosom,  and  I  swore  to  ruin  him,  if  my 
own  destruction  should  follow  after. 

^For  awhole  dayl  wandered  fromstreet 
to  street,  agitated  with  various  pkns  of 
levenge ;  I  could  resolve  on  nothing.  I 
acddentaUy  met  with  the  major-domo  of 
the  late  sir  Robert,  who  told  me  that  the 
servants  were  all  to  be  paid  off,  and  that 
the  English  gentleman  was  to  have  the 
charge  of  little  Miss  and  her  attendant 
iKsross  the  sea — tiiat  in  the  meantime  he 
had  left  home  for  a  few  days.  This  in- 
formation was  concluded  by  an  invita- 
tion  to  an  entertainment  the  major-domo 
was  to  give  the  servants,  the  evening  be- 
1 5  fore 
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fore  they  piurted.   I  accepted  it  more  to 
inquire  into  the  motions  x>f  Mr.  WyHe, 
than  any  pleasure  I  had  in  the  company. 

"  I  soon  leafrted  that  the  Itsdian  at- 
tendant of  Miss  Maitland  had  k  great  re- 
luctance to  leave  her  native  country, 
and  wished  much  if  she  could  bear  of 
any  who  would  come  in  her  place.  I 
said  at  once  I  was  sure  I  knew  of  one; 
and  promising  to  speak  to  the  agent 
about  it,  took  my  leave. 

^  As  the  confidential  servant  of  Mr. 
Pemberton,  I  was  heaid  when  I  pro- 
posed an  Englishwoman,  who  had  late- 
ly lost  her  mistress,  as  a  proper  person 
to  take  charge  of  the  child.  IwasAank- 
ed  for  my  care,  and  desired  to  send  the 
woman.  I  went  home  and  toM  my  wife 
the  plan,  who  readily  agreed,  fflie  was 
soon  established  as  principd  aitendhnt 

on 
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an  tbe  beirett.  From  sundry  ptetetaoes, 
the  other  txmin  were  soon  dismisBed, 
and  then  I  ventured  on  the  execution  of 
my  plan. 

I  got  admittanoe  to  my  wife,  and 
exchanged  the  children,  taking  with  me 
the  heiress  of  rir  Robert,  and  leaving 
E^ot  Femberton  in  her  place.   I  had 
previously  written  to  Mr.  Wylie,as  frorii 
a  stranger,  to  meet  me  next  eveniilg  in 
a  given  place,  as  I  had  something  of  oon- 
sequence  to  impart  to  him  concerning 
sir  Robert  Maitland's  affairs.   I  was  na^ 
turally  daric^mplexioned,  and  the  hot 
climate  had  made  me  still  more  so.  I 
had  on  this  occasion  put  on  the  dress  of 
a  Neapolitan,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  dark  wig  and  mustaehios,  hoped  to  de^ 
oeive  him.   He  came,  and  I  told  him  of 
Mr.  Femberton's  marriage~tliat  I  in- 
1 6  tended 
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tended  to  go  to  England  wiHi  my  diarge^ 
and  wanted  his  advice  how  to  act 

Mr.  Wylie  was  astonished ;  he  had 
calculated  on  being  the  sole  guardian  of 
the  heiress  of  sudi  immense  wealth* 
Here  was  a  claim  against  it,  and  doubt- 
less the  relations  of  the  young  child 
would  interfere  and  curtail  his  authority. 
No  one  knew  of  it  though,  and  I  saw, 
by  his  hesitation,  that  he  was  ready  to 
Ml  into  the  trap  I  had  laid  for  him.  He 
promised  to  see  me,  and  did  so;  and,  as 
if  overcome  by  his  arguments,  I  allowed 
myself  to  be  persuaded  to  conceal  my 
testimony,  and  to  give  him  the  child.  I 
did  so,  after  making  him  tdke  an  oatit 
that  he  would  bring  her  up  as  his  own, 
and  bestow  a  proper  education  upon  her. 

**  I  was  in  England  almost  as  soon  as 
Mr.  Wylie;  and  through  the  medium 

of 
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cf  my  \n£e,  heard  all  that  was  going  on. 
I  then  ported  to  Seotknd^  and  presented 
myself  to  Mr.  Williamson  in  my  own 
mune-— gave  him  the  packet  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Mrs.  Pemberton,  together 
with  all  the  papers  I  had  of  her  hus- 
band's, charging  him,  by  his  sacred  cha- 
racter, not  to  open  tiiem  till  the  hdress 
of  sir  Robert  Maitland  had  attained  her 
one-and-twentieth  year. 

*<My  wife  left  old  Mrs.  Pemberton'b 
service  as  soon  as  she  could,  and  joined 
me  in  Warwickshire,  where  her  relations 
were.  We  took  a  ftrm,  but  it  did  not 
suooeed.  Our  crops  failed,  and  cattle 
died ;  in  short,  every  thing  went  wrong. 
My  wife  continually  upbraided  me  for 
the  deceit  I  had  practised,  and  I  began 
to  repent  it  myself,  and  had  some 
thoughts  of  disburdening  my  cmsdenoe 

to 
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and  wanted  if^    ^  1 

calcakted^ 


^Ihavcgonethrwigfc 

w  ^;  Ihad  beentooloDg^ 

7  .iiaitCT  to  sofSv  with  pifti^ 
Aonj  pioTocatioiis  a  aoidier  isfiabk^' 
and  I  WW  too  old  to  attend  to  an  dieiDi- 
mitixof  thesemoe.  Ide8erttd,tfMlfcr 
a  twdvemontb  escaped  pmuduneot  A 
tonging  deare  to  aee  this  piaee  again  in- 
dnoed  metowandertDSoodand. 
of  my  raiment  was  upon  dutj^and  wiA- 

in  a  day's  maidi  of  NorthlMd.  I  wis 
taken,  and  thrown  into  prison.  Wbenl 
was  brought  before  the  ooart4iiatrtial  I 
hmfdoneof  my  judges  was  namedOb- 

ton- 
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^  l^  my  child  that  I 

.  action.   Her  fii- 
^  ,     ^     xiother  wishes 

^  that  be  the 
.Ik  ^  to  take 

^  then  left  to  th.  ^ 
.ud.  surgecm ;  and  as  I  wab 
fit  for  service,  1  had  my  discha.^ 
soon  as  I  was  able  to  crawl,  I  deterih  ^ 
to  come  here,  cost  what  it  would.** 

Here  the  old  man  appeared  exhaust, 
ed,  and  Mr.  Williamson  that  moment 
entered  with  the  pad&et,  which  he  had 
gone  to  seek.  The  conlpaQy  gathered 
round  him,  while,  with  tumbling  eager- 
ness, he  broke  open  the  seal. 


CHAP. 
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to  Mr^  Wifiiatnsbiv  v&sninj  wife  died. 
I  was  tiveh Je|l  aUtie;  and  as  the  oredi- 
ditors  had  seised  all  I  had,  I  took  the 
offel:  cf  a  serjeant,  who  happened  to 
come  to  our  village^  and  enHsted 

I  n^d  not  detail  tibe  various  seeoes 
of  toil  and  misery  I  have  gone  through 
for  ten  years ;  I  Imd  been  too  long  my 
OYrn  master  to  suffer  with  pi^i^noe  the 
many  provocations  a  soldier  is  liable  to ; 
and  I  Was  too.old  to  attend  to  all  the  mi- 
nutiae of  the  service*  I  desalted,  and  for 
a  twelvemonth  escaped  punishment.  A 
longing  desire  to  s6e  this  jdaee  again  in- 
duced me  to  wander  to  Scotland.  A  part 
of  my  regiment  was  upon  duty,  and  with- 
in a  day's  march  of  Northfield.  I  was 
taken,  and  thrown  into  prison.  When  I 
was  brought  before  the  cotirt^iiartial^  I 
heaifd  one  of  my  judgea  was  named  Clin- 
ton,— 
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ton. — 'Could  it  be/  thought  I,  'the  bro- 
ther of  Mrs.  Pemberton?'  One  look  con- 
vinced me  of  it.  His  generosity,  though 
it  could  not  serve  noe,  yet  mitigated  my 
punishment.  I  received  my  sentence, 
and  was  then  left  to  the  care  of  the  hos- 
pital surgeon ;  and  as  I  was  declared  un- 
fit for  service,  I  had  my  discharge.  As 
soon  as  I  was  able  to  crawl,  I  determined 
to  come  here,  cost  what  it  would." 

Here  the  old  man  appeared  exhaust^ 
ed,  and  Mr.  Williamson  that  moment 
entered  mih  the  padket,  which  he  had 
gone  to  seek.  The  compai^y  gathered 
round  him,  while,  with  trembling  eager- 
ness,  he  broke  open  the  seal. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Yott're  welcome  to  yoar  lady, 
Yo'.ir  welcome  to  your  towers; 

You're  welcome  to  your  house,  lady. 

For  a'  that's  here  is  yours.  Olii  Song. 

The  first  paper  that  attracted  attention 
was  a  letter  addressed  to  Edward  Clin^ 
ton,  esq.  Mr.  Williamson  handed  it  to 
the  colonel,  who,  not  without  emotion, 
read  as  follows : — 


What  will  my  dear  Edward 
think  when  he  receives  this,  and  hears 
that  his  sister  Frances  is  both  a  wife  and 

a  mother? 
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a  mother  ?  It  is  for  my  child  that  I 
now  implore  your  protection.  Her 
ther  18  DO  more,  and  her  mothar  wishes 
not  to  survive  him.  Should  that  be  the 
case,  my  servant  has  orders  to  take 
charge  of  the  infiuit  I  am  told  she  is 
very  like  me;  her  blue  eyes  and  light 
hair  are  certainly  marks  of  our  fiimily, 
I  have  named  her  Elinor,  for  my  mo- 
ther-^-alas!  that  mother!  what  will  she 
say,,  when  she  hears  I  am, the  widow  of 
a  heretic  ?  Enclosed,  you  will  find  the 
evidmces  of  my  marriage,  with  other 
papers  of  importance.  I  am  afraid  Mr. 
Femberton*s  family  will  not  be  so  well 
pleased,  when  they  hear  the  claims  of 
my  little  Nora.  And  now,  my  dear 
brother,  farewell !  I  feel  a  sad  presenti- 
ment that  we  shall  never  more  meet  in 
this  world.    Had  it  been  possible  to 

have 
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Itate  itifbrtned  you,  with  safety,  of  m j 
marriage,  it  should  have  been  done;  but 
I  dreaded  your  hot  temper  and  attach* 
fnent  to  yout  fimiily,  which  might  lead 
you  to  condemn  what  I  had  done.  I 
had  almost  fivgot  to  my^,  that  Eleanora 
hits  a  «maU  mark  round  her  left  arm, 
which  Witt  stoure  her  identily. 

Admit* 

Budtk  was  the  letter  of  Mrs,  Pember- 
ioik^  and  the  lines  enclosed  sealed  the 
testimony. 

:  Colonel  Clint<«i  hardly  looked  at  them 
till  he  folded  }iis  niece  in  his  arms.-*- 

Your  fac^  my  dear,  claimed  tne  as  a 
relati<m  the  first  time  we  met." 

"  It  was  then  my  mother's  (Hctore  I 
saw  at  Dartfield,"  sighed  Eliasa,  or  ra- 
ther 
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ther  Elinor;  and  turning  to  her  cousin, 
embraced  her,  and  wislied  her  much  jo^ 
of  her  new  possessions. 

Bewildered  and  overcome  by  the 
wonderful  events,  the  real  heiress  of 
NorthfieM  sunk  overpowered  on  a  chair. 
That  spuit  which  had  never  yielded  in 
adversity,  and  that  eye  which  had  never 
lowered  before  those  who  oppressed  her, 
now  sunk  in  prosperity,  and  she  seemed 
insensible  to  all  around  her  but  Mr. 
Wylie,  who,  leaning  over  a  diair,  his 
fiiee  concealed  by  his  hand,  was  indeed 
an  object  of  pity.  She  beckoned  Mr. 
WltUamsmi  to  cxme  forward,  and  rose 
to  leave  the  room,  followed  by  colon^ 
Clinton  and  his  niece. 

It  is  needless  to  say  with  what  feel- 
ings the  two  cousins  met  after  this  disco- 
very.— "  Now,  my  dearest  Eliza,  said 

Elinor, 
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Elinor,  ^  do  you  know  that  I  am  not 
so  happy  as  yoa  would  think  at  this 
discovery  ?  I  am  sony  for  Mr.  Wy lie.'' 
^That  is  more  than  I  can  say.  I 
think  he  deserves  to  feel  for  his  cruel 
selfishness;  but  we  must  send  for  sir 
Patrick  and  lady  Lumsdaine ;  and  Mrs. 
Montgomerie — how  astonished  she  will 
her  returned  Elinor. 

There  is  another  panson,''  said  Miss 
Pemberton,  "  who^  I  think,  will  be 
more  rejoiced  than  any  of  us.  What 
would  you  think  of  Henry,  my  dear 
cousin 

The  new  hdress  Unshed,  but  retum- 
ed  no  answer. 

That  evening  was  devoted  to  exa- 
mining papers,  and  taking  the  oaths  of 
Scrymgeour  and  Mr.  Wylie,  as  to  the 
truth  of  what  had  been  advanced. 

Scrymgeour 
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Scry mgeour  was^  identified  by  some  of 
the  old  servants,  and  produced  a  paper, 
signed  by  Wylie,  declaring  that  he  re- 
ceived a  child  from  him  at  Rome,  twen- 
ty years  before. 

Mr.  Wylie  acknowledged  this,  and 
begged  leave  to  withdraw,  which  was 
granted  him,  leaving  the  company  to 
wonder  at  the  length  which  avarice  and 
ambition  will  carry  some  people. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Mr. 
Wylie  sent  in  all  his  papers,  and  a  de- 
mand on  sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine,  for 
board  and  education  for  Miss  Sinclair, 
now  Miss  Maitland. 

Sir  Patrick  had  nearly  lost  patience 
at  this,  but  was  earnestly  entreated  by 
•  the  cousins  to  give  him  all  he  sought 

It  was  a  week  after  this  occurrence, 
that  Henry  Lumsdaine  came  to  ofier 

his 
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his  eongratulations  to  tfaeaew  prc^ietor 
q(  Northfield.  He  presented  a  letter  to 
Miss  Pemberton  &owl  his  father;  mi 
what  was  her  joy  and  surprise  at  finding 
a  letter  to  herself,  from  Mr.  Twyford, 
fdeasing  h^  from  her  promise,  and  re- 
ferring her  to  sir  Patrick  Lumsdaine  for 
an  answer! 

To  explain  this  letter,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  inform  our  readers,  that  Hemy 
had  always  had  some  suspicion  of  the 
motives  of  Mr.  T wyford's  addresses,  and, 
after  Oswald's  reappearance,  was  think- 
ing of  some  means  to  break  off  the  mar- 
riage, which  he  had  good  reason  to  think 
was  not  acceptable  to  Miss  Maitland. 

When  die  discovery  was  made  of  the 
relationship  of  the  two  young  ladies,  and 
Misa  Sinclair  found  to  be  the  heiress  of 
Nwthfieldft  Hemy  wrote  to  Mr.  Twyfixd, 

informing 
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informing  him  of  the  chaooge,  but  withf* 
out  saying  that  Miss  Femberton  had 
still  an  ample  fortune.  That  he  wa&. 
light  in  his  conjectures,  we  have  seen; 
and  to  him  Miss  Femberton  was  obliged^ 
for  shewing  her  quondam  lover  in  his 
true  light. 

«  Would  Oswald  now  come  forward 
was  Miss  Femberton's  first  thought. 

Had  he  left  the  country,  and  given 
her  up?" 

Oswald  had  done  neither.  He  had 
waited  a^  d^y  or  two,  by  the;  persuasion 
of  sir  Fatrickt  to  speak  to  Mr.  Wylie, 
and  examine  the  old  cabinet,  of  which 
Miss  Grant  had  sent  lady  Lumsdaine 
liie  key. 

Upon  opening  it,  they  found  nothing 
to.  satisfy  their  curiosity,  and  were  just 
going  to  shut  it  in  despair^  when  old 

Nanny 
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Nanny  advised  them  to  pull  out  the 
drawers,  as  she  was  sure  there  was  a  con- 
cealment. They  did  so;  and  finding 
one  much  shorter  than  the  rest,  Oswald 
examined  the  case  of  it,  and  found  that 
the  side  gave  way  to  his  touch,  and  dis- 
covered another  drawer,  full  of  papers. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  took  them  out,  and 
discovered  a  miniature  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Bethune,  Mr.  Oswald's  grandmother. 
Nanny  was  in  the  greatest  delight; 
she  looked  alternately  at  Mr.  Oswald 
and  the  picture,  to  find  a  likeness, 
and  at  last  persuaded  herself  there  was 
one;  but  no  other  person  could  disco- 
ver it,  although  they  were  all  too  good- 
natured  to  undeceive  the  poor  old 
woman. 

The  papers  in  this  manner  found  were 
the  original  rights  of  Dunscraig;  and 

sir 
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wr  Patrick  adyised  Mr.  Oswald  to  lose 
no  time  in  informing  Mr.  Wylie. 

^  I  don't  know,"  said  the  young  man, 
^  if  I  ought,  just  at  this  time,  to  harass 
Mr.  Wylie  with  business :  he  has  been 
much  mortified  of  late,  and  giving  in 
my  daim  might  look  like  trampling  on 
the  fallen." 

*•  You  are  a  generous  fellow,  Oswald," 
said  the  knight ;  take  your  own  way ; 
but  were  it  my  case^  he  should  have  no 
mercy.  But,"  continued  he,  Henry  is 
^ne  to  escort  the  two  cousins  to  the 
castle,  and  colonel  Clinton  is  to  meet 
them  there,  and  I  dare  say  we  shall  be 
late  with  this  paper  hunt  of  yours.  You 
are  in  a  brown  study,  I  think:  come, 
you  must  pay  your  compliments  to  the 
new  hdress,  and  wish  your  old  acquaint- 
ance joy  of  her  new-found  unde,  who  is 

VOL.  m.  K  a  most 
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a  most  gentlemanly,  soldier-looking  man, 
and  has  a  princely  house  in  DeYon- 
shire." 


CtmipSITY. 
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Good  to  ill  doth  aje  succeed ; 

After  winter  cometh  spring. 
Wean  the  oight  in  darkling  weed, 

Hotfi  ufngrwfgfifh  in  bef  .8t(M<L 

Thou  tbalt  weii  approTe»  thus  lead; 

Jgy  thou  W9t'»t  not  ai,  aball  bring 
That  whichy  or  I  fala^  read. 

Of  sorrow  past  shall  'suage  the  sting. 

L£  Gkano. 

It  would  hardly  have  been  possible  to 
fiqd  a  happer  party  than  the  one  seated 
round  the  breakfast-table  ^t  the  castle. 
Sir  Pa,tr}c^  had  a  heart  wh^ch .  led  him 
tp  r^ojoe  with  all  those  who  rejoice^  apd 
lady  Lutnsdaine  did  riojt  feel  her  dignity 
K  2  hurt, 
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hurt,  by  admitting  into  her  house  the 
person  on  whom  her  son  had  placed  his 
affections.  She  saw  in  her  an  equal  in 
birth  and  fortune. 

The  lovers  were  too  happy  to  speak 
much.  At  times^  a  shade  passed  over 
the  brow  of  Oswald,  and  a  sigh  burst 
from  the  bosom  of  Miss  Pemberton ;  it 
was  ignorance  of  colonel  Clinton's  ap- 
probation which  caused  both. 

But  they  had  nothing  to  dread  from 
that  quarter.  The  colonel,  no  doubt, 
was  happy  to  have  recovered  a  niece  so 
highly  deserving  of  his  affection;  but 
he  had  too  much  good  sense  and  feeling 
to  forbid  an  attachment  he  saw  was 
equal  on  both  sides. 

While  the  party  were  dismissing  to 
their  several  avocations,  a  packet  was 
delivered  to  sir  Patrick. 

'•No 
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^  No  more  disooveries,  I  hope,*"  said 
the  colonel,  as  he  handed  the  baronet 
his  spectacles. 

The  packet  was  opened,  and  out  tum- 
bled two  papers ;  and  as  sir  Patrick  ea- 
gerly parused  the  letter,  his  face  flushed, 
and  quivering  lip^  shewed  its  contents 
to  be  none  of  the  most  pleasant. — 

Where  is  lady  Lumsdaine?*'  said  he — 
I  must  see  her  immediately  f  and  with 
rather  more  than  his  usual  activity,  he 
left  the  room,  but  forgot  to  Uft  the  pa- 
pers that  had  dropped  on  the  ground. 

The  colonel  picked  them  up;  and 
though  quite  above  looking  at  their 
contents,  could  not  help  thinking  they 
related  to  some  pecuniary  matters,  both 
from  the  effect  they  seemed  to  have  on 
the  knight,  and  the  way  they  were 
folded.—"  But,"  thouglit  he,  I  have 
K  3  no 
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no  busiti€si^  with  tfakt  affidr;^  ^  whist- 
ling to  his  dogs,  he  lieft  the  house,  to 
amuse  himself  till  dinner-time. 

The  conjectures  of  the  colonel  were 
not  far  wrong.  Sir  Patrick  enteired  his 
wife's  dressing-robtn,  with  the  letter  in 
his  hand. — Read  that,  nly  dear,  and 
tell  tne  what  we  are  to  do  ?* 

The  letter  ran  thus  : — 


<'  A^  the  )HisbMMI  ^f  :Mriss 
Clews,  now  5tft.  Qe6t^  Wj«e,  i  httve 
to  demand  inistant  paynolent  6f  Vhe  en- 
closed bill  fot  six  thousk^td  p66^ds,  lehl 
to  you,  sii  years  Bgo,  hy  4;he  trditeds 
the  late  colonel  Ckfws,  With  ttie  ikitel^ 
on  the  same.  I  have  given  ttfy  lawyer  in- 
structions 


cuEiosiTir.  199 
structions  to  receive  the  cash ;  and  have 
the  honour  to  be, 

"  Yours  to  oonunand, 
"  George  Wylie," 


Where  is  the  bill  ?**  said  lady  Lums- 
dainCi  as  she  finished  this  short  epistle. 

It  is  in  the  other  room— -I  must  have 
dropped  it   But  what  is  to  be  done 
"  Pay  it,"  said  his  wife. 

You  know,  my  dear,  that  is  impos- 
sible at  present.  I  can  hardly  bear  to 
take  two  thousand  pounds  from  my 
funds,  and  here  is  six  to  pay,  besides 
interest** 

"You  must  ait  down  some  of  the 
timber,''  said  lady  Lumsdaine ;  "  we  shall 
surely  raise  the  sum." 

"  That  will  kill  me^  to  cut  down  the 
trees  my  grandfather  planted  " 

K  4  "  But 
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^  But  would  it  not  be  much  worse  U> 
owe  money,  and  to  such  a  mean  fellow 
as  that?  Yon  know  very  well,  sir  Pa- 
trick, I  never  would  have  consented  to 
take  this  money,  had  I  not  had  the 
prospect  of  the  whole  falling  into  oar 
&mily  by  Henry  ^s  marriage  with  the  heir* 
ress ;  but  since  it  has  turned  out  other- 
wise, we  must  pay  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Sensible,  as  I  am,  of  my  own  rank,  and  the 
dignity  that  should  become  the  wife  of  sir 
Patrick  Lumsdaine,  I  will  yield  all  out- 
ward show,  rather  than  be  indebted  to 
'  people  whom  I  despise.  But  your  son 
ought  to  be  consulted  in  this  affiiir;  and 
whatever  is  to  be  done  must  be  done 
speedily.'^  &o  saying,  she  rung  the  bell, 
to  summon  Henry  from  a  very  interest- 
ing conversation  with  Oswald. 

Henry,**  said  his  fether,    here  is  a 

troublesome 
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troublesome  business,  in  which  we  want 
your  advice.'' 

Henry  read  the  letter,  and  glanced 
over  the  bill,  which  his  mother  had  been 
reading. — There  is  no  difficulty  in  the 
matter,  my  dear  sir;  the  bill  is  good,  and 
you  acknowledge  the  debt" 

Lady  Lumsdaine  now  explained  to 
her  son  their  present  involvements,  and 
mentioned  the  cutting  down  of  the 
wood,  and  her  determination. 

•*  I  pafectly  agree  with  you,  my  dear 
mother;  but  I  do  feel  hurt  at  felling 
our  trees.  Is  there  no  other  expedient  ?" 
Aiid  he  paused  a  little,  as  if  thinking  of 
it.—"  Would  you  not  allow  me,  sir,  to 
inform  Oswald  of  this  affidr?  he  has  all 
along  been  a  brother,  and,  I  am  sure, 
would  do  his  utmost  for  you." 

Sir  Patrick  saw  no  hiarm  in  it. 

K  5  Not 


SOS  oimtosn^. 

NotsohisWifb;  fflieoDuldildtb^tke 
idea  of  a  third  person  seemg  poVlgfQr 
of  the  house;  but  her  sbn  eobVitl^  her 
of  the  propriety  of  tekiMg  soshe  msa^ 
advice- 
After  a  long  tc«iv^m/&cm  with  Ms 
friend,  Henry  brought  him  fe^ftk  feth^. 

Mr.  Oswald,  in  his  iMdi^t  bM  firm 
manner,  took  notice  ef  the  ^baM«M- 
ment  with  which  he  had  be*i  lhadi*  fie- 
quainted,  and  then  hegg^*  ^  VMAtk 
would  accept  from  him  tli^  UttHi^  Aow 
wanted.—**  I  have  it  jusfe  by  tinti  «ir, 
and  would  think  tbyisdif  Hondttir^  by 
your  acceptance  of  it.  I  consider  it  mtet 
feitunate,  in  having  it  in  iwy  poWer  to 
oblige  the  fhthet  of  my  friend>  who  Was 
true  to  me,  when  all  tfafe  ^  my  te- 
quaintancel9  left  infti" 
Sir  Patrick  thanlde^lasi^yoileig  friend, 

N  and 
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and  mif  he  would  certainly  acoept  the 
offer  jast  now^  and  hoped  he  soon  would 
find  a  way  to  repay  him. — Any  thing 
is  better,'*  said  he»  ^  than  b^ng  indebt- 
ed to  diese  WyKes ;  so  ccHtae^  gendanai^ 
and  let  us  infcHrm  lady  Luinsdaine  of 
wfal^  has  passed." 

If  there  was  something  rather  hsfugh* 
ty  in  the  maimer  in  which  her  ladyship 
thanked  Mr.  Oswald  for  the  &vour  he 
had  conferred,  he  forgave  it  fi>r  his 
fiiend's  sake;  and  addressing  her,  said— 
If  you  think  I  have  done  you  a  favour^ 
it  is  in  your  power  to  grant  me  another 
-»I  mean,  by  ^ving  your  consrat  to  the 
maniage  of  Henry  and  the  new*found 
Miss  Maitldnd;  they  have  been  koig 
and  femc^ly  afttached,  and  the  pru- 
dence and  firmness  the  lady  display- 
ed»  in  rejecting  your  son's  addresses, 
K  6  when 
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when  not  sanctioned  by  his  parents^  are 
proof  that  she  will  add  new  dignity  to 
the  house  of  Blairgowan."* 

Sir  Patrick  smiled,  and  lady  Lums* 
daine  assured  him,  that  they  should  no 
longer  oppose  their  son's  happiness,  as  it 
did  not  interfere  with  the  honour  of  their 
family. 

Mr.  Oswald  then  left  them  to  sedc 
colonel  Clinton,  to  speak  of  a  still  nearer 
and  dearer  concern — to  inform  him  of 
his  attachment  to  his  niece,  and  to  beg 
his  approbation^ 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  Montgomerie  was 
giving  the  cousins  an  account  of  Mr. 
Oswald's  name  and  family,  and  of  his 
finding  the  deeds  in  the  old  cabinet 

Well,^  said  Miss  Maitl^nd,  had  it 
not  been  for  Sophia's  curiosity,  that  ca- 
binet would  have  been  nobody  knows 

where. 
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Inhere,  and  perhaps  in  the  possestidn  of 
Mrs.  Greoige .  Wyiie,  and  the  papers 
vould  never  have  been  discovered.  I 
think  I  was  inspired  to  bid  i^pdnst  her. 
I><m't  you  think  so,  coz  ?"  . 

But  her  cousin  heard  her  not.  She 
was  absorbed  in  a  pleasing  ieveiie,  and, 
in  imagination,  saw  herself  the  wife  of 
Oswald,  settled  at  Muirveostde,  or  ra- 
ther Dunscraig^  restoring,  all  the  old  cus- 
toms Bxid  fashions  of  the  family.—*'  It  is 
strange,**  she  said,  raidng  her  head  to  her 
friend — is  it  not  strange  that  I  never 
felt  comfortable  at  Northfield  ?" 

"But  I  hope  you  wis  do  so  now,*' 
returned  her  cousin,  smiling  and  blush- 
ing. "  Do  you  recollect  when  you  told 
me  it  should  always  be  my  home  ?  Ah, 
my  friend!  what  obUgalions  did  your 
generous  heart  lay  mine  under  then! 

I  could 
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I  tocda^ahwoBt  itdsh  dntj  whcfei  all  these 
dliepTersak:  ^hsm  uikSJe,  you  iOi  hem 
IbunQ:  fCfOD,  that  I  migfat,  in  my  turn, 
fasvie  shewn  my  gf  nbnoAity;" 

"  I  dotft  ktaovr  if  ydrir  cousin  will 
tHahk  you  ibr  tbat  urisb^'*  said  Mrs. 
Monl^oaaerie, 

*^  I  thiiik  ^  ik  much  better  as  she 
is^your  equal  ilii  fdrtun^^  birth,.  Old  af* 
fteliony''  MUiltlitoPwibdrton,  holding 
duf  ha?  Mhd  lo  Heit  ima4 

Ahd  i&ow  hft  ^  goliiod  hfive  a  walk; 
and  I  pMjiose^^  said  the  old  lady^  that 
you  should  wkbmpiJSy  to'  the  cot- 
iagt^  and  if  yiou  think  tibe  Wilk  too  far, 
Iki^  liumsdaaoe  will  send  tte  carriage 
ftryouc" 

This  wafe  e^tmA  j^^pm;  ea- 
sily to::  be  mptMh^d  that  the  whole 
gwwp  wS»e  joyfiiBy  jnebeived  by  old  Nwi- 

ny. 


-ny,  atij  tUit  sM6  hitft  ii  MMt 
UstJ&ner  M  mn  Ptoib^ii,  #M16  ^ 
counting  her  meeting  with  her  htSHif 
the   yoang  ieSird,  and  many  a6eo> 
dotes  of  thfe  ttuld  Ifiiid^  the  hA%  itmd 
the  tocient  house  of  I>matihAi^i  Nun- 
liy^  haranj^e  Wab  etldlesi^  and  Mrs. 
Montgomeri^  had  t6  ihtM>poite  her  au- 
tlibrity,  tO  Mbke  h(er  ptdit  wkh  the  dear 
young  YtAy,  who^  She  #a8  siufe,  wad  hie 
the  very  wife  for  tfab  young  hdrd. 

It  Was  to  a  bite  dbnei-  that  the  pttrty 
i«at<bed  th«  »Mle,  hut  d^ey  had  all 
light  heaHs  and  «ttliling  couiltcfilitfie^; 

In  the  eireHitig,  iiioioli^  eiinten  fouhd 
tiiM  to  fell  liieeei  that  a  ol'his 
had  heen  acfMthng  fttt  int^tft  in  het 
favouh-^"  I  se^  niy  deai',  t  idlist  sotAi 
part  iMffi  yKftt  ,'  bm  I  yoii  Will 

ndt  breidc  ytwt  heMri  ASaAh&ftHtiattks 

one 
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on?  ,  who  will  speak  more  to  the  pur- 
pose than  I  <»n.  So.  adieu,  for  the  pre- 
sent r 

.  It  is  needless  to  say  with  what  delight 
Oswald  availed  himself  of  colonel  Clin- 
ton"^  permission  to  address  Miss  Fem- 
berton,  or  with  what  pleasure  he  enter- 
tained her  during  a  long  waU^. 

On  their  return^  they  found  sir  Pa- 
trick playing  at  chess  with  the  col<»ieI. 
He  smiled  archly,  and  holding  out  his 
hand  to  Miss  Femberton,  said — Well, 
pay  dear,  your  old  guardian  is  off  to 
Edinburgh.  He  judged  widely.  .Mr. 
Oswald,  here  is  a  letter  for  you.'' 

Itwas  jGnom  Wylie,  stating,  ^ascircum- 
stances  had  made  it  necessary  fat  him  to 
reside  m  Edinburgh  for  the  future  he 
was  wUling  to  dispose  of  Muirvenside  at 
the  prioe  he.paid  for  it;  and  as  it  had 

belonged 
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belonged  to  Mr.  Oswald's  ancestors,  that 
he  had  given  him  the  first  offer." 

Civil  to  the  last !"  said  the  knight, 
as  he  returned  the  letter;  and  what  is 
your  plan?" 

Oh !  to  take  his  offer,  to  be  sure 
returned  the  other. 

"  I  would  see  the  artides  of  purchase 
first,"  returned  sir  Patridc.  "Wylie, 
firom  what  we  have  seen,  is  not  much 
to  be  trusted." 

He  will  hardly  venture  cm  any 
more  tricks  for  some  time,"  said  Os- 
wald ;  *^  and  the  sum  stated  here  is  not 
large — so  I  think  I  may  safely  condude 
a  bargain." 

Henry  and  Mess  Maitland  then  com- 
ing in,  the  conversation  took  a  general 
turn* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


It  fhiB  Tesblved  bj  tUe  old  t^entleBiaii 
ami  Mty  LudMcbdiie,  thik  tji«  young 
pdople  dhouU  jmoain  at  liie  eastle  tffl 
the  proclamation  of  banilb  should  be 
nmde  wthe  diffimnt  andthat 
at  Che'end  df  the  tinm  w^ka^  Hie  oere- 
ntoay  sbonid  b^  fiecib^^  Mr.  Wil- 
lidmion. 

In  this  interval  the  ladies  Wete  sitf* 
prised  hy  it  Srinlr  fidkn  tib  Ifess  a  pertOn 
than  Mrs.  Orbbstdne;'  She  ^as,  of 
course,  dressed  m  the  extremity  of  fih 
shion»  and  came,  as  she  said^  to  congra- 
.  i .  >  tulate 
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tulate  h^  cAA  ^eai  md  eotn^feitth  «il 
her  unexpected  good  fortune  and  t^K 
proachitig  oiahriage,— *•  I  believe,"  een- 
tinuedshe,  "  M!^  Elinor  Maililiindv  Chttt 
I  ought  to  hare  w^ti^  fbr  j6Ur  iHtdt  SM, 
as  i  am  tienly  'Buirried ;  liut  iby  idaplt> 
ti6hce  tb  e6njgratukt6  ytta  lAtA^  tAb 
wave  etiquette."   (•*  Yottr  ihniOBitjr,  t«i 
ther,"  bought  felinOr).   **  But  it  all 
ov^;"  She  spc^e  of  h«>]^  l^liet^  til&iv 
rii^  Viih  6hilditih  Vhifitf,  iMbf  Ui^  i9U 
ther  leaving  Mtfl]rVettbid<}  Mtik  efi(^ii6< 
n^.^"  I  vd^aer'^bM  mddb  MtH  stay 
th«t&<96long;  itis^ulii^ss^ts^.  'G«M^ 
and  his  wife  have  taken  a  house  ill 
£(fi^bui%h,'iifld  in  sf^ring  ikKbifapHny  us 
to  Lonidoft.  Ybu1dliii)lhBi«%fetttd«tf 
lady  Jeihiaia  t^iAon%  niiirrit^  tvlth 
her  &MiA>b.  it  tck>k  j^blce  hiest  w^k. 
ikf  r.  6rti!&8t6ne  hUA  a  lettei-  from  the 

bridegroom ; 
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Md^^room ;  they  were  to  go  to  Ireland 
immediately.'' 

Lady  Lumsdaine  said,  she  hoped  the 
marriage  would  prove  happy. 

There's  little  doubt  of  that,"  rejoin- 
ed Mrs.  Grubstone ;  his  lordship  has 
the  finest  house  in  Dublin,  and  lady  Je- 
mima has  a  large  income." 
:  The  two  cousins  smiled  at  Sophia's 
ideas  of  a  happy  marriage.  Soon  after 
this  she  took  her  leave,  greatly  to  the 
satis&ction  of  the  company. 

**  Just  the  same  as  ever — ^inquiritive 
about  eveiy  thing,"  said  Miss  Fember- 
ton. 

It  had  been  a  great  source  of  x^ret 
to  the  kind  heart  of  Elinor,  that  she  had 
never  been  able  to  see  Mrs.  Wylie  since 
her  accession  to  rank  and  fortune.  Of 
all  the  fiunily  she  had  always  been  kind 

to 
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to  her;  she  had,  however,  written  to 
her,  thanking  her  for  all  her  kindness, 
when  she  was  poor  and  destitute,  and 
inviting  her  to  Northfield,  whenever  she 
could  find  convenience.  It  was  long 
before  she  got  any  answer,  and  began  to 
think  her  husband  had  prevented  her 
writing.  At  last  she  was  favoured  with 
the  following  epistle: — 


"  MY  DEAB  ELINOR, 

"  For  I  really  can  call  you  no- 
thing else,  I  dare  say  you  will  be  think- 
ing it  was  very  ill  bred  in  me  never  to 
come  and  wish  you  joy  of  this  great 
windfall  you  have  got ;  but  it  was  not 
want  of  will,  for  Mr.  Wylie  said,  it 
would  not  be  decprdus,  and  all  that,  to 

go 
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gojttfitacisopi);  wdtli^  caine  ourhpF- 
iMf}  jmn^  to  ]^d^f>urgh,;  and  really  I 
hwi  «Q  t0  do  w^d  pack  up,  that  I 
had  time  far  TWti^;  apd  Mr.  Wy- 
lie  aaya  he  is  gaep  ti?  9^  Mt^|fF€p^^s 
md  a'  the  furoiti^re.  But  I  really  thiipik 
thalfa  BposcnserTTi^t  lepst  the  furmtifre. 
I.«m>&p  ai^e  vex^d  about  the  hou3e  and 
the  land.  But  thexp's  some  thiqga  thf t 
canna  be  selled,  and  that* s  the  provision 
that's  in  the  honwi  the  pickles,  hams, 
jdUies,  and  preserves ;  and  that  pits  me 
in  mind  that  I  have  markied  your  name 
iNi.t9Fa<a«a0'pre$einrQdphims;  ye  used 
to  like  thetet  aiKid  some  pigs  o'  jelly,  apid 
twa  or  tbiiee  hams.  Tb^'s  nane  .4f* 
aew/es  thetiii»s«e  weel  a9  ypurft^,  f^/e  ye 
kfipft.  weiliat  the  .mak  o'  tbem,  andj^o 
you  maun  jnst  tak  thcvn  im  Vffif  yowr 
81^  fim;  and.  fwl^«  y^swr.  ^in  hovm 

'iU 


'ill  be  favt!st><ur4y  pfQvided  wjl'  9fc  l^gs ; 
ap4  if  y!^  wh^  is  to  buy  oifc  I^ni^, 
te^  them  frfie  th^M^tlieh^^ShK^  lor 
k/e^ing  a'  spits  a'  pioUo^  ^  ^  do^ft 
at  the  endof  tbela^traiifi^  att)>ehe^ 
q'  the  bpuse.  Ill  qiyybe^  o'ifer,  Sfeie 
ye  9f  siu^" 

Siieh  was  the  letter  of  Mis,  Wylie. 
Elinor  spiled  at  the  styjli^,  of  it,  fauti^ui 
<](^ligtrte<?  at  the  kjAdi^^  je^Lp^i^psse^  in 
it  3he  aoswepged  it  iuffo^^t^y^  af- 
c^tisig  pf  the  pre$^nt»  ap4  oBimng  her 
^^f^fjfxs  to  Ipqls  afte;r  any  t^VflSthat  might 
xequis^  it  in  tj^.pr^^  of  ;Mp^#nf$ide, 
She  informed  her  of  her  approaelui^ 
jxffJtpjBLg^t  ap^inyited  heiv  jjjt  tl^  klqdest 
maa^Vn  to  qaake  Np^rth&ld  Hpi|i^  her 
hpme  whep  she  yis|^  Fij^l^s^. 

It 
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It  is  now  time  to  inquire  what  became 
of  Serymgeour.  After  his  confession,  by 
the  command  of  coloiiel  Clinton,  he  was 
removed  to  a  farmhouse  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  every  attention  bestowed 
on  him  that  his  feeUe  state  demanded ; 
but  it  was  too  late.  After  lingering  a 
week,  it  was  evidfint  that  his  end  was 
near. 

He  was,  at  his  own  request,  visited  by 
Mr.  Williamson  and  an  eminent  lawyer, 
who  took  down  the  substance  of  his  con- 
fession, and  had  it  properly  witnessed. 
He  begged  to  see  once  more  the  child  of 
a  master  who  had  been  so  kind  to  him, 
and  to  receive  his  pardon  from  her  own 
lips. 

Elinor  came,  and  assured  him  of  her 
ftill  pardon,  and  added — You  have  done 
me  much  good ;  for  had  I  known  my- 
self 


Mlf  to  be  the  heiftts  of  Nortfafidd  at 
firsts  J  l¥oald  not  have  been  able  to  keep 
down  my  pridd ;  indeed  I  haVtf  thou^ 
to  do  Whh  it  as  it 

Scrymgeonr  felt  easier  after  he  hid 
seen  faer^  and  neoEt  day  hpeatbed  his  lalt 
^^^a  sBic^e  pokiteDlt  fixr  tbe  eiitnes  and 
erfors  he  bad  committed. 

His  death  threw  a  dailip  over  tte 
company  at  the  castle  for  some  days ; 
bnt  <^  bright  prospeete  befoie  them 
^ttt  eveiy  other  fedkig^  te^  flight 

As  Mr,  Wylie  hsd  left  the  country 
rather  hurriedly,  he  had  ns^ected  to  iet^ 
etiXO  interest  enoogh  fer  his  friend  the 
fumclm  being  settled  in  the  vacant 

Sir  ¥Attit^m  on  the  alett  ibr  Mr. 
Gian^  and' wsur  letrarded  by  seeing  that 
wortliy  young  nan  mdmeted  into  tbr 

WL,  m.  L  living 
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living  as.  soon  as  the  necessary  forms 
oould  be  got  over,  to  the  great  joy  of 
Mrs.  Montgomerie  and  the  wfacde  neigh- 
bourhood. His  marriage  with  Miss 
Dunbar  was  a  thing  of  coarse ;  and  Mrs. 
Montgomerie  had  the^tisfaction  of  SCO" 
ing  her  two  young  fiiends  snu^y  settled 
in  their  own  heati  manse,  whiiih  stHl 
served  as  a  home  to  tixe  younger  bro- 
thers of  Mrs.  Giant. 

Surely  there  can  be  nohigha-  pieaswe 
in  this  world  than  the/truly  beaevol^t 
seeing  theic  sdieines  for  the  good  of  their 
ndi^bours  succeed* 

Such  was  the  case  with  Mrs.  Monlgo- 
mrae.  Deprived  of  all  that  her  .  own 
soul  held  dear,  and  doomed,  at  an  ewly 
period  of  fii^  to.  shed  teamover  tho. grave 
of  a  beioved  and  betrothed  husband,  she 
newfound  the  sweetest  oonad^ticw  in 
:n.  v :  fiirtbering 
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furthering  the  wishes  of  those  around 
her,  and,  by  her  unceasing  activity,  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  all  within  her 
reach. 

Lady  Lumsdaine  was  busily  employ- 
ed in  superintending  the  parapherna- 
lia of  the  two  brides.  She  was  some- 
times hurt  to  think  that  her  son  should 
go  to.  his  wife's  house,  and  not  to  one  of 
his  own.  But  these  were  but  passing 
thoughts;  and  when  she  saw  the  ani- 
mated look  of  her  son,  the  mother  got 
the  better  of  the  feeling  of  dignity  as 
lady  Lumsdaine. 

Every  one  waa  contented  and  happy 
but  old  Nanny.  Whenever  she  heard 
that  the  laird  was  gaun  to  be  married 
to  the  young  English  lady,  and  take 
up  his  residence  in  the  house  of  his  an- 
cestors, Nanny  thought  she  must  go  to 
L  2  live 
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live  there  toD«  But  oould  Ae  I^to  ^hbs. 
MoQtgomme,  who  had  been  so  kind,  to 
her  in  her  distress  ?  ThA  would  never 
do.  To  make  herself  sure  of  acking 
rights  she  hid  her  Q9M  before  lady 
Lmnsdaine,  who  toid  that  she 
thought  she  had  better  resMin  wkh  her 
present  misteess,  and  oodasionallf  visit 
Dunscraig)  where  dbe  woidd  always  be 
9|ire  of  a  wdc&me  raception.— «^  And 
that's  true,  my  hAy,"*  said  Nanny ;  a^d 
thinking  it  'iU  be  the  bott  way  af- 
ter ;  ibr  my  young  master  aawl  hift 
lady  '01  be  getting  a  haiiede  Snglisb  ser- 
^ts,  and  a  heap^  o'  new  kidks»  th«l  I 
oould  ne^er  pt.  up  wi';  so  Vm  oeii  .do 
a&ye  say*" 

This  wei^ty  poittt  being  settled^i  lady 
liumsdaiae  went  ia  searek  of  the  filtuie 

lady 
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lodj  of  Dimsamig,  to  Utt  her  of  het  ix>n- 
venirtion,  and  &uad  her  endeavousmig  to 
paetfy  Molly,  our  old  adqaatmton<9e»  who 
laughed  and  cried  all  in  one  hreath ;  and 
as  her  details  are  som^hat  todioub, 
we  afaailt  in  ieww  words,  lay  before  our 
readers  the  cause  of  this  emotion. 

M<Ay  had  not  been  a  little  mortified 
at  Itie  diange  that  had  taken  place  in 
her  mistress's  affairs.  To  be  favourite 
maid  to  the  lady  of  Northfield  was  great 
preferment,  and  the  homage  poor  Molly 
had  received,  in  virtue  of  her  post,  had 
nearly  turned  her  head.  To  be  east 
from  this  height  was  not  to  be  borne ; 
she  almost  quarrelled  with  her  lady  for 
not  feeling  tier  great  lioss:  Still  she  was 
maid  to  an  heirest;  but  this  was  not 
enough.  Money,  in  her  eyes,  was  no^ 
thing  to  land;  and  the  mece  aiid  heiress 
l8  of 


222  CUBIOSITY. 

of  the  rich  colonel  Cliaton  was  not  sudi 
a  great  personage,  in  Molly's  eyes,  as  the 
lady  of  Nortlifield.  For  the  short  time 
she  had  been  there,  every  thing  about 
the  house  had  appeared  almost  as  her 
own  property ; .  and  it  grieved  her  sadly 
to  make  room  for  another.  She  rejoiced 
at  her  lady's  approaching  happiness,  but 
sighed  to  think  she  would  not  have  such 
a  fine  house  as  Northfield. 

Miss  Pemberton  was  amused  with 
the  cause  of  her  dejection,  and  some* 
times  told  her  she  would  like  their  new 
abode  much  better  than  Northfield ;  but 
Molly  only  shook  her  head.  What  was 
that  lady's  surprise,  when,  one  morning, 
Molly  came  into  the  room,  her  face  crim- 
soned with  joy,  and  her  eyes  swimming 
in  tears. — "  No  more  losses,  I  hope  ?" 
said  her  lady,  surveying  her. 

«  Oh ! 
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"  Oh,  no  more !  it's  William  his  own 
self  this  time.  I  have  got  such  a  fright  \" 
and  the  rest  of  the  speech  was  drowned 
in  a  hysteric  sob. 

It  was  her  friend  William  sure  enough. 
He  had  entered  Mr.  Oswald's  service  on 
the  death  of  his  mother,  and  had  that 
mining  arrived  at.  the  castle  from  Edin- 
burgh with  her  master's^  lugg^e* 

Miss  Pemberton  rejoiced  at  the  pro- 
spect of  her  maid's  happiness,  and  pro- 
mised to  speak  to  Mr.  Oswald  in  favour 
of  William..  Thus  did  every  one  re- 
joice  in  their  near  prospect  of  happiness. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

The  happy  day  at  last  arrived,  on  whidi 
the  two  cousins  were  to  bestow  their 
hands  where  their  hearts  had  long  been 
given.  At  an  eaily  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing, all  the  fiimHy  at  Blairgowan  was 
astir;  and  Mr.  WaBamson,  with  his 
book,  awaited  the  summons  to  tie  the 
indissoluble  knot. 

Miss  Pemberton,  supported  and  en« 
couraged  by  her  kind  uncle,  bestowed 
herself  upon  (he  happy  Oswald  Bethune; 
and  Henry  Lumsdaine  received  from 
the  hand  of  his  father  his  beloved  Eli* 

nor — 
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noi^-^t  dearer  te  him  that  she  was  the 
heiress  of  Northfield. 

After  the  oeremonyi  the  party  partook 
o(  an  elegant  breakfast,  when  sir  Patrick 
and  Attnily  aooompanied  Henry  and  his 
bride  to  Northfield,  where  a  splendid 
entertainment  was  prepared  for  them, 
and  they  spent  the  day  with  more  real 
happiness,  but  less  show  of  than  the 
last 

Colonel  Clinton  had  insisted  on  Os- 
wald afid  his  wiib  to  accompany  him 
into  Devonshire,  whiob  lliey  assented  to 
the  more  wUltngly,  as^  daring  their  ab- 
smce,  their  own  house  of  Dunscraig 
wcfuld  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

During  their  absence,  Henry  and  has 
hride  visited  their  tenants,  redressed 
grievances^  and  made^themselves  beloved 
Vy  att  their  neighbours.  It  is  true  some- 
'  L  5  times 
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times  lady  Lumsddine  did  expostulate 
with  Henry  on  allowing  his  wife  to 
walk  so  much,  and  visit  the  poorer 
neighbours ;  and  vl  hint  was  dropped  to 
Mrs.  Lumsdaine,  that  she,  being  the  re- 
presentative of  two  of  the  most  ancient 
families  in  Scotland,  ought  to  keep  her 
distance  more  from  her  inferiors^  Her 
daughter-in-law  heard  her  with  a  smile, 
but  said  nothing,  well  knowing  her  la- 
dyship's prejudices  on  that  topia 

Fu  three  months,  Mr.  Oswald  Betlmne 
and  his  lady  arrived,  and  were  welcomed 
by  all  their  fnends  to  Dunscraig ;  and, 
among  the  rest,  old  Nanny,  who,  dressed 
in  a  satin  gown,  not  of  yesterday,  bad 
the  honour  of  breaking  the  cake  over 
the  head  of  the  new  lady— *an  honour  of 
which  she  was  not  a  little  proud,  and 
which  she  owed  to  the  attention  of  lady 

Lumsdaine, 
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Lumadaine,  who  was  a  great  stidder  for 
all  these  ancient  ntes«  and  besides  wias 
aware,  that  Nanny,  though  a  very  dis- 
tant, was  still  aUood  rdation  of  Mr,  Os- 
wald Bethune,  now  of  Dunacraig. 

The  house  had  been  fitted  up  under 
the  superintending  eyes  of  lady  and  Mrs. 
Liumsdaine;  and  it  was  with  no  small 
degree  of  self-complacency,  that  Nanny 
led  the  way  to  the  room  which  Mr.  Be- 
thune  hadfimneriy  possessed,  and  point- 
ed out  the  old  cabinet,  which  now  occu- 
pied its  ancient  site.-^**  Look  there, 
ma'am,"  said  Nanny,  ''  the  English  lady 
that  aught  it  gaed  it  to  Mrs.  Grants 
and  noo  she's  sent  it  to  you." 

The  rest  of  the  apartments,  however 
well  furnished,  had  nothing  in  them  to 
counterbalanoe  the  distincticm  bestowed 
on  this  favourite  room ;  even  Molly  was 
.  ^  L  6  pleased 


pfetieA  ivith       interidr,  wd  M^oiciad 
that  hdp  miitMss  kad  imotlMr  bouse  ^ 
but  gmn,  ditbodgb  nflsther  m  fim  as 
Nortfafidd  or  Bartfieid  Fkirlc  She 
tened  Attentinmly  to  Nanuy's  tal0$  of  tbe 
former  grandeur  of  the  IcHda  and  lairds 
of  Dunsoraig  Castle,  who  amoliided  all 
with  a  fervent  pvayer  fiir  tfcfi  wel&i^  of 
the  premA^"^  It's  po  to  he  thought  I 
oan  live  hsiag  to  see  it/  saidi^ ;  ^hMt  I 
am  wre,  im  am  aqH       M'er  »w  ^ji^ 
agadfflikeBethmieaBbhi  faisli»^therfs 
seat;"  aiidNal»y,  with  the Nstlr^neM  ^f 
old  age^  went  to  ^ee  if  the  si^aQt^  w^fe 
a*  right*^aciindlid,  lest  aay  want  f|f  l¥>9il|i- 
lity  would  iiifure  the  heir  of  thi»bPWf^> 


CHAP. 
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pniM^pal  per9on«er»  pf  our  tal(^  let  us 
now  Uke  a  look  wt  t^^  4rama^  pfirs^nif. 

After  llr.  WyU«  wept  tpEdipburgb, 
be  aUempte^  tp  esta^lnh  hiimeif  a 
m^bcsr  of  t^he^^b      fldfjrly  gi^tk- 

who  ba4  b«eo  iotfiidtd 
law,  bpt  wbp  bad  retired  fiom  busineas, 
^itber  begauw  l^y  bad  made  ^id^It^s 
«  (ii^$)rtfible  .  uiibn^tm^, .  or  tboye 
wbM«  priv«il^^rtun4.«^ab}ed  tbeiQ  to 
^fugm^l^^f  wilibgwt  tbi?  drudgeiy  «t- 
t^i^t  «n  bimnm-^  dNs  of  mm 
vlww  plfa«iue  q9iiui8t^  in  a  lowg^  m 

9  book- 
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a  booksdler's  shop,  a  walk  to  the  Cross, 
and  a  comfortable  dinner  and  bottle  of 
wine  every  day.  Such  was  the  sodety 
into  which  A^.  Wylie  ^tt^o^pted  to  in- 
troduce himself  *,  but  the  gratlemen  of 
the  gown  looked  very  coldly  on  thor 
would-be  brother.  It  was  in  vain  he 
spoke  of  his  education  as  a  'gentiemsn 
and  lawyer,  and  6ven  hinted  at  the  inti- 
macy which  had  subsisted  between  him 
and  his  liiend,  the  late  sir  Robert  Mait- 
land.  jAH'  would  not  do,  and  Mr. 
Wyfie  imwiffihgly  gave  up  his  plan. 
His  n^xt  attempt  was  upon'  a  body 
of  dtizais>  and  there  he  Was  mwe 
suceessfuL  He  gave  exodlent  dinners 
and  suppers,  and  his  au^tors  .  lwtened 

-  with  g^esit  attenlioh  to  his  sofiiewhat 
prolix  stories  of  my  lord  This  and  sir 
Kobert  Maitiand,  and'  what  ti6  said  or 

-  ^d  at  Rome.   But  Mr.  WyUe  was  ftr 

from 
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from  being  lulppy;  he  felt  ]biS;COQ$e- 
quenee  deplorably  diminished^:  ax\d  read 
his  downfall  in .  the  ool^  reception  he 
sometimes  met  with  in  cpmpany. 

Whether  it -was  owing  to  that  cause, 
or  living  more  fully  than  usual,  but  Mr. 
Wylie  was  seized  with  a  fever,  wluch 
carried  him  off  in  a  very  short  while, 
leaving  his  widow  far  from  inconsolaUe. 

For  years  she  had  been  sensiUe  that 
his  whole  heart  and  a£fections  were  cen- 
tered in  ceremony  and  regard  for  the 
great ;  and  since  the  discovery  cff  Scrym- 
geour,  his  temper  had  become  so  insuf- 
feraUe,  that  there  was  no  pleasure  in  his 
company  when  alone.  Whatever  mor- 
tifications he  met  with  abroad,  his  wife 
was  certain^to  feel  the  effects  of. 

His  children  were  too  selfish,  and  too 
much  engrossed  with  their  own  indivi- 
dual concerns,  to  feel  much.  Perhaps 

his 
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Ilk  Mn-in-kWy  Mr.  G^bMone,  was  the 
person,  next  to  Mrs,  WylW,  wboMt 
most  far  the  loss.  Mr.  Wylie  had  been 
always  kind  and  attmtive  to  him ;  and 
though  very  deficient  in  the  way  of 
a  head,  thb  young  gentleman  had  a 
good  heart,  and  regretted  hu  iather-in- 
law,  because  he  had  paid  attenticn  to 
hiin. 

Mrs.  Wylie  now  removed  to  a  house 
of  her  own  in  the  Lawn-market,  and 
spent  tlie  vrinter  season  very  oomfisrt- 
ably  with  some  of  h«  old  aequaintaaees ; 
and  when  the  summer  came  round,  ge^ 
nenfly  paid  her  daughter  a  vint  h^ 
Perthshire.  But  it  usually  hiqapened 
that  she  found  herself  at  NorMeld  the 
best  part  of  the  season.-^  For  reatty," 
as  she  ssdd,  ^^So^y  was  sae  ta'ian  up  wi* 
finely  and  nmsense,  that  thei^  was  s^ 


emmvfVp  «9f 
dMti  a  MlwUke  (dinner,  9ttt  it  » 
different  thing  wi'  Mi««  JUua^s^Qin?^  w^^ 
loe^it  jafter  a'  tb&ng  li^rwl^  mi  ^ch 
«        manager,  it  waa  a  pl^MUPe  to 

tben." 

Sq  mndi  idftd  the  Jond^M^.^A  Btt^ 

voarite  table-doth  and  napkins  her 
jWDg  ftwaH.   

in  the  rotpj  «f  ^Uottl  in 

I^MdontiM^r  tforloA  thf»,Afie«l;carc^g^ 
ADdihoniM;  mi',  hia  l«rds]u|>  Ixtt^ed  ^ 
Jiigb  «t  liewiNiar)^  ay  Ji^  ,My«bip4^ 

a  speedy 
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a  speedy  retreat^  t6  Uie  'ContiHen^ 
their  only  reS6ikte. 

George  Wylie  and  bis  wife  bate  each 
other  most  faahionatdy.  Her  narrow 
and  parsimt>rii6€is  tettiper  gradges  him 
the  good  dinners  in  which  all  his  hap- 
piness consists ;  and  in  return^  he  treats 
her  with  evety  mark  of  disrespect  and 
aversion :  but  neither  of  them  are  to  be 
pitied,  as  both^t)ii^i*'iXiottves^'e)Pe  entire- 
ly selfish.        ^  ^ 

Sophia  and  her  husband  are  not  more 
happy,  biit  'frodi  a  ditfi^nt  cause.  The 
idle^hd  '^i4ttisitiV6'' temper  cf  the  wife 
make^  the  hiibbimd'  feel  unhappy  at 
home;  fer  th£(t  home  is  b^set  with  a 
host  iorf  thos^  gapingl  aauntering  idlers 
which  abbftnlf  in  e<rery  town.  A  little 
kindniE^  ilnd  att^titio*n«  on  the  ladjr's 
part^  might  hav^  mdde  them  a  happy 

couple. 
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couple,  as  Grubstone  was  really  Me  of 
those  good-humoured  people  who  wduld 
have  been  easily  induced  to  like  his  own 
fireside ;  but  the  trial  was  never  made,  and 
he  now  frequents  clubs,  to  smoke  and 
drink,  and  get  rid  of  time,  which  hangs 
heavy  on  his  hands ;  while  his  wife,  ow- 
ing to  her  incurable  curiosity,  has  been 
suspected  of  defamation,  and  is  ptoae- 
cuted  for  this  misdemeanour,  which  will, 
in  the  first  place,  dip  pretty  deep  into 
the  purse,  and  finally  shut  the  door  of 
all  her  friends  against  her. 

Sir  Patrick  and  lady  Lumsdaine  at- 
tained a  good  old  age,  revered  and  be- 
loved ;  and  colonel  Clinton  often  visited 
his  friends  in  Scotland,  and  at  bis  death 
left  Mrs.  Oswald  Bethune  bis  wbcfe  es« 
tates. 

Mrs.  Montgomerie  iattained  the  ler- 

trem^ 


Ueme.  of  old  age»  witkont  losing  the  af^ 
ftotione  4ii  h^r  fiiends,  who  w^ched  over 
km  wHh  kiiidiiesa  itbd  attention^  till  her 
spirit  left  her  frail  tenement 

Mr.  and  Mrs*  Brandon^  by  mutual 
•cave  and  attentioon  ^uded  their  days 
more  vftiiatly  and  happily  than  they  be- 
1^  tiieon,  aad  proved  pleasant  neigh- 
haofff  to  tihff  families  of  Lusnsdaine  and 
JfatfafUne. 

it  only  now  reidbin«  to  be  aaid,  that 
MoUy  bwsaxm  tbe  ^fe  of  her  dew  Wil- 
liam, whom  bis  maata*  exftr^ed  with 
4ke  care  of  his  English  estate*  Kor  was 
the  poor  afflicted  SuMn  forgot;  Mra. 
Lnmtdaioe  gave  her  a  suin  nearly  equfd 
to  an  her  wants. 

Old  Nanny  was  the  h^piest  of  per- 
sons. She  had  recovered  a  degree  of 
her  fixcmer  dignity;  and  the  kindness  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bethune  could  only  be 
equalled  by  her  gratitude. 

And  now«  reader,  farewell !   Do  not 
be  influenced  by  the  impulse  of  the  mo- 
ment   My  heroine  had  nearly  lost  her 
chance  of  happiness  by  doing  so.  Be 
diligent  in  improving  3PoCir  mind,  when 
you  have  opportunity,  as  the  want  q{ 
an  early  and  proper  education  proved 
ruinous  to  lady  Jemima;  hold  fast  the. 
line  of  duty,  and  you  will  be  rewarded^ 
like  Mrs.  Lumsdaine;  and  as  yoa 
would  i^uB  the  disgraceful  &te  of  So- 
phia, beware  of— -Curiosity* 


FINIS. 
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